57% turnout in peaceful '
Phase 2 polling in J&K

Reasi district records highest voting percentage of 74.7 followed by Pooch at 73.8; Srinagar’s
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nthusiastic  voters
E formed long queues
2 at  most polling
booths since morning
across the 26 constituen-
cies as the second phase of
the Assembly election in
Jammu & Kashmir on Wed-
nesday registered a tur-
nout of 57.03% till 11.50
p.m.

“There has not been any
incident that calls for a re-
polling. There were 3,502
polling stations and no
polling booth had a voting
percentage in single digit.
In Srinagar, the polling per-
centage exceeded the Lok
Sabha figures by over 5%,”
J&K Chief Electoral Officer
P.K. Pole said.

Election Commission
data of turnout till 11.50
p-m. show Reasi district

People queue up to cast their votes

turnout exceeds Lok Sabha figure; no booth reported any incident warranting a repoll, says EC

ata polling booth in Srinagarin

the second phase of Assembly election on Wednesday. mRan Nissaz

with the highest voting per-
centage of 74.7, followed by
Poonch (73.8%), Rajouri
(70.95%), Budgam (62.
98%), Ganderbal (62.51%),
and Srinagar (29.81%).

Srinagar showed a mar-
ginal increase from the
27% in the 2014 Assembly
election.

“These elections are his-

tory in the making, the
echoes of which will be
carried through posterity.
The valleys and the moun-
tains, which had once wit-
nessed fear and boycott,
are now taking part in the
democratic festivities or
Jashn-e-Jamhuriyat,” Chief
Election Commissioner Ra:
Jiv Kumar said in Delhi.

|
|
|

Rajouri, Poonch and |
Reasi districts, close to the
Line of Control and a
centre of militant attacks |
this year, saw long queues |
outside polling stations. “
voted to safeguard my
country’s interest,” said Ni-
tu Mia, a transgender voter
from Reasi. Vaishali Shar-
ma and Tavishi, first-time
voters from Reasi, ex-
pressed happiness over at-
taining the age to vote.

In the Kashmir Valley,
there were long queues at
polling booths in Budgam
and 'Ganderbal. However,
voter response was sub-
dued in many constituen-
cies in Srinagar district.

CONTINUED CN

» PAGE 12
KASHMIR CONFLICT
» PAGE10

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGE13



Foreign

THE HiNpo- ENGLIS )}

Tochal - 2.6-09. 2224
diplomats tour

polling booths in J&K

Afiter visiting stations in Budgam and Srinagar, US. diplomat says poll process looks professional;

Omar takes exception to Centre’s move to bring the I5-member team, terms it ‘a guided tour’

The Hindu Bureau
SRINAGAR

n a first, foreign diplo-

mats from 15 countries

on Wednesday arrived
in Kashmir to observe the
electoral process. They ex-
pressed satisfaction over
the process here after tour-
ing several polling booths.
However, National Confe-
rence (NC) vice-president
Omar Abdullah termed it
“a guided tour”.

“It’s a rare Opportunity
to come to Kashmir and
see the electoral process
and see democracy in ac-
tion. And also see another
| part of India’s big year of
' elections. Election process
looks very smooth and ve-
1y professional. i
is well set-up. It looks like a
very exciting exercise. We
are very pleased as diplo-
mats and as visitors to see
the process and to learn
about how Indian democ-
racy works,” U.S. diplomat
Jorgen Andrews said.

His statement assumes
significance because re-
ports of the U.S. Congress
after 2019 were critical of
the handling of the situa-
tion in Kashmir. These re-
ports mainly focused on
“restoring democratic pro-
cesses in J&K”. Therefore,
the visit is a major diplo-
matic victory for the
Centre to showcase a

First-hand account: Diplomats from various countries at a polling station during the Assembly election

in Srinagar on Wednesday. IMRAN NISSAR

peaceful and participatory
election process in J&K and
form a positive world opi-
nion on 3

The 15-member team in-
vited by the External Af-
fairs Ministry was allowed
to visit multiple polling
booths in Budgam and Sri-
nagar districts, where poll-
ing was held in 11 consti-
tuencies in the second
phase.

Besides the U.S., the di-

plomats were from Mexi-
co, Guyana, Seuth Korea,
Somalia, Panama, Singa-
pore, Nigeria, Spain, South
Africa, Norway, Tanzania,
Rwanda, Algeria, and the
Philippines.

“It's very similar to how
we conduct elections in

Singapore and use govern-
ment buildings for polling
stations for easy access to
voters. Our purpose is to
observe polling and to see
how democracy is working
on the ground (in Kashmir)
We are grateful to the
MEA,” Alice Cheng, a Sin-
gaporean diplomat, said.

