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. Nainar Nagenthran to appear
before Tambaram police on
May 2 over cash seizure case

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

BJP leader and Tirunelveli
Lok Sabha candidate Nai-
nar Nagenthran on Thurs-
day said that he had re-
ceived the summons
issued by the Tambaram
police directing him to ap-
pear before them in con-
nection with the seizure of
¥3.99 crore from three
passengers of the Chennai
Egmore-Tirunelveli Nellai
Superfast Express at Tam-
baram railway station on
April 7.

Addressing the media,

Mr. Nagenthran said that
he would appear before
the Tambaram police on
May 2. &

He alleged that he was
being targeted in connec-
tion with the seizure of un-

Though the Election
Commission had seized
over 1200 crore in
unaccounted-for cash in
the State before the
election, | am being
singled out and targeted
for political reasons

NAINAR NAGENTHRAN
Tirunelveli Lok Sabha candidate

accounted-for  money,
terming it a “political
conspiracy”.

“Though the Election
Commission had seized
over 200 crore in unac-
counted-for cash in the
State before the election, I
am being singled out and
targeted for political rea-

sons. I have made it clear
that the amount seized
was not mine,” said Mr.
Nagenthran, adding that

he would extend full coop-
eration to the police
throughout the
investigation.

Accused’s claim

One of the three passen-
gers who attempted to
transport the cash had re-
portedly claimed to be as-
sociated with Mr. Nagen-
thran, and that the money
was meant for election-re-
lated purposes in the Tiru-
nelveli Lok Sabha
constituency.

A week after the seizure
of the cash, the police had
issued summons to Mr.
Nagenthran to appear be-
fore them for an investiga-
tion.
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Phase 2 of LS polls today;
1,202 candidates in fray

Sreepa}na Chakrabarty

NEW DELHI

The stage is set for polling
in 88 constituencies across

13 States in the second
phase of the Lok Sabha
election on Friday. This
phase will see over 15.88
crore voters exercising
their franchise in 1.67 lakh
polling stations across the
country.

A total of 1,202 candi-
dates are in the fray — 1,098
male, 102 female and two
transgender persons.

All 20 seats of Kerala, 14
of the 28 seats in Karnata-
ka, 13 seats in Rajasthan,
eight seats each in Maha-
rashtra and Uttar Pradesh,
six seats in Madhya Pra-
desh, five seats each in As-
sam and Bihar, three seats
each in Chhattisgarh and

West Bengal, and one seat
each in Manipur, Tripura
and Jammu and Kashmir
will go to the polls.

Over 16 lakh polling offi-
cials have been deployed
for the exercise involving
8.08 crore male, 7.8 crore
female and 5,929 third-
gender electors, the Elec-
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tion Commission said.

A total of 34.8 lakh first- |
time voters and 3.28 crore
voters in the age group of
20-29 years are expected |
to exercise their franchise
on Friday.
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Phase 2 of polls today;

1,202 candidates in fray

Also, over 14.78 lakh voters above 85 years of age,
42,226 voters above 100 years, and 14.7 lakh per-
sons with disability have been provided the op-
tion to vote from the comfort of their homes.

Voting in Betul of Madhya Pradesh, which was
also scheduled to be held on Friday, was shifted to
the third phase on May 7 following the death of
Bahujan Samaj Party candidate Ashok Balawi.

Some of the prominent leaders in the fray in-
clude Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi and Shashi
Tharoor, Union Minister Rajeev Chandrasekhar of
the BJP, and actor-turned-politicians Hema Malini
and Arun Govil.

After the second phase, voting will be over in
Kerala, Rajasthan and Tripura.
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Campaign speeches made by those holding high positions have more serious consequences, says

poll body; similar notice served on Kharge over complaints related both to him and Rahul Gandhi

Cl
NEW DELHI

n a first, the Election
Commission (EC) has
issued a notice for vio-
lation of the Model Code of
Conduct based on com-
plaints against Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi. Ho-
wever, taking a circuitous
route, the notice was sent
on Thursday to BJP presi-
dent J.P. Nadda, not Mr.
Modi.
In fact, the notice does
not mention the name of
the Prime Minister at all.

complaints from other par-
ties, such as the Commu-
nist Party of India (Mar-
xist).

