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Madras HC strikes off contents of election
petition filed against Dayanidhi Maran

Mohamed Imranullah S.
CHENNAI

The Madras High Court on
Friday struck off almost all
the paragraphs, related to
allegations of electoral
malpractices, from a plaint
filed in support of an elec-
tion petition challenging
the 2024 victory of DMK
MP Dayanidhi Maran from
Chennai Central Lok Sabha
constituency.

Justice N. Anand Venka-
tesh held that the election
petitioner M.L. Ravi of De-
siva Makkal Sakthi Katchi
had failed to substantiate
his allegations and there-
fore, the court would have
no other option but to al-
low the MP’s plea to order
deletion of paragraphs 6 to
23 and paragraph 27 from
the petitioner’s plaint.

The judge agreed with
senior counsel T. Mohan,
assisted by M. Sneha, re-
presenting the MP, that the
Supreme Court in a catena
of decisions had repeated-
Iy held that a full-fledged
trial need not be conduct-
ed on an election petition,
if the pleadings were found
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The election petition had challenged the vi

e L AT
ctory of the DMK MP

from Chennai Central Lok Sabha constituency in 2024.

to be unnecessary, scanda-
lous, frivolous or vexa-
tious. “The reason as to
why so much importance
is given to the pleadings in
an election petition is that
success of a candidate,
who has won an election,
should not be lightly inter-
fered with and therefore,
any election petition seek-
ing for such interference
must strictly conform to
the requirements of law,”
Justice Venkatesh said.

He went on to state:
“Setting aside an election
involves serious conse-
quences not only for the
returned candidate and
the constituency, but also

for the public at large inas-
much as re-election in-
volves enormous load on
the public funds and admi-
nistration. Hence, unless
the person, who files the
election petition, pleads
the entire material facts,
the court has been given
the power to strike off the
pleadings.”

In the present case, the
election petitioner had
found fault with newspap-
er advertisements issued
by DMK on the day of poll-
ing though the Election
Commmission of India’s mo-
del code of conduct per-
mits publication of such
advertisements if they had

been pre-certified by the
Media Certification and
Monitoring  Committee,
the judge said.

Similarly, rejecting the
election petitioner’s other
allegation that Mr. Maran
had spent approximately
¥58 lakh for printing stick-
ers for his election cam-
paign but had not dis-
closed the amount in his
election expenditure, the
judge said, there was no
material to conclude even
prima facie that the stick-
ers were printed at the in-
stance of the MP.

Though the petitioner
had also accused the MP of
having spent over ¥ lakh
towards providing break-
fast, lunch and tea to the
booth agents on the day of
polling and not including it
in his election expendi-
ture, the judge said, the al-
legation was bereft of par-
ticulars and was in the
nature of an assumption.
“This court ultimately
holds that the pleadings in
paragraphs 6 to 23 and 27
require to be struck off the
main election petition,” he
said.
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Opposition to raise

delimitation, voter ID
issues in Parliament

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

The second part of the
Budget Session that res-
umes in Parliament on
Monday is expected to be a
noisy one, with the Oppo-

. sition parties preparing to

train the spotlight on elec-
toral rolls and delimitation.

The Trinamool Con-
gress wants a detailed de-
bate on the Electoral Photo

| Identity Card (EPIC) issue,

which was recently raised
by West Bengal Chief Mi-
pister Mamata Banerjee.
Several Opposition parties,
including the Shiv Sena
(UBT), Left parties, and the
Samajwadi Party will join
the cause, while the DMK
will focus on the impend-
ing delimitation exercise.
The Congress, so far,
has not taken a call on its
strategy for the session.
The Congress Parliamen-
tary Strategy group is
meeting to discuss its stand
only on Monday evening.
Trinamool’s Rajya Sab-
ha leader Derek O’Brien
said the problems in the
electoral rolls, especially
the party’s recent revela-
tions on the duplicate EPIC
numbers was not an issue
that belonged to one politi-
cal party. “This is an issue
that concerns every citizen
of India. There has to be
free and fair elections,” Mr.
O’Brien said, adding that
there would be a “collabo-
rative effort” from the Op-
position to raise this issue.
The Samajwadi Party
will back the Trinamool’s
call. “In a democracy, it is
crucial that the agency
which conducts the elec-
tions works without any

Several parties to
back Trinamool
Congress’ call for a
debate on electoral
photo identity cards

prejudice and bias. In the
last few years, several
questions have been raised
on the way our elections
have been conducted,
from denying voting rights
to a certain section to du-
plicate EPIC numbers,” the
SP’s Rajya Sabha MP Javed
Ali Khan said.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Sanjay Raut confirmed that
his party would support
the demand for a debate.
Mr. Raut, along with Lead-
er of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
and NCP leader Supriya
Sule had recently ad-
dressed a press conference
on the “unusual addition”
of voters in the Maharash-
tra electoral rolls.

