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DMK flags
3
reasonable
. apprehension’
over strong
. |
room security
eau II

CHENNAI |

The DMK on Monday sub- l
mitted a plea to the Elec- |
tion Commission of India
(EC) seeking a direction to
ensure  uninterrupted |
CCTV coverage in all |
strong rooms, where the
Electronic Voting Ma-
chines (EVMs) have been
stored after polling on
April 19.

The party also sought a
direction from the EC for
declaring the plagés
where the EVMs hadbeen
stored as ‘drones no-fly
zone', _~-

DMK Rajya Sabha mem-

ber N.R. Elango handed
over})is party’s represen-
tation in this regard to
Chief Electoral Officer Sa-
tyabrata Sahoo at the Se-
cretariat in Chennai on |
Monday. |

Incident in the Nilgiris
The representation, by
DMK organisation secre- |
tary R.S. Bharathi, fol- |
lowed an incident in the
Nilgiris  parliamentary
constituency, where CCTV |
surveillance of the strong |
room was interrupted for

a few minutes on April 27. |
This incident, the DMK
said, was an instance
where a “reasonable ap-
prehension” could be |
drawn regarding the safe- -
ty and security of the
strong rooms.

“The only way to moni-
tor the security of the
strong room is through
uninterrupted CCTV cov-
erage of the facility and by
giving permission to politi- |
cal parties to view the .
monitor of the CCTV at |-
any point in time. A back- |
up of the recorded video |
should also be preserved |
from the time the strong i
rooms were sealed till they |
are opened on counting |
day,” the ruling party ad- |
ded.
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suchmcidmt,the DMK has
wrlﬁmwtbedﬂefeiecﬁon
: diate intervention to ensure
i safety of strongrooms and pre-
: vent a security breach. In a
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memorandum sent to.the CEC
on Monday, DMK organising

secretary R S Bharathi asked

him to ensure that CCTV cov-
erage was not interrupted for
any reason in the strong

According to district elec-

“tion officials in Erode, one

CCTV camera, outofthezzo

Erode district collector and

strongroom, '

the district election ofﬁcerRa
jaGopal Sunkara who inspect-
ed the strong room said the
camera suddenlylost its signal
around 12 am. Technical ex-
perts restored the functioning
of the camera in an hour, Sun-
karasaid. -

While Nilgiris district au-
thorities said CCTV malfunc-
tion there on Saturday could
have been due to hot weather
and inadequate ventilation,

‘Erode officials dismissed that

possibility. “It wassolely dueto
a technical error,” Sunkara
said.

Pointing to the malfunc
tioning at Nilgiris, R § Bha-
rathi said DMK candidate A

. Raja's chief agent Chandra-

bose had requested the return-
ing officer to provide an expla-
nation from the technician for
the errer and also give the foot-
age for the 20-minute blagkout
period.

He then requested CEC to
issue directions to ensure that
there was no further interrup-
tion in CCTV coverage in
strongrooms. He also urged
CEC todeclare strongrooms as
‘nofly zones' for drones.
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de the 6hservation while allo-
winganwgmtmentionmaﬂe

on Apnl 13 to cast vote in the
election to the Lok Sabha sche-
duled on April 19. However, both
msnameandthatof hiswife

Theréﬂn'e, he wanfedthe court
to direct the ECI to make arran-
gements to permit the petitio-
ner and others to cast their vo-

tes by mcludmg theu mes in

---------------------------------------------
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In a high security cover,
four layers of police secu-
rity have been made at the
three counting centres,
namely Queen Mary's
College, Loyola College
and Anna University for
the North Chennai, Centr-
al Chennai and South Ch-
ennai Lok Sabha constit-
uencies. s

On the direction of
Greater Chennai Comm-

VIGIL BEFORE COUNTING

issioner of Police Sandeep
Rai Rathore, the person-
nel of the Central Armed
Police Force, Tamil Nadu
Special Police, Greater
Chennai Police Armed
Reserve and the Greater
Chennai Police (law and
order, crime & traffic)
have been deployed in the
four layers on round-the-
clock security duty on a
rotation basis. Additional

commissioners, joint com-

_missioners and deputy

commissioners are super-
vising the efforts.

On Monday, GCC com-
missioner Dr J Radhakri-
shnan and Mr Rathore
jointly reviewed the
security arrangements in
the three counting centers
along with police
officers  ‘and other offi-
cials. —N.Sampath



G.BABU JAYAKUMAR &
D.SEKAR | DC
CHENNAI, APRIL. 29

Technieal hitches that

~ lead to systems conking off

at some counting centres,
where the polled Electr-
onic Voting Machines
(EVMs) are stored in
‘strong  rooms, have
become a bane to political
workers keeping a watch
at those venues as they are
forced to raise an alarm
immediately seeking
.quick rectification of the
faults and also guarding
against any hanky panky.

