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NEW DELHI

Overseas Indians showed
great enthusiasm in regis-
tering as electors, with
nearly 1.2 lakh enrolling on
the voter list, but a minus-
cule number turned up to
exercise their franchise in

the Lok Sabha election this ‘

year.

Data released by the
Election Commission show
that as many as 1,19,374 re-
gistered as overseas elec-
tors in 2024, with the high-
est registrations of 89,839
in Kerala. In 2019, as many
as 995,844 registered as
overseas electors.

The commission said
only 2,958 overseas elec-
tors flew down to India to
participate in the largest
democratic exercise in the
world in 2024, Of these, an
overwhelming 2,670 were
from Kerala.

Several large States such
as Karnataka, Uttar Pra-
desh, and Tamil Nadu saw
zero turnout of overseas
electors.

Gujarat, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s home
State, saw only two out of
885 overseas electors cast-

The

Pwau Cregish)

Dersed: R612-262),

Turnout of overseas Indians in
Lok Sabha election low, says EC
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The missing diaspora voter

Despite a 18.6% increase in registered NRI elactors since the
2018 LS polls, their participation in the 2024 election was poor

® Registered overseas
electors

1,19,374

® Overseas electors
who voted

2,958

= Highest NRI voter
turnout: Kerala

(2,670 voters)

® Some States with zero NRI voter turnout: Karnataka, Uttar
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Assam, Bihar and Goa

ing their votes. Similar was
the story in Maharashtra,
where only 17 of the 5,097
NRI electors voted.

While there were 7,927
registered NRI electors in
Andhra Pradesh, only 195
flew down to vote. In As-
sam, none of the 19 regis-
tered electors voted. Simi-
larly, in Bihar none of the
89 registered NRI electors
exercised their franchise.
In Goa, none of its 84 vo-
ters cast their ballots,

While NRI voters is a ge-
neric term, the EC de-
scribes them as overseas
electors.

SOURCE: ELECTION COMMISION OF INDIA

Despite an increase of a
little over 13,500 registered
overseas electors since the
2019 election, their partici-
pation in the latest polls
Was DOOL. !

Under the existing elec-
toral law, registered NRI
voters have to come to
their respective Lok Sabha
and Assembly constituen-
cies to vote. They have to
show their passport as
proof of their identity.

The commisison says
that while eligible Indian
citizens who enrol in elec-
toral rolls are cailed elec-
tors, those who actually ex-

ercise their franchise are
described as voters.

In August 2018, the 16th
Lok Sabha passed a Bill to
allow proxy voting rights to
eligible overseas Indians.
The Bill, however, could
not be brought to the Rajya
Sabha.

Remote vote proposal
In 2020, the EC proposed
to the Union Law Ministry
to extend the Electronical-
ly Transmitted Postal Bal-
lot System (ETPBS}) facility,
so far available only to ser-
vice voters, to eligible over-
seas Indian voters as well.
It would require changes in
the election rules. But the
government has so far not
taken a call on the issue.
The EC had then told
the government that it had
been receiving several re-

' presentations from the In-

dian diaspora to facilitate
voting through postal
ballots.

The electors cited travel
costs, compulsions of em-
ployment overseas, and
education, among other
things, as reasons for their
inability to cast their votes
in person, the commission
said.
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AAP, BJP trade
charges of voter
list fraud in Delhi

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP) and the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) on Sunday
accused each other of ma-
nipulating the Delhi electo-
ral roll in an attempt to win
the Assembly election due
to be held in February.
AAP chief Arvind Kejri-
wal accused the BJP of try-
ing to manipulate the voter
list in the New Delhi As-
sembly consdtuency fo
win the election by “un-
fair” means. AAP Rajya
Sabha member Sanjay
Singh said the BJP was
even trying to get his wife’s
name deleted from the list.
Hitting back, the BJP
said that it would not allow
fake votes to be cast in Del-
hi. It claimed to have pro-
vided multiple pieces of
evidence, and accused Mr.
Kejriwal of attempting to
cover his “wrongdoings”
by creating confusion

Arvind Kejriwal

among the people.