Senior CPI(M) leader
and Rajya Sabha MP John
Brittas said, “There are
numerous pertinent issues
of transparency with re-
gard to the functioning of
the Election Commission.
The Left parties want to
take up the whole gamut of
issues concerning inde-
pendence of the EC.”

The DMK’s Rajya Sabha
leader Tiruchi Siva said
that for his party and State,
the lack of clarity on delim-
itation was one of the top
priority issues. The Biju Ja-
nata Dal (BJD), while sup-
porting both the issues,
said its primary focus
would be on the delay in
conferring special category
status on Odisha.
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EC to fix duplicate voter ID
numbers issue in 3 months

Poll panel promises to resolve the problem after discussions with technical teams and Chief

Electoral Officers; Opposition parties demand to know why it was not addressed for decades

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

mid the controver-

sy over duplicate

voter ID Card num-
bers issued to some elec-
tors, the Election Commis-
sion (EC) on Friday said it
would resolve the matter
in the next three months
by ensuring a unique na-
tional EPIC number to all

voters.
The Trinamool Con-
gress, which had first

raised the issue of dupli-
cate voter IDs, was quick to
react saying “the EC has
admitted and accepted
their guilt today”.

Electors Photo Identifi-
cation Card or the EPIC
number is the 10-digit
number issued by the EC
to each voter.

On February 27, West
Bengal Chief Minister and
Trinamool Congress chief
Mamata Banerjee had al-
leged that the BJP was rul-
ing at the Centre “with the
blessings of the Election
Commission of India” ad-
ding voters from other
States to the West Bengal
voters’ list.

She said there were mul-
- tiple voters with the same
EPIC numbers.

In its statement on Fri-
day, the Commission said
that a sample enquiry of
over 100 electors reveals
that electors with dupli-
cate EPIC numbers are ge-
nuine electors. “Since the
allotment of EPIC series in
the year 2000 to the
States/UTs, some EROs
[electoral registration offic-
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Raising concerns: A delegation of the Trinamool Congress had met
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the Chief Electoral Officer of West Bengal on Thursday. ANI

ers] did not use the correct
series. The issue of allot-
ment of duplicate numbers
due to incorrect series
across States/UTs could
not have been detected as
the States/UTs were inde-
pendently managing the
electoral roll databases,” it
said.

The poll body said that
it has now decided to re-
solve this long pending is-
sue after detailed discus-
sions within the technical
teams and concerned
Chief Electoral Officers in
the next three months by
ensuring a unique national
EPIC number to the exist-
ing electors having a dupli-
cate EPIC number and for

future electors as well.

It said that if any person
has any objection, he has
the option to file the first
appeal to the District Ma-
gistrate/ District Collector/
Executive Magistrate un-
der Section 24(a) of the Re-
presentation of the People
Act, 1950.

Even if the person is not
satisfied with the decision
of the first appellate auth-
ority, a second appeal to
the Chief Electoral Officer
of the concerned State/UT
is allowed.

Rejecting the EC’s res-
ponse as a “feeble and du-
plicitous explanation”, the
empowerad action group
of leaders and experts (EA-

EC failed in duty,
says Trinamool
Congress

KOLKATA

The Trinamool Congress on
Friday said that Election
Commission had failed in its
duty. “After offering flimsy
clarifications, @ECISVEEP
finally admits to manipulating
the voter list. Now, in a
last-ditch attempt at damage
control, they claim they will
“fix the issue” in 3 months,”
the Trinamool Congress said
on X, posting from its official
handle. Trinamool Congress
MP Saket Gokhale posted on X,
“All of this has happened
because CM Mamata Banerjee
nailed the lies of the ECI and
exposed this scam”. Why was
nothing done for 25 years, he
demanded.

GLE) of the Congress had
several posers for the poll
panel.

