EC begins work on polls
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in J&K and three States

It will be the first Assembly election since abrogation of Article 370, division of J&K into two UTs;

delimitation of constituencies to be held: Haryana, Maharashtra, Jharkhand too gear up for polls

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Election Com-

mission (EC) has

kicked off prepara-
tions for holding Assembly
elections in Haryana, Mah-
arashtra, Jharkhand and
Jammu and Kashmir by up-
dating electoral rolls in
these States.

The terms of the exist-
ing. legislative Assemblies
will end on November 3
(Haryana), November 26
(Maharashtra) and January
5, 2025 (Jharkhand) and
polls are required to be
conducted before the com-
pletion of their terms.

Assembly elections in
Jammu and Kashmir are al-
50 to be conducted for con-

stituting a new House after -

delimitation of constituen-
cies, the EC said in a state-
ment on Friday.

Prelude to polls

The EC's schedule for the poll process in the States

u July 1 will be the cut-off date
for updating electoral rolls

f The pre-update exercise will
begin on June 25

# The final rolls will be published
on August 20

n The terms of Haryana,
Maharashtra and Jharkhand
Assemblies will end on Nov. 3,

Nov. 26 and Jan. 5, respectively

“Witnessing the huge
participation of the people
of Jammu and Kashmir in
the recent Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the commission has
also directed for updating
electoral rolls in the Union
Territory with July 1, 2024
as the qualifying date,” the
statement said.

In December last year,
the Supreme Court had di-
rected the poll body to

hold Assembly polls in
Jammu and Kashmir by
September 30. °

PM, CEC’s stand
On Thursday, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said As-
sembly polls would be held
soon in Jammu and Kash-
mir and plans were also
afoot to restore Statehood
to the Union Territory.
Chief Election Commis-

sioner Rajiv Kumar said re-
cently that the poll body
would soon initiate the
process of holding As-
sembly polls in the Union
Territory after witnessing
the enthusiastic response
during the Lok Sabha
polls. It will be the first As-
sembly polls since the
abrogation of Article 370
and the bifurcation of Jam-
mu and Kashmir into two
Union Territories.

The poll body said July 1 '
would be the qualifying
date for the electoral rolls
update.

The pre-update exercise
will begin on June 25 to set
up or rationalise polling
stations at locations most
convenient to electors in
group housing societies,
slums, city outgrowths and
rural areas. The final elec-

‘toral rolls will be published

on August 20.
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EC

orders revision

Announcement M

" pharti.Jain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Starting its prep-
arations for assembly polls in
Jammu and Kashmir, the

first after nullification of Ar-

ticle 370, as well as in Harya-

na, Jharkhand and Maha-
rashtra, the Election Com- :

mission on Friday an-
nounced  the  special

summary revision (SSR) of

“electoral rolls in the four

states/UTwith July1,2024,as |

the qualifying date.

“Roll updation activities,
‘which offer eligible and un-

registered citizens an oppor-
tunity to enrol themselves
and vote in the upcoming
polls, as well as rationalisa-
tion and re-arrangement of
polling stations in the poll-
bound states/UT will starton
June 25 and end with final

publication of the revised -

J&K polls are expected
to be a standalone affair,
given the large require-
ment of forces not only to
maintain law and order
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'SELFIE AFTER YOGA: PM Narend
after leading a yoga session in Srinagar on Friday.

selfies with admirers
“The time is not far

when you will elect a new govt of J&K with your votes,’ he saidata
conference on Thursday. This will be the UT's first assembly polls

after the nullification of Article 370

and avert possible at-
tempts at disruption of
polls by terrorists, butalso
toprotect hundreds of can-
didates from being target-
ed.

J&K assembly polls are to
beheldbeforethe Sep3odead-
line set by the Supreme
Court, with chief election

commissioner Rajiv Kumar
already having announced
EC’s intent to conduct them
SOOI.

The poll announcement,
however, may comeonly after
Amarnath Yatra winds upon
Augl9,andthe publication of
the final roll for J&K on Aug
90 will pavethe way for this.

starts J&K election process,
of rolls in 4 states

Come After Amarnath Yatra Winds Up

The term of the state as-
semblies in Haryana, Maha-
rashtra and Jharkhand are
expiringonNova.Novzsand
Jan 5 respectively In 2019,
elections in Haryana and
Maharashira were  an-

- nouncedonSep2landpolling
~ was held on Oct 21. The elec-

tion in Jharkhand was held
separately in Dec 2018. The
choice of July1as the cut-off

~ date for special summary re-

vision of rolls in all three

~ states points to possible club-

bing of Jharkhand polls with
those in Haryana and Maha-
rashtra, with the announce-
mentlikelyinSep. - ‘
As per the SSR timetable
issued by EC on Friday
house-to-house  verification
by booth level officers shall
be undertaken between June
95 and July 24 across all four
states/UT to collect informa- _
tion on un-enrolled eligible

citizens, multiple entries,

dead and permanently shift-
ed electors; and also to make
corrections/improvements
inrolls.
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Poll bugle for three
states and J&K; EC
revising voters’ list

Elections to Jammu and Kashmir wil L help constitute a new
House after delimitation of consatuencr.es the poll body sald

NEW DELHI: The Election
Commission on Friday
said it has initiated
preparations for
forthcoming assembly
elections in Haryana,
Maharashtra and
Jharkhand with
updation of electoral
rolls in these states.

Poll: ;ireparations have -

been made for Jammu and
Kashmir too, EC said. July
1, 2024 will be the qualify-
ing date for roll updation.
For the just-held Lok Sabha
polls, the voters’ list was
updated with January 1 as
the qualifying date.
Qualifying date helps
establish number of vot-
ers on a given date in a
state or in the country.
The term of the exist-
ing legislative assem-

blies in the three states
are going to end on No-
vember 3, November 26

and January 5, 2025 re--

spectively and elections
to these legislative as-
semblies are required to
be conducted before the
completion of their
terms.

Besides, assembly elec-
tions in Jammu and Kash-
mir are also to be conduct-
ed for constituting a new

Elechon commlsswners ata press meet (file)

e o

house after delimitation of
constituencies, the EC said.
PM Narendra Modi had
said on Thursday that As-
sembly elections would be
held soon in Jammu and
Kashmir and plans are un-
derway to. restore state-
hood to the union territo-
1y in the near future.

He made the assurance
in his first visit to the val-
ley after becoming the PM
for the third time.
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