“Today, I want to pre-
sent some data from my
New Delhi assembly consti-
tuency. BJP’s ‘Operation
Lotus’ began in this consti-
tuency on December 15. In
just 15 days, they submit-
ted nearly 5,000 applica-
tions for vote deletions and
7,500 applications for new
additions,” Mr. Kejriwal
said at a press conference,
claiming they were all

bogus.
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AAP, BJP trade charges
of voter list fraud

The AAP chief claimed that when the party veri-
fied 500 of the 5,000 applications for deletions,
they found that 408 of those voters had been liv-
ing at their addresses for the past 20 to 30 years.
“This means valid, existing voters are being delet-
ed. Deleting a legitimate citizen’s vote effectively
strips them of their citizenship,” he said.

In one house, 47 votes were added, and in
another, 22 votes were added, Mr. Kejriwal
claimed. However, when inspected, these houses
were found to be non-existent and this showed
that it was a clear case of fraud, he added. Noting
that there are 1.06 lakh voters in the New Delhi
constituency, the AAP supremo claimed that the
BJP was trying to delete 5% of the electorate and
add 7.5% new voters. “This would amount to tam-
pering with 12% of the votes. If 12% of the votes are
manipulated, there’s no point in holding elections
as the process loses all fairness. This is a blatant
and brazen act of misconduct,” he added.

Meanwhile, Delhi BJP chief Virendra Sachdeva
accused the AAP of “manipulatng” the electoral
roll. “In Narela alone, over 2,000 people applied
for new voter registrations on December 24. Simi-
lar applications have been observed in various
constituencies on December 25, 26, and 27. This is
not mere coincidence but evidence of Mr. Kejri-
wal’s manipulation plan affecting 70 constituen-
cies,” he said.
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One Nation One Election and representative democracy

he Constitution (Onie Hundred and

Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill, 2024,

that was tabled in the Lok Sabha,
proposes simultaneous elections for the Lok
Sabha and State/Union Territory Legislative
Assemblies with the insertion of Article 82(A)
This ambitious reform seeks to synch
elections, fix the tenure of the Lok Sabha, and
simultaneously align elections to the State
Assemblies. If the Lok Sabha or a State Assembly
s dissolved before its five-year term, mid-term
elections will only cover the remainder of the
original tenure.

The Bill also amends Articles 83, 172, and 327,
with changes effective from an ‘appoinred date’,
post-2029 general alections, initiating
simultaneous elections in 2034. A second Bill, the
Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024,
aligns the tenure of Union Territories’ i
Assemblies with the Lok Sabha and State
Assemblies.

While the proposal seeks administrative
efficiency and reduced election fatigue, critical
questions arise- has the ‘One Nation, One
Election (ONOE)" process been truly inclusive and
representative? n.;m there limits to our
understanding of the representative Spirit of
Indian democracy?

A ding i e 5
Representative democracy is a system wherein
ditizens elect representatives to make decisions
on their behalf. Rooted in the principles of free
and fair elections, political act and
the p ion of individual rights, it balances
mjoritymlewﬂhunprmecﬂonuinmomy
interests. This form of governance becomes
especially critical in diverse and populous
countries such as India.

s that
elected representatives act as intermediaries,
ensuring stable governance while
accommodating competing interesis. Citizens,
being too numerous and diverse to. participate
directly in governance, delegate authority to their
elected representatives. The system thrives on
periodic elections, informed citizen participation,
and institutional checks and balances.

