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Election officer
holds all-party
meeting on poll
roll inclusion

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

An all-party meeting was held on
Monday at the Ripon Buildings
under the leadership of Chennai
District Election Officer and Grea-
ter Chennai Corporation (GCC)
Commissioner : I
Kumaragurubaran.

The meeting focused on va-
rious election-related processes
such as ensuring the inclusion of
names in the electoral roll, a re-
lease said

Measures for effective han-
dling and resolving of complaints
and establishment of control
rooms at zonal levels were also
discussed at the meeting, the re-
lease added.

The meeting was conducted as
per the directives of the Election
Commission of India to ensure
free and fair elections.

The meeting was attended by
GCC officials and representatives
from all recognised political par-
ties.
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Cases booked
for poll-code
violations

still pending

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

As many as 64 cases,
which were booked for
poll-code violations during
the last Lok Sabha elec-
tion, are still pending with-
out any progress in the in-
vestigation. According to
an information obtained
under the Right to Infor-
mation Act (RTD), a total 64
first information reports
(FIR) were registered from
March 16 to April 14 in 11
Assembly segments in
Chennai district, which
come under the Greater
Chennai Police.

The number of cases re-
gistered Assembly seg-
ment-wise include 23 in
Saidapet, 11 in T. Nagar, six
in R.K. Nagar, five in Vela-
chery, four each in Egmore
and Mylapore, three each
in Perambur and Virugam-
bakkam.

‘No follow-ups’

R. Karthikeyan, the RTI ap-
plicant, said that in the
election cases, the police
usually don’t follow up the
investigation as it is direct-
ly against the local politi-
cians. “They wait until the
FIR becomes time-barred
which enables the accused
to file quash cases in the
court,”

However, a senior police
officer said all those cases
were booked for poll-code
violation and petty issues.
In case of bodily offences
or any violence reported
during the poll, we are not
sparing and will follow all
legal procedures and file
charge-sheets as per law,
he adds.
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An all-party conéuttaﬁvé'méeﬁng chaired by Chief Electoral Officer Archana Patnaik held in the
city on Monday. —DC
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ENSURE ERROR-FREE,
VOTER LIST, ECI URGED

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

OFFICE-BEARERS of politi-
cal parties who attended the
meeting of the recognised po-
litical parties convened by
Chief Electoral Officer Arch-
ana Patnaik on Monday
stressed preparing 100% er-
ror-free electoral rolls for the
2026 Assembly election well
ahead of the polling date.

RS Bharathi (DMK) said
permission for advertise-
ments on social media should
be given within 24 hours. As
of now, it takes a week and de-
layed permission does not
Serve any purpose.

D Jayakumar (AIADMEK)
said the issuing of booth slips
should be done perfectly. Im-
partial action should be taken
against election officials who
are involved in irregularities.
Different lists of voters being
given to the political parties
and the presiding officers
should be avoided and an
identical list of voters should
be given to both to avoid last-
minute confusion. The list of

deleted and included voters
should also be given to the po-
litical parties, he said.

The CPM said that in the
polling station, EVM should
be placed first and next to it,
the VVPAT machine should
be placed to ensure transpar-
ent elections. The all-party
meetings should be held once
in six months instead of hold-
ing them during the election
times alone.

The VCK emphasised on
timely completion of voters
list, at least a week before the
election. The CPI said the
electoral registration officer
should be made responsible
if the electoral rolls are to be
prepared flawless.

KaruNagarajan (BJP) said
the same polling booth should
be designated for all elections.
The list of deleted voters and
those above the age of 80 who
can-vote from their homes
should also be given to the po-
litical parties.

The office-bearers of Aam
Aadmi, DMDK, Naam Tami-
lar Katchi and Congress also
took part in the meeting.

TN CEO Archana Patnaik chairs a meeting with representatives of political
parties at the secretariat in Chennai on Monday | pJawAHAR
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DMK moots nod for political advts granted a day before release

AIADMK: Link Aadhaar, EPIC

Archara Patnaik chairs meeting of poiftical parties on Monday

CHENNAL: The ATADMEK has
demanded that the Election
Commission consider
linking Aadhaar with the
EPIC to avoid confusion in
the voter list, while the DMK
has demanded that prior
permission for political
party advertisements be
provided within 24 hours.

A suggestion to this effect was
made ar the mesting of the rec-
ognised national and state polit-
ical parties held by the chief
electoral officer Archana Pat-
naik on Monday.

Senior ATADMEK leader D Jay-
akumar said that of the six crore
voters in the state, four crore
voters have linked ftheir

Aadhaar with the EPIC. “Even
though it is neot mandatory fo
link Aadhaar. if the voter’s ID
and the Aadhaar are linked if
will weed out varicus issues in-
cluding photo mismatch, dele-
tion and removal of the deceased
person’s names,” he said.
Despite the numerous com-
plaints given to the commission,
the issues on the voter’s list were
not sorted out yet, he said. “Wa
have been suggesting to the com-
mission to make use of the tech-
nology in removing the names of
deceased persons from the voi-
er’s list by getting details from
the local bodies. But no action
has been taken on it,” he said.
Jayakumar also alleged that
there are two voters® lists cireu-

lated one for the political parties
and the presiding officers of the
polling booths. “The names of the
voters will be in the voting list
with the political parties hut
when they went inside the booths

for error-free voter's list

- their names would be marked as

deleted in the list with the presid-
ing officer,” he said.

DMK organising secretary RS
Bharathy said that if political
parties apply for advertising in
TV or social media to get prior
approval to the committee setup
by the Eleetion Commission, it
takes five days fo one week to get
approval. “Tt is an unwanted de-
lay. The committee should be in
the CEOQ's office. Permission
should be given in 24 hours,” he
told reporters.

BJP state vice president Karu
Nagarajan said that voters face
confusion over the rolling booths
as they were forced to visit differ-
ent booths for different elections.

“All the elections should be
held at the same booth. Voters
should not be forced to visit dif-
ferent booths for the local bedy
polls, assembly and parliamenta-
ry polls,” he said.

He also pointed out that the
election commission shares the
List of the newly added voters be-
fore the release of the final voters
list but the information on the
deleted voters were not shared.

“We demanded the commis-
sion to share deleted voters
list,” he said.
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