The party said that the
EC, in a letter issued on
September 18, 2008, to
Chief Electoral Officers of
all States, had said that
“voter IDs are unigue”.

“However, the EC today
says, the issue of duplicate
voter IDs is a decades-long
issue,” the empowered
group said.

Further, the party asked
why the EC was speaking
of cleaning up the voter list
17 years later and “was the
ECI then all along misre-
presenting to the voters of
India that their voter IDs
were unique”.
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HC BINS PLEA AGAINST MARAN ELECTION /

Chennai, March 7: The
Madras High Court on
Friday dismissed a peti-
tion challenging the elec-
tion of DMK candidate
Dayanidhi Maran from
Chennai Central con-
stituency during the 2024
Lok Sabha polls.

Justice N. Anand Venka
tesh dismissed the elec-

tion petition filed by advo-
cate M.L. Ravi, who was
also 4 candidate from the
constituency. The judge
allowed another original
application filed by Mr
Maran, which sought.to
strike off certain plead-
ings made in the election
petition filed by Mr Ravi.
In his order passed in the

application filed by Mr
Maran, the judge said the
petitioner has merely
come up with an approxi-
mation of what expendi-
ture would have been
incurred by the applicant
(Dayanidhi Maran)
towards pasting of stick-
ers in the houses in the
constituency. mP7

HC BINS PLEA AGAINST MARAN ELECTION
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There was no material
available to even prima
facie conclude that the
stickers that were pasted
in the houses were directly
attributable to the appli-
cant. “The petitioner
wants this court to act
upon the approximation of
the expenditure that conld
have been incurred by the
applicant so as to add it to
the total expenditure of
the applicant. This
attempt made by him was
too far-fetched and the
pleadings available do not
make out a cause of action
for corrupt practice or in
violation of Section 77 of
the Representation of the
People Act,” the judge

added.

. The judge said the allega-
tions pertaining to the
expenses towards provid-
ing breakfast, lunch and
tea to the booth agents and
the expenses that could
have been incurred for
providing the tables and
chairs used by them out-
side the booths were bereft
of particulars and they
were more in the nature of
an assumption. It must be
borne in mind that these
booth agents were none
other than the party
cadres, who were working
for their political party
and the court cannot
assume that all these party
cadres were provided with
food, beverages, chairs
and tables by the candi-

dates themselves, the
judge added.

With respect to the alle-

gation on the expenditure
of a rally, of which the
.petitioner produced some
video clippings, the court
said the clippings nowhere
showed that the applicant
had participated in the
rally. Without any materi-
als, the petitioner
assumed that this rally
was organised by the
applicant, the court said.

The averments made nei-
ther show -the participa-
tion of the applicant nor
were material facts avail-
able to add the expendi-
ture submitted by .the
applicant towards the con-
duct of the political rally,
the judge added.



DEcc AN

CHRIDNIcCLE

Dokd: 08 038. 202
EC: Unique Epic numbers to
‘duplicate’ IDs in 3 months

New Delhi, March 7:
Amid allegations of a
cover-up over duplicate
voter identity card num-

bers,  the Election
Commission (EC) on
Friday said it will address

the ‘decades-long’ matter

u}‘the next three months.
As regards the issue of
duplicate Electoral Photo
Identity Card (Epic) num-
bers, the Commission has
already taken cognisance

of the matter. Irrespective .

of an Epic number, an
elector who is linked to

THE TMC, which has
raised the issue, said
though ECI has finally
accepted its “guilt”,
the poll body has still
not revealed how many
duplicate EPICs cur-
rently exist.

the electoral roll of a par-
ticular polling station can
cast his vote at that
polling station only and
nowhere else,” it asserted.

The poll authority said it
has now decided to resolve
this “long-pending issue”

after detailed discussions
within the technical teams
and state chief electoral
officers concerned in the
next three months by
ensuring a ‘unigue nation-
al Epic number’ to the
existing electors having a
duplicate Epic number.

Ttge new system will be
applicable for future elec-
tors as well, it added.

The Trinamul Congress
(TMC) had flagged the
issue of duplicate voter
identity card numbers in
different states. mP5

will fix duplicate *
voter IDs issue in
next 3 mnths: EC
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The TMC, which has raised
the issue, said though ECI
has finally accepted ifs
“oquilt”, the poll body has
still not revealed how many
duplicate EPICs currently
exist. In a statement, the poll
authority said India’s elec-
toral rolls are the biggest
database of electors across
the globe with over 99 crore
registered voters.
Explaining the procedure
related to the updation of
alectoral rolls, the EC said at
every booth, polifical par-

ties also have the right fo

appoint booth-level agents
(BLAs) who have a right to
verify the electoral roll of
the concerned booth and
raise. a complaint for the
anomaly, if any.

