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Phase II of Lok Sabha polls
records 61% voter turnout ’

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Polling for the second
phase of the Lok Sabha
election in 88 constituen-
cies across 13 States was
largely peaceful on Friday,
with the voter turnout
placed at nearly 61%, as
per provisional data from
the Election Commission
(EC).

The turnout in the se-
cond phase of the 2019
election was 69.44%.

All 20 seats of Kerala, 14
of the 28 seats in Karnata-
ka, 13 seats in Rajasthan,
eight seats each in Maha-
rashtra and Uttar Pradesh,

First-time voters show their inked fingers after casting their votes at Chamarajpet, in Bengaluru Central
Lok Sabha constituency, during the second phase of the polls on Friday. k. MURALI KUMAR

six seats in Madhya Pra-
desh, five seats each in As-
sam and Bihar, three seats
each in Chhattisgarh and
West Bengal, and one seat
each in Manipur, Tripura,
and Jammu and Kashmir
went to the polls on Friday.
Over 15.88 crore voters
were eligible to exercise
their franchise across 1.67
lakh polling stations. A to-
tal of 1,202 candidates
were in the fray.
According to the EC da-
ta at 11.30 p.m., the highest
voting percentage was re-
corded in Tripura, which
registered 79.66% polling,
while the lowest turnout
was in Uttar Pradesh at

Phase Il of LS polls
records 61% voter turnout

In Bihar, where five constituencies went to polls, a
turnout of 57.81% was recorded. Preventive arrests
of 126 people were carried out to maintain peace-
ful polling.

edm Rajasthan, a turnout of 64.07% was record-

The second phase of polling in eight consti-
tuencies of Maharashtra c;lrl:lclfudedejﬁheaceﬁdly.
’[_'he turnout averaged 59.63%. In Nanded’s Ram-
tirth village, a youth vandalised both EVM and
VVPAT with an axe at the local booth,

Around 73.78% polling took place in the second
phase of election in West Bengal.
wa:here “::ll.fﬂl no .re;;orts of violence but there

some e, including at Balurghat, wher.
BJP candidate Sukanta gil::jgumdar got embmﬂeg
in a brawl with Trinamool supporters. A BJP sup-

+

54.85%. Kerala recorded a

turnout of 70.35% and Kar- porter was slapped by a Trinamool cadre in
nataka 69.23%. Balurghat.
Some of the prominent In Kerala, where all seats went to polls, instanc-

es of bogus voting and breakdown of electronic
voting machines were reported in some booths of
the State.
anamataka.acasewasregistéredagainst BJP
MP and Bangalore South candidate Tejasvi Surya
for allegedly posting a video on a social media and

so_l:'jciﬁng vates on the grounds of religion, the EC
said.

leaders in the fray were
BJP’s Rajeev Chandrasek-
har and Hema Malini, and
Congress’s Rahul Gandhi*
and Shashi Tharoor,

The turnout in violence-
hit Manipur was 78.78%.
There were complaints of
disturbances in Ukhrul and
Senapati. Chief Electoral |
Officer Pradeep Kumar Jha |
said at least one EVM was
damaged at a polling sta- |
tion in Ukhrul.

CONTINUVED ON
» PAGE 12
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SC backs EVMSs, rules out
revival of paper ballots

Court says ‘blind distrust' is not helpful, declines pleas for VVPAT slips to be given to electors and

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI ™

he Supreme Court
on Friday upheld

of polling and refused a
pléa to revive paper
ballots.

“The weakness of the

rate of nearly 97 crore, the
number of candidates who
contest the elections, the
number of polling booths
where voting is held, and
the problems faced with
ballot papers, we would be
undoing the electoral re-
forms by directing reintro-
| duction of the ballot pap-

EVMs were first used in
1982 in the Assembly con-
stituency of Paravur in Ker-
ala in 50 out of 123 booths.

The court said that
“blind distrust” of an insti-
tution or a system breeds
unwarranted scepticism
and impedes progress.

“We acknowledge the
right of voters to question
the working of EVMs,

. which are but an electronic
| device that has a direct im-

the electronic vot-
wﬁaungﬁguﬁg..”

Vote of trust

The Supreme Court has said that the EVM system has served the

vast Indian electorate well. Other key observations:

~ ballot units, 16.35

for 100% cross-verification; key losing candidates can request and pay for verification, it suggests

sential for a healthy and ro-
bust democracy,” Justice
Sanjiv Khanna observed.
The judgment of the
Bench, also comprising
Justice Dipankar Datta,
who penned a separate but
concurring opinion, coin-
cided with the second

- phase of Lok Sabha polls.

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Friday termed the Supreme

" Court judgment on EVMs as a

“tight slap” to Opposition
parties, including the Congress.
He also demanded an apology
from them for “committing the
sin of creating distrust” over
EVMs. » PAGE 12

NEW DELHI

The Opposition parties,
including the Congress, on
Friday said that they would
continue with their political
campaign on greater use of
voter verifiable paper audit
trail (WPAT) to increase the
public’s trust in the electoral
process. » PAGE 12

pact on election results.
However, it is also neces-
sary to exercise care and
caution when we raise as-
persions on the integrity of
the electoral process. Re-

peated and  persistent

doubts and despair, even

without supporting evi-
dence, can have the con-

citizen participation and
confidence in elections, es-

The court refused the
petitioners’ suggestion that
paper slips from Voter Ver-
ifiable Paper Audit Trail
(VVPAT) units be handed
over to electors to take a
leisurely look before insert-
ing them into the ballot
boxes. It further dismissed
the plea by the petitioners
- the Association for De-
mocratic Reforms and
Arun Kumar Agarwal — for
cross-verification of = all
EVMs and VVPATs across
the country. Now, only 5%
of EVM-VVPAT counts are
randomly verified in any
constituency.

