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EC seeks
replies from
BJP, Cong. on
MCC violations

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
(EC) has sought responses
from the Bharatiya Janata
Party and the Congress to
the complaints accusing
their star campaigners of
violating the Model Code
' of Conduct (MCC) during
the election campaign.
The parties have been
asked to send their replies
by 1 p.m. on Monday.
Quoting Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi’s Novem-
ber 6 speech in Mumbai,
the BJP accused him of vio-
lating the MCC. The com-
plaint said Mr. Gandhi
“made totally unverified
claims and distorted the
truth by stating that Ap-
ple’s iPhones and Boeing’s
airplanes are being manu-
factured in other States of
the country at the expense
of State of Maharashtra”.
The Congress has made
allegations related to cer-
tain speeches by Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi and
Union Minister Amit Shah.
It said in his speech dat-
ed November 8 in Nashik,
Mr. Modi “made a series of
false, malicious, and
slanderous  statements”
targeting the party and its
allies. It also complained
against Mr. Shah’s speech
in Dhanbad (Jharkhand)
on November 12.
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NEW DELHI, NOV. 16

In the wake of the BJP
approaching the Election
Commission (EC) against
Rahul Gandhi and the
Congress against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Home Minister Amit
Shah for alleged poll code
violations, the election
panel asked the presidents
of the two parties on
Saturday to comment on
the charges levelled
against their leaders.

The EC wrote separate
letters to Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) presi-
dent J P Nadda and
Congress ~ chief
Mallikarjun Kharge, ask-
ing them to comment on

the complaints filed by the
other side.
The commission

exchanged the complaints
between the two parties

while seeking
responses.

The EC has sought for-
mal responses from both
the party presidents by 1
pm on Monday (Nov. 18),

while remmding them of
the commission's earher,

advisory to them during
the Lok Sabha electmn fo
keep star campaigners

and leaders under check .

so that public decorum is
not flouted and the model
code is followed in its let-
ter and spirit during cam-

aigning.

Top leaders of the two
parties are campaigning
in Jharkhand and
Maharashtra for the ongo-
ing Assembly polls in the
two states. -

During the Lok Sabha
election too,” the poll
authority had exchanged
complaints filed by the
two parties against the

thelr :

other's star campaigners,
including Modi, - Shah
Gandhi antharge
According to one of the
complaints filed by the

. Congress, at election ral-

lies in Maharashtra's
Nasik and Dhule on
November 8, Modi made a
series of "false, malicious,
and slanderous state-
ments targeting the Indian
National Congress (INC)
and its allies".

"In his statements, Shri

- Narendra Modi levelled

allegations against promi-
nent leaders of the INC
and former prime minis-
ters namely late
Jawaharlal Nehru, late
Indira Gandhi and late
Rajiv Gandhi...," the
Congress has told the EC.

' It has also accused Shah

of making a "slew of false,
divisive, malicious and .
slanderous
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Remarks against
each other;: EC

seeks responses
from BJP, Cong

New Delhi: Acting on BJP
and Congress’s allegations
against sach other, the Elec-
tion Commissionon Saturday
exchanged the complaints
and sought responses of the
presidents of the two parties
on the charges levelled
against their leaders. The
Congress had complained
against Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and home minis-
ter Amit Shah forallegedly la-
belling the party as anti-SC/
ST/0BC, and soughta banon
campaigning fof the remain-
derof the campaignperiod.
BJP on the other hand
complained to EC about Con-
gress MP Rahul Gandhi’s re-
marks alleging that BJP was
promoting RSS, letting Guja-
rat take away key invesiment
projects from other states and
also compromising the inde-
pendence of constitutional
and statutory bodies like EC,
CBI,EDetc.Ithad soughtare-
straint on Rahul “handing
out” such “lies” and demand-
ed an FIR against Rahul and
Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge inthisregard.
°  On Saturday, the EC, in
separate letters to BJP presi-
dent J P Nadda and Congress
chief Kharge, sought formal
responses from both by 1 pm
on Monday. At the same time,
it reminded them of the EC's
earlier advisory sent to them
on May 22, 2024 during Lok
Sabha elections, to keep star
campaigners and leaders un-
dercheck. T
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