If any person has any
objection, he has the option
to file the first appeal to the
district magistrate or dis-
trict election officer under
section 24(a) of the
Representation of the
People (RP) Act, 1950.

If the person is not satis-
fied with the decision of the
first appellate authority, a
second appeal to the chief
electoral officer of the state
or Union territory (UT)
under section 24(b) of the

RP Act can be filed.
Data shared by the poll
authority showed that

across the coumniry, 89 first-
Jevel appeals and one Sec-
ond-level appeal were made
in Maharashtra and no
other state; EC functionaries
pointed out that no appeals
were filed in West Bengal.
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'HC rejects plea’
against Maran’s
election as MP

Times News NETwork

Chennai: Madras high co-
urt on Friday dismissed a
plea challenging the elec-
: tion of Day-
ran from
Chennai
Central par-
y liamentary
. 7 constituen-
cy inthe 2024 LS elections.
Justice N Anand Venka-
tesh dismissed the plea mo-
ved by advocate ML Raviof
Desiyva Makkal Sakthi Kat-
chi. According to Ravi,
even after the campaign pe-
riodended on Aprili7,2024,
DMK continued to adverti-
se through all major new-
spapers in the state, which
was in violation of Sec-

tions 123 and 126 of the Re-
presentation of the People
Act. “Even though there
were clear instructions
from the Election Commis-
sion to maintain Section
126 strictly in letter and spi-
rit, the party continued to
release and publish adver-
tisements in the daily new-
spaperstoinfluenceandin-
duce the voters,” he said.
He further alleged thai the
expenses incurred for the-
seadvertisements werenot
accounted for in the expen-
diture accounts submitted
by Dayanidhi Maran.
Holding that none of
the allegations was sub-
stantiated either by thema- :
terial facts or the relied- :
upon documents, the judge
dismissed the plea.
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New Delhi: The Election
Commission, responding to
concerns raised by some po-
litical parties regarding du-
plication in electors photo
identity card (EPIC) num-
bers, announced on Friday
that it would resolve the ‘dec-
ades-old issue’ within the
next three months.

Sharing that a recent
sample inguiry of over 100
electors had revealed those
with duplicate EPIC num-
bers to be genuine electors,
the poll panel said it has, fol-
lowing detailed consulta-
tions with technical teams
and the concerned chief
electoral officers (CEOs), set
a three-month timeframe to
ensure the allotment of a
unique national EPIC num-
ber to the existing electors
having duplicate EPIC num-
ber as well as to all future
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“EC: Will resolve duplicate EPIC
number issue within 3 months

short Deadline Fixed As Number Of Fake EPIC Issued Is Very Small’

Reprasentative image

CORRECTION BEFORE POLLS:
EC on Friday reiterated that
irrespective of an EPIC number,
an elector linked to the electoral
roll of a particular polling station
can cast his vote at that polling
station only and nowhere else’

electors.

The three-month dead-
line—whichwillensure that
all duplicate entries are cor-
rected before the next as-
sembly poll becomes due in
Bihar — was fixed as the
numberof duplicate EPICis-
sued across the country was

found tobe very small.

EC on Friday reiterated
that “rrespective of an EPIC
number, an elector linked to
theelectoralrollof aparticu-
lar polling station can cast
his vote at that polling sta-
tion only and nowhere else’.

Given that EPIC is issued
to a voter solely on the basis
of hisinclusion in the electo-
ral roll and any changes or
corrections in the roll can be
made during the annual or
pre-poll roll updation, fol-
lowed by a two-stage appel-
late process, EC on Friday re-
vealed that just 90 appeals —
including 89 filed with the
district election officer, the
first appellate authority, and
one with the chief electoral
officer(CEO), thesecondand
final appellate authority —
werefiled across the country
at the last annual summary
roll revision taken up be-
tween August 7, 2024 and Ja-

nuary 10, 2025.