“While we acknowledge
the fundamental right of
voters to ensure their vote
is accurately recorded and
counted, the same cannot
be equated with the right
to 100% counting of VVPAT
slips or a right to physical
access to the VVPAT slips,”
Justice Khanna noted.

CONTINVEDON
» PAGE 12

+

SC backs EVMs, rules out
revival of paper ballots

The court refused to strike down Rule 49 MA of
the Conduct of Election Rules, which exposes a
voter to penal proceedings under Section 177 of
the Indian Penal Code for submission of false in-
formation if his complaint of mismatch between
the vates cast and votes counted is not proved.

The court suggested that the Election Commis-
sion {EC) explore the possibility of devising an
“electronic machine” to count the VVPAT paper
slips. This direction may have been prompted by
an affidavit submitted by the EC during the hear-
ing of the case.

“Manual counting of VVPAT slips is cumber-
some at every step. The process cannot be expe-
dited or hurried,” the EC had said in its affidavit.

The court also suggested that political parties
could be identified with unique bar codes, along
with their symbols.

In a separate direction to the EC, the top court
ordered that, from May 1, 2024, Symbaol Loading
Units should be sealed and secured after the pro-
cess of loading symbols into VVPATS is over.

The court directed that the ‘burnt’ or uploaded
memory of the microcontrollers of 5% of EVMs
can be checked and verified by a team of engi-
neers from the EVM manufacturers in case of any
suspicion of tampering.

Such an exercise would be initiated on the basis
of a written request from candidates who have
come second or third in the vote tally. The appli-
cation for verification should be sent within seven
days of the declaration of the election results. The
District Election Officer concerned, in consulta-
tion with the team of engineers, should verify the
authenticity or intactness of the burnt memory of
the microcontrollers of the EVMs. The expenses
of the verification will be undertaken by the appli-
cant candidates or their representatives. They will
be refunded in case it is found that the EVMs have
been tampered with, the court directed.
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HC refrains from passing orders on plea to

disclose poll candidates’ health condition

The First Division Bench cites the ongoing Lok Sabha election and directs the High Court Registry to list the matter for hearing in June. Petitioner

had insisted that candidates be mandated to disclose their health condition and ailments, if any, at the time of filing their nominations for the poll

Mohamed Imranullah S.
CHENNAI

he Madras High

Court on Friday re-

frained from pass-
ing any order on a writ pe-
tition that had insisted that
those seeking to contest in
the Lok Sabha, Assembly
or local bodies elections
should be mandated to dis-
close their health condi-
tionand ailments, if any, at
the time of filing their
nominations.

The First Division Bench
of Chief Justice Sanjay V.
Gangapurwala and Justice
D. Bharatha Chakravarthy
said that they did not want

| to pass any order in this
| case in the midst of the Lok

Sabha election. The judges
directed the High Court Re-
gistry to list the matter for

hearing in June.

The petition was filed in
November 2016, when
former Chief Minister Jaya-
lalithaa was admitted to a
private hospital. Initially,

the petitioner, SV. Sub- °

baiah, of Pollachi, had res-
tricted his plea to the dis-
closure of the health
condition of only those
who wanted to contest in
the local bodies elections
that were due that year.
However, on November 18,
2016, Justice N. Kirubaka-
ran (since retired) had ex-
panded the scope of the
petition to include those
who wanted to contest in
the Assembly as well as the
Lok Sabha elections, and
suo motu impleaded the
Election Commission of In-
dia (EC) as one of the res-
pondents. Subsequently,
the petitioner, too, amend-
ed his prayer to include

from aniillness and became immobile after poll, the petitioner said.

those wanting to contest
for the posts of MP and
MLA in the Pollachi
constituency.

However, EC standing
counsel Niranjan Rajago-
palan told the court that
the disclosure of health
condition was a matter of
privacy and the EC would
not be able to demand
medical certificates at the
time of filing of nomina-

tions without any statutory
backing. He said that it
would be up to the wisdom
of Parliament to enact a
law insisting upon every
Lok Sabha and Assembly
candidate to disclose any
ailment, and whether they
were physically fit to dis-
charge the functions of a
legislator.

M. Purushothaman,
counsel for the petitioner,

argued that the voters at
large would be at a loss if
an elected legislator was
found to be suffering from
a chronic illness and be-
came immobile after elec-
tions. He/she might not be
able to represent his elec-
tors before Parliament or
Assembly, he said.

Stating that a duty was
cast upon electors to make
an informed choice by
electing a hale and healthy
candidate, he said that
even for appointment to
constitutional posts such
as judges of the Supreme
Court and the High Court,
it was necessary to submit
fitness certificates. Furth-
er, an age limit had been
fixed for these posts.