In equal measure

The EC has sent separate notices to the presidents of the BJP

and the Congress

® The EC asked J.P. Nadda to
bring to the notice of all the star

campaigners of the BJP to “set high
fards of 1

political
and observe provisions of Model

Code of Conduct in letter
and spirit”

A similar notice was
served on Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge,
concerning complaints re-
lated both to him and par-
ty leader Rahul Gandhi.

The poll body sought
responses from both par-
ties by 11 a.m. on April 29.

EC officials said this is
the first time in recent his-
tory that the panel has ta-

ken cognisance of a com-
plaint against a Prime
Minister.

In the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls, the EC had given a
clean chit to Mr. Modi on
complaints lodged by the

What is also unprece-
dented is the poll body is-
suing Thursday’s notices to
the respective party presi-

EC sends notice to BJP
for plaint against Modi

The Congress, which was the chief complainant
against the Prime Minister’s comments, said that
the EC sending the notice to Mr. Nadda and not to
the Prime Minister was a revealing move. “They
[the EC] are super, super cautious when it comes
to the Prime Minister, they are super cautious
when it comes to the Home Minister,” Congress
general secretary Jairam Ramesh told reporters at
party headquarters, adding that the Congress ex-
pects the Commission to act impartially and issue
notices whenever there is need for one.

“There had been no complaint against (former
Prime Ministers) PV. Narasimha Rao, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, and Manmohan Singh. This is the se-
cond time we have complained against the PM.
We had earlier complained about the Home Minis-
ter [Amit Shah], but no action was taken. Action
u;a; taken against the Assam Chief Minister,” he
added.

Notice to Kharge

The EC attached the complaints filed by the BJP to
the notice sent to Mr. Kharge. They alleged that he
and Mr. Gandhi had violated the MCC during a
speech in Kottayam on April 18 by making “false
allegations” against the PM, claiming that Mr. Mo-
di had advocated for ‘one nation, one language,
and one religion’. The notice also said that Mr.
Kharge, in comments made to a publication, had
said that President Droupadi Murmu was not in-
vited to the Ram Temple consecration ceremony
because she is a member of a Scheduled Tribe.

This notice too did not name either of the indi-
vidual leaders.

Since the beginning of this poll season, the
Commission has issued showcause notices to Con-
gress leader Supriva Shrinate, BJP MP from West
Bengal Dilip Ghosh, Aam Aadmi Party leader At-
ishi, Congress leader Randeep Singh Surjewala,
and Bharat Rashtra Samithi chief K. Chandrashe-
kar Rao. In all these cases, however, notices were
directly addressed to each of the individuals
against whom complaints were filed.

dents instead of directly to
the individuals concerned.

‘Set high standards’

In its notice to the BJP pre-
sident, the EC asked Mr.
Nadda to bring to the not-
ice of all the star campaign-
ers of the party to “set high
standards of political dis-
course and observe provi-
sions of Model Code of
Conduct in letter and
spirit”.

The Commission said it
has taken a view that while
individual star campaign-
ers will continue to remain
responsible for speeches
made by them, it will ad-
dress party chiefs “on a
case-to-case basis”, Cam-
paign speeches made by
those holding high posi-
tions have more serious
consequences, the EC said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8
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BJP Nellai
- candidate to
 attend inquiry
. onMay2

