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With Chief Election Com-
missioner Rajiv Kumar set
to retire on February 18, a
three-member selection
committee headed by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is set to meet on Fe-
bruary 17 to pick his
SUCCESSOT.

The other two members
of the committee are Rahul
Gandhi, the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sab-
ha, and Union Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah. Sources
in the Congress confirmed
to The Hindu that Mr.
Gandhi has been invited to
the meeting and that he
would be attending.

This is the first time that
a CEC will be selected un-
der the provisions of the
new law — the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner and
other Election Commis-
sioners  (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and
Term of Office) Act, 2023.

THE HIWDL- ENGL) $H

Ebo&w!: b 0o 20zs

Modi, Shah, and Rahul set to meet ~
on Monday to choose next CEC

RANV KUMAR
TR BECTION COWRSENEDR

?assing the torch: Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar is set

to retire on February 18. anI

Before this, Election Com-
missioners Gyanesh Ku-
mar and Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu had been selected
under the new law.

Earlier, Election Com-
missioners and the Chief
Election Commissioner
were appointed by the Pre-
sident based on the recom-
mendations of the
government.

The law came into effect
after the Supreme Court,
in its ruling in March 2023,
mandated a selection pa-

nel be formed and said that
it should comprise the
Prime Minister, the Leader
of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, and the Chief
Justice of India. The court
said the order would hold
good until a law was made
by Parliament.

However, when the law
was passed, the Centre re-
placed the CJI with a Union
Minister as the third mem-
ber of the panel, giving the
government a dominant
role in the appointment

process. On February 17,
the panel will select a
name from a list of five pre-
pared by a search commit-
tee headed by Law Minis-
ter Arjun Ram Meghwal.

The Act says, “A Search
Committee headed by the
Minister of Law and Justice
and comprising two other
members not below the
rank of Secretary to the Go-
vernment of India, shall
prepare a panel of five per-
sons for consideration of
the Selection Committee,
for appointment as the
Chief Election Commis-
sioner and other Election
Commissioners”.

The committee is also
likely to select an Election
Commissioner in case Mr.
Gyanesh Kumar is elevated
to the top post.

Interestingly, the Su-
preme Court is scheduled
to hear pleas challenging
the legality of the new law

- on February 19, a day after

Mr. Rajiv Kumar is sche-
duled to retire from office.
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PM-chaired panel to meet
Monday to name next CEC

After Rajiv Kumar, Gyanesh seniormost poll official

DC CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
NEW DELHI, FEB. 14

A selection committee
headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is set to
meet early next week fo
finalise the name of the
next Chief Election
Commissioner, replacing
the incumbent CEC Rajiv
Kumar. The panel also
comprises Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi and
Union home minisier
Amit Shah, sources said
on Friday.

The commitiee will meet
at the Prime Minister’s
official residence on
Monday Mr Kumar will
demit office on February
18 upon attaining 65 years
of age.

The panel will recom-
mend a name from among
the candidates shortlisted

AFTER RAJIY Kumar,
Gyanesh Kumar is the
seniormost election
commissioner. Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu is the
other election commis-
sioner.

by the search committee.
The President will then
appoint the next CEC
based on the recommen-
dation.

After Mr Kumar,
Gyanesh Kumar is the
seniormost election com-
missioner His tenure is
till January 26, 2029.
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu is
the other election com-
missioner.

So far, the seniormost
election commissioner
(EC) has been elevated as
the CEC following the
retirement of the incum-
bent. However, after a new
law on appointments of

the CEC and ECs came
into force last year, a
search committee short-
lists names of five secre-
tary-level officers for con-
sideration by a Prime
Minister-led panel for
appointment to the posts.

Besides the CEC, a new
EC could also be appoint-
ed to fill the vacancy cre-
ated by Rajiv Kumar's
retirement.

While provisions of the
“Chief Election
Commissioner and other
Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions
of Service and Term of
Office) Act, 2023” are being
applied for the first time to
appoint a CEC, it was used
to appoint ECs Gyanesh
Kumar and Sandhu to fill
the vacancies created by
the retirement of Anup
Chandra Pandey and the
resignation of Arun Goel
last year
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” Meet to appoint
new CEC likely
next week

“jﬁm 'CEC Rajiv Kumar
: rgf:r.rmg onFeb18,govt
has quhated the process of
appointing his successor,
besides appointing the
third election commission-
er. The PM-led panel, which
appoil%ts CEC and election
commissioners, will likely
meet next week after hisre-
turnfromthe US. P20

