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New Detlhi: Acting on & com-
plaintfrom Maharashtra chief
electoral officer (CEO). Mum-
bai Cyber Police on Saturday
njghtregisteredeIRagamst
foreign-based EVM basher
SyedShuja inconnectionwitha
video showing him making
ufalce, baseless and unsubstan-
tiated claims” that he could
hack and tamper EVMs in the
vecent Maharashtra polls by
{solating their frequency.
Shuja was booked under
Section 318(4) of the Bharatiya
NyayaSanhita(BNS)andclaus-
as 43(g) and 68D of the Informa-
tion Technology Act, 2000.
Shuia, who Election Com-
missionsourcessaid isbasedin
a “third country”, was last in
thenewsforhaﬁngaddr&sseda
press conference in London on
Jan 21, 2019, with a handker-
chief covering his face as he
madesimﬂarclaimsthat
could be hacked by isolating
their frequency. and that the
9014 Lok Sabha polls were
rigged. He had, however, pro-
vided no proof insupport of his
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Police Action Comes After complaint By Top Poll

said both Delhiand
o will take all
hend anyone within
India who isin ¢ ntact with
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shocking claims. T

had taken serious note of Shu-
ja's mischievous
London press event
interestingly, Congre
Sihal was present —
nths ahead of the2013
Lok Sabha polls. It
rected Delhipolice
against him under S
f the Indian Pe
deals with acts of public
mischief through circulation
of content that may cause fear
oralarm in the pub!

Mumbaipolicewﬂlmheallpos-
sible steps 10 identify
ne within India
whois incontact’
als like Shuja or com!

ons are a Serious
d no one who is in-
illbe spared.” a senior

to hack EVMs in the
Maharashtra po
through the ministry of exter- payment by isola
. repeatedly ap- i
levant authorities
untry” for help

would alter theresult, the Mah-

“in the third co
to investigate Shuja.
been no forward movement on

Sunday that the
standalone de-

k EVM cgitic
ke claims

Official In Maha

vice, “cannot be connected o
any network including any Wi-
Florany Bluetooth by any pei-
son whatsoever”. “Therefore,
guestion of manipulating
EVMs doesnot arise. EVhIsare
completely tamper-proof,” it
said.

Recalling that Supreme
Court has time and again re-
gosedfaithinEWIs.the poston
¥ also mentioned the FIR regis-
tered by Delhi Police against
ShuiammlsonEC'sdirections.

Section 318(4) of BNS— un-
der which Shuja has peen book-
od — statesthat whoever cheats
and dishonestly induces a per-
sonto bedeceived tomake,alter
or destroy anything which is
sigmed or sealed, shall be puni-
shed with imprisonment up o
seven years, with a fine. While
clause 43(g) of the IT Actmakes
it ﬂlegaltohelpsomeoneaccess
a computer resource in viola-
tion of the Act and its rules,
clause 66D deals with cheating
bypersouatipnby meansof any
communication device or com-
puier resource, punishable
with a jail term of up to three
yearsandaﬁneupto 71lakh.
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Now, CPM MP asks EC fo clarify
Maha poll percentage surge

THIRUVANARTHAPURAN: Thiruvananthapuram:
CPM Rajya Sabha MP John Brittas on Sunday
wrote to the Election Commission of India
stating that there is an “urgent need” for
clarification on alleged discrepancies in voter
turnout percentage of the recently concluded
Maharashtra Assembly polls.The letter by
Brittas has come two days after the Congress
raised with the EC "serious and grave inconsist-
encies” which it said were being revealed in the
data relating to the polling and counting
processes for the Maharashtra elections.
Responding to the issue regarding the veter
tumout datg, the EC on Saturday asserted that
there was no discrepancy in it and the data was
available with all candidates polling station-wise
and is verifiable.In the letter addressed to Chief
Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar, Brittas said -
certain allegations have recently emerged in the
public domain regarding voter turmout figures and
post-poll patterns, particularly in the context of
the Maharashtra Assembly elections.
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More voters per \‘
booth: SC to hear
plea on EC move

MEW DELHI: The Supreme

court refused to issue any
notice to the poll panel but
allowed the petitioner to
serve the copy to the stand-
ing counsel of the Election
Commission so that its
stand on the issue is known.

