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60% polling recorded in
crucial election in Delhi

Turnout almost touches 62.59% recorded in the 2020 Assembly election; parties complain

“hout violations of Model Code of Conduct in several areas, Delhi Police say issues are resolved

NEW DELHI1

elhi recorded a tur-
= nout of 60.44% as
the polling percen-

tage in the Assembly elec-
tion was updated at 11.50
p.m. on Wednesday.

The voter turnout figure
for the high-stakes election
is likely to rise as updates
continue to come in from
polling booths.

In the 2020 Assembly
election, the turnout was
62.59%, while in 2015, it
was even higher at 67.47%.

Political parties com-
plained about violations of
the Model Code of Con-
duct in Chirag Delhi, Jang-
pura, Farsh Bazaar, and
Seelampur-

However, the Delhi Pol-
ice did not register any
case on the basis of these
allegations, saying that
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Sasking return: AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal with his family members

after casting their vote on Wednesday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

they had been resolved.
There are close contests
expected in several high-
profile constituencies, in-
cluding New Delhi where
former Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal of the Aam
Aadmi Party will take on
two former Chief Minis-
ters’ sons: Parvesh Sahib
Singh of the BJP and San-

deep Dikshit of the Con-
gress.

High-profile voters

The capital is also home to
high-profile voters includ-
ing President Droupadi
Murmu, Vice-President Jag-
deep Dhankhar, Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar, who voted along

Exit polls predict
victory for BJP in
national capital

NEW DELHI

Most of the exit polls on
Wednesday predicted the
return of the BJP and its allies
to power in Delhi after 27
years, while projecting that the
AAP would stand second and
the Congress a distant third.
The AAP, however, said it was
confident of victory. » PAGE 13

with his family, and Chief
Justice of India Sanjeev Ku-
mar. Congress MPs Rahul
Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi
and Sonia Gandhi also vot-
ed on Wednesday.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 12

NO MAJOR COMPLAINTS
» PAGE 13

From Page One

60% polling recorded in
crucial election in Delhi

Polling began at 7 a.m. and officially ended at 6
p.m., with an electorate of more than 1.56 crore
voters %...nma:m the fate of 699 candidates across
70 constituencies. Voting was conducted in a sin-
gle E_mmw. with 13,766 polling stations including
733 auxiliary polling stations set up at 2,696 loca-
MMMN Mmﬂmm the %_aﬂ Over 30,000 Delhi police
el were deployed on
with 200 n_mBEEﬁmWw ﬁwmam. o
Among the constituencies, Mustafabad record-
ed the highest turnout at 69% by 11.50 p.m., while
only 53.04% of voters exercised their mdunw.wm in
Mehrauli. Delhi Cantonment, which has histori-
wwwwmmmmmn _.._o,m._ voter participation, saw some im-
men i isteri
i) s year, registering a 59.30%
The AAP is fighting for a consecuti i
term, while the BJP is looking to ..onwn Fﬂmﬂﬁ.ﬁ%
ment in Delhi after 28 years. The Congress, which
has won zero seats in the last decade, is hoping for
a re-entry into the State Assembly. Leaders from
M“M__Mmm%m_..mmm claimed that their messages had
ated with voter.
i s and would assure them the

M&%ﬂ.ﬂgam contests

er key no.:mn.Em:Q.mm are former Deputy CM
Manish mﬁoﬁmmw Jangpura seat, where Emv wnh._w. has
mmE..mn_ q.m._.ssam_. Singh Marwah and the Congress
nominee is .m.mi._ma Suri. Current Chief Minister At-
M? rw also in the fray from Kalkaji, defending it
om former BJP MP Ramesh Bi i -
B idhuri and the Con.

Several candidates started their day befi

i . g y before the
W_mnmmn.ﬁmuma‘ paying their respects at religious

Festival of democracy

gmm._n_ of the election, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also encouraged voters to exercise their
mﬁ:ﬁmum. ina post on X. “T urge the voters here to
‘participate in this festival of democracy with full

. enthusiasm and cast their valuable vote. On this

cmn»mmo:‘ my special wishes to

friends who are going to vote for EME mamumqu_..mo _.m._%

member - first vote, then refreshment!” he ma.n
The Delhi CEO had made extensive w:.p:m.m-

ments for voters, including the provision of re-

m.mmr.m_mam within polling stations. As voters trick-

led into coﬁ.&um. party workers and resident

MM,_Mﬂ.m wmm.oﬂmgoum encouraged people to partici-

y going door-to-dl i
pa S.:mamm ..:uw oy oor and sending messages
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Over 65% voting recorded in Milkipur bypoll !

Press Trust of India

AYODHYA

More than 65% of the total
3.7 lakh voters exercised
their franchise in the bye-
lection in the Milkipur As-
sembly constituency on
Wedrnesday, surpassing the
turnout recorded in the
2022 Assembly election.

Voling began at 7 a.m.
and continued till 5 p.m.,
officials said.

Samajwadi Party presi-

dent Akhilesh Yadav al-
leged “fake voting” and rig-
ging by officials, but senior
police officers rejected the
charge by saying that vot-
ing went on peacefully at
all polling stations.

According to the Elec-
tion Commission (EC),
65.35% votes were cast till
the completion of voting.
The final poll percentage
may go up when data from
all 414 polling stations are
compiled.

The turnout was more
than the 60.23% recorded
in the previous Assembly
election.

The bypoll has turned
into a prestige battle bet-
ween the Samajwadi Party
and the BJP as the seat is
part of the politically signif-
icant Ayodhya district.

Alleging that presiding
officers are “fulfilling the
target of fake voting” in the
constituency, Mr. Yadav
urged the EC and the Su-

preme Court to take cogni-
sance of the “enemies of
democracy”.

Mr. Yadav posted on so-
cial media platform X an
audio clip from a purport-
ed sting and said: “This is a
sting operation of the truth
of presiding officers who
are fulfilling the target of
fake voting for the ruling
party”” In another post, he
said: “The EC should im-
mediately take cognisance
of pictures related to the

news that Ayodhya Police
is checking the ID cards of
voters in Milkipur.”
However, Ayodhya Se-
nior Superintendent of Pol-
jce Raj Karan Nayyar de-
nied the accusations. He
said the photo depicted
police personnel verifying
the credentials of a polling
agent, and emphasised
that law enforcement offic-
ers are not conducting any
verification of voters’ iden-
tification documents.
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No major complaints of names deleted from
voter list in New Delhi Assembly constituency

Nikhil M. Babu
Satvika Mahajan

NEW DELHI

There were no major com-
plaints of names deleted
from the voter list during
polling in the New Delhi
Assembly constituency on
Wednesday, despite the
Aam Aadmi Party’s repeat-
ed allegations in the run-
up to the Delhi Assembly
election that the BJP was
attempting large-scale ma-
nipulation of the electoral
rolls. Election Commission
officials had dismissed the
allegations as baseless.

