The 1ok (Eralith) E-Pepen, Dodel: 31-01:909 5
1148 0 s« § z - OU®JE

DELHI ASSEMBLY 2 Mins Read

Election Commission is favouring
BJP, alleges Kejriwal amid Yamuna
rOW

Kejriwal says history will never forget CEC Rajiv Kumar; AAP
workers march to the BJP headquarters in attempt to distribute
bottles of water with high Ammonia levels to saffron party
leaders

(» Listentoarticle

AAP national convener Arvind Kejriwal with Delhi Chief Minister and party
leader Atishi, and party leader Sanjay Singh during a press conference, in New
Delhi, on January 30, 2025. | Photo Credit: PTI
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New Delhi

Aam Aadmi Party chief Arvind Kejriwal on Thursday (January
30, 2025) alleged that the Election Commission of India was
favouring the Bharatiya Janata Party as Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar was eyeing a post-retirement job.
He also said if Mr. Kumar wants to indulge in politics, then

he should contest in elections.




y ALSO READ

Not satisfied with response, EC
il gives Kejriwal more time to provide
\ evidence of poisoning of Yamuna

“I want to tell the EC with full respect, money is being openly
distributed in Delhi, but the poll body cannot see it. The EC is
playing politics because Mr. Kumar wants a job after his
retirement on February 28. I want to tell Mr. Kumar that
history will never forgive him. I don't think anyone has ruined
the EC as much as Mr. Kumar,” he said while addressing a
press conference.

Mr. Kejriwal said he knew he would be jailed in two days but
was “not afraid”. Referring to the EC's letter on Thursday
asking him to provide evidence of Yamuna's poisoning before
11 a.m. on Friday, Mr. Kejriwal said, “The EC’s should not be
using that kind of language. If Mr. Kumar wants to indulge in
politics, he should fight from a seat in Delhi,” he added.
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Not satisfied with response, EC gives
Kejriwal more time to provide
evidence of poisoning of Yamuna

In its letter to Mr. Kejriwal on January 30, the EC asked the AAP
chief not to mix the issue of increased ammonia content in
yamuna with his serious allegations on the Yamuna being
poisoned

(®) Listentoarticle

AAP national convener Arvind Kejriwal with Delhi CM Atishi and Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Singh during a press conference, in New Delhi, on January 30, 2025.
| Photo Credit: PTI

THEHINDU BUREAU
/ Updated - January 30,2025 20:11 IST

Not satisfied with his previous response, the Election
Commission of India (ECI) gave Aam Aadmi Party chief
Arvind Kejriwal further time till Friday (January 31, 2025) to
provide factual evidence related to his claims of poisoning of
vamuna river. It further asked him not to mix the issues of
increased Ammonia content and poisoning in the river.
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Did not violate any laws: Kejriwal
responds to Election Commission on
Yamuna water row

Statements on Yamuna water being poisoned did not violate the
BNS or Code of Conduct, he says in reply; Atishi sends letter to
L-G stating he had bowed to ‘political interest’

@ Listen to article

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) National Convener Arvind Kejriwal. | Photo Credit: ANI

THE HINDU BUREAU
/ Updated - January30,202508:55IST

New Delhi

Aam Aadmi Party chief Arvind Kejriwal on Wednesday
(January 29, 2025) replied to the Election Commission of
India's notice over his claims regarding Yamuna water,
blaming the issue on indiscriminate discharge of untreated
waste into the river upstream, and denying he violated any

laws.

Delhi Assembly Election 2025 live updates - January 30,
2024




On January 27, Mr. Kejriwal alleged that the BJP government
in Haryana was “mixing poison” in the Yamuna water
reaching Delhi. Backing him on Tuesday, Delhi Chief
Minister Atishi had cited a letter by the CEO of the Delhi Jal
Board (DJB), which stated that while water plants in the
capital are designed to treat 1 parts per million (ppm) of
ammonia, levels in Yamuna water were well above
permissible limits. The DJB too, however, later refuted Mr.
Kejriwal’s allegations as “factually incorrect” and “without
any basis and misleading’, as “ammuonia in river Yamuna
increases’ during the winter months between October and
February.