Citing the death of many
legislators due to failing
health, and the need to
conduct byelections in

their constituencies, coun-
sel said that it was also ne-
cessary for the electors to
know whether the contes-
tant had the faculty of
hearing to be able to follow
the proceedings of the
House. Similarly, good vi-
sion was necessary to pe-
ruse records and docu-
ments while attending
proceedings. He/she must
be able to speak well to
champion the cause of the
constituency, and must be
free from ailments, he said.
“I must know whether my
representative is physically
fit to sit for long hours to
watch the proceedings,
whether he/she would be
able to travel extensively
and whether he/she is af-
flicted with any life-threa-
tening disease that would
incapacitate him/her,”
counsel added.
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No 100 pe. verification of
VVPAT receipts, rules SC

KESH K. SINGH [DC

The Supreme Court on

Sanjiv.  Khanna  and
Dipankar Datta delivered
two concurring verdicts
‘and dismissed all the pleas
" in the matter, including
those seeking to go back to
_ballot papers in elections.
" Rejecting the pleas, the
- top court maintained that
"democracy is all about
striving to build harmony
and trust between all insti-

Minister Narendra Modi
dubbed the development a
“tight slap” ‘on the
Congress-led Opposition

and said th ow must

“apologise” for commit-
ting the “sin of creating
distrust” against EVMSs.
The Congress, on its
part, said it will continue
with its' campaign for
greater use of VVPATSs to

tuitic:nshm": o to the long
anﬁbipated%ﬂiéy?ﬂma

NO 100% CHECKING

- OF VVPAT RECEIPTS,
'RULES SC

FROM PG

macﬂmes in atrang moms ‘The
apex court also allowed engi-
neers of the EVM manufactur-
ers to verify the microcon-
trollers of the machines after
‘ the declaration of the election

results on the request of can-
didates who stood second and

The top court ruled that a
request for verification of the
microcontroller can be made
within seven days of the decla-
ration of the results after pay-
ment of fees. The actual cost
or expenses for the said verifi-
cation will be notified by the
Election Commission.

“If EVM is found tampered
with during verification, fees
paid by the candidates will be
refunded,” it said.

¢ An EVM comprises three
units - the ballot unit, the con-
trol unit and the VVPAT. All
three are embedded with
microcontrollers that have
burnt memory from the manu-
facturer. -

- Currently, the Election
Commission conducts random
matching of VVPAT slips with
EVMs at five polling booths
per Assembly constituency. “In
our considered opinion, the
EVMs are simple, secure and
user-friendly The voters, the
candidates, their representa-
tives and the officials of the
EC are aware of the nitty-grit-
ty of the EVM system. They
also check and ensure right-
eousness and integrity.

J increase public trust in
epticism. the electoral process.
of ~Justices

A bench
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illors, _uo__cem:m call for thanneer

Es m spite MCC being in place

T. SUDHEESH | DC
" CHENNAI, APRIL 26

+ Despite the model code of
- conduct’ (MCC) being in
place, political parties and
councillors have made a
call for opening thanneer
pandals to quench the

thirst of people struggling:

to cope up with the swel-
tering heat. - y

Unlike in the past, this
year, councillors and polit-
ical party cadre were hesi-
tant to set up thanneer
pandals in public places
as the Election
Wonﬂnmmaoa was watch-

expenses.
Now that polling is over,

many councillors now
 Corporation (GCC), set-

want to set up thanneer
- pandals in their wards to
‘quench the thirst . of
‘pedestrians and Swn
users,

According to iowﬁow.
forecasters, there is a high
possibility of a heatwave
in Tamil Nadu that would

peak from May 1 to 4 in
: .E@&G require such facil-

- Nadu. #L&H further

north Tamil

interior

gu m

NGOs and voluntary
groups, however, have

started setting up such-

drinking water distribu-
tion kiosks. Councillors,
who want to instal water
kiosks said there would be
no point in restricting
political parties and gov-
ernment agencies in set-
ting up thanneer
pandals in the name of
MCC.

T.V. Shemmozhi, council- =

lor, division104, in Anna
Nagar, said it would be a
great relief to people if
thanneer pandals were set

-up in public places. “We

have seen councillors,

with _.._5. support of .

Greater Chennai

ting up such facilities dur-
ing summer in the past. I

~ think there is no restric-
~ tion on councillors setting

up such facilities in their
Hoa%mnaqm areas,” - he

According to estimates,
nearly 1,000 locations in

- supply of drink-

water during summer. -

quumu. councillor,
ﬂua 138, Kodambakkam
zone, mmﬁ he would sét up

a drinking water booth

after  consulting the
Election  Commission.
“We used to-sét up

thanneer pandals in our
ward every .summer. We
want to set it up this year,
too, as the heat level is ris-

ing by the day. Many auto’

drivers, gig workers and
poor people rely on such
facilities during summer,”
he said.

Meanwhile, political par-
ties like the AIADMK have
gone ahead to distribute
fruits to people to provide
relief from heat. AIADMK
general secretary
Edappadi K. Palaniswami
had instructed cadre to set
up thanneer pandals, in
view of the heat and high
temperature, and to
distribute buttermilk and
_&Eﬁum water to the pub-

ic

K. nou&mwamgﬂ_ a
social activist, said politi-
cians had not mross much
interest in setting up such
facilities this year unlike
in the past. Many
NGOs and individuals
have come forward to set-
ting up thanneer pandals.
Politicians often do it for
political mileage.

