AIADMK man
withdraws
nomination
for Erode East
bypoll after
his expulsion

The Hindu Bureau
ERODE

An AIADMK functionary,
who had decided to con-
test as an independent
candidate in the Ercde
East bypoll, withdrew his
nomination on Monday.

B. Senthil Murugan,
joint secretary of the MGR
youth wing in Erode, had
filed his nomination des-
pite the party’s decision to
boycott the byelection. On
Sunday, AIADMK general
secretary Edappadi K. Pa-
laniswami said in a press
release that Mr. Murugan’s
actions had brought the
party into disrepute, and
subsequently  expelled
him.

After withdrawing his
nomination, Mr. Murugan
told the media that he de-
cided to contest the byelec-
tion to oppose Naam Tami-
lar Katchi chief

coordinator Seeman’s con- -

troversial remarks on Dra-
vidar Kazhagam founder
Periyar EV. Ramasamy.
When asked about his ex-
pulsion from the party, he
said, “I don’t think it will
affect my political journey,
which will continue.” He
added that he was yet to
decide on joining another

arty.
A total of 47 candidates
will contest the bypoll on
February 5. With major
parties, including the
ATADMK and the BJP, boy-
cotting the bypoll, a total of
58 candidates filed 65
nominations. During scru-
tiny, 55 nominations, in-
cluding those of the DMK’s
V.C. Chandhirakumar and
NTK’s M.K. Seethalakshmi,
were accepted, and three
were rejected. Eight inde-
pendents withdrew their
nominations.
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Final electoral rolls
for panchayat polls

in J&K published

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The final panchayat electo-
ral rolls for Jammu and
Kashmir were published
on Monday, indicating the
Centre’s inclination to hold
the local body elections
soon. The Assembly elec-
tion was held in the Union
Territory in September last
year but Statehood is yet to
be restored.

The State Election Com-
mission said 70,00,670 pe-
ople were eligible to vote in
the panchayat polls.

The total number of vo-
ters for the 2018 panchayat
polls was 58,54,208. The
panchayat elections were
last held in the erstwhile
State after a gap of seven
years.

A senior government of-
ficial told The Hindu that
though the electoral rolls
had been revised, the re-
port of the Jammu and
Kashmir Local Bodies Ded-
icated Backward Classes
Commission was awaited,
which is crucial for reserv-
ing Other Backward Class-
es seats in the panchayat.

The tenure of the Back-
ward Classes Commission,
which was constituted in

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
with newly elected sarpanches
in 2018. FILE PHOTO

June last year, ended on
December 31, and there is
no noftification in the pu-
blic domain extending its
term.

J&K ceased to have pan-
chayats from January 9,
2024 after the five-year
term of around 30,000 lo-
cal representatives came to
an end.

Another government
source said based on the
report of the Commission,
the rationalisation of pan-
chayat seats will be done,
accommodating the chang-
es made in the reservation
structure in the UT. in the
past one year.

“The panchayat elec-
tions will happen soon,
maybe in the next one
month,” the second go-
vernment source said.



BhartiJain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Regional parties
received the lion’s share of
their donationsin 2023-24 via
electoral bonds before they
were scrapped by Supreme
Court on Feb 15, 2024, as per
annual audit reports filed by

them with the Election Com-
mission.
Trinamool Congress

(TMC) was the biggest bene-
ficiary through bonds route,
having received #612.4 crore
between March 31, 2023 and
Feb 15, 2024, followed by Bha-
rat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
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Pollbodyto ~

hold global
conference

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
will hold a two-day inter-
national conference to re-
flect on key areas of con-
temporary election
management.

It will be held in New
Delhi on January 23-24 and
will be attended by mem-
bers from 13 countries.
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TIMC got %612¢r via electoral bonds
last fiscal, BRS 496c¢r, BJD 2246cr

RISE IN TD
BRS mem

P, YSRCP INCOME, DMK'S FALLS

2143
spmicl Amount in cr
cp =133 9 2023-24
4155 2023
IMM %55

with bonds receipts worth
T495.5 crore, Biju Janata
Dal’s (BJD) at 7245.5 crore,

TDP’s at %1741 crore, YSR

Congress Party’s (YSRCP) at.

71215 crore, DMK's at 260

crore, JMM'’s at 711.5 crore,
and Sikkim Democratic
Front's(SDF)atz5.5 crore.