Despite its theoretical merits, representative
d ¥ growing chall practice.
A 2024 Pew Research Center study across 24
nations, including Brazil, India, Nigeria, South
Africa, the United Kingdom, and the United
States, revealed widespread disillusionment with

the system. Citizens inc ngh i its
effectiveness, with some exploring alternatives
such as direct democracy, expert rule, or even

a mini 30-day period for public
feedback on proposed legislation. It requires draft
Bills to be jed 1 ¥

authoritarian regimes. clarify key provisions in accessible terms.
n3 ies, significant o However, the process adopted for ONOE fell
strong leaders bypassing parfiamentary s short. First, i juate consultation period: The
reflecting frustration with i hmwmmmm:ewimhlknmon
inefficiencies. Alarmingly, military rule gzmered January 5, 2024, inviting i
Mwmmmnxmppmmmﬂmum‘u i were given just 10 days - until 15
Administration, Rajly Greece, Japan, the UK., and the U.S. Such trends — to respond, undermining the spirit of the 2014
Gandhi National mdumnmd&rminmsmuﬂw policy. Second, lack of explanatory material
Institute of Youth systems, driven by inefficiencies, Despite the high-level committes being
e corruption, and unfulfilled promises. blithed in September 2023, . ¥
Regional Centre, notuarbad:;ruundpapﬂsmprmded
Chandigadty Jayaprakash Narayan’s critique Iimhbgddm;'undumndhgofmepmpn;ls
In india, debates about representative scope and challenges. Third, framing
quesﬂons:ﬂahiah-lemfcoﬂmiﬂu‘slppmadx
‘yes/no’ responses on supporting ONOE,
appeared perfunctory, giving the the
matter was already ¥
Such procedural lapses risk alienating citizens
and stakeholders, u ining trust in the
collective refmmpmlnadﬂmdmwtym:e
R P highlighted the following defects - risks of India, meaningful public engagement is viral to
o “’*"'s“m i : In a multi-party system ensure that palicy reflects varied perspectives
gt llkelndiﬂ.hawqedﬂmm:lﬁ:my and fosters consensus.
{MIT-50G), Pune i) Py s L
First, demagoguery and popuism: JP The ONOE Bill raises critical questions about the
highlighted how P nature of Indian d First,
public opinion through half-truths, empty c i versus chronising
promises, and divisive rhetoric. elections risks a further centralising of power,
N of power: Parli Y|P ially und g the fed it of the
d g to ]I power | Consti State-specific issues may be
inthe state, diary h 1 by national Second,
between citizens and the national inclusivity and partici by curtailing
Third, financial costs of ek critqued and rushing reforms, the
the exorbitant cost of elections, tethering government risks sidelining citizens' voices,
democracy to moneyed interests and large I'u.huirg' democratic inclusivity. I‘Mrrl. ol
Ofganisations. electoral freqy il
and demoaacym e mabﬁrg’ aval i
. His concerns. voters to evaluate its
monatemdaya)hcﬁadebal.nl)msandis regularly. i elections could dilute this
For a reform as significant as ONOE, an Indis's democratic fabric thrives on citizen
el bl ! ; R mch‘dh vm"i‘!t imed !!'ﬁdency
adopted for the P ive d blic opini Reforms. as ONOE, aimed at h
One Nation One | shapes policy, hok uble | must not these principles. A rushed
Election Bill had :ﬁkdtm' 5 Toachieve mim&nwm;mmmm s
, pre-legislative consultation becomes 5 adhering to the princi
}:'dmi?'m”ﬂm i enabling pol to gather 1hoveunom'd=mnuacymm_z§n
= diverse views, address ch and enhince in letrer and spirit.
democratic transparency.
fabric The Pre-Legislative Consultation Policy, 2014, The virws rxprevad are personal
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BJP plans to manipulate
poll roll in Delhi: Kejriwal

SANJAY KAW | DC
NEW DELHI, DEC 29

Claiming that the BJP’s
“operation lotus” was in
action, AAP convener
Arvind Kejriwal on
Sunday alleged that the
saffron party was planning
to manipulate electoral
rolls data by deleting over
5,000 names from the vot-
ers list of the New Delhi
Assembly constituency,
from where he is contest-
ing the election. He also

alleged that the BJP has
been orchestrating this
operation since December
15 to influence the upcom-
ing state Assembly elec-
tions.