These facilities - are
often: seen running out of
water. GCC should also
take steps to set up drink-
ing water facilities as they
did it ih the past, he
said.

E. Boopathi, a resident of
MGR Nagar, said he, along
with "his friends, had set
up a kiosk near his street
after seeing people strug-
gling in the heat. For the
last 25 days, we have been
providing water to the
public. At least 200 litres
of water is distributed
through this kiosk, he
said.

GCC Commissioner J.
Radhakrishnan said the
civic body had set up 188
drinking water distribu-
tion facilities in the city
on: Friday GCC has no
restriction in doing such
activities. We have also
directed 160 urban welfare
centres. and 140 urban
primary health centres
under GCC to provide ade-
quate amount of ORS
packets to’ the people
who approach the
hospitals and ensure treat-
ment of heat-related ail-
ments, . he pointed
out.
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~ The case against BJP
~ Tirunelveli Lok Sabha
~ candidate =~ Nainar
Nagendran, in connection
with the seizure of ¥3.99
crore on Nellai Express on

April 7, has been trans- '

- ferred to the CB-CID. ~

_An order for transfer of
' the case was issued by

 the Tambaram police will

- submit all the documents
- and evidence relating to
| CB-CID

‘the case to the
police.

'Tec

1 The .EE&»H«.E police

t m_..m

issued

.Nagendran, .
‘the BJP Assembly floor

NDECCAN CHRONICLL
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o

had already summoned
Nainar Nagendran in the
case and his lawyer, who
appeared before the

~police, submitted a peti-
tion from his client seek-
ing 10-day time for appear-

_ ¢ police that the money was

taken to

ance. : ;

The Tambaram police
summons on
April 15 to Nainar
who is also

leader, to question him
over the seizure of

already
eluded him  as  a

an

o CB-CID

‘accused in the first infor-

mation report (FIR) in
connection with the
seizure. According to the

. FIR, Satish, one of the per-

sons arrested during the
seizure at the Tambaram
railway station,' told the

Tirunelveli
to be distributed to
voters by  Nainar
Nagendran. .

The report said the
arrested persons, Sathish,
Naveen and Perumal,
were working in Blue

Diamond hotel, owned by
Nainar Nagendran' in

Chennai. The four bags,
containing bundles of Rs.
500 notes, were handed
over by Jaishankar, the
report said. Perumal
received the trolley suit-
case containing the money
from Aasaithambi at
Nattukottai Chettiar hotel
in the city.

On April 7, a team of

 Election Commission offi-
~.cials

and Tambaram
police seized ¥ 3.99 crore
carried in six bags as bun-
dles of Z. 500 notes and
arrested three persons
working in Blue Diamond
hotel.
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Ph 2 turnout in 88 LS seats touches 64.7%
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Polling now ¢

in 4 states/ UTs in

first two

pFromP1

s per EC's voter turnout
Aapp. Tripura accounted
for the maximum turn-

out at 79.5% while Uttar Pra-
desh recorded the lowest at
54.9%. Manipur recorded the
second highest turnoutat78%.
Polling dropped by 9 per-
centage points in the six Mad-
hya Pradesh seats that went to
pollsinthe second phase while
it was 8.9 and 7.4 percentage
points lower than 2019 in West

* Bengal (three seats) and Uttar
i Pradesh (eight seats), respec-
i tively The five seats of

; recorded the second lowest
: turnout among the states at
i 57.1%, against 62.9% recorded
i intheseseatsin2019.

The drop was the lowest —

| just0.6% —inKarnataka(i4of
i ‘the total 28 seats), which re-
corded 68.4% polling com-
i pared to 69% in previous gen-

i erale

ns. “Polling is now

i complete in 14 states/ UTs in
: in a statement, adding that in
¢ the second phase, voters from
i 48 villages in Naxal-affected

phases

LARGE ATTENDAMNCE: Bru
migrants show their D cards
while waiting tocast their votes
for the second phase of the Lok
Sabha polls on Friday

Bastarand Kanker parliamen-
tary constituencies in Chhat-
tisgarh cast their votes ina
polling booth set up in their
own villagefor thefirsttimein
a Lok Sabha election.

With the second phase vot-
ing coming to an end, polling
in the seven-phase general
elections has been completed
in 189 of total 543 Lok Sabha
seats so far Polling on Friday
started at 7am and ended at
6pm. The scorching sun insev-
eral constituencies wheretem-
peratures soared t0 Over 40°
Celsius kept several voters in-
doors,
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ounds of scrutiny by

SC, EVMs emerge trustworthy

SC Criticises ADR For Bid To Discredit System, Derail Poll Process
Our stand on EVMs vindicated: EC

ith SC verdict dismissing doubts about hackingand

manipulation of EVMs, the stand of EC has been vindicated,
sources isthe commissionsaid. They added that the order has
highlighted the crucial role of trust in electoral processes for
sustenance of a healthy democracy. ™

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: EVMs have
emerged trustworthy despite
eight rounds of scrutiny by
Supreme Court in thelast dec-
ade as doubting Thomases
have failed to provide evi-
dence about the possibility of
these being manipulated to in-
terfere with people’smandate.

