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The Election Commission
has asked political parties

to refrain from using chil- . -

dren in campaigning “in

any form”, including dis- -

_tribution of posters, pam-
-phlets, sloganeering and
in gatherings like rallies.

" In a directive sent to par-.

ties, the -poll panel said
-there is “zero tolerance”
‘towards use of children in
.any manner during the
-electoral .process by par-
- ties and candidates. In the
“strict - directive”, that
comes ahead of the Lok
Sabha .polls, candidates
have also been asked not
- to carry children in their
arms while campaigning.
“In continuation of .its
earlier directives to par-
ties - and candidates to
address plummeting lev-
els of campaign discourse
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= THE MERE presence:
of a child accompanied
by their parentor
guardian in-proximity of
a political leader and
who is not involved in .
any poll campaigning
activity , will not be.

e s

| unequivocally directed

5 THE ELECTION _
Commission has also -

all election officials

and machinery to
refrain from.involving
children in-any ca?acity
during election-related

construed as a violation -

and to maintain respectful
discourse towards persons
with disabilities, the EC
has issued strict directives
regarding use of children

in any election-related

activities. Political leaders
and candidates should not

use children for campaign’

activities' in any manner
including holding a child
in their arms, carrying a
child in a vehicle or in ral-

lies,” the EC order said.
However, the mere pres-

ence of a child accompa-

‘poem, _sOngs,

work or activities

nied by their parent or

guardian -in proximity of
a political leader and who

. is not involved in any elec-
" tion campaigning activity

by the political party, will
not be construed as a vio-
lation of the guidelines.”

The EC directive further -
prohibition -

said, this
extends to the use of chil-
dren. fo ‘create ‘the sem-
blance. of a political cam-
paign in ‘any manner,
including use through

1pal

-~ allow participation

spoken -

ot to carry children in arms, vehicle

autions all parties against

gning

words; display of insignia
of political party/candi-

- date, exhibiting ideology

of political party, promot-
ing achievements of a
political party or criticis-.
ing the opponent political
parties or candidates.
Quoting legal provisions
-in' this regard, the EC
highlighted " the -Bombay

" high court order datéd

August 4, 2014 on a PIL —

Chétan Ramlal Bhutada vs

state of Maharashtra and
- others, which had stressed
. the need to ensure that

political parties do no}
o
minor children in" any
election related activities.

«“The commission has
unegquivocally directed all
election. = officials and
machinery to refrain from
“involving children in any
capacity during election-
related work or “activi-
ties,” the EC said.
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EC bans use of children for
election-related activities

Bharti.Jain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Parading cute
toddlers at poll rallies either
dressed up as a prominent
politician or sporting insig-
nia tied toa political party or
its ideology, or having poli-
ticians hold them in their
arms and drive them around
for heart:melting campaign
trail photos, will be a strict
no-nointhegeneralelection.
An exception has howev-
er been made where the child
isaccompanied or carried by
his parent or guardian, in the
proximity of a leader, and
who is not involved in any
campaign-related activity.
The Election Commission
- Monday, in its first-ever con-
solidated instructions
against the use of children in
electioneering, issued direc-
tives to poll officers as well as
parties and candidates, pro-

No use of children
| for activities like

| distribution of

' posters, rallies and
| sloganeeting, EC

| has directed

| parties, candidates
| and their agents

hibiting the participation of
children in election-related
activities. Though there were
earlier instructions by EC on
this, the latest directives cov-
er scenarios like children be-
ing sported as “subtle vote-
catchers” or being made to
speak or wear insignia to pro-
mote a party or candidate or
tocriticisean opponent.

The instructions ask the
poll machinery to refrain
from engaging child labour
for election-related activities.
The district election officers

or returning officers shall be
personally responsible for
any violation of anti-child la-
bourlaws, andface severedis-
ciplinary action as well as
consequences of thelaw.

EC has directed parties,
candidates and their agents
not to employ children for ac-
tivities like distribution of
posters and pamphlets, sloga-
neering,campaignralliesand
election meetings, citing pro-
visions of the Child Labour
(Prohibition and Regulation)
Act, 1986 and extant guide-
lines of the National Commis-
sion for Protection of Child
Rights. The participationof a
child in the semblance of a
campaign may either be by
spoken word, poem or song;
display of insignia of the par-
ty of candidate; exhibiting
ideclogy of political party,
promoting achievements of a
partyor criticising itsrivals,
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