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Aaditya meets Kejriwal,

o

Rahul; flags concerns over
electoral irregularities’

Abhinay Deshpande
MUMBAI

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Aaditya Thackeray met
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
convener Arvind Kejriwal
in Delhi on Thursday, rais-
ing concerns over alleged
electoral irregularities and
the state of democracy in
the country.

Accompanied by senior
Shiv Sena (UBT) leaders
Sanjay Raut and Priyanka
Chaturvedi, Mr. Thackeray
discussed the outcome of
the Delhi Assembly elec-
tion, which the BJP won,
and the future of the Oppo-
sition INDIA bloc. The AAP
has accused the Congress
— its ally in the INDIA bloc
— of undermining its
chances on at least 13 seats.

Addressing reporters af-
ter the meeting, Mr. Thack-
eray described his interac-
tion with Mr. Kejriwal as a
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AAP leader Sanjay Singh with
Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Aaditya
Thackeray in New Delhi.
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“gesture of friendship” but
expressed concerns about
the fairness of elections.
“Governments come and
g0, but relationships conti-
nue. We met Kejriwal in
the spirit of friendship. Ho-
wever, our democracy is
not free and fair. Elections
are not free and fair,” he
said.

Mr. Thackeray alleged
large-scale voter list ma-
nipulations by the Election

Commission in States like
Maharashtra, Haryana, Od-
isha, and Delhi. “The EC
has taken away people’s
right to vote. It is not even
willing to discuss this is-
sue,” he said.

Reiterating the need for
electoral integrity, Mr.
Thackeray stressed, “Free
and fair elections are fun-
damental to the country’s
democracy.”

With cracks widening in
the Opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi in Maharashtra, Mr.
Thackeray also met Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi
late on Wednesday, report-
edly to discuss the allianc-
e’s internal discord. The
meeting follows Nationalist
Congress Party (SP) supre-
mo Sharad Pawar’s deci-
sion to honour Maharash-
tra Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde, a move
that has triggered unease
within the bloc.
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SC’s harsh view of freebies
right, but problem deeper

hould you give a man a fish and vou feed him for a day, or teach him to fish

and you feed him for a lifetime, as per the Chinese proverb. In an ideal situ-

ation, it’s always better to skill the man to earn his daily bread, and fish, too.

But hunger is not something that can wait for the skill to come by himand .
hence the second best option, that of charity. Is it becorning the first option now: is
the new question, which a bench of the Supreme Court asked the other day. nstead
of mainstreaming the beneficiaries, “are we not creating a class of parasites”, won-
dered the learned judge. “Unfortunately, because of these fresbies, which are
declared just on the anvil of elections, such as the Ladki Bahin and other schemes,
people are not willing to work,” he added, basing his observation on personal
experience. . ; 2 ;

A similar worry of high attrition and difficulty in finding people to replace the
. dropouts in the construction industry was aired by the engineering major L&T’s
chief executive officer. The sops that governments rain on the people stop them
from i::giggto work in the industry and worse, they refuse to be relocated, he had
comp. 2 Siek

The Ladki Bahin scheme of the Maharashira government, which the judge men-
tioned, offers 1,500 a month to women aged between 21 and 65 years with an annu-
al family income of less than 2.5 lakhs. The money the scheme offers the woman
cannot buy her a coffee and snacks in a five-star hotel the wealthy in the country,
including the corporate czars, would frequent but the women labourers feel it is
sufficient for them not fo want to return to work. :

The primary inference one ¢an draw from the anguish expressed by the judge
and the L&T CEO is that those who ensured a steady supply of cheap labour have
ceased to do what they have been doing for generations and instead chose to stay
back home, tending their families as the government sops kept the home fire burn-
ing. A construction workar is paid {350 a day whilean agriculitural labourer is paid
T300, if we were to go by the record. How mich they take home in real terms -

remains unaddressed but they do not find it to be an offer that they cannot refuse.

" These critics must realise, however, that there is nothing in the industrial or
agricultural sectors that motivates the labourer to go to work, earn a bit more and
. live a betterlife. The government doles have now empowered those who have noth-
ing to sell but physical labour to make a hard bargain of their product. In fact, it
has helped them realise the value of their offering, and hence added to their digni-
-ty as human beings. :

Yes, it can have an impact on those who so far profited from labour arbitrage.
They must now think on the ways to incentivise human labour and make them
come back to work instead of lamenting a bygone era of mindless exploitation. The
Very same corporate boss who aired this view had recently wondered why people
cannot work 90 hours a week, which would translate into 15 hours a day in a six-
day week and 18 hours a day in a five-day week. Such proposals cannot work as
human beings discover their worth, albeit in small measures.

“Parasites” ars those who indulge in the luxury of titles, power and pelf and still
do not do justice. to their calling: those who do domestic labour and help raise the
future citizens of the country for 71,500 a menth by no means fall in that category.
They would, at some point in the future, refuse to feed the real parasites. We should

v

welcome it rather than complain about that ocutcome. s
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EC must hold elections
for AIADMK gen secy
post: KC Palanisamy

Coimbatore: A day after the HC
allowed the ECI to inquire info
intra-party affairs in AIADMK,
former MP KC Palanisamy on
Thursday said the EC should
withdraw the signing autharity
given to EPS as heis interim
general secretary. Addressing
media persons, KC Palanisamy,
whao is one of the petitioners in
the case, said, “After withdrawing
the signing authority, the EC
should conduct elections for the
general secretary post. | believe
there is a high chance of a
leadership change and freezing of
the symbol.” Meanwhile talking to
media in Theni, OPS said he,
along with V K Sasikala and TTV
Dhinakaran are ready to join
hands with EPS without any
condition as it is essential to
reunite before 2026 poll. ENS
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