Senior advocate  Ab-
hishek Singhvi, appearing
for the petitioner, contend-
&4 that increasing the num-

ber of voters from 1,200 to

Court is scheduled to 1,500 would lead to the ex:
hear on December 2 a clusion of mnderprivileged
PIL challenging the groups from the
Election Commission’s ocess as it will take a
decision to increase the onger time for an individu-
maximum number of al to cast their franchise.
voters per polling station He had also submitted
from 1,200 to 1,500. that longer queues at the
polling station and longer
A Bench comprising Chief waiting periods would dis-
Justice Sanjiv Khanna and suade voters from going to
Justice Sanjay Kumar will - cast their votes.
take up the PIL filed by one The bench said the poll
Indu Prakash Singh, who pamlwanismoreanﬁmore
has challenged two commu- to vote and with the
nications issued by the use of EVMs, it takes a
Election Commission in  shorter time compared to
ing the number of it is trying to re-
voters per duce the time taken
stations in each -, to cast votes by in-
constituency creasing the
‘across India. number of EVMs
Singh has at booths.

contended that The petition-
the decision to § er has

the that the poll pan-
nimber of voters per poll- el’s decision would impact
ingboothwasarblmand the voters during the as-
not based on any data. sembly elections in Mahar:

On October 24, the top ashira and

next year.

Singh said that elections
are normally held for 11
hours and it takes around
60 to 90 seconds to cast one
vote, and therefore 660 to
490 persons can cast their
vote in a day at one polling
station with one EVM.



D= ala

Dared: O

9 .9.08.)

El’s move fo increase voter
count: SC to hear plea today

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 1

The Supreme Court is
slated to hear on Monday
a PIL challenging the
Election Commission’s
decision to increase the
maximum number of vot-
ers per polling station
from 1,200 to 1,500.

A bench of Chief
Justice Sanjiv Khanna
and Justice Sanjay
Kamar will take up the
PIL filed by one Indu
Prakash Singh, who has
challenged two communi-
cations issued by the poll
panel in August 2024,
increasing the number of
voters per polling stations
in each constituency
across India.

Ms Singh has contended

Dot an

that the decision to
increase the number of
voters per polling booth
was arbifrary and nof
based on any data. .

On October 24, the SC
refused to issue any
notice to the poll panel,
but allowed the petitioner
to serve the copy to the
standing counsel of the
ECso that its stand on the
issue is known. ]

Petitioner’ counsel
Abhishek Singhvi con-
tended that increasing
the number of voters
from 1,200 fo 1,500 would
lead to the exclusion of
underprivileged groups
from the electoral

rocess, as it will take a
onger time for an indi-
vidual to. cast the
vote.
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EUM “hacking’ video
Mumbal: Amidst allegations
of manipulation of electronic
voting machines (EVMs), a
video created a buzzin
Maharashtra, which showed
a man claiming that he could
hack the EVMs by isolating
machine frequency. While
the Election Commission has
denied the claims, it has also
registered a complaint with
the Mumbai cyber police in
this regard. In the viral
video, a man on a video call
explains how he can alleged-
ly manipulate and tamper
with the EVMs in the
Maharashtra polls. He states
that he has “access” to 281
out of 288 seats, though he
adds that “frequency isola-
tion is not possible” in some
regions. He also mentioned
that 752-53 crores will be
charged for allegedly ensur-
ing victory in 63 seats. )
need someone to carry a
phone and access a particu-
lar application that will scan
the area and come up with
which frequency we can

isclate.



SC to hear plea against raising
voter count per polling booth

The Supreme Court is scheduled to hear on
Monday a PIL petition challenging the Election
Commission’s decision to increase the maximurm
number of voters per polling station from 1,200
t01,500. A Bench of Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna
and Justice Sanjay Kumar will take up the petition
filed by Indu Prakash Singh, who has

two communications issued by the EC in August
increasing the number of voters per polling
stations in each constituency across India. Senior
advocate Abhishek Singhvi, appearing for the
petitioner, submitted that longer queues at the
polling station and longer waiting periods would
dissuade voters from going to cast their votes. e

EC files police complaint
against ‘ EVM hacker’

The Mumbai Cyber Police have lodged a first
information report (FIR) against a man who
claimed he could hack electronic voting
machines (EVMs) by isolating machine
frequency, Election Commission (EC) officials
said. The complaint was lodged by the
Maharashtra chief electoral officer, alleging that
the claims made by the accused, Syed Shuja,
were false and unsubstantiated. The FIR was
registered under the Rharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and
the IT Act at the Cyber Police Station, Dakshin
Mumbai on November 30 “against the person in
this video”, the CEO said. em