The Hindu criss-crossed
the New Delhi constituen-
cy, but did not find anyone

 whose name was not on
. the voter list when they ar-
- rived at the polling booths

' demolished

on Wednesday, except for
a group of people who had
previously lived in a slum
near Kali Bari which was
in October
2024, after which they had
moved from the area. Pre-

3 ——

Queuing up: People waiting to cast their

ma Devi, 60, who lives in a
slum cluster near Lodhi
Road, said that she did not
face any issues while vot-
ing.

“I voted earlier in the
day and did not face any is-
sue. None of the people
who live in my slum that I
know had any problems.
But we go and vote every

election in the fear that
otherwise, our names will
be deleted from the voter
list,” Ms. Devi said.

At her polling booth, a
school on Lodhi Road, vo-
lunteers said that they had
not received any com-
plaints of names being de-
leted from the electoral
rolls on Wednesday morn-

vote in New Delhi on Wednesday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

ing. Outside another poll-
ing booth near Pilanji vil-
lage, Muni Devi, 55, said
that she had voted without
any difficulty. At Pilanji vil-
lage, Bima Devi, 43, said
that she also did not face
any difficulty and she has
not heard anyone raising
any complaint. “My hus-
band’s name was not

there, but it was not ther
for the Lok Sabha election
also, but we did not go
get it added. We shoul¢
have done it,” she added.

Unfounded fears

At an election booth in B.K
Dutt Colony, volunteers
and officials said that there
had not been any issues in
terms of names being de-
leted.

Voters near the Valmiki
Basti did not experience
any name deletions. Simi-
larly, in a booth in Kidwai
Nagar, several voters were
worried about their names
being deleted but disco-
vered that their fears were
unfounded,

In the New Delhi consti-
tuency, AAP chief Arvind
Kejriwal is pitted against
Parvesh Sahib Singh and
Sandeep Dikshit. Mr. Singh
and Mr. Dikshit are sons of
two former Chief Minis-
ters, Sahib Singh Verma
and Sheila Dikshit respec-
tively.
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Voting for the bypoll for the
Erode East Assembly
constituency concluded on
Wednesday peacefully.

. (Left and above) Scenes
from polling booths. -
—Zakeer Hussain
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# 65.35% turnout ® Akhilesh alleges fake voting, cops deny claims

Milkipur turns into prestige battle

Ayodhya (UP), Feb. 5:
More than 65 per cent of
the total 3.70 lakh voters
exercised their franchise
in the bypoll to the
Milkipur Assembly con-
stituency of Uttar Prade
sh on Wednesday, surpass-
ing the turnout recorded
in the 2022 assembly polls.

The voting began at 7 am
and continued till 5 pm,
officials said, adding those
who queued up outside
poll booths before that will
be allowed to vote.

Samajwadi Party presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav
alleged “fake vofing” and
rigging by officials, but
senior police officers
rejected the charge and
said voting is going on
peacefully at all polling
stations.

According to the Election
Commission (EC), 65.35
per cent votes were cast till
the completion of voting.
The final poll percentage
can go up as the data is
compiled from all the 414
polling stations.

The turnout is more

than that recorded in the
2022 Assembly polls when
it was 60.23 per cent.

The Milkipur bypoll has
turned into a prestige bat-
tle between the SP and the
BJP as the seat is part of
the politically significant
Ayodhya district.

SP chief Yadav alleged
that presiding officers are
5 g the target of
fake voting” in the con-
stituency asked the EC

.and the Supreme Court to

take cognisance of the
“enemies of democracy”.

Mr Yadav posted on
social media platform X
an audio clip from a pur-

ported sting and said,

“This is a sting operation
of the truth of presiding
officers who are fulfilling
;ghe f:itlarget of fake voting
or the ruling party”
He alleged that police are
checking identity cards of
voters to “create fear” in
them. In an another post
on X, Mr Yadav said, “The
Election Commission
should immediately take
cognisance of Dictures

related to the news that
Ayodhya police — senior
police officers included —
is checking the ID cards of
voters in Milkipur.”

“This is a murder of
democracy by indirectly
influencing voting by cre-
ating fear among voters.
Such people should be
removed immediately and
punitive action should be
taken," he saidattaching a
picture with his post.

However, Ayodhya sen-
ior superintendent of
police Raj Karan Nayyar
categorically refuted the
accusations.

The SSP said the photo
in  question depicted
police personnel verifying
the identification creden-
tials of a polling agent,
and emphasised that law
enforcement officers are
not conducting any verifi-

cation of voters’ identifi- -

cation documents.
Talking, to reporters,
Samajwadi Party leader
and Faizabad MP
Awadhesh Prasad alleged
the BJP wanted to win the

| LETTERS

DELHI ELECTION —

As direct beneficiaries of
several welfare schemes,
women voters could pre-
fer the “AAP model” to
the “BJP model”. People
fiving in the slums of
Delhi may cast their votes
1o avoid the demolition of
their homes to make the
national capital a glitter-
ing city. Religious minori-
ties may vote tactically
for a secular party, more -
likely to win, in the closely
contested election. The
imprisonment of AAP
leaders on unsubstantiat-
ed charges and the
obstructionist role of the
Lisutenant Governor oo
could work to the AAP's
favour :
G. David Milton
Maruthancode

election by creafing pres-
sure on officers to influ-
ence voting.

Akhilesh Yadav also
posted some videos on X
alleging fake voting in the
bypoll. .

"The person who spoke
about casting fake votes in
Rai Patti Amaniganj in
the Milkipur by-election
has made it clear how the
officials in the BJP gov-
ernment are involved in
rigging. Does the Election
Commission need any
more proof?" Yadav
alleged in his post.

There are 10 candidates
in the fray but the main
contest is between
Samajwadi Party's Ajit
Prasad and the BJP's
Chandrabhanu Paswan.