Speaking at a press con-
ference alongside Chief
Minister Atishi and Rajya
Sabha MP Raghav
Chadha at the party’s
headquarters, - Mr
Kejriwal said: “BJP is try-
ing to win this election by

- any means. The BJP nei-

ther has a CM face, nor.

BJP PLANS T0 MANIPULATE
POLL ROLL IN DELHI: KEJRIWAL

-candidates.

Last time,
they tried to remove the
names of 11,000 voters
from another constituen-
cy, from where we won
the polls by 5,000 voties. If
they would have been suc-
cessful, we would have
lost the election. The staff
of the election offices had
even started working on
the deletion but this was
stopped due to the inter-
vention of the Chief

‘Election Commissioner.”
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AAP MP Sanjay Singh
also claimed that the
BJP submitted an
application to delete
the vote of his wife
Anita, who resides in
the New Delhi
Assembly constituency.
Mr Singh, accompanied
by his wife, told
reporters, that the BJP

was trying to delete the
names of people from
Purvanchal settled in
Delhi. Mr Singh and his
wife belong to eastern
Uttar Pradesh.
Purvanchalis are peo-
ple from eastern Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar set-
tled in Delhi for
decades, and form a sig-
nificant chunk of. vot-
ers in the city.
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Sachdeva: AAP

] [ ]
frying to register
‘illegal voters’
DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 29

The BJP on Sunday accused
the Arvind Kejriwal-led
AAP of frying to register
“illegal voters”, fearing
defeat in the Delhi Assembly
polls. The BJP’s city unit
chief Virendra Sachdeva
said in a press conference
that his party would not
allow “fake votes” to be cast
in Delhi.

“We have provided multi-
ple pieces of evidence but
Mr Rejriwal is mersly
attempting to cover up his
‘wrongdoings’ by creating
confusion among the peo-
ple,” he charged.

. Elections to the 70-member
Delhi Assembly are due in
February,
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fudging voter list
\—XP national convener
Arvind Kejriwal on
_almday accused BJP of
t{im_pering with the voters
list in Dethi, calling it part
of its ‘Operation Lotus’, He
alleged there was an “unu-
sual inerease” in voter list
modifications, including
removalsand additions. P9

Unusual’ rise in voter

list modi

ifications in

New Delhi: Kejriwal

Abhinav.Rajput@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: AAP national
convenor Arvind Kejriwal
on Sunday accused BJP of
B | tampering
ol with voters’
lists in Delhi.
calling it part
of its “Oper-
ation Lotus”.
“= The former
CM alleged that there was an
“ynusual increase” in voter
list modifications, including
both removals and additions,
specifically in New Delhi con-
stituency, during the recent
period. He also submitied a
letter to the district election
officer on the matter
Holding a press briefing,
Kejriwal alleged that over
5,000 voter names were delet-
edand 7,500 “fakenames” add-
edinjustl5days. “BJPneither
has a CM face for Delhinor a
clear vision for what it wants
to do for the people of the city
It lacks credible candidates as
well. Now, itisresortingtodis-
honesty to win elections at
any cost,” heclaimed.
AAP MP Sanjay Singh,
mesanwhile, accused BJP of

An attempt to divert
attention from govt's
‘nadequacies’: Verma
MNew Dethi: BIP functionary
and former MP Parvesh
Verma on Sunday dismissed
AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal's
claims regarding ‘Operation
Lotus' in New Delhiassembly
constituency and said it was
merelyatacticto divert
attentionfrom Delhigovt's
“inadequacies”. “Kejriwal’s
baseless allegations about
‘Operation Lotus’ areaclear
indication of his insecurity
and fear of losing public
support.Filingapplications
for voteraddition ordeletion
isaroutine processin any
democracy, and to paintthis
asaconspiracy is laughable,”
Verma, who islikelyto
contest from New Delhi
against Kejriwal, said. ™

attempting to get his wife Ani-
ta Singh’s name deleted from
the voters list. Singh claimed
that two applications were fil-
edonDec25 and 26for deletion
of his wife's name.
Fullreporton wwwiol.in
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