A comparison of annual
audit reports for 2023-24 and
2022-23 shows 838% jump in
TMC's receipts from electo-
ral bonds, 61% rise for BJD,
133% for YSRCP, 412% for
TDP and 858% for JMM. SDF
did not declare any dona-
tions through bonds in 2022-
23. However, DMK's fund-
ing through electoral
bonds route fell by 67% in
2023-24 as compared to
previous year, as did that
of BRSby 6.3%.
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FREEBIE CULTURE
it is raining sops for Delhi
- voters from all corners.
Though the BJP leaders,
especially our Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi
who is against freebies
which he has branded as
"Free Revdi”, has now
come out with various-
sops for women, with an
aye o return to power in -
Delhi. No doubt, the }-‘fA?
leader, Arvind Kejriwal is
- questioning the BJP copy-
ing his manifesto. The
freebie culture was the
baby of DMK chief, M.
Karunanidhi, who started
it with free colour TVs and
Mangalsutra for women.
This was followed by free-
bies by AIADMK too.
Neither the Election
Commission nor the
Supreme Court could put
an end to the "freebie cul-
ture” and save money for
real development pro-
grammes. Now that the
BJP too has joined the
freebie wagon, the
dreams of common man

- seem to be shattered.
N. Mahadevan

Chennai

Yerma accuses
Kejriwal of
‘bribing’ voters
with chairs

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JAN. 20

The race for the presti-
gious New Delhi seat
has ‘turned full steam
with BJP candidate
Parvesh Verma filing a
complaint with the
police and the election
officials charging his
AAP  rival  Arvind
Kejriwal for “violating
the Model Code of
Conduct by distributing
chairs to RWAs (resi-
dent . welfare associa-
tions) in the Assembly
segment.” ..

Verma’s move
comes days after the
AAP had filed a com- :
plaint against him with

= the poll panel for violat-

ing : the
Model Code of Conduct
(MCC). :

In his complaint, Mr
Verma’s election agent
Sandeep Singh alleged
that Mr Kejriwal had
sent his party worker to
distribute chairs to the

_local resident welfare

associations, thereby
influencing voters ahead
of the February 5 elec-
tions.

““It is a clear cognisable
offence under BNS and
Prevention : of
Corruption Act as well
as a violation of the
Model Code of Conduct
as  Kejriwal openly
bribed to influence the
voters,” the. complaint
alleged. -

The complainant also
provided a video clip
showing a man carrying
some chairs in a tro]ley.

The man admitted that
he was' sent by Mr
Kejriwal, alleged the
complainant.
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Erode East bypoll:
47 people in fray

Times News NETwork

Erode: As many as 47
candidatesareinthefray
for the Erode East as-
sembly by-
S | election on

i Feb 5. The
votes will
~*!| be counted

&+ | onFeb8.

e J District
election officer and col-
lector Rajagopal Sunka-
ra and election return-
ing officer and commis-
sioner of the Erode mu-
nicipal corporation
Narnaware Manish
Shankarrao announced
the final candidates’ list
onMondayevening.

“Out of 55 nomina-
tions, eight independent
candidates withdrew
their papers. Nomina-
tions of 47 candidates,
including DMK candi-
date V C Chandirakumar
and NTK candidate
Seethalakshmi, were ac-
cepted,” Rajagopal Sun-
karasaid.

. ‘Mic’symbol has been
allotted to the NTK can-
didate. Similarly, sepa-
rate symbols have been
allotted for independent
candidates.

Meanwhile, Senthil
Murugan, who was ex-
pelled from AIADMK for
filing his nomination as
an independent candi-
date, withdrew his pa-
pers on Monday. Muru-
ganwasthejointsecreta-
ry of the ATADMK's MGR
Youth Wing.

Hailing from Agraha-
ram Road in Erode city,
Murugan contested as a

candidate of the OPS fac-.

tion in the 2023 Erode
Eastbyelection.
However, he withdrew
the nomination after the
ATADMK’s alliance part-
ners, including the BJP,
urged OPS to relinguish
the party symbol in fa-
vour of the EPS faction.

NTK candidate held

Erode: Police have bookad
NTK candidate MK
Seethalakshmi for
campaigning onSunday
nightwithout permission.
Based ona complaint
lodged by the electionflying
squad officials, Erode town
police registereda case
under BNS 171 (undue
influence atelections)
againsteightindividuals,
including Seethalakshmi.
The NTK candidate forthe
Erode Eastbyelection
campaignedat the busstand
onSunday night. )
Additionally,acase has
beenfiled atthe North Police
Stationagainst two DMK
members. DMK district
studentwingmemberR
Karthikeyan,22,and 12th
ward secretary S
Vinothkumar, 23,allegedly
provided moneytoan
individual who performed
‘Arathi’ to Tamil Nadu
housingandurban
development minister S
Muthusamywhile he was
canvassingvotesat
Ambedkar Nagar on Sunday
for DMK candidate VC
Chandirakumar.

Shortly after, Murugan
rejoined the AIADMK in
the presence of EPS.
Addressing report-
ers, Murugan claimed
that he filed the nomina-
tion for the byelection
because of NTK chief co-
ordinator Seeman’s com-
mentagainst Periyar.
“Seeman spoke nega-
tively about Periyar,
which prompted me to
contest against the NTK
candidate.ButnowIhave
withdrawn my nomina-
tion,” he said, adding
that he believes his ex-
pulsion from the
ATADMEK will not hinder
his political career. “My
political journey will-
continue,” he said.



47 candidates in fray
for Erode East by-poll

ZAKEER HUSSAIN | DC
ERODE, JAN. 20

The final list of candi-
dates contesting the Erode
East by-poll was released
on Monday with the sym-
bols. In all, 47 candidates
are contesting for the
Assembly seat and eight
have withdrawn their
nominations. .

