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Shiv Sahay Sm

KOL!(ATA

: The Election Commission

has deployed 967 compa-
nies of the Central Armed

Police Forces (CAPF) for
_polﬂng across nine consti- -

tuencies in West Bengal in
the seventh and final
of the Lok Sabha election
onSaturday. The State pol-
ice is also deploying 33,292
personnel in these consti-
tuencies, making this the

highest deployment of se-* -

ity forces for a single
phase of poiﬂng in the
State during this election.
The highest concentra-

tion of the Central forces —
246 CAPF companies — are
being deployed in the Kol-
kata police jurisdiction,
followed by 160 companies

in the Baruipur police dis- .

trict, 116 in the Basirhat
police district, 110 in the
Diamond Harbour police
district, and 114 in the Sun-

Polling will take place in

the State capital, its sub-
urbs, and the Sundarbans,

phase §

: Barasat

EVMs, atthe Netaji Indoor Stadium in Kolkata

Diamond Har-
bour, Jadavpur, Basirhat,
Joynagar, andMaﬂimphr

in the nine constituencies  this phasé

ofKolkataDakShﬁlaﬂﬂ

Kolkata Uttar, Bum m,m e

Cthat it was Trinamool
workers who had hurled

reports of supporters of

Saukat Mollah, the Trina- ;
- mool MLA from 7

‘Canning
Purba, allegedly hurling
bombs at ISF workers. The
Election Commission has
directed Mr. Mollahnotto
step out of his &nntng
Purba consutuency on

pollingday.
As Kolkataandfhead-_

joining areas head to the
polls, the region witnessed
pre-monsoon showers. In
remote areas of the Sun-
darbans, election officials
faced difficulties in reach-
some areas, there was wa-

ter logging outside polling
booths.

The weather forecast for

Sid- ~ Saturday includes general- -
ly cloudy skies with rain or

thunderstorms.
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EC gave nod to 95000
rallies in West Bengal,
highest in the country

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

The Election Commission
accepted 94,975 applica-
tions for holding rallies
and meetings during the
Lok Sabha election cam-
paign in West Bengal. More
than 1.19 lakh applications
were made to the EC dur-
ing the seven-phase poll-
ing, and the commission
ted permission to
94,975 rallies, public meet-
ings, and other forms of
campaign. A
Sources in the EC said
the number of applications
and the permission grant-
ed were the highest in the
country. West Bengal
elects 42 Lok Sabha MPs,
while Uttar Pradesh elects
80, and Maharashtra 48.
The data from the Suvid-
ha portal of the EC show
that 10,245 permissions
were granted in North 24
Parganas district, where
two Lok Sabha seats — Ba-
sirhat and Barasat — go to
. the polls ont Saturday.
' Another interesting set

. of statistics that has

852 kg of egn- losives,
1,605 crude bombs,

and 707 firearms
were also seized
during the campaign

emerged from the cam-
paign is the number of ap-
plications submitted to the
EC for the use of helicop-
ters and helipads. The EC
allowed 669 of 890 appli-
cations it received in West
Bengal for the use of heli-
copters. The Trinamool
Congress received permis-
sion to use helicopters on

- 521 occasions and the BJP |

124. :

The EC also seized cash, |
liquor, drugs, precious me-
tals, and freebies amount-
ing to ¥440 crore in the
State. Liquor worth %110
crores, freebies amounting
to 91 crore, and 334 crore
in cash were seized during
the campaign - '

Nearly 852 kg of explo- |
sives, 1,605 crude bombs, |
and 707 firearms were also |
seized during the cam- |

paign.




THE HINDU
B 1JUN 2024

DMK writes to CEO saying
- official statementon -

‘counting of postal votes
has caused confusion

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAT

The DMK on Friday wrote to Chief Electoral Offic-
er (CEO) Satyabrata Sahoo on the procedure to be
followed for counting of postal votes and said a
statement issued by the Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion Commissioner (GCC) in this regard has
caused confusion. A press release issued by the
GCC Commissioner says that postal yotes will be
counted at the end. This, does not appear to be a
correct procedure. The statement caused confu-
sion among counting agents, DMK organisation
secretary R.S. Bharathi said in his letter to the
The DMK called upon the CEO to issue direc-
tions to all returning officers and a public clarifica-
tion on the correct procedure. :
; e I_]é‘post:al ballots alone should be counted

Th
first, ificluding the Electronically Transmitted

Postal Ballot System and the ‘ordinary postal
ballots.