The stakes in the bypoll
in Milkipur, which is in
Ayodhya district, were
raised by SP's Awadhesh
Prasad's surprise win
from Faizabad in Ilast
year's Lok Sabha polls that
came just months after the
inauguration of the Ram
temple in Ayodhya. — PTT
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Prez, Atishi, Rahul,
Jaishankar & CJI
among early voters-

AVINASH PRABHAKAR JHA
NEW DELHI, FEB. 5 x

As voting for the high-
octane Delhi Assembly elec-
tions began early morning
on Wednesday, President
Droupadi Murmu; vice
president Jagdeep
Dhankar; Chief Justice of
India Sanjiv Khanna; Union
‘ministers S. Jaishankar
and Hardeep Singh Puri;
Congress leaders Sonia

Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi, and-

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra;
Delhi chief minister Atishi;
and AAP supremo Arvind
Kejriwal were among the

early voters.
Other political heavy-
weights and prominent lead-

ers who came out to cast
their vote were lieutenant-
governor V.K. Saxena, chief
election commissioner Rajiv
Kumar, AAP leader and for-
mer Delhi deputy chief min-
ister Manish Sisodia, Delhi
BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva, Delhi police com-
missioner Sanjay Arora, and
Delhi chief electoral officer
R. Alice Vaz. . .
President Murmu cast her
vote for the Delhi Assembly
-polls at a polling booth
inside the President’s Estate
around 9.00 am.
After casting his vote at the
- Nirman Bhawan polling cen-
tre, Congress leader Mr
Rahul Gandhi urged the peo-
ple of Delhi to remember
while voting who committed
the blgge;t scam in Dellu by

DC CORRESPONDENT
. NEW DELHI, FEB. 5

As polling for the Delhi
Assembly elections ensued,
the first-time voters made
their presence felt across
the city on Wednesday,
underling their hopes for
better employment opportu-
nities, improved facilities
and a safer environment for

women besides overall
development of the national
capital

As soon as the voting com-
menced, the teens kept turn-

_former

talking about practising
clean politics.

In his post in Hindi, he
said, “My dear brothers and
sisters of Delhi, I appeal to -
all of you to go and vote
today. Your every vote for the
Congress will protect your
rights, strengthen the
Constitution, and put Delhi
back on the path of
progress.”

“While voting, remember
who is responsible for pol-
luted air, dirty water, and
broken roads. Who commit-
ted the biggest scam in
Delhi by talking about prac-
tising clean politics?” the
Congress chief
said.

Congress general secre-
tary Privanka Gandhi
Vadra said in another post
in Hindi on X, “Today is the
day to use the power given
to you by the Constitution
and decide your future for
the next five years. Your
one vote will make you and
your Delhi stronger. Use
your right after thinking
well and definitely cast
your vote.”

The vice president came
with his wife to cast his vote.

After casting the vote, he
described voting as the oxy-
gen for democracy and said
exercising the franchise is
the biggest right given to
the people.

“The basis of democracy is
voting and voting is the
mother of all rights. There is

up at the booth in a
steady flow during the day, an
apparent enthusiasm to
make the democratic choice
and highlight that each vote
counts. “I am here to vote for
a better environment for
women and good opportuni-
ty. As I attend college every-
day, the issue of women safe-
ty and security is paramount
for me. Women should not
constantly worry about their -
safety As every vote counts,
it will decide city’s future,”
said a third-year engineering
student Sara.
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AAP's Big 3 on sticky wicket,
Cong & BIP put spmed fight

SANJAY KAW
NEW DELHI, FEB. 5

AAP chief
Kejriwal, chief minister
Atishi, and former deputy
CM Manish Sisodia seem
to be on a slippery wicket
in the face of a friangular
fight put up against them
by the BJP and the
Congress in the high-
octane Assembly elections
held in the national capi-
tal on Wednesday.

If the number of party

supporters near voting

booths is any indication,
the chances of the three
_top AAP leaders sailing

through their New Delhi,
Kalkaji, and Jangpura

seats respectively is not

going to be easy.

The dampened morale of
the AAP supporters in the
three constituencies was
being cited by the BJP and

" the Congress as a reflec-
tion of the high anti-

incumbency against the -

current government.
Party leaders said mid-
dle-class residents —
upset with the AAP gover-
nance over a host of
issues like poor -civic
infrastructure, sanitation,
and air — came out to vote
in large numbers for their
respective candidates. -
The AAP, however, said
e "high polling was
owing to women who
voted in large numbers
given the party’s promised
scheme of 2,100 per
month for them if it

returns to power.
_Party leaders said
Assembly seats with slum

clusters have reported
high voting-as well, citing
how the residents there
have voted for them in the
last decade.

Gole Market resident
Madhu, however,
“Everyone is trying to buy
votes. After one party
announced a monthly
allowance for women, all
other parties did the same.
Why didn’t they do it earli-

Arvind -

Voters stand in a queue to cast their votes at a polling

station of Jafrabad area in New Delhi.

- G.N. JHA

Women voters want govt to
give livelihood, not promises

'DC CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI, FEB. 5

Labelling the announce-
ments for financial assis-
tance by the political par-
ties as “mere poll promis-
es”, a section of women
in Delhi said they voted
for better education and
safety.

The BJP, the AAP and
the Congress have each
promised financial assis-
tance for women — a
demographic that consti-
tfutes 46.2 per cent of
Delhi’s electorate. The
national capital has 72.36
lakh women voters.

Tri Nagar Assembly

vorter Nisha Sharma (59)
said announcing a finan-
cial aid was just a poll
promise. “We don’t need
this ... We want those
that would improve a
common person’s life. I
want the government to
provide livelihood to the
people so that they can
stand on their feet..I
voted for development
and better opportunities
for the future generation,
not fake allowances,” Ms
Sharma added.

a former MP, and son of
former chief minister
Sahib Singh Verma, on the
other.

Political pundits say if
Mr Dikshit is able to
retain a sizable vote share,
it would automatically
help Mr Verma.

“And if Mr Kejriwal is
not able to retain his seat,
it will also be the begin-
ning of his downfall in
Delhi politics,” a party
worker told this newspa-

per. :

With Mr Dikshit in the
fray, there are clear indica-
tions that the Congress
vote share is bound to
increase.