Tnm-:s Nsws Nsrwonu

ai: BJP's Tirunelveli

: parliamentary constituency
i candidate Nainar Nagend-
- ran will ap-
pear before
the Tamba-
ram police
on May 2 in
- connection
] ~ with the sei-
i zure of !‘3.99 crore aboard
. Nellai Express by an elec-
tionflying squad. ,
Nainar Nagendran, who
had sought 10 days’ time to
appear before cops for the
first summons, has respon-
ded to the second summons
issued on Monday. He told
mediapersonsthathehadno
role in the cash seizure case,
and that he would prove the
,sﬂnedurlngtheinqmry
~ Three people, including
an employee and a relative
of Nainar Nagendran, appe-
ared before the Tambaram
police for inquiry on Tues-
day, Murugan, Asai Thambi
and Jaishankar during in- :
quiry claimed innocence :
aboutthemoneysemed from {
the train. :
Three passengers Sa- :
tish and S Naveen of Aga- !
ram in Chennaiand S Peru- :
mal of Srivaikundam of :
Thoothukudi ~ aboard the :
Chennai-Tirunelveli Nellai :
Superfast Express were
caught on April 6 by a team
of officials comprising elec- !
tion commission's flying
squad and Tambaram police
following a tipoff about
cash being carried in two-ti-
er AC coachof the train.
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Ec sends notices to BJP & Cong

Their Replies By
Mon Morning

Dipak.Dash@timesgroup,com

New Delhi: Settlns a_new
trend to make party presi-
dents accountable for alleged
violationof the model code of -
conduct by their candidates

pnignm*s. Flec-

leader Rahul
ught their mpues by Monday

morning.
Though ‘the ECnotice
didn’'t mention the names of
Modi and Rahul Gandhi, say-

h'lglthasreceivedmpwsen
ﬂunsallegingviolaﬁonnfi\oﬂ
codeby “some of thestar cam-
paigners” in speeches made

during poll campaigns, comp-

noﬂmsenthJPprsmt
J P Nadda and his Congress
counterpart Ma.l.l.iknnun
Kharge. :

over Modi, Rahul speeches

Po!l Panel Seeks

sshas comp- | Muslims. It had also complai-

against |
lodged ‘& laint against
éamgeemacuon

l ned about

stances of MCC violations.

»Cont on inner book, P 4

Cong candldate EC

to decide

:'_Tmuzwsumm

Electwn(:ammls-

glndia(ECl)hassamtt

adecision ina week

i ona representation sub

iy the state BJP seeking to dis-
$ qtmhﬁConsremcandtﬂateror
i Virudhunagar Manickam Ta:

§ gml!wmdmathasubnﬂmion
i of the ECI, a division bench of
i Justice R Mahadevan and Jus-
| tice Mohammed Saffiq dispo-
i sedof the pleamoved by R Sasi-
i kumar, Virndhunagar district
president of BJP, onThursday

Hehad alleged that Manick-

am Tagore, along with his alli-
: ance parties, distributed mo-
i ney tovoters in the constituen-
i ¢y According to the petitioner,
¢ various complaints alleging
i distributionof money tovoters

One'nmreFlRwasalsore-

- gistered by the Austinpatti poli-

cet G Seenl who wasalso
anagen uf Hanlckam Tagore,

!ild-
aasedonthemgimatbnof
criminal cases, the petitioner
on April 13 made a representa-

_ﬁonwthnECIseekmsacﬂm

against Manickam Tagore and
disqualify him from contesting
the Lok Sabha election. Since
noaction has been taken by the

petitionér wanted the court to
i disqualify) the nomination of
i Manickam Tagore and conse-

in a week

Protest against
‘deletion’ of names
from voter list

Colmbatore: Agroup of
people, under the aegis of
*public for Annamalai'stageda
protestinCoimbatore
condemning the election
authorities for alleged deletion
of names from the voters list.

Many of the protesters had
indelible ink on their index
fingers thoughthey were
holding placards saying their
votes went missing.

“Onthe day of pollingitwas
shocking for us when we found
thatthe names of several
voters were missing from the
\ist,” said one of the
protasters, who had votedin
the election.