Only 30 minutes after this process, should the
counting of votes polled in EVMs commence. The
final round of counting of votes polled in EVMs
shall not be undertaken before the declaration of
the results of postal ballot, Mr. Bharathi said.

Apress release issu;ed by the G(_ZC Commissioner says that
postal votes will be counted at the end. FiLE PHOTO -
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New Delhi: As the Lok Sabha
polls are set to conclude on
- Saturday evening, various
media organisations will
~ declare the results of exit -
polls conducted after 6.30
pm. The Election
| Commnssnon (EC) had put an
embargo on the publication
of exit polls from April 19 (7
am) till June 1 (6.30 pm). The
Congress has announced
that it will not participate in
the debates on exit polls,
which will take place from
June 1 onwards.
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The Supreme Court on
Friday refused to entertain a
plea seeking a direction to
_the Election Commission to

hold re-polling in certain =

booths of the Munger con-
stituency in Bihar, saying the
high courts are not closed in
the country. A vacation
bench of Justices S
Sharma and P.B. Var:
asked the petitioner fo
approach the highgeust. The
apex court said, “Why don’t
you go to the high court?
 The HCs are not closed in
this country.” The counsel
for the petitioner alleged
that huge rigging and booth

capturing took place in the -

elections in Munger with the
connivance of the local
administration. The top
court, however, said it was
not inclined to entertain the
matter after which the peti-
tioner withdrew the plea.
The bench then dismissed
the matter as withdrawn.
The apex court was hearing
a plea filed by Rashtriva
Janata Dal (RJD) candidate
Kumari Anita seeking a
direction to the poll panel to
conduct re-polling in 45
booths in Munger. The plea
alleged serious manipula-
tion, booth capturing and
rigging by JD(U) workers
with the help of officials. It
also sought direction to
remove the district election
officer, Munger, Avaneesh
Kumar Singh, from all admin-
istrative responsibilities.

NDECCAN

CHRONICLL

0 - JUN 2024

EC will look into BJP
plaint against Uddhav

DC CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, MAY 31

Shiv Sena(UBT) chief
Uddhav Thackeray's
tirade against the
Election Commission
(EC) will be investigated
by the Central poll
authority. he

Maharashtra  election

commission has sent the.

draft English translation

-of Mr Thackeray’s state-

ments on May 20 to the
Election Commission.

In the press conference,
held on the last polling
day in the state, the Sena-
UBT chief had alleged
that the EC was biased
and the Narendra Modi
government was using
the election body as its
“house help”. He had
alleged that the voting
process in Mumbai was
slowed deliberately to
frustrate people who
would be against the
Modi government.

The BJP has filed a com-
plaint claiming Mr
Thackeray has breached
the model code of conduct
by holding a press confer-
ence while the voting was
still on and by casting

over May 20 remarks

Uddhay hackeray

aspersions on the EC.

“By making baseless
allegations against the
EC and the BJP
Thackeray has violated
the code of conduct. He
also made false and mis-
leading statements in the
press conference,” said
BJP leader Ashish Shelar
in his complaint.

Following the com-
plaint, the EC had written
a letter to the state elec-
tion commission seeking
details about what exactly
happened in the press
conference.

The English-translated
draft of the press confer-
ence has been sent to the
EC. It will scrutinise
things like whether there
was any controversial
statement made.

42 Assembly,
6 LS seats to
- gotopollsin
Odisha today
BHUBANESWAR, MAY 3T
As many as 6 LS seats

and 42 Assembly seg
ments in nine police dis

tricts of Mayurbhanj,

Balasore, Bhadrak

Jajpur, Kendrapara,
Cuttack
Jagatsinghpur, Puri and

Cuttack will go to polls
in the final phase of the
simultaneous polls in
Odisha on Saturday.
None of the districts
are . Maoist-affected.
However, some are high-
ly politically sensitive.
Mayurbhanj, Balasore,
Bhadrak, Jajpur, Ken-
drapara, . and  Jag-
atsinghpur are the six
LS seats to go to the polls
in the final phase. BJP
leader Baijayant Jay
Panda is contesting from
Kendrapara. Of these
six seats, the Biju Janata
Dal had won five in 2019.
Two former Union
ministers — Srikant
Jena (Congress) and
Pratap Sarangi (BJP) —
are caught in a triangu-
lar battle along with
Lekhashree
Samantasinghar of the
BJP in the Balasor seat.