Nominations for the by-
elections were filed from
January 10 to January 17.
Of the 58 people who filed
their nominations, three
were rejected and 55 were
accepted, including from
the DMK, Naam Tamilar
Katchi and an
Independent. The dead-
line. for withdrawal of
nominations was Monday
3 pm.

Following this, the final
list of candidates was

released at 4 pm with sym-

bols, in which 47 candi-
dates are contesting and
eight have withdrawn
their nominations.

The DMK has already
intensified ifs campaign.

Under the leadership of

housing minister.
Muthusamy, = candidate
V.C. Chandrakumar is

~doing door-to-door cam-
paigning every day, meet- -

ing people and highlight-
ing the achievements of
the DMK government.
Local DMK leaders and
alliance party leaders are
also canvassing for him.
Seethalakshmi, contest-
ing on behalf of Naam
Tamilar Katchi, has been
allotted the ‘mike’ symbol.
Following this, the elec-
tion campaign is expected
to intensify further from

tomorrow.

East constituency by-elec-
tion will be held February

COIMBATORE: As B Senthil
Murugan, the former joint sec-
retary of AIADMK’s MGR
youth wing in Erode, with-
drew his nomination for Erode
East bypoll, after being sacked
for violating party line, the
total number of candidates in
fray for the byelection is at 47
for the February 5 polls..

Of the 58 nominations filed by
candidates to contest the bypell,
necessitated by the demise of Con-
gress leader EVKS Elangovan,
three applications were rejected
for being incomplete, while the
remaining 55 were accepted after
scrutiny on January 18.

On Monday, the last day to with-
draw nominations, eight persons
decided against contesting the by-
poll, leaving 47 candidates in the
fray. AIADMK general secretary
Edappadi K Palaniswami expelled

Polling for the Erode

5. Counting of votes will
be held on February 8 and
the results known that
afternoon.
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NTK candidate alleges police excesses over cases for ‘violating’ campaign rules

47 in Erode East bypoll fray as 8
including AIADMK ‘rebel’ back off

candidate M Seethalakshmi seeking vot Monday ’

tions ended by 3 pm, the election
authorities prepared a final list of
candidates and allotted symbols.
The Naam Tamilar Katchi
(NTK) candidate MK Seethalaksh-
mi, who is pitted against the DMK’s

B Senthil Murugan from primary
membership for filing his nomina-
tion to contest as an independent
despite ATADME announcing it
would boycott the bypoll. As the
deadline for withdrawing nomina-

VC Chandhirakumar, was allotted
the mike symbol. The NTK, which
contested in the sugarcane farmer
symbol since the 2019 Lok Sabha
polis, was allotted the mike symbol
in the last Lok Sabha polls. “The
mike symbol has garnered recogni-
tion in our party’s political history.
It has also reached out well among
the electorate,” she said.

Meanwhile, NTK candidaie
Seethalakshmi and three other
party ﬁmcnonanes were booked
by Veerappanchatram police for
campaigning at Netaji vegetable
market on Monday morning with-
out police permission. She was
booked on Sunday, too, for taking
out a door-to-door campaign in
Jeevanagar in Karungalpalayam
without permission.

“It is undemocratic to prevent
me from exercising my right to
meet people during polls. I will
face the cases legally,” she said.
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Need meeting early,
Feb 14 too late; Farmers’

CHANDIGARH: The Kisan
Mazdoor Morcha on Monday
urged the Centre to hold the
proposed February 14
meeting with protesting
farmers early and also
appealed to fasting farmer
leader Jagjit Singh Dallewal
to end his indefinite fast.

The KMM, which along with the
Samyukta  Kisan  Morcha
(Non-Political) is spearheading
the ongoing farmers’ protest at
Khanauri and Shambhu border
points for the past 11 months,
also announced the deferment of
the January 21 march by a group
of 101 farmers fo Delhi till Janu-

On Saturday, a high-level cen-
tral delegation led by Priya Ran-
jan, Joint Secretary in the Minis-

'y of Agncl_llture met Dallewal
representatives of SEM
and KMM at the

o

Khanauri border point.

Addressing the media at the
Shambhu protest site on Mon-
day, KMM leader Sarwan Singh
Pandher said the date (February

4), which has been fixed for the
mesting with farmers, is too far.

“The government took much
time to hold a meeting. I is not
pur condition but it is our de-
mand that it should be held early
and also it should be held in Del-
hi,” said Pandher. -

He said farmers were told that
February 14 was fixed for the
meeting as the medel code of con-
duct was in foree till Feb: 9
in view of Delhi Assembly pe

Questioning this reason,
Pandher said if the Centre could
announce the conmtutmn of 8th
Pay Commission and no objec-
tion was raised by the Election
Commission, then what is the
problem in holding the meeting
with farmers early.

Kisan Mazdoor Morcha leader Sarwan Smgh Pandher and
other farmer leaders addressing the press at Shambhu border
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