The protestors said thatit
was notfair on the part of
electionofficialsand
politicians to say that voters
should have checked whether
their name wasinthe listor not
well ahead. “We need a proper
response from EC authorities
for the missing names. Also,
wewantthe EC toensure that
this is not repeated in future,”
another protestor said. ™

quently restrain him from con-
testingthe Lok Sabhaelections.
When the plea came up for hea-
ring, the ECI informed the co-
urtthattthadtakenoognmnce
of the representation made by
the petitioner and a decision
woulld berade within a week.
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‘Will decide on plaints on
bribing of voters in a week’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE Kamaraj, G Seeni, Karuppaiah
@ Chennai i, and Pandi — by the Virudhuna-
gar West and Austinpatti police

A division bench of the Madras _stations under Sections 188 and
High Court consisting of Jus- 177 of the IPC for bribing
tices R Mahadevan and Mo- voters. f

hammed Shaffiq on . He said the ECI has not

Thursday disposed of a % taken any action against
petition filed by a BJP . Manickam Tagore despite
leader, seeking dis- sending representations
qualification of Virud- ' and wanted the court to
hunagar Congress ¥ issue orders to disqualify
candidate Manickam him.

Tagore for allegedly brib- The counsel for the ECI in-
ing the voters. The petition was  formed the court that the repre-
filed by R Sasikumar, Madurai sentations were received and
West district president of the the commission would take a
BJP. He said that FIRs werereg-  decision withina week. Record-
istered against the Congress ing the submission, the bench
candidate’s four agents — NR  disposed of the petition.

TR —
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Nainar says he
may appear in
police station
before May 2

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennal

BJP’S assembly floor leader
Nainar Nagenthran, who con-
tested in Tirunelveli parlia-
ment seat in the BJP ticket,
said he will appear before the
Tambaram police on May 2 or
earlier for inquiry regarding
the seizure of %3.99 crore from
persons known to him.

Claiming that he is being tar-
geted, he said though ¥200 crore
had been seized in the state
during the election, only the
seizure of ¥3.99 crore is being
widely discussed.

Answering questions about
his connection with the per-
sons who were carrying the
cash, he said he knew them,
“But, the seized amount is not
mine and I am in no way con-
nected with the seized money,”
he reiterated.

Providing details about the
summons issued to him by the
Tambaram police, he said it
was received by his relative and
he assured he would appear be-
fore the police for the
investigations.

Nagendran further added
since the BJP leadership has
requested to do election cam-
paigns in other states he may
seek permission of the police
to appear before them in ad-
vance rather than on May 2.
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Protesters, with inked fingers,
say many demed voting right

ERPRESS lE'S SEIVI(E
@ Colmbatore

AMID a]legations that several
eligible voters in Tamil Nadu
: : in the April 19
- Lok Sabha election, a

. was organised under ban-
ner of ‘People for Annamalal
here. K Annamalai, the BJP
candidate for the Coimbatore
Lok Sabha seat, had alleged on
the election day the names of
thousands of people were miss-
ing from the electoral rolls.

- The protesters, most of them
with electoral stains on their
fingers, raised slogans against
the Election Commission. Hold-
ing placards they demanded
voting rights and alleged their
voting rights were denied in
the recent LS polls and their
names were intentionally re-
moved from the voters’ list.

Around 5% of total voters in
the Coimbatore Lok Sabha con-
stituency were intentionally
denied voting rights in this
election, they alleged.

A participant who had voted
held a placard stating why the
vote was denied to him while
he was alive. When asked, he
said that he had cast his vote
and he took part in the protest
in support of others who were
denied voting rights.

Another elderly woman,
named Hemalatha, claimed
that many have cast double
votes as the electoral ink was
easily removable with
chemicals.

The protest was held in front
of the South Taluk office in
Coimbatore city on Thursday. It
was organised by the ‘People

The protesters most of them wlth
electoral stain on their fingers, raised
slogans against the EC | exeress

for Annamalai’ movement
and right-wing-linked
organisations.

S Sudharshan, a convener of
the movement, said “officials
deleted the names of a particu-
lar section of voters who would
have voted for BJP candidate
Annamalai. The count of miss-
ing voters is more than a lakh
in Coimbatore constituency
alone,” he said.

He said that they submitted
a petition before the Coimbat-
ore collector demanding an op-
tion for the people who were
denied their voting rights to
cast their votes.

