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FIR filed against

Mehbooba for
‘code violation’

v

An FIR was lodged on
Wednesday against Peoples
Democratic Party candidate
Mehbooba Mufti on the
complaint of the Election
Commission in Anantnag-
Rajouri for holding a protest
on the polling day to press for
the release of detained
workers and polling agents.

According to the FIR, a
huge number of PDP workers
led by Ms. Mufti assembled in
Bijbehara on May 25, “which
amounted to the gross
violation of the Model Code of
Conduct (MCC)”.

Ms. Mufti said she was
paying a price for speaking
truth to power. “Our protest
was against the Government
of India which was in cahoots
with the local administration
for detaining hundreds of PDP
polling agents and workers in
the hours leadingupto
voting,” she said.
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The two-day meditation at -

the Vivekananda Rock Me-
morial in Kanniyakumari
announced by Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi from
May 30 violates the Model
Code of Conduct (MCC)
and restrictions imposed
on a candidate during the
silent period, the Congress
told the Election Commis-
sion on Wednesday. :

A Congress tion
of Abhishek Singhvi, Ran-
deep Surjewala and Naseer
Hussain argued that either
Mr. Modi should hold his
meditation on June 1 after
polling hours or there
should be no media cover-
age of the event until vot-
ing is over.

“These are all ways to
either campaign or get pu-
blicity for yourself through
channels and publications.
We have put two simple
points before the EC. Eith-
er the Prime Minister starts
this after 48 hours and can
start his maun vrat [vow of
silence] from the evening
of June 1 or, if he insists, the
EC should ensure that it is
not telecast by visual me-
dia or published by the
print media. He [Mr. Modi]
is a candidate himself in
the last phase,” Mr. Singhvi
said.

West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee too
said that her party, the Tri-
namool Congress, would
complain to the Election
Commission if the Prime
Minister’s meditation was
televised.
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Modi, BJP ‘spreading

9

lies

about Central funds: Didi

To move EC if PM 5 Kanyakuman medltatlon telewsed

RAJIB CHOWDHURI
KOLKATA, MAY 29 -

Claiming to have never @@

seen “a liar” like Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
* West Bengal chief minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on
‘Wednesday accused Mr
Modi and the BJP of
“spreading lies” about
funds being provided ‘to
the state and challenged
the PM to prove his claim.

Ms Banerjee also threat-
ened to move the Election
Commission if his medi-
tation in Kanyakumari is
televised, claiming that it
would be a violation of
the model code of con-
duct.

The Trinamul Congress
supremo hit back at the
PM for levelling charges
during ' his. rally at
‘Mathurapur in South 24
Parganas on Wednesday
morning against “her
party for misuse of the
Central funds released to
stop river erosmn m the
state.

*“He accused us of mis-
appropriation of Central

" West Bengal chief minlster Mamata Banerjee greets
“supporters during an election roadshow in Kolkata on

Wegnesday.

funds to stop river ero-

sion. In reality, he did not

send anything. It is us
who utilised our funds to
stop the problem,” she
argued. :

At a rally in South 24
Parganas’ Baruipur, she
alleged, “I have seen many
PMs. But I feel sad to
make bad comments
about someone. [ haven't
seen such a liar PM any-
where. Yesterday, he

- PTI

talked” about monitoring
the cyclone. How can he
do it from Delhi?”

While we stayed awake

‘the whole- night and

supervised the evacuation
of 46 lakh people and
relief work, he didn’t even
enguire, Ms Banerijee
added. Mocking Mr Modi's

“mediation plan, she said,

“He’d better go and medi-
tate. However, it should
not be televised.”
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Opposition objects to PM’s

G. BABU JAYAKUMAR,
D.SEKAR|DC
CHENNAI, MAY 29

meditation

Arrangements for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
visit to Kanyakumari for
his three-day meditation
on the Vivekananda Rock
-memorial from Thursday
are on with the security:
agencies swinging into
action even as political
parties and social media

users in the state launched
a sca attack on the
Prime Minister with

TNCC president K. Selva-
perunthogai calling the
move as a ‘political fraud.’

CPM state secretary K.
Balakrishnan, in a state-
ment, said that though
canvassing for . votes.
directly or indirectly after
the completion of cam-
paign was not allowed, Mr
Modi was coming to
Kanyakumari just before
the last and seventh phase
of polling with a view to
circumvent ‘the election
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Kanyakt
tion rules.

PM Modi
meditates at -
Kedarnath during
the 2019 election
period. '

rules. Mr Modi's plan was
to campaign indirectly for
his party through the med-
itation that would garner

" wide media coverage and

generate a discussion on
social media, he said and
urged the  Election

- Commission of India not

'to allow it, besides impos-
ing a ban‘on the telecast of
th%vent., '

- Selvaperunthogai
said that 57 Lok Sabha
constituencies would be

.going, for polls in the last

phase on June.1 when Mr

‘his ‘meditation drama,’

which he described as a
shame on not just Tamil
Nadu but on the entire
nation.