ALSO READ

Haryana registers case against
Kejriwal over claims of ‘poisoned’
water

On Tuesday, the EC had asked Mr. Kejriwal to provide factual
evidence to substantiate his allegations.

In his reply, Mr. Kejriwal, citing the DJB CEQ's
communication, said: “The root cause of this water
contamination, as identified by DJB's [CEO’s] letter, is the
indiscriminate discharge of untreated domestic and
Industrial waste into the Yamuna River upstream. The
systemic failure in controlling this pollution has resulted in a
public health crisis of unprecedented scale. The urgent
cessation of these polluting activities is an absolute
necessity, and the upper riparian authorities bear the primary
responsibility to ensure that Delhi's water supply remains
uncontaminated and safe.”



ALSO READ

Haryana CM sips Yamuna water,
says no poison going to Delhi;
Kejriwal hits back

His statement did not violate Sections 196, 197 and 353 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, and Section 123(4) of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951, he said, adding there
was no breach of Model Code of Conduct (MCC). His
statement was “fully protected under the constitutional
guarantee of freedom of speech and expression, and no
offence or any violation of Code of Conduct was committed,”
Mr. Kejriwal's letter read.

Meanwhile, Ms. Atishi said in a letter to Lieutenant-Governor
V.K. Saxena that the latter had bowed to political interest.
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EC team visits Mann house in
Delhi for search, denied entry

Mann: EC, police trying to defame Punjabis at BJP' behest

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JAN. 30

Days ahead of the Delhi
Assembly polls, the AAP on
Thursday claimed that the
Election Commission (EC)
officials and the Delhi
police raided Punjab chief
minister Bhagwant Mann’s
Kapurthala House resi-

dence. The EC team report- -

edly conducted a raid for a
search operation. However,
they claimed that they were
not allowed to enter the
premises. £

The development comes
after a complaint about
alleged money distribution.
The EC’s flying squad was
initially not allowed entry
into the premises, but later
gained access, only to find
the rooms locked.

Terming it “yet another
politically motivated move
by BJP”, the AAP accused
the ruling party for misus-

. ing government agencies to
target the Opposition lead-
ers while turning a blind
eye to blatant violations of
the model code of conduct
by the BJP leaders.

AAP national convenor
Arvind Kejriwal ques-
tioned the ‘selective target-
ing of the Opposition lead-

_ers’, highlighting that

Thursday.

while the BJP leaders are
openly distributing cash,
blankets, sarees, shoes,
jackets, shawls, and even

gold. chains ahead of the

elections, it is the Punjab

- CM who is being subjected

to a raid. :

Mr Mann also strongly
condemned the raid, stating
that the Delhi police and
the Election Commission
were working under the
BJP’s influence to malign
the image of Punjab and its
people. 3

Speaking to the media, Mr

Police personnel outside Punjab chief minister Bhagwant
Mann’s Kapurthala House residence in New Delhi on

==

- DC

Kejriwal said, “The chief
minister of Punjab resides
in Delhi at -Kapurthala
House, which is his official
residence. It seems that a -
raid is being conducted on
the chief minister of
Punjab. I don’t understand
— it’s BJP leaders who are

~ openly distributing money,

blankets, sarees, shoes,
jackets, shawls, and even
gold chains. Yet, the raid is
happening on the chief
minister of Punjab. What
kind = of governance is
this?” :



JD(U) seeks more time for
JPC onone-na

DC CORRESPONDENTS
WITH AGENCY INPUTS
NEW DELHI, JAN. 30

At an all-party meeting held
here on Thursday ahead of
the budget session of
Parliament that begins on
Friday, the Opposition par-
ties pushed for a discussion
on the Maha Kumbh stam-
pede and blamed it on the
Uttar Pradesh government’s
alleged focus on VIPs rather
than - ordinary pilgrims.
Parliamentary affairs minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju said that the
business advisory committee
will decide on the agenda of
the session.

Mr Rijiju described the
meeting chaired by defence
minister Rajnath Singh as
“constructive” and sought
cooperation from  all
Opposition parties, adding
that the customary discus-
sions on the President's
address to Parliament and
the Union budget were the
main priorities in the budget
session.

