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Election Commission
releases absolute number
of votes polled in Phase 6

NEWDELHI

The Election Comnii'ssioh(

(EC) on Tuesday came outy
with the absolute number
of votes polled in the sixth
phase of the Lok Sabha
election and the final tur-
nout, which it pegged at
63.37%.

The absolute number of

voters was released just
three days after the voting
for the sixth phase took
place on May 25, while the
numbers for the first five
phases were released by
the poll body 36 days after
the first phase.

The highest turnout for
the sixth phase was record-
ed in West Bengal at
82.71%, while the lowest of
55.4% was recorded in Jam-
mu and Kashmir. However,
the turnout for J&K was the
highest in 30 years.

The total number of
votes polled was

Women after casting their votes for the sixth phase of the election in

Nuh district in Haryana on May 25. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

7,05,44,933 in 58 consti-
tuencies as against the to-
tal registerett electors of
11,13,16,606, the EC said in
a statement.

The EC had shared the
absolute polling figures for
the first time on May 25, a
day after the Supreme
Court refused to direct the
poll body to disclose de-
tails of Form 17 C, which
contains this data at the
booth level and is handed
out to all the polling agents
of the candidates.

In an affidavit filed be-
fore the top court last
week, the commission ex-
pressed concern that there
was a “design, a pattern”
that was at play in the peti-
tioners’ approach. In its
statement on May 25, the
EC reiterated this. “The
commission notes the pat-
tern of false narratives and
mischievous design to vi-
tiate electoral process”, it
said adding any alteration
in the number of the votes
polled was not possible.
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Mizoram MP
urges EC to
let policemen
away on poll
duty vote

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A Mizoram MP has written
to the Election Commis-
sion (EC) seeking its inter-
vention to allow 1,047 pol-
ice personnel from the
State to vote as they were
away on election-related
duties in other States. The
polling for the lone Lok
Sabha seat in the State was
held on April 19.

K. Vanlalvena, Rajya
Sabha member, said in a
letter to the Chief Election
Commissioner that cur-

* rently 15 companies of the

Mizoram Armed Police
comprising 1,047 person-
nel were on election duty
in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and
Madhya Pradesh. He said
the State police nodal offic-
er had requested the Chief
Electoral Officer, Mizoram
to make arrangements for
voting, but they were in-
formed that the request
could not be processed for
“technical reasons.”

“Whatever the technical
reasons may be, the fact of
the matter is that 1,047 citi-
zens of India have been de-
nied their legitimate right
to exercise their franchise.
Such disenfranchisement
of legitimate voters is total-
ly unconstitutional. It is in-
deed unfortunate and iron-
ic that this injustice has
been served upon these
Mizoram police personnel
due to their deployment
on election duty. Denial of
voting opportunity to a vo-
ter simply on technical
grounds is totally unaccep-
table,” he said.
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63.37% turnout recorded
in Ph-6 of LS election: EC.

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MAY 28

The Election Commission
on Tuesday put the voter
turnout in the sixth phase
of Lok Sabha elections at
63.37 per cent. Female vot-

ers in this phase too, like:

the fifth phase, were high-
er than men as 64.95 per
cent women voted com-
pared to 61.95 per cent
men. :

The total electorates in
the 58 constituencies that
went to poll last Saturday
were 11,131,6606 out of
which 70,544933 voted.

West Bengal had the
highest polling percent-

. cent),

age 82.71 per cent fo]lowed
by Odisha (74.45 per cent),
Jharkhand (65.39 per
cent) and Haryana (64.80
per cent). Among the low-
est polling states were
Uttar Pradesh (54.04 per
Jammu and
Kashmir (55.40 per cent),
Bihar (57.18 per cent), and
Delhi (58,69 per cent).

In Bihar highest polling
was in Pashchim
Champaran, in Haryana
it was Sirsa, in Delhi it
was North East, Odisha
had Sambalpur, UP had

Ambedkar Nagar and
West Bengal had
Bishnupur as  high

polling areas.



