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Top Congress leaders met on Friday to
deliberate on its electoral defeats in
Maharashtra and Haryana, with party
president Mallikarjun Kharge hitting
out at the Election Commission (EC)
for being partizan. Full story 5 P4

Poll process ‘suspect’
due to EVMs: Kharge

ASHHAR KHANM said he believes that the
MEW DELHI, NOVY. 29 EVM: have made the alec-

toral process “Suspect”
Top Congress leaders met and smressed that it is the
on Friday to deliberate on  constitutional responsibil-
it3 olectoral defeats in ity of the EGto ensure free
Maharashtra and and fair elections in the
Haryana, with party presi- country Mr Kharge also
dent Mallikarjun Eharge hit out at internal bicker-
hitting out at the Election ing in the aszerting
Commission (BC) for that the lack of unity and
baing partisan. +  statements against own

The Congress Working party
Committes (CWC) In its party a lot as he urged
resolution said, “The CWC leaders to remain united
believes the intsgrity of and not speak publicly
the  ‘eniire al each other
process is being severely nless we fight slec
compromised. Free and tions unitedly and stop
fair  elections s a making statements
Constitutional mandate against each other, how
that iz being called into will we be able to defeat
serious gquestion by the our nents political-
partisan functioning of 1y?" Congress presi-
the EC." The Congress will  dent said.
also start a national move-  He also called for remov-
ment on the “targeted slec- ing shortcomings in the
toral malpractices™. arty by learning lessons
In his address at the the election resulls
CWC meeting at the AICC and said the party would
headgquarters, Mr Kharge have toevolve astrategyto

effectively countsr tha
“mropaganda and misin-
formation” by its rivals.
Insiders claim that gen-
eral secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra wanted the
to strongly pitch for
{ papers w. s0me
dithered and wanted the
ambit to cover the enfire
slectoral process. The
will soon reach out

It is not limited fo EVMs
aloper but the whale
rocess, including voter
ist manipulation.”

The party also reiteraied
ita stand on the situation
prevailing In  Uttar
Pradesh. “Systematic
attempts of the BJP to
foment communal ten-
sions in different states,
most recently in UR" ‘



. I IP'-.I-' 1:"‘;‘.!‘.";: £} -f- _il.‘__l )

1-!_"'...! & .'_.:_-j. -3 },

Cong. submits
memorandum
to poll body

The Hindu Bureay

MUMBAI

The Congress on Friday
raised with the Election
Commission serious incon-
sistencies in the Maharash-
tra Azssembly alection pro-
cess and  sought an
in-person hearing to pre-
sent evidence, It submitted
2 memorandum to the EC.
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