All the 90 appeals — per-
taining to the countrywide
roll updation process that in-
volved nearly 99.2 registered
alectors, 10.5 lakh BLOs em-
ployed by state/UT govt and
13.9 lakh BLAs appointed by
parties — were filed in the
sole state of Maharashtra.
Though Trinamool Con-
gress has been at the fore-
front of flagging cases of du-
plicate EPIC numbers allot-
ted to voters in West Bengal,
the state did not see a single
appeal being filed with the
concerned DM/DEO or the
state CEO.

Explaining the reason be-
hind the duplication in some
EPICnumbers, thepoll panel
said that since the allotment
of EPIC series in the year
2000 to the states/UTs, some
electoral registration offi-
cers (EROs) did not use the
correctseries.
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Petition against election of Dayanidhi binned

CHENNAI: The Madras High
Court on Friday dismissed an
election petition filed against
the victory of DMK MP Dayani-
dhi Maran from the Chennai
Central constituency in the
2024 Lok Sabha polls,

Finding no merit in the elec-
tion petition filed by advocate
ML Ravi, who is the founder of
Desiya Makkal Sakthi Katchi,

Justice N Anand Venkatesh re-
jected certain pleadings in the
petition, as sought by Maran
before dismissing it, .

Nothing survives in the elec-
tion petition to continue hear-
ing, he remarked.

The petitioner, who had con-

tested the polls in Chennai Cen-

tral, alleged that Maran had
violated the election code by

distributing advertisements in
newspapers on the day of}
polling. {

He also stated that Maran’s
poll expenditure had exceeded
the stipulated amount of 293
lakh. Saying that the election
was not held in a free and faip
manner, he sought the court td
declare the election null and
void. ENS |
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Poll panel wakes up to errors after TMC'’s big outcry

EC sets 90 days to clean
fecades-old flaws on rolls

NEW DELHI: Amid allegations
of a cover-up on the issue of
duplicate voter identity card
numbers, the Election
Commission (EC) on Friday
said it will address the
“decades-long” matter in the
next three months.

In a statement, the poll authori-

ty said India’s electoral rolls

are the biggest database of elec-

tors across the globe with over
" 99 crore registered voters.

“As regards the issue of du-
plicate Electoral Photo Identity
Card (EPIC) numbers, the Com-
mission has already taken cog-
nisance of the matter. Irrespec-
tive of an EPIC number, an elec-
tor who is linked to the elector-
al roll of a particular polling
station can cast his vote at that
polling station only and no-
where else,” it asserted.

The poll authority said it has
now decided to resolve this
“long-pending issue” after de-
tailed discussions within the
technical teams and concerned
state chief electoral officers in
the next three months by ensur-
ing a “unique national EPIC
number” to the existing elec-
tors having a duplicate EPIC
number. The new system will
be applicable for future electors
as well, it added.

The Trinamool Congress
(TMC) flagged the issue of du-
plicate voter identity card num-
bers in different states and ac-
cused the EC of a cover-up.

Explaining the procedure re-
lated to the updation of elector-
al rolls, the EC said at every
booth, political parties also
have the right to appoint
booth-level agents (BLAs) who
have a right to verify the elec-
toral roll of the concerned booth
and raise a complaint for the
anomaly, if any.

If any person has any objec-
tion, he has the option to file the
first appeal fo the district mag-
istrate or district election of-

matter,” the source said.

Opposition MPs'submit notices for
discussion in Parliament

NEW DELHI: The issue of duplicate voter ID numbers is set to
be raised in the upcoming session of Parliament, with MPs
from the Trinamool Congress as well as other opposition
parties submitting notices, demanding a discussion on the
matter in the House, a source said. According to the source,
the MPs of the TMC as well as other opposition parties have
submitted multiple notices in both Houses, demanding a
discussion on the issue under different rules like short-dura-
tion discussion, Zero Hour and calling attention. “Ina
collaborative way, multiple notices have been given. The
issue shouid be discussed in Parliament, it is a very serious

ficer under section 24(a) of the
Representation of the People
(RP) Act, 1950.

If the person is not satisfied
with the decision of the first ap-
pellate authority, a second ap-
peal to the Chief Electoral Of-
ficer of the concerned state or
Union Territory (UT) under
section 24(b) of the RP Act can
be filed.

Data shared by the poll au-
thority showed that across the
country, 89 first-level appeals
and one second-level appeal
were made in Maharashira and
no other state. EC functionaries
pointed out that no appeals
were filed in West Bengal.
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