' '§9304A JO SUnUNOD
a9y} 3uranp pejdope aq o)
ampedoad 3091102 pue [es9[
ayl durpaedax‘sajeprpued
9y} [[e Jo sjueSe SUrIUNOD
3y} Jo jjeusq 9y} J0J juour
-sounouue Jrqnd e ayewr pue
SI321330 suruaniey ay) (e
0] ‘UOTIO_IIP B ozm 0} eIpuj
Jo uorIsstmumo) zozuwam
a1} 3widan ‘pres ay ‘sjo]
-Teq Teisod oy} Jo jmsal oy
Jo uorjeIR[oap 9y} alojoq UL
-}ellopun aq jou [feys SIWAH
JO 3unjuno?d Jo punoJ feurj ay}
‘{ooqpuey a1} 0} SUIPIONY
9oUSUIUIOD
pmoys SIWAH Jjo Sununod

senuiu g Jo Axrdxa ay) Joyye
Aquo, Jey] pue JsIy pajunoo
2q pinoys ‘sjoreq reisod
Axeurpio pue SgId. Uyloq
‘sjorreq rejsod oyl jey) pejess
Aprespo jooqpuey ay) yanoyy
sjuese Jurjunod Jo spurw
31} UT UOISNJU0D 9[qeIaPISU0D
posned JI9UOISSTUWIUIO)) UoTjel
-0dIo) 9y} JOo juswiajels Iyl
jey) pres Jspes] NG dYL
‘2Inpad0ad 3021100 B

‘jou aq 0} pareadde 31 Jey pres

pue pue aYj Je pajunod ag
[ImsajoA Tejsod at yet) 308jje
9y} 0} TeUURY) Jo UOIjeIO
-d10) JO JoUOISSIUWUIO) 9y}
Aq asearaa mmm.a B 0] Uonjusiyje

STy MmaJp Tyjereyqg “Aeprig
uo QMO 9yl 03 Jepel e uj
BUTIUNOD J0J Uy e] 1M
SUORe eyqes o] ay) 10J
pariod $210A 3] UaYM ‘SJUeSY

sununo) 8y} J10J JooqpueH
‘pue sajeprpue) ay) 103 Jooqp

-URH ‘SIS0IIO Sutuamey syl
J10j OOqpPUEH ‘T961 SIIY U0
-nooﬁﬁ Jo jonpuo) o3 aad se

~ 38a1] paIUNO0d aIeMm sjofTeq Tel
~-god a1} JeY} 2INSUD 0} 007BS
‘ejeIqeAjes J80LJ0 [eI0109[H
‘JPYD A pes.am 1yjeTeyy S §

AIe1a1098 uorjezZruedio MINA

1€ AV IVNNIHO -

IN3ANOdS3™Y™O0D 2d

}SJI1J pa3unoo sjoqeq
~ 1e3sod syuem N

1TTIINOEHD

90 NOr - B

J NV IIHG



THE T1n:

R e T e PN ) T T 3 S8 SRR S 0,

~ ROs to fol ow rules

5 OF IN DIA
1~

Ttms News Nnmm( round of cour;tmg of votes
polled in the EVMs must not
Chemisi. DMK oi‘ganising be undertaken before the dec-
- secretary R S Bharathi has larationof resultsof the post-
- urged the Election Commis- al ballots to ensure free and
. sion of India (ECI) to direct fairelections.

- allreturningofficers (ROs)to He said the party does not
- count the postal ballots first ~ doubt the procedures and the
- and commence counting of ECI would follow the rules

i votespaﬂedintheEVMsonly But Chennai corpo
~ 30minutesafter. commissioner issued a press
In a memorandum ad- release stating that the postal
~ dressed to the chief electoral  votes would be counted at the
 officer of Tamil Nadu, Bha- end. “This appears to be nota
- rathi pointed out the hand- -eorrectproceduraThisstate
bookforreturnmgomoersas ~ment causes considerable
Zmrthe conduct of the minds of
&  FElonNe
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Popularity test
for VIPs in final
phase of polls

Prime Minister Narendra Modi seeking third
consecutive term; five ministers in the fray