“The shift in the number
of votes from AAP fo

~ Congress is bound to help

the BJP” said a close con-
fidant of the AAP chief.
As voting commenced
for the Assembly polls, Mr
Kejriwal himself made a

- fervent appeal to the vot-

ers of Delhi to recognise
the importance of their
vote in shaping the future
of the city

As far as Kalkaji seat is
concerned, BJP has field-
ed Gujjar ‘leader and for-
mer MP Ramesh Bhiduri
against Ms Atishi. The
Congress has also fielded
its youth leader Alka
Lamba, who had once won
the Assembly elections on
the AAP ticket.

said, .

er?” “I voted for develop-
ment and better opportu-
nities for the future gener-
ation, not fake
allowances,” she added.
In New - Delhi, Mr
Kejriwal, who had defeat-
ed three-time CM Sheila
Dikshit in 2013, is facing a
serious challenge from
her son, Sandeep, a two-
time Congress Lok Sabha
MP, on the one side and
BJP’s Parvesh Verma, also
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Voter turnout at 60.42%
in Delhi, lower than 2020

Highest 69.09% turnout in
Mustafabad, Mehrauli lowest

BHASKAR HARI SHARMA
NEW DELHI, FEB. 5

The fate of 699 candidates
was sealed on Wednesday as
Delhi voted fo elect a new 70-
member house. The voter
turnout- touched 60.42 per
cent till 11 pm, compared to
62.82 per cent in 2020 polls.

The polling in all the 70 con-
stituencies began at 7 am and
ended at 6 pm.

Among other constituen-
cies, Mustafabad had the
highest turnout at 69.09 per
cent while Mehrauli recorded
the lowest at 53.05 per cent. .

_ The turnout recorded in the

northeast district stood at

66.25 per cent, while the New.

Delhi district it was at 55.86
per cent.

There are around 1.56 crore
eligible voters in Delhi.

The north district had a

turnout of 59.50 percent -

while the northwest district
60.70 percent. The Shahdara
district recorded a turnout of
63.94 per cent, southwest
Delhi 60.93 per cent, central
Delhi district 58.07 per cent,
southeast Delhi 56.16 per
cent, according to the EC
data. ; ;

In south, east and west dis-
tricts it was 58.16, 61.83 and
60.76 per cent respectively.

The voter turnout in key
constituencies like New
Delhi, where AAP chief
Arvind Kejriwal is pitted
against Congress’s Sandeep
Dikshit and BJP’s Parvesh
Verma had a turnout of 56.41
per cent, a slight increase
compared to last time which
was 52.45 per cent.

Another key constituency
Kalkaji, from where -chief
minister Atishi is contesting
against BJP’s Ramesh
Bidhuri and Congress’s Alka
Lamba saw voter turnout of
54.59 per cent compared to
57.51 in 2020. :

While in Jangpura, from
where former deputy chief
minister Manish Sisodia is
contesting against Congress’s
Farhad Suri and BJP’s

" Tarwinder Singh Marwah, it

was 57.42 per cent while it was
60.66 last time.
The key can-
didates in the
fray are AAP
minister’s
Gopal Rai and
Saurabh
Bharadwaj
fars ot m
Babarpur and .
Greater
Kailash,
respectively.
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Most exit polls predict BJP's
return in Delhi after 27 years

& Poll of exit polls

VINEETA PANDEY |[DC
NEW DELHI, FEB. 5

Winds of change could be
blowing in Delhi if the sxit
polls conducted at the end
of voting for the 70
Assembly  seats on
Wednesday hold frue.
Most exit polls predict a
return of the BJP govern-
ment in the national capi-
tal after 27 years. The poll
of exit polls predicts the
BJP to get a clear majority
and win about 41 seats,
while the incumbent AAP
will likely win about 28
seats. Interestingly, the
exit polls indicate the
Congress, which was rout-
ed in the last two Delhi
elections, may win a cou-
ple of seats as well.

The AAP leaders have
already started accusing
the BJP top leadership of
"managing” the polls
through the Election
Commission. However, if
the last-minute push by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the big Union

Voting peaceful at Erode Fast ™ |

President Droupadi

giv_es 41 of 70 seats to B

gets her finger marked with

indelible ink before casting heg vote ata polling hooth

during the Delhi Assembly elections in New Delhi

Wednesday.

budget relief to the middle
class in the income-tax
play any role, then it will
be tough for the AAP to
return to- power in Delhi
for the third consecutive
term.

The Congress, contesting
the Delhi polls with all its
might, appears to have
added fo the woes of the
AAP, as it may have dam-
aged the incumbent’s

o

. —=PTI

prospecis given the fact

the two parties share the

same votebank and any
between

“ division of Votes

the two will help the BJP
getihmugh,_::{; b
“At least six exit polls
have predicted a BJP
majority in the Delhi
Assembly elections, with
one other predicting a
close contest between the

BJPandAAP. =P8

bypoll, percentage to cross 65

Erode, Feb. 5: ‘féﬁng for

the bypoll for the Erode-

East Assembly constituen-
cy concluded here on
Wednesday peacefully and
the voter turnout is
expected fo cross at least
65 per cent,
authorities said.

People turned up enthu-
siastically at the polling
stations to cast their votes
.in the bypoll to the.Erode
Bast segment and those

Most exit

election .

who were in the queue at
the closing time were
issued tokens and allowed
to vote, they said. -
The polling was held
from 7 am to 6 pm and dur-
ing afternoon the voting
was sluggish. =
The allegation of a
woman voter that some-
one impersonated her and
hence, she could not vote
and the allegations and
counter-allegations of the

ruling DMK and Naam
Tamizhar Kaichi caught

attention, and they briefly .

resorted to road roko,
leading to  anxious
moments. A
Three EVMs were used
as 46 candidates, includ-
ing 4 independents, are in
the fray and the contest
appears to be only
between the ruling DMK's
V.C. Chandrakumar and
NTK M.K. Seethalakshmi.

JP:28 to AAP

TOTAL NO OF SEATS: 79

NEW DELHI, FEB. 5

The fate. of 699 candidates
was sealed on Wednesday
as Delhi voted io elect a
new 70-member house.
The turnout touched 60.25
percent, compared to 62.82
percent in 2020 polls.

The polling in all the 70
constituencies began at 7
am and ended at 6 pm.

