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Questioning $21 million
in finanecial aid for “voter
turnout” in India during
the Biden administration,
US President Donald
Trump on Thursday indi-
cated that this may have
been an attempt at regime
change in India and inter-
ference in the Indian poll
process and that the US
will have fo inform India
officially about this.

“Why do we need to
spend $21 million for
voter turnout in India? ...
I guess they were frying to
get someone else elected.
We ought to tell the Indian
government . because
when we heard that
Russia spent $2,000 in our
country, it was a big deal.
They (Russia) took some
Internet ads for $2,000.
This is a total break-
through. $21 million for
India elections,” the US
President said at an event.

The US Agency for
International
Development (USAID) is
the “principal US agency
to extend assistance to
countries recovering from
disaster, frying to escape
poverty and engaging in
democratic reforms”. The
Trump Administration

has now cancelled the

allocation.
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Trump alleges US interference in
Indian elections through USAID

® I guess they were trying to get someone else elected, says US Prez

TRUMP QUEST!ONS $21 million in
financial aid for “voter turnout”

in India during the Biden
- administration

Last December, soon
after the defeat of the
Dembocrats in the US elec-
tions, the ruling BJP on
the social media platform
X had claimed that organ-
isations funded by the US
state department and the
US "deep state” were tar-
geting the image of Prime

- Minister Narendra Modi

and India.

The BJP posted on X:
“French  investigative
media group Mediapart
revealed that the
Organised Crime and
Corruption Reporting
Project (OCCRP) is funded
by the US state depart-
ment's USAID, as well as
other deep state figures
like George Soros and the
Rockefeller Foundation.
In fact, 50 per cent of
OCCRP's funding comes
directly from the US state -
department. OCCRP, the
refore, functions as a me
dia toel for carrying out
deep state agendas " ®P7

The US Agency for
International Development
(USAID) is the “principal

. US agency to extend

! assistance to countries
recovering from disaster,
trying to escape poverty

By and engaging in democra-

tic reforms”.

BRING OUT WHITE PAPER ON

USAID, CONGRESS TELLS GOVT

New Delhi, Feb. 20: Amid
a row over alleged funding
by USAID for raising voter
turnout in India, the
‘Congress on Thursday
demanded that the Indian
government bring out a
_white paper -on the US
ageney’s support to both
governmental and non-

governmental institutions |

in India over the decades.

The Congress also
dubbed US President
Donald Trump’s claims
related to USAID as “non-
sensical”.

The party’s assertion
comes after Mr Trump
questioned the purpose of
providing $21 million to
India for “voter turnout”.

In a post on X, Congress
general secretary in-

“USAID is very much in
the news these days. It was
set upon November 3, 1961.
Claims being made by the
US President are typically
nonsensical to say the
least.” “Even so, the gov-
ernment of India should
bring out a white paper at
the. earliest detailing
USAID’s support to both
governmental and non-
governmental mst}tut:[ons
in India over the decades,”
the Congress leader said.
On. February 16, the
Department of
Government Efficiency
(DOGE), led by billionaire
SpaceX CEO Musk, listed
items on which the “US
taxpayer dollars were
going to be spent” and the
Iist included “USD 2IM

charge communications. for voter turnout %
|

Jairam Ramesh said,

India”.

Trump alleges US interference i in’
Indlan elections through USAID
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. “The deep state had a clear
objective to destabilise
India by targeting Mr Modi.
To achieve this, they turned
_ to OCCRP, instructing the

organisation to provide
material aimed at damaging
Mr Modi's and India’s
image. . The (main
Opposition party) Congress
‘then exploited this material
to launch attacks on Mr
Modi, propagate false narra-
tives and disrupt the func-
tioning of Parliament. The
US deep state was always
working behind the
scenes... The deep state is
an evil force that has
brought nothing but
destruction,” the BJP post
said.

The US embassy, under
then ambassador Eric

Garcetti, had described the
alle"gatmns as "disappoint-

“It s disappointing that the
ruling party in India would
make these kinds of accusa-
tions. The US government
works with independent
organisations on program-
ming that supports profes-
sional development and
capacity building training

for journalists. This pro--

gramming does not influ-
ence the editorial decisions
or direction of these organi-
sations. The United States
has long been a champion of
media freedom around the
world. A free and independ-
ent press is an essential
component in any democra-
cy, enabling informed and
constructive debate and
holding those in power
accountable," the Uus

embassy reacted.

Mr Garcetti, being a politi-
cal appointee of the previ-
ous Biden administration,
demitted office on January
20 when the Trump adminis-
tration assumed office.

It is not a secret that ties
between India and the US
under the Biden administra-
tion had soured consider-
ably in the last one-and-a-
half years of the previous
administration’s term due
to several factors, including
India’s continued friendship
with time-tested friend
Russia and also over a foiled
plot to kill pro-Khalistan
extremist and US citizen
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun
in New York in 2023, in
which the US alleged that a
(mow erstwhile) Indian gov-
ernment employee was
involved. The Biden admin-

istration had also sharply -
and directly criticised India
on the religious freedoms’
issue,
Bangladesh’s
prime minister

former
Sheikh

. Hasina, who was ousted

from power in August last
year, also made similar alle-
gations against the US. She
alleged that the US (under
the previous Biden adminis-
tration) played a major role
in her ouster from power fol-
lowing violent student
protests.