The latest petition by NGO
Association for Democratic
Reforms, argued by advocat:
Prashant Bhushan, om.m..mw
the eighth occasion for SC
scrutinise efficacy of EVMs.
A bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and Dipankar Datta
Friday scotched the prayer for
junking EVMs and returning
to paper ballot and recounted
the massive rigging that used
to happen in the past.

“EVMs are simple, secure
and user-friendly ... incorpo-
ration of VVPAT system forti-
fies the principle of vote veri-
fiability, thereby enhancing
overall accountability of the
electoral process,” the bench
said, while criticising the
NGO for attempting to “dis-
credit the system of voting
through EVMs and thereby
derail the electoral process
that isunderway”.

SC in Sept 2013 in People's
Union for Civil Liberties case
had for the first-time ordered

addition of NOTA button on
EVMs to allow voters to casta
negative vote, conveying that
none of the candidates in the
fray deserved her vote.
Amonthlater, onapetition
by Subramanian Swamy, SC
made an addition to EVMs,
VVPAT, while ruling that pa-
per trail was an indispensable
requirement of free and fair
elections and that it will boost
confidence of voters in EVMs
and increase transparency of
the system. EC had stipulated
that VVPAT slips will be

matched with electronically
recorded votes of one EVM
per assembly constituency.

InNov 2018, SChad dismis-
sed a PIL filed by NGO Nyaya
Bhoomi seeking a direction to
EC to hold 2019 Lok Sabha and
assembly elections through
ballot papers instead of
EVMs, In 2019, N Chandraba-
bu Naidu filed a writ petition
seeking matching of VVPAT
count with vote count on 50%
of EVMs employed in elec-
tions.

SC had expressed faith in
fairness and ' integrity of
EVMs. But to increase voters’
faith in the machines, it di-
rected EC to match VVPAT
counts with EVM votes in five
EVMs per assembly constitu-
ency instead of one per con-
stituency.

Full reporton www.tol.in
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Refuses 100%
Verification Of
VVPAT Slips

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Friday dismissed doubts

"TNEI
A K.Y1)

fINDIA
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- SC rejects return to ballots,
says distrust of EVMs ‘blind’

LOSING CANDIDATES CAN ASK FOR EVMs TO BE CHECKED

_tmmm%ﬁm
I shon s o5 s

of creating distrust

Unless substantial evidence is prasented
EVMs, the current system thavev!e?_t perglm pap:rm

enhancements. Regressive measures to re

ballots or any alternative to EVMs that do not adequately

safeguard interests of Indian citizens have to be eschewed

eated and persistent doubts and despair, even without
z:gportmg evidence, can have the contrarian impact

—SC bench of Justices Sanjiv Khanna and Dipankar Datta
..Blindly distrusting a system can lead to unwarranted
scepticlsm a trend has been fast developing of certain

constituency/assembly seg-
mentof a parliamentary con-
stituency checked and veri-
fied after the announcement
of results for any tampering.

The verdict marked a big
blow to the high-wattage
campaign against EVMs, es-
pecially since 2014 when BJP
under Narendra Modi pulled
off astunning victory.

‘The apex court examined
threadbare the administra-
tive and technical safeguards
in EVMs and concluded that
there was no substance in the
allegations. “Repeated and
persistent doubts and de-
spair, even without support-
ing evidence, can have the

bust democracy. Unfounded
challenges may actually re-
veal perceptions and predis-
positions, whereas this
court, as an arbiter and adju-
dicator of disputes and chal-
lenges, must render deci-
sions on facts based on evi-
dence and data,” the bench
said.

Notingthat the microcon-
troller used in EVM had one-
time programmable memory
and was unalterable once
burned, the bench said, “To
us, it is apparent that a num-
ber of safeguards and proto-
cols with stringent checks
have been put in place.”

“Data and figures do not

; the

¢ abouthackingand manipula- | vested interest groups endeavouring to undermine

! tion of electronic voting ma- | achievements... of the nation, earned through the hard

i chines (EVMs), termed pleas work and dedication of its sincere workforce_ .

¢ for return to the paper ballot ; 3 : — Justice Dipankar Datta (in separate concurring judgment)
i system as “foible and unso- ' irect!

! und” and rejected the prayer  ppM Modl says SC verdlct a ‘tlght slap’ | » Not a party, ""‘cf,“ygs':‘; i pine

: for giving voters physice:ll ac to Congress-led opposition, P10 pisas i SC, says Congress,

: -cess to VVPAT slips, and for : irec- ilymachines.