EC transfers 3
cops ahead of Ph-7

Kolkata: With only three
days left for the seventh and
the final phase of polling for

the ongoing Lok Sabha polls,
the Election Commission
(EC) on Tuesday transferred
three police officers in West
Bengal, an official said. The

- poll panel on Tuesday
removed the s?i)erlntendent

of police uf Sunderban
police district Koteshwar
Rao, Minakhan SDPO under
Basirhat pol;ce district
Aminul Islam Kha# and IC of
Rahra police station
Debashis Sarkar to non-elec-
tion related posts, he added.
“Suggestions for the
replacements in these three
posts were sought from the
state secretariat by
Wednesday,” he said.
Polling for final phase of the
. Lok Sabha elections is
scheduled to be held in nine

Lok Sabha seats of Dum

Dum, Barasat, Basirhat,
Jaynagar, Mathurapur,
Diamond Harbour, Jadavpur,
Kolkata Dakshin, Kolkata
Uttar on June 1. — PT/
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 Women outpace
men agaln in voter
turnout in Phase 6

MJaln@tlmesgroup com.

g New Delhi;: Women once
; ‘again outshone men in
i terms of turnout in Phase
¢ 6, clocking nearly 65% vot-
: Ing as against 61% among
: theirmale counterpart. Af-

i ter Phase 5, which was the
: first round to see a higher

i polling pergentage among
: women, Phase 6 is only the
second of thesixcompleted
i to witness better female
partzcipation

EC on Tuesday released ;

not only the overall and gen-
r-wise turnout data forall

states and parliamentary

constituencies where poll-
i ing was held in Phase 6 but
i alsotheabsoluteelectorsda-
i ta and the absolute count of
¢ votes cast in the phase.
¢ While the absolute figures
i for Phase 6 have been shared

i by EC just three days after .

i polling, it had put out the
: corresponding data for all
: the first five phases only on
May 25, a day after Supreme

- Court had declined to direct

the poll body to place
Form17C voter details in the
publicdomain.

i As per data for the six
i ‘phases released by EC, 173
: of the total 486 parliamen-

lllllll L R

tary constituencies, where :
the votes lie sealed in :
EVMs, saw female voters :
beat their  male :
counterparts in terms of
polling percentage. THOR

While Surat is excluded :

-asitdidnotsee any contest,

the gender-wise poll per- :
centage for Outer Manipur :
could not be worked out as :
voting there was split be-
tween Phase 1 and 2, with
Phase 1 showing the turn-
out higher among female
electors and Phase 2,
among the male voters.
"So far, Bihar has the !
highestshareof itsPCswith
better women participation,
Barring Aurangabad, Gaya :
and Nawada, women beat :
men in terms of turnout :
across the state’s 32 constit-
uencies where voting has
concluded. :
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ECI suspends Odisha CM’s
spl secy for poll interference

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
L L SRR

IN a significant development,

the Election Commission of In-
dia (ECI) on Tuesday ordered
suspension of DS Kutey, special
secretary to the chief minis-
ter's office (CMO), on charges
of unduly interfering in the
conduct of election.

The ECI fixed Kutey's head-
quarters at office of the resi-
dent commissioner in New Del-
hi. The 1997 batch IPS officer in
the additional DG rank has
been asked to report by 3pm on
May 29, a letter by ECI secre-
tary Rakesh Kumar to Odisha
chief electoral officer said.

Similarly, the poll panel

asked IG (CM security) Ashish
Singh to present himself for de-
tailed medical examination by
a special medical board consti-
tuted by the director of AIIMS,
Bhubaneswar not later
than May'30.

Singh has been on
medical leave since
May 4. The CEO has
been directed to coordi-
nate to ensure that the
director of AIIMS, Bhu-
baneswar constitutes
the special medical |
board to ascertain illness and
treatment being undergone by
Singh. The report on Singh by
the CEO will have to reach the
ECI by May 31{

The ECI lette! sa@d action on

: DS Ktey

the two IPS officers was taken
basing on a communication
from the CEO on May 27 in
which he had made certain
averments indicating undue in-

fluence being exercised

by the two officers di-

rectly connected with
‘ conduct of poll work.

: The ECI said this was
also corroborated by
various other inputsre-

b ceived from the field
from time to time,

The BJP had earlier
alleged Kutey’s involvement in
poll process and sought that his
cell phone be seized for verifi-
cation of call detail records. A
memorandum was submitted
to the ECI in this regard.
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EC: 3% more women voted than men in phase VI

MUKESH RANJAN 8 NowDeltn /[

THE Election Commission
of India on Tuesday released
the total voter turnout of
63.37% In the sixth phase of
Lok Sabha polls in 58 seats in
eight states and Union Territo
ries (UTs).

The states where the polling
took place on May 25 included
Bihar (8), Haryana (10), Jam-
mu & Kashmir (1), Jharkhand
(4), NCT of Delhi (7), Odisha
(6), Uttar Pradesh (14)and West
Bengal (8). According to the
data released by the poll panel,
men voters' turnout was
81.95%, while 64.95 percent
women voters cast their votes,
The third gender turnout stood
at18.67%.

As per the statewide voter
turnout, West Bengal reported
the highest voter turnout of
82.71%. The voter furnout in 14
constituencies across Uttar
Pradesh stood at 54.04%.