BJP ally Janata Dal a.s.:me
has sought an extension in
the tenure of the Joint Parl
iamentary Committee seruti-
nising the bills proposing
simultaneous elections. #P8
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UP GOVT RAMPS UP SECURITY AS
DEVOTEES CONTINUE TO POURIN

DC CORRESPONDENT

" WITH AGENCY INPUTS

NEW DELHI/PRAYAGRAJ,
JAN. 30

A day after a stampede at
the Maha Kumbh Mela
left 30 people dead, the
Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment ramped up efforts
to ensure crowd manage-
ment and the safety of
devotees who continued
to flock in large numbers
for the religious gathering.

The devotees were

undeterred by the pre-

dawn chill and reduced

visibility due to the
dense fog in their bid to
take a dip in the Sangam
and at other ghats on
Thursday seeking “mok-
sha” or salvation.
Pilgrims, including wo-
men and children, were
seen walking to and fro
the various ghats amid
reduced visibility. Many
had thin blankets cover-
ing their bodies while
some stopped by bonfires

“along the routes to keep

themselves warm. :#P8
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JD(U) seeks more time for *
JPC on one-nation one poll

FROM PG 1

At the all-party meeting,
sources said, JD(U) leader
Sanjay Jha called for an
extension in the tenure of the
JPC, which was asked to sub-
mit its report by the first day
of the last week of the budget
session. The party said it
sought the extension as the
committee has met only once
and that such an important
piece of legislation will
require wide consultation.
‘Gaurav Gogoi and Jairam
Ramesh of the Congress, T.R.
Baalu of the DMK, Sudip
Bandhyopadhyay and Derek
O’Brien of the TMC were
amongst those who attended
the meeting. Mr Rijiju said:
“We have

appealed to all parties that
since it is the budget session
and the first session of this
year, the President will be
addressing. After the
President’s address, the
Economic Survey will be pre-
sented on January 31. On

Fébruary 1, the Union Budget -

will be presented, after which
discussions will be held on
the President's address fol-
lowed by the discussions on
the Budget. :

He added: “Tomorrow, with
the Rajya Sabha Chairman
and Lok Sabha Speaker, the
Business Advisory
Committee (BAC) will decide
the duration of discussions

 UP GOVT RAMPS UP SECURITY AS

DEVOTEES CONTINUE TO POUR IN

FROM PG 1

A large number of devotees
kept moving towards the
Sangam from the Prayagraj
city side via the Kachchap
Dwar, while several others
who had arrived for Mauni
Amavasya and the subsequent
rituals were Seen heading
back towards the city.

Considered among the holi-
est Hindu pilgrimages and
held once in 12 years, the
Kumbh Mela kicked off on
January 13 and will continue

-till February 26. The tragedy

struck on- Wednesday when
crores of devotees gathered
near the Sangam -- the point

‘where the Ganga, Yamuna

and mythical Saraswati rivers

meet —to take the traditional
holy dip on one of the holiest
days of the six-week event.
Maha Kumbh DIG . Vaibhav
Krishna - said the incident
took place due to crowd pres-
sure. The crowd broke barri-
cades and jumped to the other
side, crushing those waiting
there, he said. On Wednesday,
more than 7.64 crore devotees

had a “snan” at the Maha

Kumbh, the highest in a single
day so far.

A day after the tragedy,
about two- crore devotees
reportedly took the holy dip
by 4 pm on Thursday. So far,
more than 28 crore devotees
Mm.m said to have taken the holy

p.

on the President's address
and the Budget discussion.”
There are 16 bills and 19 busi-

nesses already listed in both

Houses.

The Opposition INDIA bloc
will raise all issues together
in the budget session,
Congress = leader Pramod
Tiwari said. He said his party
will flag the issue of the reli-
gious congregation at Maha
Kumbh becoming a gathering
of VIPs linked with the rul-
ing BJP. The issue of rising
unemployment and the plight

of farmers will also be raised
in the session, he added.
President Droupadi Murmu
will address both Houses of
Parliament on Friday,
January 31, kickstarting the
-session, in which Budget 2025
will be presented by finance
minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on February 1.
The first part of the Budget
Session will begin on
January 31 and continue till
February 13. The second part
of the session will begin on
March 10 and end on April 4.



