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EC notice to BJP for using

L4

child in Haryana poll video

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Taking a serious view of a
social media post by the
BJP using a child in a Ha-
Iryana campaign video, the
‘Election. Commission on
Wednesday issued notice
to the party’s state
president.

The post on X features
Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini interact-

ing with children in va-
rious social events and be-
gins with a child saying
“Apki Baar Saini Sarkar
(this time Saini
government).”

EC sources said that us-
ing a child in any campaign
video violated EC guide-
lines prohibiting use of
children in election-related
activities and campaign-
ing. A show-cause notice

has been issued by the

Chief Electoral Officer, Ha-
ryana to the BJP State pre-
sident. He has been asked
to submit a response by 6
p.m. on Thursday. In a
communication to all polit-
ical parties in February in
the run up to the General
Elections, the commission
had conveyed “zero tole-
rance” towards use of chil-
dren in the electoral pro-
cess by parties and
candidates.
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EC transfers
SSPs, SPs in
J&K ahead
of elections

BhartiJain@timesofindia.com

Nc;w Delhi: Election Com-
mission Wednesday ordered
the transfers of senior J&K
police officers including the
s_enior superintendent of po-
lice (SSPs) of Srinagar, Bara-
mulla and Kupwara and the
superintendent of police (SP)
of Handwara in poll-bound
Jammu & Kashmir.

The commission has di-
rected the J&K administra-
tion to send a panel of names
of IPS officers for filling up
thg vacant posts SSP/SP of
Srinagar, Baramulla, Hand-
wara and Kupwara by 5pm on
Thursday (29.08.2024).

Nomination of jailed cleric, 25 others rejected,
most of them from banned Jamaat-e-Islami

Saleem.Pandit@timesofindia.com

Srinagar: Election officials in J&K re-
jected Wednesday the nomination papers
of imprisoned cleric Sarjan Ahmad Bar-
kati and 25 other candidates, most of
whom are former members or affiliates
of the banned Jamaat-e-Islami. These
candidates had intended to run as inde-
pendents in the first phase

larly as these are the first assembly elec-
tionsin theregion inadecade.

Former chief minister and PDP presi-
dent Mehbooba Mufti criticised thelack of
transparency in the rejection process.
“Sorry to hearabouttherejectionof the as-
sembly nomination form of Sarjan Barka-
ti from Zainapora. The election commis-
sioner must make the reasons public for

this decision. Democracy isa

of the J&K assembly elec-
tions scheduled for Sept18.
An official said out of
the 280 candidates who filed
nomination papers, 168

wereacceptedwhﬂezswererejecteddur—
ing scrutinyg The absence of explana-
tions has sparked controversy, particu-

"\ BATTLEGROUND

battle of ideas, and everyone
should be given a chance to

JAMMU & T iy
KASHMIR participate in it,” she wrote
 onX. Social activist Aadil Na-

zir; who accompanied Barka-

ti’s daughter Sugra to file the nomination
papers Tuesday, announced that they plan
to challenge the rejection in court.

Barkati, a prominent cleric and politi-
cal figure from Zainapora in south Kash-
mir’s Shopian district, is also known as
the “Kashmiri Pied Piper” for hissepara-
tist slogans. He has been imprisoned
since Aug 2023 on chargesrelated to anti-
national activities, including organising

- stone-pelting protests in 2016 after the

death of Hizbul Mujahideen commander
Burhan Wani.

Kashmir’s political landscape is re-
cording a major shift since the three-
phase assembly elections were an-
nounced, with several former militants,
separatists, and their relatives forminga
new political group named Tahreek-e-
Awam to contest the elections as inde-
pendent candidates.
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