t EVMs can be configu- Datta, however, passed direc ;
mo‘:;.‘hoggtiu;ntg;gga u%e;qsl?xpv; gl?l/manipu]ated for repea- tions to further strengthen It also granted E:lrlt ]f:PﬂOYf :
cal in attesting to the integri-  ted or wrongrecordingof vo-  the integrity of the system  to the runner-up thira f et

f themachines, sayingthe  te(s) to favour a particular and said like EVMs, symbol  didate finishing third to i
g)gsibgibruf hackingortam- candidate should be rejec- loading unit:ffhaﬂyglehsel:lg bulll‘:; i ﬂ?rgfgxﬁ':}\%rll;cmcon :
" d securedaftersymbolsha-  ro! 5% 'Ms.
pering with EVM to tutor/fa-  ted,” itsaid. anad ded in VVPAT (vo-
ed. A bench of Justices San- vebeen loa
“Kg:!:-o remrdinglx 1lts wxeur;ft?slgilgmn jiv Khanna and Dipankar ter verifiable paper audittra- P Create distrust, P11
Doubts itho t evid
PFromP1 BEL contrarian indicate artifice and deceit.
| impactof cre-  Reprogramming by flashing,
t also granted an option to || ating dis- even if we assume is remote-
the runner-up and thecan- | trust. This lypossible,isinhibited by the
didate finishing third to | canreduceci- strict control and checks put
get burnt memory/micro- tizen partici-  in place. Imagination and
controller in 5% of EVMs — pation and . suppositions should not lead
control unit, ballot unit and  confidence in elections, es- us to hypothesise a wrongdo-
VVPAT unit — per assembly ~ sential for a healthy and ro- ing without any basis or

facts. The credibility of the
EC and integrity of the elec-
toral process earned aver
years cannot be chaffed and
overridden by baroque con-
templations and specula-
tions.”

Noting the almost flaw-
less data on functioning of
EVMs and VVPATs, the
benchsaid there wasonly one
caseof mismatch, thattoo be-
cause of human error in 2019
when data of the mock poll :
wasnotdeletedinan EVM. It
added that voters had a right
to question the working of
the system, but they must ex-
ercise caution whiledoingso.

Full reporton www.tol.in
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owgbsgwmﬂm&nwo_
polls were

oqﬂ.Eewame: MLAs
guﬂﬁsnnca

j &m 8 H_muﬁmsagﬁnmg ;

nonnzgmuné%é
offices.

The MLA offices were
shut immediately after the
MCC came into force on

March 16. MCC would be in

force till June 4 when the re-
sults would be declared. The

sting the -

.__.w_uo&g Vanathi Srinivasan
- and DMK MLA S_ Nagar) J
~ Karunanidhi have written

MLASs have pointed out that

the publicarefacingdifficul-
- tyinreaching out to them as

the MLA offices in every as-
sembly segment remain
n_,ommn

- BJP MLA (Coimbatore

emails to chief electoral offi-

~ cer Satyabrata Sahoo urging
- theECItoissueorderstoreo-
 pentheiroffices.

“If the MLA office was
open, people with grievanc-

es would come there to meet

" me. Since the office is shut,

they are thronging
house,” said Karunanidhi. = :

Similarly, Vanathi Srini- :
vasan said that since the
elections are over, they must :

resume their routine work :

of meeting people and ad-
&.mmmgm their grievances. :
“Thereisnopointinkeeping :
ouroffices closed,” shesaid. :

Even other MLAs shared
the same view, though they :
have not yet approached the

ECIwiththesimilarrequest.
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However, NOTA has not
been a popularoption in Indian
elections. In the 2019 general
elections, NOTA garnered a
 meagre 1.06% of votes, which
was lower than 1.08% in the 2014
polls. In 2019, Bihar recorded
the highest NOTA vote shareof
29, followed by Andhra Pra-

- PIL Seeks Bar
- OnCandidates -
From Running
If NOTAWins

; ; desh (1.54%) and Chhattisgarh
Dhananjay.Mahapatra (1.44%). In 2014, Meghalaya poll-
@timesgroup.com ed maximum NOTA votes at
“ ! 2.8%, followed by Chhattisgarh

New Delhi: Supreme Court VOTER % sC issued notice to z..m EC and mo:n_..ﬁ sm responseto  (1.83%)and Gujarat(L76%).
on Friday agreed toexaminea  the petition filed by 5&&:22 %3.@ Eﬁ author Shiv Khera In this scenario, Khera’s

tricky, yet interesting, issue 7 prayer seeking to counter-
raised by motivational speak-  squarely in the policy EHEP E gmmwﬁ.m and Haryana mandanelectioninaconstitu-
er and author Shiv Khera —  However, it agreed to entertain had issued notifications mak- ency if NOTA secured the
Election Commission must the petition after senior advo- ing NOTA a fictional candi- highest votes appeared far-
treat the ‘none of the above’ cate Gopal Shankaranaraya- —datea saidthatif NOTA  fetched. He said if NOTA won,
(NOTA) option on EVMs as a nan said the BJP candidate in - secured more votes than other fresh elections should be con-
fictional candidate, publicise ~ Surat got elected unopposed as  can dates, then the election ducted and all candidates who
its candidacy, and if NOTA others in the fray withdrew. “would be declared void. lost to NOTA should be de-
gets the highestvotes, thenthe  Had the BJP nominee contest- ~ The petition, filed through ~ barred from contesting elec-
candidates in the fray should ~ed with NOTA as a fictional advocate Shweta Mazumdar, tions for five years.
be barred from contesting candida eople’s man- - said Khera said EC must publi-
elections for five years. el : DNy o for TR A cise NOTA as a fictional candi-
A bench of Chief JusticeD un: - judgment le's Union for  date and make voters aware
Y Chandrachud and Justices J wogﬂauoﬁg%ﬂo ~ Civil Liberties case, and that about casting their votes re-
B Pardiwala and Manoj Misra ~ and sought itsresponsetothe  Kherawas tryingtotake thede- sponsibly after evaluating
was initially reluctant toenter- petition. Khera said in 2018, cision forward from an idealis-  whether any of the candidates
tain Eﬁmmmmu;mm.uﬁmnﬂmw ~ state election commissions ﬁnu&gsaﬁﬁo&mgr deserved their vote.
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EVMs get vote of
confidence from
Supreme Court