The highest turnout was
recorded in the Northeast
distriet at 66.25 per cent,
while the New Delhi dis-
trict recorded the lowest
at 55.86 per cent.

polls predict

it polls BJP’s
return in Delhi after 27 years

The Peoples pyls
predicted 5160 ats b

n
1823 seats fﬁ{ﬁ v

Der cent vote share
one seat to the Conglgg
with 5.1 Per cent vota

Anather pollster, Mind
B {00, has predicted 2
the vn for the AAP, with

DATtY gofting anyiis
between 4149 seats in the
F"Illtmsedlgber Assembly and
5Iatrizege S P

0Se contest between th
AAP (32-37) and the B.lf

(3540).
Reacting to the exit poll

hﬂspmdicteda Delhi hav

Dredictions, Delhi
president ‘]3‘":;3 =
Sachdeﬁ said, “We
Tespect the e

decision gy DoLS...the

everyone has wo
tc;geghe: the pegpl:k ':%
(-] us i
full blessings ang ok
results ‘;ﬂg be seen on

Fel .
Predictably, the AAP

n}ng:l.rJP rejected exit polls for

arty AApP

underestimating the
barty's performanca in
the Deihj polls. “I don't
think all the SUrveys are
against us. If you Jook
at it historically, the
doesn't come to
1;1 surveys but
0
eventually...g v%x;nm:?é
éncouraged with tha
voting 3 percantage,
;h;g? is siose to 2015's
Cent,” AAP le;
Anurag Dhanda sai;der
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ErodeEast py-election concludes

peacefully, 87.97

' actionto the €
Epoce Tl 2 alhclt:geégeacnfuﬂ; on 'Wednesday.

the constituency re acorded

constituency conct
At the =nd of polling,

around 67.97% of vates.
yotas polled during the pre

o/p yotas recorded

Srode East Assembly

This is less than 74. 79% of
vious by-election T held

on February 27, 2023 | P4

Dieis castin Erode East poll
percentage dips to 67. 97%

Figure is 6.87% less than the percentage in previous bypoll in the constituency in 2023

P SRINIVASAN @Emde

THE by-election to the Erode
East assembly constituency,
which fell vacant for the second
time in the 16th state assembly
due to the sudden demise of
Congress leader EVKS Elango-
van, went off peacefully witha
minor incident of scuffle be-
tween DMK and NTK cadres.
With the main opposition par-
ties - AIADMK, BJB, PMK, and
DMDK - deciding to boycott the
by-election, the voting percent-
age came down marginally

At the end of the polling on
‘Wednesday, the constituency
recorded around 67.97 % votes.
This is less than 74.79% votes
polled during the previous by-
election held on February 27,
2023.

All the wards in the con-
stituency saw brisk poll-
ing, from the start of the
polling at 7 am. De- t
spite the hot weath-
er, people waited
in long queues in
front of the poll-
ing booths to exer-
cise their

Male:1,10,128

Know the constituency

Peaple ine up to edercie theit franchise at Railway Colony polling baoth n

Erode an Wadnesday | s senaasapaomx

Q

‘andshelater went
to lodge a com-
‘plaint with the

franchise.
Though a total FRAREEACT BY-ELECTION returning of['n:~
" sources saif

of 46 candidates

are in the fray,

which forced the Election Com-

mission of India to use three

EVMs in each polling booth,

the real fight is between the

DMK'’s VC Chandrakumar and

NTK’s MK Seethalakshmi.
“On Wednesday morning,

polling started on time in all

- 237 polling booths. However,
. there were minor issues in a

w1

w

few places. EVM's malfunec-
tions at 14 polling booths. How-
ever, they were fixed in a short
time,” officials said.

Sources pointed at another
incident at Valayakara Street

polling station that led to an

argument.

“When Farida Begum, ares-
ident of the area, went to vote
at booth 168, the officials in-
formed her that her vote had
already been cast. This led to
an argument with the officials

"The ofﬁcmts
refused to show the signature
of the person who cast my
vote," Begum said.

Upon learning of this, NTK
candidate MK Seethalakshmi

First-time voters

1am happy to vote in the election
for the first time. | have voted for
leaders who advocate for a secular
India

JHamMuHafBPAmlmm v
1voted in the by-election

inspected the relevant booth
and said, “Officials explained to
me that this confusion has aris-
en due to the same name, They
have assured that the woman
will be given the opportunity to
vote. DMK functionaries are
threatening our booth agents.
There are complaints of DMK

* cadre casting fake votes in some

booths. The Election Commis-
sionshould inve this.”
Meanwhile, on Wednesday
evening, NTK accused DMK
functionaries of cashng fake
votesat the Veera)
polling station. But oﬂicmls at
the polling station denied it.
Following this, a scuffle broke

M Silvia of Jeevanantham Road

Vating for the first time was a great
experience forme. | voted for
change.

5 Kanishica of Periyar Nagar

TIMEWISEPOLL
i PERCENTAGE

1AM @ 26.03%

1PN G 62.41%
3PM G 53.63%
5PM emmsmm—— 64,02%
6PM exmmm—— 67.9T%

out between DMK and NTK
cadres outside the booth. The
police intervened and brought
the situation under control. The
voting was completed by § pm.
TNIE's efforts to reach re-
turning officer SK Srikanth
over phone went in vain.
District Election Officer
Raja Gopal Sunkara, said, ‘A
complaint has been received

regarding a fake vote. Howev-
er, there is no possibility for
tlns Investlgation is under

After polling, the EVMs
were taken to the counting cen-
tre set up at Government Cal-
lege of Engineering in Chith-
ode, where the votes will be
counted on February 8, said an
election official.



Pollsters see

PREETHA NAIR @ New Delhi

WITH the high-stakes assem-
bly election in Delhi coming to
a close on Wednesday, several
pollsters predicted the return
of the BJP to power after 27
years, with a clear majority.
Exit poll predictions often go
awry but if they get it right this
time around, it will be a huge
sethback for the ruling AAPF,
which is seeking a third con-
secutive term in office.

As for the voter turnout, it
stood at 60.42% as of 11 pm,
creeping towards the 2020 fig-
ure of 62.59%.

Seven of 10 exit polls predict-
ed anywhere between 39 and 50
seats for the BJP and 20-25 for
AAP Seven pollsters predicted
not more than three seats for
the Congress, which is fighting
for revival in Delhi. In the
70-member Delhi assembly, 36
is the majority mark.

While People’s Pulse gave
a sweeping 51-60 seats for
the BJP-led NDA,
Chanakya Strategies
predicted 39-44 for it.

The P-Marg exit
poll predicted 39-49
seats for the BJP and

NEW _Lngion Exprefs , dated 06-02-2028

its allies, 21-31 for AAP, and 0-1
for the Congress.