Don’t mix ammoma,
poison, EC tells AAP

AVINASH PRABHAKAR
JHA | DC
NEW DELHI, JAN. 30

Amidst the ongoing con-
troversy over the accusa-
tions of “poison” being
mixed in the Yamuna

waters, the Election
Commission, in a fresh
‘notice on Thursday, asked
AAP. convenor Arvind
Ke]nwal “not to mix the
issue of incr ammo-
nia in Yamuna with his

_a]legaﬂtm of river poison-  Shah,
and asked him to

in - his . charges
against tha Haryana gov-
ernment by 11 am on

Friday. Hitting back, Mr
Kejriwal said the chief .
commissioner

(CEC) has ‘made a “mess”

election

of the poll panel and
wxll not let tkgépeople of

.hended'mﬁroaa
The EC has also asked

BIP TOP GUNS
LINE UP T0 FIRE
AT KEJRIWAL

lBHASKAR HARI SHARMA
DC iz
NEW DELHI, JAN. 30

Keepmg up its aggres-

g sr.vec;ampalgn, senior BJP
‘Jeaders, including Amit

] Rajnath Singh, and
P. Nadda, among others,
eld - rallies  on

wursday ahead of the
F&bruary 5. Assembly elec-
Delhi.

s of tl? engmeers,
bcaﬁbuaﬂd ‘methodology
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the matter. =P8
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Dont mix ammoma,
poison, EC tells AAP

FROM PG 1

Earlier, on Wednesday,

Mr Kejriwal had respond-
ed to the poll panel notice
over his
Haryana government was
“mixing poison” in the
Yamuna, and said raw
water recelved from the
BJP-ruled state in the
recent past has been
"highly contammated and

extremely poisonous” for-

human health.

In the 14-page reply to
the EC, the former Delhi
chief minister had said if
such "toxic water" is
allowed to be consumed by
people, it would lead to
grave health hazards and
fatalities. Not satisfied

- with his reply, the EC,

however, asked him to pro-
vide factual evidence with
specific . and pointed
response to the type, quan-
tlty, nature and manner of

. poisoning of Yamuna.

Addressing a press brief-
ing, Mr Kejriwal accused
Kumar of
engagmg in politics by
issuing him a notice over
his claim that the Haryana
government was "mixing

poison" in the Yamuna. -

"No one has damaged the
Election Commission the

way Rajiv Kumar has .

done. If he wants, he can

" contest elections from any

claim the -

of the Delhi Assembly
seats,” the former chief
minister said.

Targeting the CEC, the
AAP supremo said: “If
you want to do politics,
contest elections. He is
eyeing a post-retirement
job. No one has damaged
the Election Commission
as much as Rajiv Kumar
has”. He added: "I will not
let the people of Delhi -
drink poisonous water as
long as I am alive. I know
they will arrest me in two
days, but I am not afraid,",

“he added.

Taking a potshot at his
political rivals, the AAP
national convener alleged -
that the Congress and BJP
have teamed up and were
putting the health of
Pelhi's people in jeopardy.

Targeting Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Saini, Mr
Kejriwal said the CM“was .
trapped in his
drama” and claimed that
Mr Saini could not have
even a sip of the water
during his visit to Palla.
"Yet, he wants the people
of Delhi to consume this
poisonous water," he
added. =

“For the past several
days, water with extreme-
ly dangerous ammonia
levels has been flowing
into the Yamuna from
Haryana.”



EC keeps all options open as’
Kejriwal escalates

Gives Ex-CMTill
11am Today To
Show Evidence

Bharti.Jain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: .smmu former Delhi
CM Arvind Kejriwal sticking
to his guns on “Haryana poiso-
ned Yamuna waters” allega-
tions, all options, including or-
dering a criminal FIR, are
open for the Election Commis-
sion if heagain failstoback up
his sensational claims with
facts and evidence by the Fri-
day 1Ham deadline set by the
poll panel.