Petitions seeking 100% cross-verification of
votes rejected; bench issues two directives

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY
Lo TSN

THE Supreme Court on Friday
rejected all petitions seeking
100% cross-verification of votes
cast on electronic voting ma-
chines (EVMs) with a Voter Ver-
ifiable Paper Audit Trail
(VVPAT), saying suspicions of
tampering were unfounded. It
also turned down pleas to revive
paper ballots.

A bench of jus-
tices Sanjiv Khan-
na and Dipankar

An EVM comprises three
units — ballot unit, control unit
and the VVPAT. All three are
embedded with microcontrol-
lers, which have a burnt memo-
ry from the manufacturer.

The request to verify the mi-
crocontrollers can be made by
candidates who stand second or
third in the elections. A written
request has to be made within
seven days after the results are
announced. Those
who make the re-
quest would foot
the verification

Dutta delivered two bill. But if an EVM
separate but con- is found tampered,
curring verdicts. the money would
“While maintain- be refunded.
ing a balanced per- Besides, the
spective is crucial %:g:‘::'?‘::‘? bench suggested
in evaluating sys- that the ECI exam-
tems or institu- “We must reject as ine the possibility

tions, blindly dis-

foible and unsound the

of machine count-

trusting any aspect submission toreturnto  ing of the VVPAT
of the system can the ballot paper paper slips and see
breed unwarranted  system. The weakness  if it could add a bar
scepticism,” the of the ballot paper code for each party
court said, adding  systemiswell known  along with the party
democracy is all and documented,” the  symbolin the slips.
about striving to bench said in its verdict Justice Dipankar

build harmony and
trust between all institutions.
Justice Khanna in his verdict
issued two directions. One, seal-
ing and storing the Symbol
Loading Unit after completing
the symbol loading process for
at least 45 days. And two, check-

ing the burnt memory in the mi- .

crocontrollers of 5% of EVMs
for tampering per assembly con-
stituency by a team of engineers
after the results are out.

Datta in his sepa-
rate judgment said there seems
to be a concerted effort to dis-
credit, diminish and weaken In-
dia’s progress on every possible
frontier and any such attempt
has to be “nipped in the bud”.
He added that EVMs have stood
the test of time and the in-
creased voting percentage was
sufficient reason to hold that
the voters have reposed faith in
the current system.
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SC issues notice to EC on petition
seeking repoll if NOTA gets maj orlty

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY
@ New Delhi ;

THE Supreme Court on Friday
served a notice on the Election
Commission of India (ECI) on
motivational speaker Shiv
Khera's PIL seeking a direction
to declare an election “null and
void” if maximum votes from
the constituency are polled for
“None of The Above” (NOTA).

After hearing lawyer Gopal
Sankaranarayanan appearing
for Khera, a bench led by CJI
DY Chandrachud said a notice
would be served on the EC.
“This is about the electoral
process. Let us see what the
election commission has to say
on this,” he said.

Sankaranarayanan cited the
recent Surat example, where no
election was held as there was
only one BJP candidate who
won unopposed.

Khera, an author and activ
ist, in his Public Interest Litiga-
tion (PIL), sought a direction to
the respondent, ECI, to frame
rules to the effect that if NOTA
gets a majority, the election in
the particular constituency
shall be declared null and void
and a fresh polling conducted.

According to sources in the
court and registry staff, the
matter was related to election
petition, and as the election is

presently underway at various
places across the country, so
most likely the plea would be
taken up for hearing within a
week or so.

Khera sought that the ECI
should frame rules on the as-
pect that if the candidates who
got fewer votes than NOTA
shall stand debarred from con-
testing all elections for five
years. The ECI should direct
the respondent, ECI, to ensure
proper and efficient reporting
publicity of NOTA as a “fic-
tional candidate”.

In his plea, Khera said he ap-
proached the apex court as the

ECI has failed to regard NOTA
as a valid candidate which in a
democratic form of governance
is essential since NOTA is not
merely a citizen not voting but
is actually a valid selection.

He added that while the
court had an idealistic
approach in adopting NOTA in
the electoral system, the state
ECs utilising their power in the
Constitution of India, 1950,
have turned that idealistic
thought into reality.

