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Vikravandi byelection: DMK, PMK
lock horns in high-stakes battle

S. Prasad
VILLUPURAM

he Vikravandi As-
T sembly constituen-

Cy Is set to witness
a high-stakes byelection,
with the ruling DMK keen
on retaining the seat amid
an all-out effort by the PMK
to draw on the caste arith-
metic and mount a tough
challenge. The NTK is also
in the fray, but it is yet to
get a positive response on
support from the AIADMK
and the DMDK, which have
chosen to boycott the July
10 byelection.

The byelection was ne-
cessitated by the death of
DMK MLA N. Pugazhenthi,
The constituency is facing
its second byelection in the
last five years. Its caste
composition is predomi-
nantly Vanniyars, followed
by Dalits, and other inter-
mediate castes.

All the three candidates
in Vikravandi belong to the
dominant Vanniyar com-
munity. The DMK has field-
ed Anniyur Siva, the secre-
tary of the party’s
agri labourers’
wing, while the PMK, as
part of the NDA, has given
tcket to €. Anbumani. The
NTK has fielded Abinaya.

The DMK has deployed
a battery of Ministers for
campaigning in the consti-
tuency. Against the back-
drop of the hooch tragedy
in the neighbouring Kalla-
kurichi district that has
claimed 65 lives, the DMK

Constituency Watch
Key contestants
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. Awaiting an upgrade: The Primary Health Centrs in Vembi
Panchayat is yet to be converted into a 30-bed hospital.

is banking on the imple-
mentation of many welfare
schemes by the M.K. Sta-
lin-led government in the
last three years.

The PMK, which has
been in a precarious posi-
tion following a drubbing
in the recent Lok Sabha
election, has been trying to
win popular support by
blaming the DMK govern-
ment for not conducting a
caste census, thereby de-
nying Vanniyars internal
reservation in government
Jjobs and higher education.

The PMK, headed by Anbu-
mani Ramadoss, has
launched an intensive
door-to-door  campaign,
banking on the support of
the Vanniyar community,
and highlighting the delay
by the DMK in implement-
ing the 10.5% internal re-
servaton sought by the
PMK long ago.

The ruling party, for its
part, has put the ball in the
Centre’s court by getting
the Assembly to adopt a re-
solution urging the Centre
to conduct the caste cen-

sus alongside the decadal
population census.

Mr. C. Anbumani had
contested from Vikravandi
in the 2016 Assembly elec-
ton and secured 41,119
votes, as against the
AIADMK's 56,622 votes
and the DMK’s 63,203
votes. The PMK had gar-
nered 23.19% of the votes.

The NTK is hoping to
split the votes and possibly
draw voters from the sup-
port base of the AIADMK.
While a majority of Dalits
are likely to vote for the

DMK, a three-way split of
Vanniyar votes may prove
costly for the PMK.

Before the delimitation
of the constituencies, Vik-
ravandi was part of the
Kandamangalam (Re-
served) segment. In the
2011 election — the first af-
ter delimitation —Rama-
murthy of the CPI(M) won
the seat, beating K. Ratha-
mani of the DMK by a mar-
gin of 14,897 votes.

* In the 2016 election, K.
Rathamani defeated his
nearest rival, R. Velu of the
AIADMK, by a margin of
6,912 votes. In the 2019
byelection, the AIADMK’s
M i won the
seat by a margin of 44,934
votes.

The DMK wrested con-
trol of the seat from the
AIADMK in the 2021 elec-
tion, winning by a margin
of 9,573 votes. The NTK
polled 8,216 votes and
came a distant third. “The
DMK has deployed over 9
Ministers and a Member of
Parliament in Vikravandi,
and it only shows their fear
of their party candidate
losing here,” a PMK func-
tionary said.

DMK upbeat

However, Minister for
Higher Education and par-
ty strongman K. Ponmudy,
who has been leading the
campaign, is confident of a
win by a big margin. At
most public meetings, he
emphasises that the DMK
has executed several wel-

e, will draw on the caste arithmetic to give the ruling party a tough fight. The NTK is also in

the fray, butit is yet to get a positive response on support from the AIADMK and DMDK, which have chosen to boycott the July 10 byelection

fare schemes, and develop-
ment is a key issue here.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Mr. Siva said that Pugaz-
henthi had contributed im-
mensely to the constituen-
cy’s development. “T will
implement the works that
have been left out. The
campaign has received an
overwhelming response
from the people, especially
women, who have been ex-
pressing satisfaction with
the welfare schemes imple-
mented by the government
led by Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin,” he said.

Mr. Siva said that esti-
mates had been prepared
for the long-pending Nan-
dan canal project, and that
he would prevail upon the
government to ensure its
speedy implementation.

Mr. C. Anbumani said
that he would focus on ful-
filling the basic needs of
the constituency. There
had been no infrastructure
development, and unem-
ployment had also been
rising over the years, he
said. “I will strive to ensure
the speedy implementa-
tion of the long-pending
Nandan canal project to
address the water woes of
farmers,” he said.

According to him, he
had played a major role in
the victory of the AIADMK
candidate in the 2019 bye-
lection to Vikravandi.
“Though the AIADMK is
not contesting this time,
the people will vote for
me,” he said.
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Akhilesh: LS polls result
marked end of communal

politics in India

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI. JuLy2

Samajwadl Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav on Tuesday
said that the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls marked the end of com-
munal politics in India, and
were a moral victory for the
INDIA bloc.

Parhcipatmg in the debate
on the motion of thanks fo
the President’s address, the
Lok Sabha member from
Kannauj also questioned the
authenticity of EVMs and
said that he and his: party
will oppose it even if his
party wins all the 80 seats in
Uttar Pradesh.

Mr Yadav also said that the
BJP’s defeat in the Faizabad
seat of Ayodhya, where the
Ram temple has been built,
shows the wisdom of voters,

He called June 4, the day the
election results were
declared, the day of inde-
pen_dence from communal
politics for India. -

“The whole of India has
understood that INDIA is
pro-India. This election is
the moral victory of INDIA.
It is a victory of positive pol-
ities. It is a victory of PDA
(pichde, dalit, alpsankhyak),
social Just:lce movement.
2024's message is also full of

‘responsibility for the INDIA

bloc,” Mr Yadav said.

The former chief minister
of Uttar Pradesh said,
“June 4 was the day of inde-
pendence from communal
politics for India. In this
election, communal politics
was lost forever. This elec-
tion is a new era of positive
politics, pro-Constitution

people have won, the
Constitution has won... It is
the end of top-down poli-
tics,” he said.

Questlom.ng the authentici-
ty of EVMSs, the Samajwadi
Party chief szud “When the
model code of conduct was:
imposed, the government and
the commission were favour-
ing some people. I do not want
to go into details.” :

In an apparent reference to
the poll panel, Mr Yadav said
that somewhere a guestion
has been raised on that mstl-
tution as well.

. ‘I did not trust EVMs yes-

terday, I don’t trust them .
today. And even if I win all 80
seats, I will not trust EVMs.
The issue of EVMs is not
dead, and we Samajwadis
will remain adamant on it,”
he said.
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