Political parties, particu-
larly the three main coali-
tion leaders in the State,
have invested a lot in man-
power by engaging agents
round the clock, to protect
the strong rooms across
the State where the polled
EVMs are stored with four
layers of security thrown
around them round the
clock and whenever a
CCTV monitor goes blank
somewhere, it raises con-
cern.

DMK organization secre-
tary R S Bharathi wrote to
the Chief Election Commi-
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Guarding EVMs in strong
‘rooms, parties are worried

BEnsure uninterrupted CCTV coverage of strongrooms: DMK to EC

ssioner in Delhi and the
Chief Electoral Officer in

Chennai that CCTV scr-

eens went blank from 6.20
pm to 6.40 pm on April 27
at the Government Polyte-
chnic College in Ooty,
where EVMs used for
lling for the Nilgiris Lok
abha seat are kept safe
custody.

Similarly another inci-
dent was reported from
the IRTT Government Co-
llege of Engineering at Er-
ode. Of the 220 CCTV cam-
eras fixed at the venue,
two conked out past Sun-
day midnight, forcing the
agents of the contesting
candidates to raise a hue
and cry and draw the atte-
ntion of the authorities.
District collector Raja Go-
pal Sunkara had to inferv-
ene to set things right and
pacify the party workers.

Bharathi, in'his letter on
Monday, pointed out that
representatives of the can-
didates, keeping a vigil
outside the strong rooms,
did not have the permis-
sion to enter the inner
perimeter and henee unin-
terrupted CCTV coverage
of the strong rooms and

permission to the political
parties to view the moni-
tor any time was the only
way to keep a watch over
the secured state of .the
strong room. .
Referring to the system
failing for 20 minutes at
Ooty, he wanted the Elect-
ion Commission authori-
ties to ensure that there
was no such interruption
for whatever reason like
technieal or electrical or
electronic happened in
future and also request:

that the area where. the
strong rooms were located
as ‘no-fly zone for drones.’
He also- said that the
Chief agent of DMK can-
didate from Nilgiris, A
“Raja, had sought an expla-
nation for the interruption

“and also the footage of

CCTVs during the period
when the screens went
hlank.

All over the State, agents
of all parties are taking
positions inside the prem-
ises where the strong.roo-
ms are located, which are
mostly educational instit-
utions that have been now
turned into fortresses with
Central and State armed

police forces keeping vigil
since the night of April 19
when the EVMs were
locked there.

While the EVMs of the
three Chennai constituen-
cies are kept in the Anna
University campus, Queen
Mary's College compound
and Loyola college premis-
es, there are other institu-
tions in and around the
State capital that house
strong rooms for EVMs
from adjoining Lok Sabha
constituencies.

So the premises of
Tiruvallur S N College of
Engineering, Perumalpet
Sriram College of Engin-
eering, Sholinganallur -
Mohamed Sathak College,
St Thomas Mount Mon-
tfort School, Tambaram
Madras Christian College,
Chengalpattu Pallava
College of Engineering,
Vidhva Sagar 'women’s
College and Madurantak-
am Sowcar Girls Schools

_are out of bounds for out-

siders but bustle with vigi-
lant party workers of all
hues working on shifts to
guard the strong rooms
and security personnel
keeping a close watch.
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ords seizures
worth 31,309 cr

Chennai, April 29: The
Election Commission of India
and the Income Tax depart-
ment officials made seizures
worth 1,309.52 crore in Tamil
Nadu since the Model Code of
Conduct came into force on
March 16 for the April 19 gen-
eral elections, Chief Electoral
Officer Satyabrata Sahoo said
on Monday.

Of the total sum, cash
amounting to ¥179.91 crore and
precious metals valued at ¥

-1,083.78 crore were confiscated.

In addition, liquor worth

T 8.65 crore, narcotics of mar-

ket value ¥1.36 crore and free-
bies (voter ‘induce?e{i:)
worth ¥35.8 crore were also
- seized, Sahoo said in a release
here. et —PTI
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Erode

CHAOS prevailed at the Gov-
ernment Engineering College
campus in Chithode on Sunday
night after one of the CCTV
cameras installed in front of a
strong room where EVMs are
housed went blank. ’

Returning officer and district
collector Raja Gopal Sunkara
said it was fixed within an
hour.

Speaking to reporters on
Monday morning after inspect-
ing the strong rooms, Sunkara
said, “EVMs for the Erode Lok
Sabha constituency have been
kept in six strong rooms in the
government engineering col-
lege campus. Around 11.30 pm
on Sunday, a camera installed
in front of the room where
EVMs for Erode West constitu-
ency are kept went blank. It
was replaced within an hour.
All other cameras are working
fine.”