The US had subsequently
dismissed these reports as
untrue. The previous Biden
administration had frosty
ties with Ms Hasina and was
seen as very close to thecur-
rent interim government in
Bangladesh led by Nobel
laureate Muhammad

Yunus.



The. Tiwes o Ihdi=

Dal-é.ed— 9\- o‘a_(ficaﬁ.S

EPS: EC has no jurisdiction in
internal affairs of AIADMK

‘Petitioners Are
Not Party Cadre,
Only Want To
Agitate AIADMK'

- @timesofindia.com

Chennai: ATADMK gene-

ral secretary Edappadi K
Palaniswamihasfiled se-
1 B | parate re-
— sponses o
the Election
Commis-
sion of In-
dia, saying
" the body
lacked jurisdiction in the
internal affairs of AI-
ADMEK. “Disgruntlement
of a few anti-party ele-
ments cannof knock on
this commission through
any back door. Their grie-
vances, if any, can be ta-
ken up only by civil courts

A March 2024 order of the civil court restrained
0 Panneerselvam from using the two leaves
symbol, a decision upheld by the high court’s
division bench and later Supreme Court

and not by the commis-
sion,” Palaniswami said.

His latest responses ca-
me a week after Madras
high court vacated the
stay on the proceedings of
ECI based on representa-
tions of seven people in-
cluding P Ravindhranath,
V Pugazhendi, K C Palani-
samy and S Surya Moort-
hi.

In his writien respon-
ses, afew of which have be-
en accessed by TOI, Pala-
niswami contended that
petitioners were not party
members and were see-
king to agitate the inter-
nal affairs of the party,
which either attained fi-
nality in civil courts or in
respect of which the civil
courts already passed or-

ders. The representations
ought to berejected witho-
ut any further considéra-
tion, hesaid.

The AIADMEK general
council amended the par-
ty’s bylaws on July 11, 2022,
exercising its vested aut-
hority. It expelled four
members from the party
for “extreme anti-party
activities”, Palaniswami
said, without naming
MLAs O Panneerselvam,
R Vaithilingam, Paul Ma-
noj Pandian and former
MLA JCD Prabhakar. The-
se resolutions were held
valid, and the party held
internal elections as per
bylaws and as per the di-
rections of the court and
electeditsgeneral secreta-

ry

The civil court restrai-
ned Panneerselvam from
holdingoutascoordinator
of theparty, he added.

Palaniswami recalled
EC recognising him as ge-
neral secretary in April
2023, emphasizing no fac-
tual changes warranting
the commission’s interfe-
rence. “Neither the pre-
sent petitioner nor any of
the other representations
before the commission
claim there has been a
change in any position in
theparty,” EPS said. Follo-
wing the April 2023 com-
munication, AIADMEK
contested the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections using the
two leavessymbol.

A March 2024 order of
the civil court restrained
Panneerselvam from
using the symbol, a deci-
sion upheld by the high co-
urt’s division bench and
later the Supreme Court.
ATADMK also held two ge-
neral council meetings in
2023 and 2024.
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ECI has no jurisdiction over
ATADMK internal affairs: EPS

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

AIADMK general secretary
Edappadi K Palaniswami hasre-
iterated that the ECI has no ju-
risdiction over the internal af-
fairs of the party and that the
petitions filed by Ramkumar
Adityan and others before the
commission should be rejected
without any consideration.

In his written response on be-
half of the ATADMEK, Palaniswa-
mi gave a-detailed account of
what had happened since 2017.
Palaniswami also pointed out
the petitioner has not claimed
that the petitioner “is the party”
or that any particular “group is
the party” and therefore there is

no question of granting any re-
lief. He said the petitioner has
only sought to re-agitate the is-
sues that have become final by
the Supreme Court and which
are clearly covered by the mat-
ters as filed before the civil court
and the same cannot be taken up
by the commission.

“The commission, as rightly
stated before the Madras High
Court and in various other pro-
ceedings, does not have the juris-
diction to venture into the inter-
nal affairs of the political party.
More so in the present case as
the matters are squarely covered
by the Orders of the Civil Coufts
and pending proceedings before
civil court,” he added.
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Omar seeks ~
poll body’s
clarification

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Thursday said
the Election Commission
should clarify its stand on
reports that the US spent USD
21 million for “voter turnout
in india”.

Talking to reporters on the
sidelines of a function here, he
vehemently oppesed foreign
interference in the country’s
democratic exercise.

“It (foreign interference)
should not happen. So far, there
is no proof of foreign interfer-
ence... the Election Commission
has to clarify whether foreign
interference had taken place in
our elections because to date we
are of the belief that our elections
were conducted in a free and fair
manner,” Abdullah said.

“It is up fo America and it is
their aid whom they want to give
or not. Where is that decision
ours?” the chief minister said.
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