Pink booths
The diplomats also evoked
a keen interest in the spe-
cial pink polling booths set
up for female voters in Sri-
nagar. “Pink polling station
is very ingenuous. It is a
great way to attract more
people to come to vote,”
South Korea diplomat Sang
Woo Lim said.

Meanwhile, Mr. Abdul-

lah toc')k exception to the

Centre’s move to bring fo- |
reign diplomats to Kash- |

mir. “The Government of
India dismisses comments
on J&K by foreign govern-
menis as India’s internal
matter but on the contrary,
has invited foreign diplo-
mats as observers to elec-
tions,” he said. “Why are
only guided tours offered

to foreign dipiomats? Why |

aren’t foreign journalists
permitted to cover the
event,” he asked.

J&K Apni Party chief Al
taf Bukhari welcomed the
move. “Let them see how
peaceful elections are and
they could replicate it. See
how viclence erupts dur-
ing U.S. elections,” he said.
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People of Srinagar remain
reluctant voters as district
records 29.81% turnout

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

People of Srinagar district
continued to remain reluc-
tant voters on Wednesday,
as evident from a low voter
turnout of 29.81% in spite
of the high-pitched, vio-
lence-free campaigning by
parties in the second phase
of the Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly election,

Srinagar, Ganderbal and
Budgam are the three dis-
tricts of the Kashmir Valley
that went to the polls on
Wednesday. Unlike the
long queues in the
constituency of Ganderbal,
which recorded 72189
polling, and Khansahib in
Budgam, with 72.04% tur-
nout, according to data
available till 11.50 p.m.,
most booths in the old city
saw only a trickle of voters,

“I's a powerless As-
sembly to vote for. It can-
not bring back what we
lost on August 5, 2019, Our
OWn parties betrayed and
failed us in the past. Thera
is no one to have faith in,
Kashmir has witnessed a
lot of bloodshed and in re-
turn got humiliation and
not a dignified solution,”
Rafi Khan, a resident of te
Safakadal area, said. “T see
N0 reason to vote ”

The district’s poll per-
centage was 27.9% in the
2014 election. “Srinagar
5aw an increase of 5% from
the voter trnout of the

By all means: Voters cross the Dal
during the Assembly election in 5ri

Lok Sabha election [earlier
this year],” J&K Chief Elec-
toral Officer P.K. Pole said.

Of the eight Assembly
constituencies in the dis-
trict, Lal Chowk, Eidgah,
Central Shalteng, Hazrat-
bal and Zadibal crossed the
30% turnover mark.

Eidgah constituency

A part of the Safakadal area
in the Eidgah constituency
has borne the brunt of
three decades of militancy
and street violence as it re-
mains a hub of separatist
supporters.  Compared
with the 2014 Assembly
election, Eidgah saw an in-
crease in turnout from
27.79% to 36.95%,

The Habba Kadal const-
tuency saw a mere 19.81%
polling as against 21,01% in
the 2014 election.

“New Delhi has only ad-
ded to the sense of aliena-

Lake to g0 to a polling booth
nagar on Wednesday. =7y

tion by adding another
chapter of betrayal in 2013,
Our land, jobs and resourc-
€5 were put up for sale, |
voted in 2014 with the
hope of change. It was only
followed by the ending of
J&KCs special status. Was it
justice to the suffering that
people of Kashmir faced
for three decades? New
Delhi reversed the clock to
1931 and took us back to
the Dogra Raj” Hamid
Ahangar, a shopkeeper
from Zaina Kadal, said,

In the Khanyar consti-
tuency, voters were en- ;
thused to “vote in a new
government that can re-
Verse measures taken after
2019”. However, the over-
all response remained sub-
dued, ag only 26.08%
turned up at the booths.
The constituency saw
26.12% polling in the 2014
elections,
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56% polling in J&K second

phase; Srinagar at

YUSUF JAMEEL | DC
SRINAGAR, SEPT. 25

Nearly three-fourths of
the voters in eight J ammu
and Kashmir Assembly
segments  falling  in
Srinagar district gave the
elections a miss on the
polling day on Tuesday.
However, the other two
districts in the Kashmir
Valley — Ganderbal and
Budgam — and almost all
the 11 segments of the
Jammu region witnessed
moderate to brisk polling
in the second phase of the
elections being held after
agapof 10 years. ‘
ile 18 constituencies
in Kangan, Ganderbal,
Budgam Poonch, Rajouri
and Reasj districts record-
ed an average 58.81 to
7181 per cent. voter
turnout, eight segments of
Srinagar district clogged
at mere 27.37 per cent.
J&K chief electoral offi-
cer Pandurang K. Pole,
however, claimed that an
overall voter turnout of
56.05 per cent across the 26
Assembly constituencies
spread over six districts
— three each of the Valley
and Jammu region — sur-
bassed the turnout record-
ed in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions held earlier this

- po

>

newly-married woman st

year. He added that the
olling was held peaceful-
ly without any incidents
of violence reported from
anywhere.