When asked for the reason,
he said, “It is common for elec-
tronic devices to become dys-
functional unexpectedly. We
have installed quality CCTV
cameras as per EC norms. No
political party complained

It is common for electronic
devices to bacome
.

dysfunctional unexpectedl
We have Installed quality

Raja Gopal Sunkara, Collector
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CCTV camera goes blank in Erode
counting centre, fixed in an hour

Among 221 cameras installed on the premises, 48 are fixed outside the strong rooms

about this because we took im-
mediate action. Adeguate secu-
rity is provided to the strong
mm‘n

Further, he said, “I and the
district superintendent of po-
lice are inspecting the strong

rooms where the EVM’s are

kept twice daily.

A total of 221 surveillance
cameras have been installed on
the college campus of which 48
are installed outside strong
rooms. The feed from the cam-
eras are monitored by repre-
sentatives of candidates.

Collector Raja Gopal Sunkara inspecting the strong room | express
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DMK asks ECI to declare strong
room areas as drone no-fly zones’

EIPIESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE DMK on Monday petitioned
the Election Commission of In-
dia (EGE) to.designate the areas
where “strong rooms” housing
EVMs are located as “drone
no-fly zones,” besides en-
suring uninterrupted
CCTV coverage of the
ToOms.

The appeal comes in
the backdrop of an inci-
dent regarding malfunc-
tioning of CCTV cameras for ap-
proximately 20 minutes in the
strong room containing the
EVMs for the Nilgiris parliamen-

tary constituency.

In the complaint lodged with
the ECI and Chief Electoral Of-
ficer, DMK’s organising secre-
tary RS Bharathi highlighted
that as per ECI's norms, the rep-

resentatives of the candi-
dates are present on the
campuses where strong
rooms are kept, but they
do not have permission
to enter the inner
_perimeter.

The party further added
the only way to ensure the strong
rooms are secure is through
CCTYV, for which the political pat-
ties have been given permission

to monitor any time. -

DMK urged the ECI to ensure
the CCTV coverage is “not inter-
rupted for whatsoever reasons
including technical, electrical,
electrical among others”.

DMK's advocates wing secre-
tary and RS MP NR Elango, who
submitted the petition, told
TNIE they want the area to be
‘drone no-fly zone’ as they sus-
pectsome drones could interrupt
with the functioning of CCTV.

On the malfunctioning of
CCTV in Nilgiris, he said, “Our
agent saw the seals of the strong
room and there is no evidence of
tampering.”
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in Erode strongroom goes defunct

Camera watching EVMs from Erode West Assembly ~ DMK urges EC
constituency stopped functioning at midnight, rectified
g - . | ! e o7

to ban drones
near centres

fechzical glitches
uth-mimurunmmnngunm

e B Sahoo adsred them fhat  direction would be
g s : issued to state police to maintain a radius of
] : 500 metre from strongrooms-cum-counting
B centres in the state as ‘no drone flying zone,’
ara inspecting the functioning m‘ggoa;m':mmss aﬂ:r his meeting
He continued that they have petitioned the
5 CEO as per the direction of the party leader
eras are fixed around the collegs MK Stalin following the malfunctioning of the
premises. Over the last 10 days, webeasting of the strong rooms in the Govern-
the Superintendent of Police and ment Polytechnic College in Ooty for 25 min-
. Ihave been inspecting the collegs utes two days ago. “We urged the CEO to avert
twice a day to ens: “safety such incidents henceforth and take all precau-

1 measures are in plice. As per tionary measures,” he said.
Erode Lok Sabha Constituency norms of the Election Commis On BJP candidates’ charges that several
ommonheccrvmm are kept In separate strong sion, theimages captured by the thousands of voters' names were removed
near the , where rooms and sealed. . CCTVs would be maintained for from the list, Elango ridiculed how people do
I!Vlll from Erode West Assem- They are guarded by three lay- . three months,” said Sunkara. politics on social media aware about the exist-
bly constituency was hlgtm ers of security with the inner pe~”  Only a few days ago, a techni ing mechanism. The EC has been carrying out

defunct around two

cal/ glitch led to television special summary revision of the voters’ list
screens showing CCTV record- periodically and also sharing the information
ur. 4 r v ings going blank at Ooty -Gov. with political parties well in advance, apart
working well,” said Erode Lok “Of the folal 221 CCTVs in-  ernment Polytechnic College, from conducting special camps for inclusion,
constitnency Returning stalled, 48 cameras ave fixed fac-  where EVMs were kept. There, deletion and change of address of the voters.
Officer and District Collector ing strong rooms and covering the issue was rectified within 2) “What have they (BJP) been doing prior to the
Raja Gopal Sunkara to reporters  the corridor. The remaining cam-  minutes. election?” he asked
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