PM-led panel to meet next week
to name next poll panel chief

New Delhi: Withchief election commissioner Lok Sabha and the Union home minister. As
Rajiv Kumar retiringon Feb18,govthasiniti- per convention, the leader of opposition is in-
ated the process of appointing his suc-_ formed in advance about the schedule
cessor, besides appointing the third s ] of the meeting with thelistof shortlist-
election commissioner, a vacancy that i edcandidates.
will occur after Kumar’s exit. ‘ However, neither govt nor the oppo-
The meeting of the Prime Minister- sition partyhasindicated any namesor
led panel, which appoints CECandelec- the list of five shortlisted candidates
tion commissioners, will be held after | thatis prepared by & search committee
thePM Narendra Modireturnsfromhis = headed by the Union law minister.
US trip, with sources indicating Feb 17 as the Election commissioner Gyanesh Kumar is
likely date. The selection panel comprises the the senior-most commissioner after CEC Ku-
Prime Minister, leader of the opposition in mar and mostlikely tosucceed him. TN
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Modi, Rahul will meet next

week to choose next CEC
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AS Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Rajiv Kumar isset
+o demit office on February 18,
a selection committee headed
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will meet early next week
to finalise his successor.

The panel’s members include
Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi and Home Minister
Amit Shah. The panel could
meet either on Sunday or Mon-
day ahead of the retirement of
incumbent CEC Rajiv Kumar.
The panel will choose Kumar's
successor from a list of five
names shortlisted by a search
panel chaired by Law Minister
Arjun Meghwal. The president
will then appoint the CEC based
on the recommendation.

The Election Commission
has the CEC and two election
commissioners — Gyanesh Ku-
mar and Sukhbir Singh Sand-
hu at present. Being the senior-
most election commissioner,
Gyanesh Kumar is considered
+o be the potential candidate for
the poll panel chief. His tenure
15 i1l Janmary 26, 2029.

Though the senior-most EC

WRIACHAN SAORN

b ELECTION COMMISSION
' OF
INDIA

{nafew days, | am going to go to the
panel’s meeting. Thereis going tobe
Amit Shah, PM Modi and me. Twoto
one. Why am leven going?... lam
going to the meeting only to certify
what PM and Shah are going tosay

Rahul Gandhi, LoP in Lok Sabha

was elevated as CEC until now;
after a new law onl appointments
of the CEC and ECs came into
force last year, a search commit-
tee shortlists names of five sec-
retary-level officers for consid-
eration by a PM-led panel for
appointment to the posts. Be-
sides CEC, a new EC could also
be appointed to fill the vacancy
created by Kumar’s retirement.

While provisions of the
#Chief Election Commissioner
and other Election Commis-
sioners (Appointment, Condi-
tions of Service and Term of
Office) Act, 2023” are being ap-
plied for the first time to ap-
point a CEC, it was used to ap-
point ECs Gyanesh Kumar and
Sandhu to fill the yacancies
created by retirement of Anup
Chandra Pandey and the resig-
nation of Arun Goel last year.

According to the law, the CEC
and ECs will be appointed by
the presidenton the recommen-
dation of aselection committee
headed by the prime minister
and comprising the Lok Sabha
opposition leader and a Union
Cabinet minister to be nomi-
nated by the prime minister.

The appointment of the new
CEC will be another political
flashpoint with Opposition up-
ping the ante o1 poll transpar-
ency. In his recent speech in the
Lok Sabha, Gandhi guestioned
the removal of the CJ1from the
committee responsible for ap-
pointing the EC. He argued that
this move undermines the bal-
ance of power and fransparen-
cy in the glectoral process.
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Lowest per cent
of votes for
NOTAin 2415
poils: EC

MEW DELHI:The None Of The
Above (NOTA) option in
EVMs recorded its lowest
percentage share in the
2024 Lok Sabha polls since
its introduction in 2013,
according to data shared by
the Election Commission.

The option was implemented
in a Lok Sabha poll for the first
time in 2014.

According to the polls pan-
el’s ‘Aflas-2024," a beok con-
taining data from last year’s
Lok Sabha polls, there has
been a gradual decline in
NOTA votes over the past
three Lok Sabha elections,
from 1.08 per cent in 2014 to
0.99 per cent in 2024.

While the percentage might
seem small, the total number
of NOTA votes can still be sig-
nificant, especially in seats
with comparatively lower
winning margins, where the
NOTA votes could have af-
fected outcomes in some con-
stifuencies.

The distribution of NOTA
votes across the states exhibits
significant variation, reflect-
ing regional political dynam-
ics, voter preferences and lev-
els of polifical engagement.

Bihar recorded the highest
share (percentage) of NOTA
votes at 2.07 per cent, followed
closely by Dadra and Nagar
Haveli and Daman and Diun
with 2.06 per cent and Gujarat
at 1.58 per cent.

In contrast, Nagaland re-
corded the lowest share of
NOTA votes at just 0.21%, sug-
gesting a stronger alignment
or preference for the contest-
ing candidates in the state.

Such varying trends across
stafes may be influenced by
factors such as political com-
petition, the prominence of re-
gional parties, voter educa-
tion, and the overall electoral
landscape within each region.

The variation highlights the
diverse ways in which voters
express their preferences, ei-
ther by actively participating
in choosing a candidate or by
using NOTA as a tool for pro- ¢
test or dissent.
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