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SC entertains
contempt plea
on candidates’

assets order
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@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Tuesday entertained a con-
tempt petition which accused
the Union govt of not imple-
menting SC’s 2018 judgment
asking for framing of rules to
make it mandatory for electo-
ral candidates to declare the
source of their income along
with assets owned by them
and their family.

After four unsuccessful at-
tempts seeking initiation of
contempt proceedings against
Centre for not implementing
the 2018 judgment, SN Shukla
of ‘Lok Prahari’, an NGO,
achieved successasabench of
JusticesBR Gavaiand KV Vis-
wanathan agreed toentertain
thecontemptpetition.

At present, candidates and
their spouses only declare the-
ir assets in an election affida-
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In the 2018 judgment, SC
had ruled that “non-disclosu-
re of assets and sources of in-
come of candidates and their
associates would constitute a
corrupt practice falling under
heading ‘undue influence’ as
defined under Section 123(2)
of the Representation of the
People Actof 1951”.

SC had further said, “In-
formation about the contracts
with appropriate government
and any public company by
the candidate, his/her spouse
and dependents directly or by
Hindu undivided family/
trust/partnership firm(s)/
private company (companies)
inwhichthe candidate and his
spouse and dependentshavea
share or interest shall also be
provided (by the candidate) in
the affidavit in Form 26 presc-
ribed under therules.”
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