The EClettertoKejriwalon
Thursday —stating thathisre-
ply to its notice provided no
“factual and legal mafrix”
with evidence to back his alle-
gation that the BJP govt in Ha-
ryana deliberately poisoned
the waters of Yamuna with
“with an intent to cause geno-

AAP CHIEF FACES PROSPECT OF FIR

» EC prima facie finds Kejriwal allegations ‘promoting
disharmony and enmity between
public disorder and unrest, even

different groups, and overall
by most sober interpretation’

> Poll panel says Kejriwal, being a prominent public figure and
former chief minister, should be aware of the dire consequences
that such utterances can have and how they can leave

ma:.!..o..»

residents of Haryana and Delhi

iy

cideof citizensof Delhi”—put
it on record that the commis-

sion has prima facie found his
allegations as “promoting dis-

harmony and enmity between
different groups, and overall

tion”. :

EC further said the words
used in Kejriwal’s statement,
the EEumwmmédﬁngmmw laid

onthem and the Emubﬂ.owmn.
pressions at a delicate time of
peak of campaign period “pri-

mafaciepose arisk of endang-
' ering peace and harmony bet-
- weenstates andpeoples”.
public disorder and umrest,
even by most sober interpreta-

AsKejriwal refused toback

measures, including the regi-
stration of an FIR, in its armo-
ury for alleged violation of the

water row

model codeof conduct.
The AAP convenor respon-

ded by going ballistic against -

the-poll panel and Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Rajiv Ku-
marandsaid, “IwanttotellRa-
jiv Kumarji, history will not
forgive you. The amount of da-
mage youhavedoneto theEC,I

don’tthink ithaseverbeentar- |

nished thisbadly in India’s his-
tory 1 know that within twoda-
ys, they will put me in jail. The
kind of language the EC has
used today is unprecedented.
Thisisnotthejobof theEC.”
Hewenton tosay thatif Ku-
mar wanted to engage in poli-
ties, he should contest an elec-
tion. “Let him stand asa candi-
date fromany assembly seat in
Delhi,” hesaid. o]
TheECletter said Kejriwal,

- " being a prominent public figu-
~ As] , . re and former CM, should be.
off, his defiance raised thepro-
spect of EC responding with

aware of the dire consequen-
ces that such utterances can

have and how they can leave

‘permanentscars between resi-

dents of Haryanaand Delhi.

AAP lashes out
after EC staff,
cops search
house of Mann

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Probinga compla-
int on the cVIGIL mobile appli-
cation about money being alle-
gedly distributed from the offi-
cial residence of Punjab CM
Bhagwant Mann in New Delhi,
a team of election officials,
along with police, reached Ka-
purthala House on Thursday
evening. They were stopped by
the security personnel and had
to wait for 90 minutes before
they were finally allowed to g0
in. The entire search operation
was recorded on video.

AAP functionaries protes-
ted vehemently with Mann ac-
cusing the Election Commis-
sion of “defaming Punjabis at
the behest of BJP” and AAP
convener Arvind Kejriwal al-
leging that opposition func-
tionaries were being targeted
while BJP netas were openly
distributing cash and valuab-
les without facing any action.
BJP, on the other hand, clai-
med that poll officials and po-
lice personnel were stalled
from enteringtoremove incri-
minatingmaterial.

According to the poll offi-
cials, the team was respon-
ding to a complaint on cVI-
GIL, a platform where anyone
can report violations of the
model code of conduct.
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Kejriwal says CEC indulging in
‘dirty politics’ amid EC nudge

MUKESH RANJAN & ANUP VERMA
@ New Dethi
WITH the Election Commis-
sion (EC) expressing dissatis-
faction with the response of
Arvind Kejriwal to its nofice
over his claim that the Haryana
government was “mixing poi-
son” in Yamuna river, the AAP
supremo on Thursday accused
Chief Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar of getting in-
dulged in “dirty politics” and
alleged that he was seeking a
post-retirement job.

The EC said that Kejriwal’s
statement about the poisoning
of Yamuna had prima facie
been found to “promote dishar-
mony and enmity between
groups”, potentially leading to
public disorder and unrest.

The poll panel sought further
clarification on several points,
seeking a response by 11 am on
January 31, 2025, failing which
action would be initiated.

At a press meet, Kejriwal
threw down a challenge
at the poll panel saying
he would send three
bottles of Yamuna wa-
ter to Kumar and other
commissioners to drink

the “high-ammonia” water. He
alleged the CEC of acting in fa-
vour of the BJP by turning a
blind eye to malpractice.

