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Over 10.58 lakh votes
were rejected in Lok
Sabha polls: EC data

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Over 10.58 lakh votes were
not counted or rejected in
the Lok Sabha election
held earlier this year, says a
detailed statistical report
released by the Election
Commission on Thursday.

Of these, 5,35,825 were
postal votes and 5,22,513
were votes cast in electron-
ic voting machines.

The data, which was re-
leased as part of a compre-
hensive set of 42 statistical
reports for the Lok Sabha
election, show that more
than 97.97 crore citizens
had registered themselves
as voters as against the ov-
er 9119 crore in 2019,

which is an increase of
7.43%.

Out of these registered
electors, 64.64 crore voted
in 2024. Of the votes cast,
63.89 crore were valid.

While three were proxy
votes, 9,634 were “ten-
dered” votes, which means
that there were incidents
where impersonators vot-
ed in the name of genuine
voters and there were com-

- plaints. Only one Lok Sab-

ha constituency of Surat
(Gujarat) was uncontested.
Polling stations num-
bered at10,51,016 and aver-
age number of electors per
polling station was 930.
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2024 | S election in numbers

As many as 86% of the over 8,360 candidates who
contested the Lok Sabha elections lost their deposits
# Votes not counted/

rejectad:
10.58 1an (including
5.36 lakh postal votas)

Total Womean = Total polling stations:

alectors: voters: 10.51 axn

97.97 | 47.63

crora crore = Average electors per

- polling station:

Total voters: | Female voter | 93

54_54 turnout:

e 65.7809% | = Number of Independent
candidates:

# Women candidates: 800 3,921

SOURCE: ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

There was re-polling in 40 polling stations.

While the number of nominations filed in the
Lok Sabha polls stood at 12,459, only 8,360 quali-
fied to contest after rejection of nominations and
withdrawals. Of those who contested, 7,190 candi-
dates (36%) lost their deposits as they failed to gar-
ner more than one-sixth of the votes polled.

There were 3,921 Independent candidates of
whom only seven managed to win. None of the
279 women Independent candidates won.

As compared to 726 in 2019, the number of wo-
men candidates increased to 800 in 2024, while
the number of women voters rose to 47.63 crore in
2024 from 43.85 crore in 2019. The female voter
rurnout increased from 65.55% to 65.78%.

Six national parties, including the BJP, Con-
gress and CPI(M), bagged over 63% share of the to-
tal valid votes.
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FIR filed in voter
regisiration forgery
New Delhi: The Delhi police
has launched an investiga-
tion to identify four persons
who allegedly submitted
forged documents to manip-
ulate the voter registration
process, an official said on
Thursday. The police has
registered an FIR of voter ID
forgery based on a com-
plaint from the electoral reg-
istration officer (ERO) of the
Okhla Assembly constituen-
cy at the Shaheen Bagh
police station. During a rou-
tine verification, the office of
the electoral registration
officer (ERO) of Okhla
flagged four suspicious
applications. “Three applica-
tions included forged BSES
electricity bills as proof of
address. One application
featured a forged Aadhaar
card as proof of identity. The
applicants allegedly intend- -
~ ed to shift their registered
address for voting purposes
and register as new voters in
the Okhla constituency,” a
senior police officer said.
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Women voters

clocked 65.8%, men
05.6% in 24 LS polls

Bharti.Jaim@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Women out-
shone men in terms of turn-
out at polling stations in the
2024 Lok Sabha election,
clocking a polling percent-
ageof §5.3 asagainst 65.6 for
their male counterparts.
However, barely 9.5% of the
total 8,360 candidates in the
parliamentary poll were
women, with 74 who got
elected constituting 13.6%
of theLok Sabha. -

This is the second time in
the history of general elec-
tions to the Lok Sabha that
women turnout surpassed
male participation. The
share of women in the total
electorate too went up to
48.6% from 48.1% in the 2019
general election, as did the
number of female electors
per 1,000 male electors which
rose toanew high of 946 from
926 in the 2019 election. Inter-
estingly, thongh there were a
total 800 female contestants,
152 of 543 parliamentary con-

stituencies (PCs) did nothave
asinglewoman in thefray
These defails are part of
the granulardataon the 2024
zeneral elections released
by the Election Commission
on Thursday. The poll panel
put out the extensive data-
sets — containing informa-
tion on voter participation,
candidatss, performance of
political parties, women
participation,etc—in42sta-
tistical reports on the Lok
Sabha pells and 14 reports
each on the four assembly
polls held simultaneously.
Asperthelatestsetof re-
ports, the couniry’s electo-
rate saw a 7.4% increase to
nearly 98 crore in 2024, of
which 84.5 crore voted, from

. 911 crores in 2019; of which

61.4 crore had voted. Of the
644 crors votes cast, 64.2
crore were by way of EVMs
and 42.8 lakh through postal
ballots. The overall polling
percentage was 85.7, exclud-
ing postal ballots, and 66.1
with postal ballots.
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BJP gets over Rs 2,600 cr in
donations, Cong Rs 281 ci- EC

BRS gets more contributions than Congress in 202324

NEW DELHI: The ruling BJP received
contributions of over Rs 2,604.74
crore during 2023-24 while the opposi-
tion Congress got Ks 281.38 crore in
its kitty, according to contribution
reports of the two parties put in
public domain by the Election
Commission (EC).