However, two surveys — Wee
Preside and Mind Brink — pre-
dicted a sweeping victory for
the AAP. According to WeePre-
side, AAP is expected to get 46-
52 seats, restricting BJP to 18-23
seats. The Mind Brink survey
predicted 44-49 seats for AAP
and 21-25 for the saffron party.

If most of the pollsters get it
right, it will be a body blow for
the Congress — which was hop-
ing to rise like a Phoenix — af-
ter the reverses in Haryana and
Maharashtra.

The gloves were off as the
Congress and the AAP, both IN-
DIA bloc allies, unleashed an
all-out war against each other
during the election campaign.
However, most of the other con-
stituents of the bloc, including
the Samajwadi Party, Trina-
mool Congress and Shiv Sena
(UBT) extended support to the
AAP They also endorsed TMC
chief Mamata Banerjee for
the leadership of the bloc.

Ry For the Congress
PouLs  party, it is a battle for
survival in the Capi-
tal city it ruled for 15
years in a row.

‘Capital gain’

People after casting votes during the Delhi Assembly elections, at
Jamia Nagar in Okhla, New Delhi, on Wednesday | pn

EXIT POLL PREDICTIONS

Source AAP BiP+ [Cong
Chanakya Strategies | 25-28 | 39-44 | 2-3
> DV Research 26-34 | 36-44 | 0-0
N HE 22-31 | 39-45 | 0-2
Matrize 32-37 | 35-40.| O-1
Mind Brink 44-49 | 21-25 | 0-1
mew_m. P-Marq 21-31 39-49 | 0-1
——————  Pgople’s Insight 25-29 | 40-44 | 0-2
Peoples Pulse 10-19 | 51-60 | 0-0
. Poll Diary 18-25 | 42-50 | 0-2
HALFWAY WeePreside 46-52 | 18-23 | 0-1

MARK

POLEOF POLLS
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Over 65% voting recorded
in Milkipur by-election,
surpasses 2022 turnout

NAMITA BAJPAI @ Lucknaw

THE bypoll to Milkipur assem-
bly constituency under Faiza-
bad parliamentary segment
broke all previous records since
independence with 65.25 per
cent voters exercising their
franchise till 5 pm on Wednes-
day. The bypoll was necessitat-
od after SP MLA Awdhesh Pras-
ad vacated it after getting
elected to Lok Sabha from
Faizabad in 2024 general
elections.

As per the Election
Commission of India,
65.25 per cent voting
was recorded till 5 pm
with voters still stand-
ing in the queues. The
voting percentage is likely
to go up in the final count by
the end of the day in the high-
stake battle between the BJP
and the SE.

In 2022 UP assembly polls,
Milkipur had recorded 60.58
per cent votes and the seat was
won by Awdhesh Prasad as SP
candidate. He had wrested the
seat from the BJP defeating
MLA Baba Gorakhnath. :

In the current bypoll, the fate
of 10 candidates was at stake.

While the ruling BJP had field-
ed Chandrabhan Paswan, a
lawyer and a grass root worker
of the party, SP had reposed
faith in Ajit Prasad, son of
Awdhesh Prasad.

Bhim Army chief Chan-
drashekhar Azad Ravan had
also fielded a candidate San-
tosh Chaudhury, an SP rebel
from his Azad Samaj Party,
while the BSP kept away from
the bypoll.

Meanwhile, Congress too
decided against fielding
. its candidate and ex-
tended support to the
SP. Milkipur, which is
dominated by Pasi com-
‘munity among the
Scheduled castes, wit-
nessed a battle of nerves
with the saffron brigade leav-
ing no stone unturned to wrest
the seat form SP, thereby, urg-
ing voters fo “avenge the defeat
of 2024 Lok Sabha election.”

In a bid to salvage its pres-
tige, the BJP intended to con-
vey the message that it is still
standing firm in Ayodhya,
while the SP relied on its Pich-
hda, Dalit and Alpsankhyak
(PDA) narrative which fetched
it good results in 2024.



Jimith

™~

af; LA :j""‘\ ' ;It -’ArCJ ", (5 -02- 2028

Over 70% turnout
in Erode East bypoll

The Hindu Bureau

ERODE

The byelection to the
Erode (East) Assembly con-
stituency witnessed over

70%

Wednesday.
The byelection, necessi-
tated by the death of Con-

gress

Elangovan on December

against the NTK. A total of

46 candidates, including
the DMIK’s V.C. Chandhira-

turnout on

legislator EV.K.S.

lammar and the NTK's MLK.
Seethalakshmi, were in the
fray. A total of 2,27,546
electors — 1,10,128 men,
1,17,381 women, and 37
transpersons — were eligi-
ble to cast their vofe.
Collector Raja Gopal
Sunkara said the polling

14, 2024, was boycotted by  passed off peacefully.
major political parties such The counting of the
as the AIADMK and the votes will take place on Fe-
BJP. The DMK faced off bruary8.

Erode East bypoll: 67.97 %
turnout, 7% less than 2023

NTK Candidate
Lacked Voting
Rights Here

Fast assembly constituency
recorded a voter turnout of

57.97 % on Wednesday, about

7% less than that in the by-
election 2023.

Nevertheless, theturnout
was considered high as the
principal opposition party
ATADMK as well as BJP had
boyeotted it, leaving the bat-
tlefield open to candidates of
only DMK and NTK.

Polling began at a brisk
pace as voiers lined up at
‘booths as early as 7am. By 2
am, about 10 % of the votes
were polied, which rose to 24
% by 11 am and 42 % by 1 pm.
The polling ended with 1.44
lakh of 2.26 lakh voters cast-
ing their ballots, accounting
for 64 %. Election officers de-
scribed the process as “calm
and smooth”.

EJ(EﬁmSI HIS RIGHT: A senior ciﬁz at paﬂig booth

While DMK candidate VC
Chandhirakumar was
among the early voters at a
polling station in Surampat-
ti, his opponent, NTK’'s M K
Seethalakshmi, lacked vot-
ingrightsinthe constituency
as she lived in neighbouring
Gobichettipalayam constitu-
ency.

Seethalakshmi, who was
visiting polling booths one
after the other, alleged that
NTK booth agenis werebeing
threatened by DMK function-
aries. NTK has decided to ap-
proach the Election Commis-

sion of India with the alleged
malpractices.

District election officer
Raja Gopal Sunkara ruled
out the possibility of bogus

voting. “The allegation that.