The prohibition
tourists  visiting the
Vivekananda Rock
Memorial on the three
days when Mr Modi would
be sitting on meditation
was a denigl of basic
rights of the people, he-
said, adding that it was an
irony that it was on the

on

‘same rock that Swami

Vivekananda meditated

Modi would be enacting

on 131 years ago.

B P7

Opposition objects to PM’s
meditation ahead of voting

FROMPG 1’

Swami Vivekananda stood
for communal harmony and
was against people who want-
ed to protect their own reli-
gion and destroy other faiths
but Mr Modi would have nei-
ther read his preaching nor
would find them acceptable,
the Congress leader said.

At the local level, the DMK
had approached the
Kanyakumari district colleg-

tor to stop Mr Modi from
undertaking the exercise.
Several social media users
flayed the Prime Minister for
the prigramme and pointed
out that it went against the
Model Code of Conduct. Pol
itical parties have also writ-
ten to the Election Commis
sion of India to take action
and prevent the meditation
programme. In the meantime,
central” security agencies
have landed in Kanyakumari

to sanitise the place and en
sure that the programme we
nt on without a hitch. Before
starting his meditation, Mr
Modi has planned a temple
visit after landing in Kany
akumari by helicopter from
Thiruvana nthapuram, whe
re he would reach by a special
flight. Instructions have been
reportedly given to the BJP
cadre to not crowd the place
when the Prime Minister sat
on meditation.
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- action on Odia
TV channel
for e:’(it "pol—ls,

i New Delhh Election Com-
i mission on Wednesday direct-
i ed the Odisha chief electoral
. officer (CEO) to take immedi-
. ate action against Nandigh-
- osha TV for telecasting exit
- poll results in the state in vio-
. lation of the law, sources said.
! They pointed out that exit
polls are pmhibited under

Section 126A of thaﬂepresen
tation of the_Peeple Act, 1951,

n of elec-

tionsinallphases. ‘
Theseventh andlastpxé:g

: : )“‘ i
assembly aonaﬂtuenciec in

isha will witness polling in
this phase, along with 51
PCs across seven other
states/UTs. EC had on March
28 notified the prohibited pe-
riod for dissemination of exit
poll results from 7am of April
19t06.30pm of Junel.

----------------------------------------------
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PM lan to meditate in TN
v101ates po]l_code says Cong
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Modi’s nlali;b
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Manu Singhvi, Randeep Singh
Surjewala and Dr Naseer Hus-
sain submitted a list of com-
plaints to the EC regarding
various violations of the model
code by the ruling BJP.

In its memorandum, the Con-
gress said that Modi's proposed
meditation trip violates the
Model Code of Conduct (MCC)
and provisions under the Rep-
resentation of Peoples Act-1951.
Modi is set to hold a three-day
meditation on May 30 at the
Vivekananda Rock Memorial in
Tamil Nadu’s Kanyakumari.

“On May 28, several news
agencies reported on a trip that
PM Narendra Modi would be
taking to Kanyakumari, where
he would meditate at the Dhya-
na Mandapam, starting on May
30,” the memorandum said.

-The said trip would be widely

televised during the 48-hour si-
lence period in Varanasi, the
constifuency from which Modi
is contesting, it said.
“Through the 'medéltation

trip, Narendra Modi is attempt-
ing to circumvent the 48-hour
silence period and unfairly lev-
erage the ethno-cultural signif-
icance of the chosen location in
an attempt to bolster his cam-
paign and maximise his vote
share — in violation of the Rep-
resentation of Peoples Act, as
well as the MCC and the orders
with respect to dos and don'ts
during the election period that
political parties and their can-
didates are required to adhere
to,” it pointed out.

Speaking to the media after
its meeting with the EC, Sing-
hvi said that it is a gimmick by

Indirect campaign

The Congress memorandum to EC
said that through the meditation
trip, the PM is attempting to
circumvent the 48-hour silence
perlod and unfairly leverage the
ethno-cultural significance of the
chosen location in an attempt to
bolster his campaign and
maximise his vote share — in
violation of the Representation of
Peoptes Act and the McC.

the BJP to keep the party in the
‘headlines. “We told the EC that
during the silence period, no
one should be allowed to cam-
paign, directly or indirectly. We
have no objection to whatever
any leader may do, whether
they keep a ‘Maun Vrat’ or any-
thing. But it should not be an
indirect campaign during the
silence period. We complained
to the EC that Modi has an-
nounced that he will sit on
‘Maun Vrat’' from the evening
of May 30. The silence period
would begin from 7 ‘o’clock on
May 30 and last till June 1. This
is an MCC violation,” he said.

The Congress leaders further
urged the EC to prohibit the
print and audio-visual media
from telecasting the
meditation.
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