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HC rejects plea against

ECI's approval of E

S

as AIADMK chief

Sureshkumar.K
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: A plea seeking a
direction to the Election
Commission to reconsider
itsdecision toapprove Edap-
padi K Palaniswami as the
general secretary of Al
ADMK was dismissed by
Madrashigh courton Thurs-
day.

Adivision bench of Justi-

ceR Subramanian and Justi- |

ce C Kumarappan observed
thatthe plea wasnothingbut
publicity-seekinglitigation.

According to the petitio-
ners, Ramkumar Adityan
and K C Suren Palanisamy,
after the demise of former
chief minister J Jayalalit-
haa, Edappadi K Palaniswa-
mi and O Panneerselvam
made several unamendable
amendments to the party
constitution, including abo-
lishment of the post of gene-
ralsecretary.

In July 22, Palaniswami
took over the charge of the
party after expelling Panne-
erselvam from the party
Subsequently, the general
council of ATADMK elected
Palaniswami as the general
secretary, which they clai-
med was unfair as only the
primary members of the

Justice R Subramanian &
Justice C Kumarappan
observed that the

plea was nothing

but publicity-seeking
litigation

party could elect the general
secretary.

Despite several pending
suits challenging the elec-

tion, the EClrecognised him
asthegeneral secretary, they
added.

They further pointed out
that Palaniswami filed an af-
fidavit before a special court
seeking to dispense with his
appearance on the ground
that he is 70 years old and is
unlikely to continue in acti-
ve politics. In this situation,
allowing him to continue as
generalsecretary wouldlead
to another power struggle
they added.
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norms, the pleas sought EPS’s ouster from party chief post ,

CHENNAL Tt is a publicity interest
litigation, observed the Madras
High Court while dismissing a
petition demanding the Election
Commission of India (KCI) to
disallow Edappadi K Palaniswa-
mi to continne as the general
secretary of AIADMEK because
he amended the unamendable
provisions of the party and also
caused the party’s downfall.

A division bench of Justice R Sub-
ramanian and Justice C Kumara-
ppan refused to entertain the peti-
tion moved by Ramkumar Adityan
and KC Suren Palanisamy who
claimed themselves as the prima-
ry members of ATADMI. The peti-
tioners sought HC's direction to the
election comimission to allow them
to sitbmit documents regarding
their representation and pass fur-
ther orders.

The petitioners claimed that
after the demise of the late Chief
Minister and party leader J Jay-
alalithaa, Palaniswami and former
chief minister O Panneerselvam
made several unamendable amend-
mentis in the party Constitution, in-
chiding the abolishment of the gen-
eral secretary post. Panneerselvam
and Palaniswami appointed them-
selves as co-ordinator and joint

co-ordinator of the party hy usurp-
ing the power of general secretary
without following any procedures,
stated the plea.

Later the power hattle between
Palaniswami and Panneerselvam
reached a boiling point resulting
in the latter’s expulsion from the
party in a resolution passed in the
general council meeting held in
July 2022. Subsequently, the gen-
eral council elected Palaniswami
as the general secretary. This

Petitioners sought HC's
divection to the ECI to allow
them to submit documents
regarding their representation
and pass further orders

move is unfair because only the
primary members have the right
to elect a general secretary, said
the petitioners.

Challenging the amendment of
the party’s laws and the election of
Palaniswami as the party’s general
secretary, several suits have heen
filed in civil courts, submitted the
petitioners.

The petitioners pointed out that
despite these civil suits still pend-
ing the election commission accept-

ed Palaniswami as general secre-
tary. The petitioners contended
that they moved the petition seek-
ing to consider their case because
no action had been taken in this
regard despite several representa-
tions being made to the election
commission.

The petitioners also claimed
that after the ascendance of Pala-
niswami as the general secretary,
ATADMK continuously lost sever-
al elections including local body
elections. The party’s vote share
has fallen and its reputation under
Palaniswami’s leadership has de-
clined among the voters and party
members. Palaniswami, citing he
is aged around 70 years and his ac-
tive participation in party works or
the ensuning 2026 assembly election
is unlikely, had submitted an affi-
davit before a special court seek-
ing to dispense his presence,
claimed the petitioners.

Palaniswami may re-
tire from politics as he
has health issues. In this
situation, allowing him
to be the party’s general
secretary would lead to
another power struggle,
and hinder the growth of
the party, contented the
petitioners.
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EPS can continue as general secretary: HC.

“iting ATADMK’s downfall and amendments to provision against
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