Delhi recorded a voter turn-
out of 58.69%, while Haryana
recoyded a 64.80% polling. Odi-
sha and Jharkhand recorded a
voter'turnout of 74.45% and
65.39% respectively.

In the absolute numbers in
the sixth phase out of
11,13,16,60 voters, 7,05,44,933
exercised their franchise, the
ECI said in a statement.

Significantly, in the sixth
phase more women voted than
men: in Bihar 62.95% women
voted against 51.95% men.

e

e/

Similarly in Uttar Pradesh
57.12% women participated in
the electoral exercise against
51.31% and in West Bengal also
83.83% women came out to
vote against 81.62% men.

Of the 87.54 crore electors
in the first six phases of the
Lok Sabha polls, as many as
57.77 crore voters turned up at

 STATE-WISE
TURNOUT

Men © Women
Others # Total

®

HCT of Delhl (7) i
®39.03 #38.29 | JammuA Kashmir (1)
®28.01 #58.89 w586 25286
Bihar (8) suneBA
B51,95 %6295 :
mrziess | e (0
18.20 = 6480

West Bengal (8)

the polling stations to cast
their votes,

“Form 17C is also provided
for every polling station ina
constituency to candidates
through their polling agents.
Actual data of Form 17C shall
prevail, which is already
shared with candidates on the
day of poll itself. F‘inalturno%

will only be available post-
counting with counting ofi
postal ballots and its additiof’
to total vote count,” the ECY
noted in its statement. I8

India has the largest elector?
ate in the world at 96.88 croré.’
The citizens, who are enrolled’
in the rolls, are described a¥’
electors while those who actu-
ally cast their votes are called!

voters. In the 2019 general eled!’
tions, the turnout in the sixth’
phase (59 seats in seven states
that went to the polls) wa

4%.According to the Elecs

tion Commission, the vote
turnout in the fifth phase of;
the ongoing polls held on M:
20 was recorded at 62.2%.

The turnout in the fourth
phase stood at 69.16% , 3.65 pet.
centage points higher than the
corresponding phase in the’
2019 general elections, The voﬂ
er turnout figure for the th

of polling was 65.68%. Ii\‘

phase
the third phase of the 2015’

polls, the turnout was 68.4% %!

In the second phase of the
2024 elections, the turnout wak”
recorded at 86.71% as against!
the 69.64% in the second phas@’
of the 2019 polls.

In the first phase of the oﬁ‘l
going polls, a 66.14% turnout
was recorded. In the 2019 polls,
the turnout in the first phasé€
was 69.43%.

The final phase of th‘lej
polls will be held on June 1!
whege 57 seats in eight statea!l
will go for vote. [
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6th phase 63% voting 1 recorded

Lhh Tuesday said,

over /0.5 cr exercised franchise

chis
Commission of __Iﬁ‘dia on

~ Asmany as 58 seats in eight
~ states went to polls in the
sixth phase on Maf 25.

Of the 87.54 crore e]ectors '

in the first six phases of the

Lok Sabha polls, as many as

57.77 crore voters turned up

at the polling stations to cast .

their votes. - .
- India has the largest elec-
torate in the world at 96.88
crore,

The citizens, who are en-
rolled in the electoral rolis,

. are described as electors

while those who actually

; féast their bow i, cgued_-.:,
1 ~ third phase of the 2019 elec-

-‘was 8568* ﬁér eent ‘In’ the

tions, the turnout was 68.4
per cent. 5

H ~ Inthe second phasa of the

lls) 2024 elections, the turnout

‘Commission (EC), the voter
‘turnout in the fifth phase of
the ongoing polls held on
May 20 was recorded at 62.2
per cent, The turnout in the

87.54 cr electors in the
first six phases of the
Q:Spolb 57.77 cr voters
turned up at polling
booths to cast their votes

fourth phase stood at 69.16
per cent, 3.65 percentage
points higher than the cor-
responding phase in the 2019
general elections.

The voter turnout figure
for the third phase of polling

was recorded at 66.71 per
cent as against the 69.64 per
cent in the second phase of
the 2019 polls,

In the first phase of the
ongoing general elections, a
66,14 per cent turnout was

: recorded. In the 2019 polls,
~ the turnout in the first
- phase was 69.43 per cent.

Female voters outnum-
bered male voters for the
second consecutive time in
the sixth phase of Lok Sabha
elections by 3 per cent, ac-
cording to data released by
the Election Commission on
Tuesday.

In the fifth phase too,
more women had turned up
at polling stations as com-
pared to men.
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