DMK men threatened NTK
booth agents is also baseless
because thereare CCTV cam-
eras in all polling stations,”
hesaid. 3
A26-year-old voter named
Farida Begam from Valai-
yakara Veethi, however, was
unable to exercise her fran-
chiseas her vote was found io
be cast already. This led to 2

brief confrontation with offi-
cials. Sunkara said this
would be probed. He said 14
EVMs experienced malfune-
+ions but were set right ina
fewminutes.

Meanwhile, DMK candi-
date Chandhirakumar ex-
pressed confidence that he
would win with a huge mar-
gin. An AIADME function-
aryadmitted thata sectionof
their party cadres too voted
despitetheparty's boycottde-
cision.

“Voters perceived this by-
election as a contest between
the gounders and mudaliars
since the DMK candidateisa
mudaliarand NTK candidate
was a gounder. So voters affil-
iated to parties that boycot-
_ted the election chose to vote
on castebasis,” hesaid.

Over 1,500 police person-
nel from Salem, Erode, Tiru-
pur; and Coimbatore dis-
tricts were deployed, along-
side 600 paramilitary forces.

The seals of the sirong
room will be opened on Feb 8
in the presence of party
agents for the vote counting
Drocess.
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BJP, AAP trade

charges of
malpractice,
MCC violation

Atul. Mathur@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The blame game
between AAP and BJP contin-
1ed on Wednesday, with both
—Z—w] parties accus-
| ing each other
| of indulgingin
malpractices
| and violating
the model code
=7 of conduct.
While AAP alleged BJP
distributed cash and kept
campaign material on polling
tablesin Jangpuraand Kondli

assembly constituencies, the'

saffron party claimed that
fake votes were cast in See-
lampur by ‘burga-clad’ wom-
en. While the campaign mate-
rial was seized, policerejected
the allegations of cash distri-

nothingwasfound. e

AAP Rajya Sabha member
Sanjay Singh alleged that 2
leader of the Valmiki commu-
nity, Harish, was “arrested” at
South Avenue police station.

Police, however, claimed
Harish wasdetainedonacom-
plaint of “distributing free-
bies and transporting voters
to polling booths”.

Delhi BJP president Viren-
dra Sachdeva alleged that
AAP had stooped to “fake vot-
ing” as it was rattled by its

“imminent defeat”. He urged

people to be wary of AAP’s
“manipulations”.

v

bution and charg'%fgjf'fal_:e.

Over 65% voting in Milkipur
bypoll, surpasses 2022 turnout

Ayodhya: More than 85% of
the total 3.7 lakh voters exer-
cised their franchise in the
bypoll to the Milkipur As-
sembly constituency of Uttar
Pradesh on Wednesday, st~
passingthe turnoutrecorded
in the 2022 assembly polls.
The voting began at 7am and
continued till 5pm, officials
said.

Samajwadi Party presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav alleged
“fake voting” and rigging by
officials, but senior police of-
ficersrejected the charge.

According to the Election
Commission (EC), 65.35%
Yotes were cast till the com-
pletion of voting. The final
poll percentage can go up as
the data is compiled from all
the 414 polling stations.

The turnout is more than

EYE OF STORM: Samajwadi
party (SP) MP Akhilesh Yadav
tweetad this picture alleging
Ayodhya police of checking the
ID cards of voters during the
Milkipur bypoll

that recorded in the 2022 as-
sembly polls when it was

£0.23%. The Milkipur bypoll

has turned into a prestige
battle between the Samajwa-
di Party and the Bharatiya
Janata Party as the seat is
partof the politically signifi-
cant Ayodhya district.

SP chief Yadav alleged
that presiding officers are
“puifilling the target of fake
voting” in the constituency
asked the Elsction Commis-
sion and the Supreme Court
to take cognisance of the
“anemies of democracy’.

In another post on X, Ya-
dav said, “The Election Com-
tmission should immediately
take cognisance of pictures
related to the news that Ayod-
hya Police—senior policeof-
ficersincluded —ischecking
theID cardsof votersin Milk-
i‘pﬂl‘."

Howaver, Ayodhya Senior
Superintendentof PoliceRaj
Karan Nayyar said the photo
in question depicted police
personnel verifying theiden-
tification credentials of a
pollingagent. Pmi
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A Saffron Party
Victory Will
End Its 27-Year
Exile In State

Team TOI

exit polls released on
] Wednesday gave BJP an
edge over AAP in the Del-
hi assembiy polls, one of the fo-
ur analysed here gave the in-
cumbenta third consecutive de-
cisive mandate and another ga-
ve BJP an even clearer win. If
BJP does win, it will end a near
three-decade drought — 27 ye-
ars, to be precise—for the party
in the state. Meanwhile, at
60.4% Delhi recorded its lowest
voter turnout since 2008. :
The Matrize poll estimated
that BJP would likely cross the
majority mark, but only just,
with a projected range of 3540
seats in the 70-memberHouse, P-
Marg gave the saffron partyaso-
mewhat better range of 3944 se-
ats while People’s Pulse put the
figure at 51-60, a sweep nearly as
comprehensive as AAP’s in the
assembly polls in 2015 and 2020.
In contrast to these, WeePre-
side predicted that AAP would
win 46-52 seats, with BJP at best
getting 23 seats. All thefourpolls
putthe Congresstallyatnomore
than one seat and even that was
not a sure shot. For Congress,
which was in office in Delhi for
15 years before AAP unseated it,

-
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Exit polls give BIP edge
in Delhi, worries for AAP

WHA'I'_THE EXIT POLLS SAY

at > For BIP, a defeat

pollsters didn't will make it feel

release exit poll 5 missed out on real

results. They may to e opportunity in a

reveal findings in a small but high-

day or two profile state
Erode East bypoll : Record 65% tumout
sees 68% turnout : in UP ‘grudge match’

Erode Eastassembly bypoll : ilkipur assembly seatin
on Wednesday recordeda : the UP Hindutva heartland
voter turnout of 67.97%. It had : of Ayodhyarecorded morethan
recordedalmost75%pollingin ~ : 65% turnout, the highest since it
2023.Asmanyas144lakhoutof : participatedinthefirst
2.26lakh voters cast their ballots. i electionsin1967. The bypollisa
NTK'sMKSeethalakshmialleged : political grudge match between
the party'sbooth agents i BJPandSP,givingthe formera
were threatened by DMK : shotatredemptionafterashock
members.P5 ! LSlossinFaizabadin2024.P15
that would mean its hopes of a A few established pollsters
significant revival in the natio-  such as Axis My India, CVoter
nal capital would onceagainbe  and Today’s Chanakya, some
dashed. of which have at various po-
ForAAPadefeatatthisstage  intsin therecent past acquired

where ifs most prominent lea- areputationfor beingaccuraie
dersarefacingcases, wouldbea  intheirpredictions, did not re-
body blow If, on the other hand,  lease any exit poll results on
BJP weretoloseagain, itwillfe- Wednesday, TOI has learned
elitmissedoutonarealopportu-  that they are likely to reveal
nity to regain office in a small  findings of exit polls or post-
but politically high-profileterri-  poll surveys in the next day or
tory two.
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Erode East bypoll: 67.97 %
turnout, 7% less than 2023

NTK Candidate
Lacked Voting
Rights Here

Times News NETWORK

Erode: The bypoll for Erode.