The AAP chief claimed he
suspects that he would be ar-
rested in the next two days and
history will never forgive Ku-
mar for the damage he has in-
flicted on democratic system.

“Cash is being openly distrib-
uted, but they fail to see it. Eve-
ry day, blankets are being dis-
tributed. But they don't notice
this. We even pointed out whose
house is being used to store
the money, yet they turn a

~ blind eye,” Kejriwal said.

The EC, in a letter on
Thursday, pointed out that
while Kejriwal had
provided a reply, it
failed to address the

critical issue of his statement
about the alleged poisoning of
the Yamuna river.

“The statement, which Kejri-
wal made during the campaign,
equated theact to ‘an actof war
between nations’ and claimed
that it was timely detected by
the engineers of the Delhi Jal
Board, who reportedly stopped
the poisonous water at the Del-
hi border;” it said, adding that
“no factual or legal evidence
had been provided to substanti-
ate the claim” and directed Ke-
jriwal to submit a second, more
detailed and pointed reply.

The EC asked Kejriwal to
clarify the type of poison alleg-
edly mixed by the Haryana gov-
ernment in Yamuna, the sup-
porting evidence regarding the
guantity and nature of the poi-
son, the method and location of
its detection, and the role of
Delhi Jal Board engineers in
preventing the “poisonous” wa-
ter from entering Delhi.

The EC reiterated that Kejri-
wal’s initial response, instead
of addressing the factual and
legal aspects of the statement,
merely attempted to justify it
based on the high ammonia
content in the river.
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AAP leader Saniay Singh along with supporters
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BJP headquarters in Delhi with bottles of Yamuna water

NEW DELHI: The Election
Commission on Thursday
asked AAP convenor Arvind
Kejriwal not to mix the
issue of increased ammonia
in Yamuna with his
allegation of river poison-
ing, and gave him a fresh
opportunity to explain his
charges against the Haryana

government.

Not satisfied with his reply on
Wednesday, the EC asked him
to provide factual evidence
with specific and pointed re-
sponse to iype, gquantity, na-
ture and manner of poisoning
of Yamuna.

He was also asked to share
details of engineers, location
and methodology of detecting
the “poison” by Delhi Jal Board
staff by Friday 11 am, failing
which the Commission will be
free to take appropriate deci-
sion in the matter.

Kejriwal had on Wednesday
responded to the Election Com-
mission notice over his claim
the Haryana government was
“mixing poison” in Yamuma,
and said raw water received
from the BJP-ruled state in the
recent past has been “highly
contaminated and exfremsly
poisonous” for humnan health.

In its fresh letier to the for-
mer Delhi CM, the poll body
also highlighted that availabili-
ty of sufficient and clean water
is a goverhance issue, and that
all governments concerned at
all times should engage in se-
curing this for all the people.

The EC said it found no rea-
son for anyone to dispute this
noble position and will leave it

to the competence and discre-
tion of governments and agen--

cies, abstaining from arbifra-
tion on long standing wa-
ter-sharing and poliution issues
during the brief election period.

gives Kejri another chance

GEC desiroyed poll
panel’s credibility,

says AAP supremo

NEW DELHE AAP supreme Arvind
Kejriwal on Thursday accused
Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Rajiv Kumar of doing
politics by sending him a notice
over his claim that the Haryana
government was “mixing
poison” in the Yamuna.
Addressing a press conference
here, Kejriwai alleged that
Kumar had “destroyed” the
credibility of the Election
Commission (EC) and was
eyeing a post-retirement
position. The former CM's
remarks came shortly after the
EC expressed dissatisfaction
with his reply to its notice and
gave him a fresh opportunity to
explain his charges against the
Haryana government. “No one
has damaged the Election
Commission the way Rajiv
Kumar has done. If he wants, he
can contest elections from any
of the Delhi Assembly seats,”
Kejriwal said. “I will not let the
people of Delhi drink poisonous
water till | am alive. | know they
will arrest me in two days but !
am not afraid,” he said without
naming anyone. He responded
to the EC notice on Wednesday,
saying that raw water received
from Haryana in the recent past
had been *highly contaminated
and extremely poisonous” for
human heaith.
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