RAJESH KUMAR THAKUR
@NewDelhl

A clutch of VIPs will face their
popularity test in the last of
seven phases of the general
elections on Saturday. At stake
is the reputation of big hitters
such as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, his five
cabinet colleagues and
Opposition leaders

like the Trinamool
Congress’s Abhishek l
Banerjee. While Modi

Prasad Yadav's daughter Misa
Bharti, and Congress’ Manish
Tewari. The prestige of actor
Kangana Ranaut and Himachal
minister Vikramaditya Singh
Singh is at stake in Mandi.
Taranjit Singh Sandhu,
former envoy to the US, is pit-
ted against Akali Dal's Anil
Joshi in Amritsar. Union min-
ister R K Singh is aiming at a

ogcops hat-trick from Arrah,

where his challenger is
1 Sudama Prasad, a sitting

MLA of the CPI(ML)

is meditating at the
Vivekananda Rock
memorial in Kanniya-
kumari, his party
leaders are managing
the Varanasi joust.

In all, 57 Lok Sabha

PHASE 7 FACTS
 §

(General 41; ST3; SC1}) in
A States/UTs go topolls

Liberation.

In Varanasi, those con-
testing against Modi are
Ajay Rai (Congress),
Ather Jamal Lari (BSP),
Kolisetty Shiva Kumar
(Yuga Thulasi Party),

seats spread across ?uftsﬁﬁ?nﬂ!s (Generl Gagan Prakash Yaday,
seven states — Bihar, ST6:C q} of Ddisha (Apna Dal, Kameravadi),
Uttar Pradesh, West ﬂsliembiy o wilhe  @nd independents Dinesh
Bengal, Himachal gpiapgplip ~ Kumar Yadav and Sanjay
Pradesh, Jharkhand, R KumarTiwari.

Odisha, Punjab —and
the Union territory of
Chandigarh will go to
polls. Modi is seeking
his third consecutive
re-election from Vara-
nasi. His cabinet col-
league Anurag Thakur
is seeking re-election from
Hamirpur. He is pitted against
Congress’ Anand Sharma.
Other prominent BJP leaders
in the fray are Anupriya Patel,
R K Singh, Mahendra Nath Pan-
dey, Pankaj Chaudhary, Lalu

109 lakh uﬁﬂs’ng
officials deployed
Over 10.06 cr electors
to cast thei votes - 5.4

cemale; .82 ¢r female
and 3,574 third gender

In Patna Sahib, BJP
veteran Ravi Shankar
Prasad is eyeing a second
consecutive term.

In Bengal, the seventh
phase will cover Dum
Dum, Barasat, Basirhat,

r Jayanagar, Mathurapur,
Piamond Harbour, Jadavpur,

»"Kolkata Dakshin, and Kolkata

Uttar, where the Trinamool se-
cured victories in 2019.

Late Mukhtar Ansari’s broth-
er Afzal Ansari is in the fray
from Ghazipur.
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Stage set for polhng inall
13 constituencies of Pun]ab

cmmem Polling will
be held Saturday for 13 LS
enmﬁthondagin Punjab,
where former Chief

Minister Charanjit Singh

‘Channi, ﬁlreeuﬂme MP

Kaurareinthetmy

The Union Territory of :

the 13 Lok Sabha seats. -

- The INDIA bloc allies -
the Congress and the AAP -
are contesting the Lok Sabha
polls separately while the

BJP ‘and the Shiromani

Akali Dal (SAD) are fighting
on their own for' the first
time since 1996. .

The SAD walked out of the
BJP-led National Democrat-
ic Alliance (NDA) in 2020
over the now-repealed three
farm laws.

Besides - the = Congress,
AAP, SAD and the BJP,

Among th? prominent fac-

es, BJP nominee and .four-

time MP Preneet Kaur
is seeking reelection from
the Patiala parliamentary
constituency,

Atotal of 2 14,81?39voters
including 1,01,74,240 women
and 773 niders are eli-
gible to cast r ‘vote in

g Puniab‘ For the 13 Lok Sabha
‘'seats, a total of 24,451 polling

staﬁons have been set up,
with 16517 in villages and
7,9 in cities, according to
the poll officials, ;

Polling will be held from 7
am till 6 pm.

Around 70,000 security
personnel, including central
forces, have been deployed

~in the wake of polling in 13

Lok Sabha seats on Satur-

day, said the Punjab CEO.
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