The Election Commis.-
sion (EC) said that the
-56.05 per cent-was a “pro-
visional” voter turnout

e recorded at 7 pm
which will continue to be

_ Updated segment wise “ag
; and When the polling par-

ties formally close the poll
and return from polling
stations based on the geo-
graphical and logistical
conditions and  after
scrutiny of statutory
Papers and consideration
of repolls, if any”.

polls.

low 23%

s in a queue at a polling

station in Budgam district of central Kashmir on
. Wednesday ‘

India takes 15
envoys to JEK
to observe polls

YUSUF JAMEEL | DC
SRINAGAR, SEPT. 25

A group of New Delhi-based
diplomats of 15 countries,
including the US, South
Korea, South Africa, Spain
and Singapore, observed
the voting in Sri as 26
constituencies went to the
in Jammu and
Kashmir on Wednesday. -

Full report 3 P4

Diplomats of 15 countries

observe voting in Srinagar

YUSUF JAMEEL | DC
SRINAGAR, SEPT. 25

A group of New Delhi-
- based diplomats of 15
countries, including the
US, South Korea, South
Africa, Spain and Singa
pore, observed the voting
" in Srinagar as 26 con-
stituencies went to the
polls in the second phase
of the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly elec-
tions on Wednesday:_
While official  circles

here termed the unprece- -

dented invite extended by

the external affairs min-
istry to foreign envoys to

~watch how free and fair

elections are being held
in J&K as a significant

diplomatic move to sile

nce India’s .detractqrs,
the Opposition question
ed the wisdom behind it,
asserting that it was
tantamount to invitix_:g
foreign' interference in
the country’s internal
matters. Asked former
chief minister Omar
Abdullah: “Do we real-
ly need certificates fr
om them on how we

conduct an election?”

Soon after its arrival
here, the delegation com-
prising charge d’affaires,
deputy chiefs or other
officials of the missions
of the US, Mexico, Guy"
ana, South Korea, Som
alia, Panama, Singapore,
Nigeria, Spain, South{xfr.
ica, Norway, Tanzania,
Rwanda, Algeria and the
Philippines earlier dur-
ing the day drove to vari-
ous parts of the J&K cap-
ital under police escort to
see the voting underway
at polling stations.
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J&K polls 2nd phase

SRINAGAR/JAMMU: An estimated
56 per cent of over 2.5 million
electorate in 26 constituencies
spread over six distriets exer-
cised their right to vote till 5 pm
in phase two of Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly election on
Wednesday amidst tight securi-
ty, a top official said. S

Three of the districts which went

to the hustings during the day are

located in Jammu Division and the
- rest in the Kashmir Valley,

As per district-wise break-up,
Reasi recorded highest 71.81 pc vot-
ing, followed by Poonch with 71.59
pe, Rajouri (Jammu region)-67.77
pc, Budgam-58.97 pe, Gander-
bal-58.81 pc and Srinagar (Kashmir
region)-27.31 pe till 1700 hrs,

As polling started at 7 am, long
queues of enthusiastic voters were
seen waiting for their turn to exer-
cise their right to franchise.

sees over 56% turnout

Voters wait outside a polling station in distrct

s

Earlier, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi appealed .to voters in
Jammu and Kashmir to use their
franchise. “I appeal to all voters
that they must cast their votes and
play an important role in strength-
ening democracy,” Modi said while *
greeting the first-time voters.

Meanwhile, a delegation of dip-
lomats from 16 countries, includ-
ing the US, Norway and Singapore,
observed the assembly polls in
Jammu and Kashmir. The delega-
tion visited polling stations in Om-
pora area of Budgam district, fol-
lowed by stops at Amira Kadal and
SP College, Chinar Bagh, within
the Lal Chowk constituency, offi-
cials said. At the SP College; the
delegates had the chance fo visita
special pink polling station, man-
aged entirely by women. Several of
these polling stations had wit-
nessed very low voter turnout dur-
ing the 2019 Lok Sabha elections,
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