The donations listed in the reports were
received till March 31, 2024 ahead of the
Lok Sabha elections. The BJP had de-
clared donations worth over Rs 740 crore
ahead of the 2018 Lok Sabha polls, while
the Congress had claimed to have re-
ceived over Rs 146 crore in 2018-19.
During 2023-24, while the BJP received
over Rs 723 crore worth of donations from
Prudent Electoral Trust. it also got over
Rs 127 crore from Triumph Electoral
Trust and over Rs 17 lakh from Einzigar-
tig Electoral Trust. The Congrass got over
Re 150 crore from the Prudent Electoral

BULGING PURSE
CONTRIBUTIONS IN 2023-24

among others. Multiple donations were

made to the Congress under the heading

“Happy Birthday to our leader-JKB”.

The contributions declared by the BJP
and the Congress do not include the dona-
tions received through electoral bonds as

Trust, which was the sole these have fo be declarad
frust donor to the party. ! in the party’s annual au-
Interestingly, the Bharar 112 dOnations listed - ¢ bat 2
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) re- in the reports were The Aam Aadmi Party
ported recerv'mI i gmle 493:95 received till March 31, received contributions of
crore via electoral bonds, 2024 ahead - over Rs 11.05 crore during
more than Congress, while mmll:e!ﬂm the fiscal.Another recog-
the DMK collected Rs 60 crore MABIBCUONS  1ieq national party,
and the YSR Congress Rs Cha Communist Party of In-
121.5 crore through the same route. dia-Marxist (CPM), received donations

The Congress received multiple dona-
tions of Rs 1.38 lakh from top leaders includ-
ing Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka
Vadra, KC Venugopal and Digvijaya Singh,

worth over Rs 7.64 crore. National Peo-
ple’s Party, which is the only recognised
national party from the North East, got
over Rs 14.85 lakh in its kitty.

Women outshone men
again in exercising
franchise in '24 polis

NEW DELHE As many as 54.64 crore
voters exercised their franchise in
the Lok Sabha polis held earlier this
year with women voters cutnum-
bering men, according to statistical
data released by the Election
Commission on Thursday. The
female voter turnout stood at 65.78
per cent as compared fo 65.55 per
cenf for male electors, the EC said.

.EC functionaries asserted that such

granular data is not shared by any
of the election management bodies
in democracies across the world.
The data on Lok Sabha polls, 2024
and four assembly elections --
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, Sikkim and
Arunachal Pradesh -- held alongside
parliamentary polls comes against
the backdrop of allegations of
non-disclosure by the EC. “This suo
motu initiative is to enhance the
public trust that constitutes the
underpinning of India’s electoral
system,” the EC said. Referring to
women participation in the polis, EC
said the number of female
contesting candidates was 800,
compared to 726 in 2019. Maharash-
ira had the highest number of
women candidates with 111 in the
fray, followed by 80 in UP.
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FhBpEmIssiT sTAGUILIILILL Bleweoudled
aldG 55Hais ahSMmen
Geauafudi L GHi%d Hibapsi

LGl _svad, 19.F.27-
S HTL_TEpLosiTn G sl Lglaurar gL (RiEsT (OF 17803
U Ljsireladeu isener Gait e sriayest Gpnmi Glewarlui.
L&) b5 Czigedsy Gomssid 64 Gamig Gui 64 uL_&ib
AUTEHTATISET SEIFT UTEGHmer QESSeT.

aTssaiSs GUGT aUTSsTaTiss cTawild&ms 65.78
FHalSlD JYELD. YSHT QUTSHHTEN TSI 65.55 salsbGLIT
TSN SSEUTIT. :

@5 Csigedsy Gumiiguiit Qg GauL_LITe &6
sTevmanTldian s 800 4% @) BHEE]. S5 2019-1b 2T B BTL_IT
@noairy Gairzaley 726 Guenr Gauuimerisar L B3
Guirisguii + ewr. Glomssb 40 UTEGEF TG S0 LD
AUTHEGLILBSY BL_bHE]. YTV, 2019-D (B FTLITEH
wosirm) BaiTsadey 540 auTs@SFFTaIg Foflad meTHGLILIBY

Gairze sifayer STaTTs (peivauns QaualluiBLD Lyairar]
afaugriser, GaTgew (penm LESTeT QuimgjosFailer HbLIS
s yBEMaeh srey Gsiss sillaysr Giamaldsier
TSl UTESG FEAISLD CSTLTLITS FHOSHBIGET ST(LOLILILI
L1 Renevellen, G5irEe atfaysit (3)55 alarEsamar Qe
I (PeiTargy). :