East assembly constituency
recorded a voter turnout of
67.97 % on Wednesday, about
7% less than that in the by-
election 2023.

Nevertheless, the turnout
was.considered high as the
principal opposition party
ATADMEK as well as BJP had
" boycotted it, leaving the bat-
tlefield open to candidates of
only DMK and NTK.

Polling began at a brisk
pace as voters lined up at
booths as early as 7am. By 9
-am, about 10 % of the votes
were polled, which rose to 24
% by 11 am and 42 % by 1 pm.
The polling ended with 1.44
lakh of 2.26 lakh voters cast-
ing their ballots, accounting
for 64 %. Election officers de-
scribed the E.oommm as “calm
and smooth’

mxmnn_m_zm HIS RIGHT: > senior n_n_mm:.mn a uc__sm wcoﬁz

While DMK candidate VC
Chandhirakumar - was
among the early voters at a
polling station in Surampat-
ti, his opponent, NTK’s M K
Seethalakshmi,  lacked vot-
ingrightsintheconstituency
as she lived in neighbouring
Oocwnrmnﬁm_mqma constitu-
ency.

Seethalakshmi, who was
visiting polling booths one
after the other, alleged that
NTKboothagents werebeing
threatened by DMK function-
aries. NTK has decided to ap-
proach the Election Commis-

sion of India with the alleged
malpractices. .

District election officer
Raja Gopal Sunkara ruled
out the possibility of bogus
voting. “The allegation that
DMK men threatened NTK
booth agents is also baseless
becausethereare CCTV cam-
eras in all polling stations,”
hesaid.

A 26-year-old voter named
Farida Begam from Valai-

. yakara Veethi, however, was

unable to exercise her fran-
chiseasher votewasfound to
be cast already. This led to a

-

brief confrontation with offi-
cials. Sunkara ‘said this
would be probed. He said 14
EVMs experienced malfunc-
tions but were set right in a
fewminutes. :

Meanwhile, DMK candi-
date Chandhirakumar ex-
pressed confidence that he
would win with a huge mar-
gin. An AIADMK function-
aryadmitted thatasection of
their party cadres too voted
despitethe party'sboycottde-
cision.

“Voters perceived this by-
election as a contest between

' the gounders and mudaliars

since the DMK candidate isa

mudaliarand NTK candidate

was a gounder. So voters affil-
iated to parties that boycot-
ted the election chose to vote
on castebasis,” he said.

Over 1,500 police person-
nel from Salem, Erode, Tiru-
pur, and Coimbatore dis-
tricts were deployed, along-
side 600 paramilitary forces.

The seals of the strong
room will be opened on Feb 8
in the presence of party
agents for the vote oozzﬁEm
process.
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Erode East bypolls see ~

over 70 pc turnout

COIMBATORE: The Erode (East)
constituency recorded more
than 70 per cent furnout in
bypolls by 6 pm on Wednesday.
Polling was by and large
peaceful across the 237 polling
stations, barring some siray
incidents,

A total of 45 candidates are in the
fray. DMK’s VC Chandhirakumar
and Naam Tamilar Katchi’'s MK
Seethalakshmi  are  crossing
swords in the bypolls that saw
lacklustre campaigning as major
opposition political parties boy-

cotted the polls. “DMK will secure
a big win because of the welfare
schemes implemented by the Dra-
vidian model of government over
the last four vears. This victory
will reflect in 2026 Assembly polls
also,” Chandhirakumar tfold the
media, after casting his vote in Mo-
suvanna Strset.

Seethalakshmi, who does not
havs a vota in the constituency, in-
spected polling stations.

. Collecior Raja Gopal Sunkara
said minor technical glitches were
reported in around 14 EVMs, which
were rectified soon.  »More on P4

Frode East bypolls: Around
70 per cent voter turnout recorded

COIMBATORE: The Erode (East)
constitneney recorded a brisk
voter turnout of over 70 per
cent on Wednesday.

Voter's turnout remained steady
since 7 am when polling com-
menced and recorded 10.35 per cent
at 9 am, 26.93 per cent at 11 am,
42,41 per cent at 1 pm 53.83 per cent
at 3 pm, 64,02 per cent at 5 pm and
over 70 per cent at § pm. 3
In the last bypolls, the Erode as-
sembly constituency recorded 74.79
per cent of votes and 69.58 per cent
in the 2021 assembly slections.
DMK’s VC Chandrakumar and
Naam Tamilar Kaichi’s (NTK) MK
Seethalakshmi ars crossing swords
in the bypolls that saw lacklustre
campaigning as major opposition
political parties have boycotied the
polls. “DMIK’s rising sun symbol
will secure a big win because of the
weifare schemes implemented by
the Dravidian model of govern-
ment over the last four years. The
vigtory in this bypoll will reflect in
2026 assembly polls also,” said
DMK candidate VC Chandrakumar
to the media, after casting his vote
at a polling booth in Mosuvanna

Streef. NTK candidate See-
thalakshmi, who dees not have a
vote in the constituency, inspected
the polling stations and accused
election authorities of an indiffer-
ence attituds. :

%] was askad to take away the
party’s towel on my shoulder while
visiting the polling stations, where-
as the DMK candidate was allowed
with a towel. Is this a democracy?

Women from across villages cast their vote oa\?eiﬁlesday :

There are no equal rights for all,”
she said.

In another incident, the NTK
and DMK workers broke into a
heated argument afier agents of
NTK raised allegations of bogus
voting at a polling station in Veer-
appanchathiram area. A large
number of police rushed to the spot
and brought the situation under
confrol.
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