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Discrepancy in votes
polled and counted
in LS polls, says ADR

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Association for Demo-
cratic Reforms on Monday
said there was a discrepan-
cy in the number of votes
polled and counted in 538
constituencies in the Lok
Sabha election.

In 362 constituencies,
5,54,598 fewer votes were
counted, while 35,093
votes were counted in ex-
cess of those polled in 176
constituencies, the ADR
said at a press conference
here.

The NGO flagged the
«inordinate” delay in the
release of the final turnout
data, and “absence of dis-
aggregated constituency
and polling station figures”
in absolute numbers.

‘Raised concerns’
ADR founder Jagdeep
Chokkar asked if the elec-
tion results were declared
based on final reconciled
data, and said “this has
raised concerns and public
suspicion regarding the
correctness of the election
results”.

A reaction from the

Election Commission is
awaited.

~ A ADR report, “piscre-
pancies between the votes
cast and the votes counted
in the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tion: multiple perspec
tives”, said that while de-

* claring the results, votes

polled and counted
showed significant discre-
pancies in 538 constituen-
cies, except Amreli, Attin-
gal, Lakshadweep and
Dadra Nagar Haveli and
pDaman Diu. “Surat PC
[parliamentary constituen-
cyl was uncontested.
Hence the total discrepan-
cies in 538 PCs are 5,89,691
votes,” it said. “The Elec-
tion Commission has so far
failed to give any reasona-
ble explanation in declar-
ing the election results be-
fore releasing the final and
authentic data on vote
count, the mismatch in
EVM votes polled EVM

votes counted, increase in ‘

voter turnout, non-disclo-
gure of number of votes

polled in numbers, unrea- |

sonable delay in release of
yotes polled data and the
clean-up of certain data
from its website,” it said.
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Votes counted show
mismatch, says ADR

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

ADR said votes polled and
counted showed signifi-
cant discrepancies in 538
parliamentary constituen-
cies (PC), except Amreli,
© Attingal, Lakshadweep
and Dadra Nagar Haveli
and Daman Diu. The Surat

The  Association for
Democratic Reforms
(ADR), a think-tank that
closely follows the elec-

toral process and results,
on Monday said that seri-
ous discrepancies have
been found in the total
number of EVM votes cast
and the total actual num-
ber of EVM votes counted
during the LS polls.

The ADR said that the
inordinate delay in the
release of final voter
turnout data, absence of
disaggregated constituen-
cy and polling station fig-
ures in absolute numbers
and whether the election
results were declared
based on final reconciled
data have raised concerns
and public suspicion
regarding the correctness
of the election results.

Giving details of the dis-
crepancies in the votes
counted and votes polled
in the general election, the

seat was uncontested.
Hence, the total discrepan-
cies in 538 PCs are 5,89,691,
the ADR said. In 362 seats
votes counted were less
than polled and in 176
seats votes counted were
more than polled.

It added that the Election
Commission has so far.
failed to give any reason-
able explanation in declar-
ing the election results
before releasing the final
and authentic data on vote
count, the mismatch in
EVM votes polled EVM
votes counted, increase in
voter turn-out, non-disclo-
sure of number of votes
polled in numbers, unrea-
sonable delay in release of
votes polled data and the
clean-up of certain data
from its website. =P8

‘Discrepancy inno.
of votes castand
counted in LS polls’

Highest discrepancy found in Andhra

FROMPG 1

Giving details state-
wise, the ADR said in
most of the states, dis-
crepancies were noted in
all seats. Andhra Pradesh
had the highest number
of this discrepancy
among all constituencies
where out of 25 seats, 21
had votes counted less
than polled and in four
seats votes were counted
more than polled. The
ADR has found a total dis-
crepancy of 89,499 in the
state.

* Second is Odisha, where
out of 21 censtituencies,
18 had 63,123 votes count-
ed less than votes polled
and in three seats a total
of 2,146 votes were count-
ed more than polled.

Third in the list is Uttar
Pradesh, where in 25
seats it was found that-
6,124 votes were counted
more than polled and in
55 constituencies 53,960
votes were counted less

than polled.

This means in every
seat there was a discrep-
ancy, taking the total
number of such votes to
60,084. :

Lakshadweep is the only
one that had zero discrep-
ancy in the single seat
that was contested.
Interestingly,
Chandigarh, which too
had a single seat, had one
vote more than polled.

The ADR has suggested
that the EC should carry
actual and accurate rec-
onciliation of data before
the declaration of the
final result of any elec-
tion. For this the EC
should immediately dis-
close on its website
scanned legible copies of
Form 17C Part-1I (Account
of Votes Recorded) of all
polling stations which
contains the -authenticat-
ed figures for votes polled,
within 48 hours of the
close of polling.
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