What has begun from the
Panchayat and Municipal polls
in four states should be imple-
mented uniformly at all levels.
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r personnel posted on counting work

| =} Mﬁ: L Counting of votes polied
| ¥ a X" L 039 constituencies In
: , o . . the State, which went to

T ﬂ”ﬁ first phase of
o Bl I election on
g A3 F  April 19, would be
il o ui&a up on June 4

- . (SSTs) and flying squads in districts
! i e sharing borders with neighbouring
nge- CEOOf TN Sa 5ahoo ¢ ntsinthe  states where the polling would be
the counting Friday in : held in different phases. Whilé the 20
" th 2 s ey asiee v ol Ry il 5 i _ constituencies in Kerala going for
paC the counting officers and strictly counting centre. - election on April 19, would be held = voting in the second phase on April
ng centr ~ comply with the standard operating ~ The counting for the 39 constitu- onJuned. . .~ 96, elections would be held in more

10¢ act ROs  procedure of the Election Commis- _encies in the State, which went to Sahoo also reviewed the deploy-  than two phases in other southern
to arrange training programmes for  sion in each and every step in the polls in the first phase of the general . ment of static surveillance teams states sharing borders with TN.




DT Next
27 APR 2024




of Chief Election Commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar that
EVMs are “100 per cent safe”
and political parties know in
the ‘heart of their hearts’ that
the machines are fair,
“Almost 40 times constitu-
tional courts-the Supreme
Court and the high courts-
have rejected pleas challeng-

DT Next
2 7 APR BN»

ence here on March 16 while
gﬁmﬁqgsaa

EC, he said it shows on how
many occasions ruling parties

~ have been voted out in elec-

tions where EVMs were used.

Utk <
“Political parties have come

“into existence due to EVMs,

There are many smaller par-
ties, which in the age of ballot
paper, might not have come
into existence,” he had said.

The CEC said the EVMs
are fair and political parties
recognise it in the ‘heart of
their hearts’.

NEW DELHI: Union Law

: ouuonEEQ to ‘defame’

EC exposed: Law Min
system is all right, it’s credi-
‘ble and there cannot be any

tampering with it. The Su-
preme Court has given a fabu-

Court’s decision on the use  lous decision. We welcome
~of electronic voting -==this decision,” Meghwal said.

machines in polls and said The decision has exposed
it has exposed opposition the Congress and other con-
parties, including the stituents of the opposition IN-

DIA bloc, the senior BJP lead-
er said and added that they
had left no opportunity to
“defame” the Election Com-
mission by raising questions

the Election Commission.
The court rejected pleas seek-

ing complete cross-verification  on the credibility of EVMs.

of votes cast using EVMs with “INDI alliance and its con-
a Voter Verifiable Paper Audit  stituents defamed the EC. Go-
Trail(VVPAT)and said ‘blind-  ing abroad, Rahul Gandhi de-
ly distrusting’ any aspectofthe  famed the Election Commis-

system can breed scepticism. sion. Recently, Privanka Gan-
“The Supreme Court in its dhi raised questions on

decision said that the EVM EVMs. They stand exposed

(electronic voting machine) today,” Meghwal said.

§_ t EUMs rejected, says EC

_ HZUH> bloc bid to defame

Cong to strive for

greater use of

VVPATS: Jairam

- NEW DELHI: The Congress
- will continue with its

political campaign on
greater use of VVPATs to

~ increase public trust in the

electoral process, the party

- said on Friday. “We have
~ taken note of the verdict of
the 2-judge bench and our

political campaign on the
greater use of VVPATs to

~increase public trust in the
~ electoral process will
 continue,” Ramesh said in

aposton X. The'Supreme

~ Court has a_mnﬁ_ pleas

seeking complete

~ cross-verification of votes

with VVPAT and termed it
as ‘blind distrust’ of the
system followed by the

,..rm,_m&o_._ Commission.
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_ &gﬁoqﬁaaﬁm&n&ﬁﬁg Initially, the bench was re-

~ PlLinSC! or fresh poll if NOTA voted more

. NEW DELHI: significant develop- h,rﬁg 9&..19.5..353 of negative  tive to decide’. “We will issue a notice.
~ ment am ongoinggeneral  votin aoﬂ_n be in the interest of pro-  This is about the electoral process also.
 elections, the Supreme - moting democracy as it would send Let us see what the Election Commis-
from < nals to political parties and sion has tosay...,” the CJI said.
| thepoll panel on a PIL seeking =~ their cand ,__,mu,.‘,\.,,nmS#En the elector- The senior advocate said that present
~ framing of rules to nullifyan =~ ate thinks about them” and directed the  plea was important keeping in mind the
- election and order freshoneif ~ Election Commissic _89.9:% theop- development at Surat in Gujarat where a
- NOTA (none of the above) option  tion of NOTA inall EVMs. BJP nominee was declared winner before
ots majority over other candidates. A bench cor g Chief Justice DY  polling as some nomination papers were
s RS B R Chanirachiid %?Ea,s Pardiwala ~ rejected and few withdrew from the race.
'he top court issued otice to the Elec- and Manoj Misra took note of the sub- The petitioner wanted the SC to direct
n Commissior _‘ the PIL filed by au- _.._E%om%gﬁoou& @ the Election Commission to frame
: : motiv al spea n&EB.Ew%E»%ZQ;%am
maqg goszovgwﬁdﬂn gggg&og _ - majority, the election held in the
particular constituency shall be
. declared null and void and a fresh

ance of the 2013 apex court verdict. - luctant to consider the PIL,
.:pma.u court, in its 2013 m.agmﬁ. mmﬁnmwsgna.ﬁo eXECU- wams
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