“We don’t want a re-poll but
we demand an option to cast
our votes. The district adminis-
tration should find a solution

“for this issue. A person who

had his name ir the voters’ list
released in January 2024 could
not cast his vote as his name
was intentionally removed
from the list later. More than
800 voters were denied voting
rights in the Kavundamp-
alayam ared alone,” Sudhar-
shan said,

No objection was
received on removal
of voter names

Coimbatore: Collector
Kranthikumar Padi on
Thursday said that no
objection has been received
from the recognised political
parties regarding the
removal of names from the
voters list in the district.
Earlier, the BJP has alleged
that there has been a large
number of deletions in the
voter list. According to a
release, Coimbatore District
Draft Electoral Roll 2024 was
released on October 27, 2023,
in the presence of all
recognized political party
representatives. Accordingly,
the total electorate in the
district was 30,49,004. Two
copies of the electoral roll
were issued to all political
parties. During the meeting
held on November 24 after
corrections, no objection was
raised by parties regarding
the names deleted from the
draft voter list. This
information is published on
the notice boards of
government offices and the
website of the Election
Commission for public view.
Later, the final voter list for
2024 was released on
January 22. Accordingly, the
total number of voters in the
Coimbatore district was
16,71,003. Out of this, 47,559
were new voters. The names
of 28,364 voters were
deleted.
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Inafirst, EC takes
cognisance of MCC
violations by PM

Issues notice to party head Nadda; parallel
notice to Kharge on charges against Rahul

MUKESH RANJAN @ New Delhi
POSSIBLY taking cognisance for the first time of a
model code violation complaint against a prime min-
;ister, the Election Commission of India (ECI) on
Thursday issued a notice to BJP president J P Nadda
on the charge that Prime Minister Narendra Modi
gave a divisive speech in Rajasthan’s Banswara.
Parallelly, it issued a notice to Congress chief Mal-
likarjun Kharge, asking him to respond to the com-
plaints filed by the BJP against him and party leader
Rahul Gandhi regarding their offensive remarks.

Both Nadda and Kharge were directed to file their

replies by 11 am on Monday (April 29). The names of
neither Modi nor Rahul or Kharge were mentioned in
the notices. But the representations received by the
poll panel against them were attached to the letters
addressed to the respective party chiefs.

The ECI invoked pro-
visions of the Represen-
tation of the People Act
to hold the party presi-
dents responsible as the
first step to rein in their
star campaigners. While
individual star cam-
paigners would contin-
ue to remain responsible for their speeches, the ECI
said it will address party chiefs “on a case-to-case ba-
sis”, thus adding a layer of responsibility on them.

In its notice to Nadda, the poll panel cited com-
plaints by the Congress, CPI, CPI (ML) and civil soci-
ety groups on Modi's allegation that the Congress
wanted to redistribute the wealth of the country to
Muslims, adding the grand old party won’t even spare
the mangalsutra of women. The ECI also advised
Nadda to bring to the notice of all star campaigners
of the party to “set high standards of political dis-
course and adhere to the norms of the MCC in letter
and spirit”, as campaign speeches made by those hold-
ing high positions have serious consequences.

In its similarly worded notice to Kharge, the BJP’s
complaint was attached. It accused Rahul of malafide
during a speech in Kottayam, Kerala, where he al-
leged that the PM was pushing for one nation, one
language and one religion.

@

You are
directed, as
President of
the National
Party to bring
to the notice of
all your star
campaigners to
set high
standards of
political
discourse and
observe
provisions of
MCC in letter
and spirit

Election
Commission

‘Due to

public
pressure’

Congress
leader Jairam
Ramesh on
Thursday
claimed that
public
pressure
forced the EC
toissue
notice to
Nadda on
charges
against Modi.
The ECis
“super, super
cautious”
when it
comes to the
PM, he said
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SC verdict on petitions seeking
cross-verification of VVPAT today

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY
Newoeh - o
THE Supreme Court will pm
nounce the verdict on Friday
on a batch of petitions seeking
directions to the Election Com-
mission of India (EC) and the
Central government to ensure
that voters are able to verify
through VVPATS (voter verifi-
able paper audit trails) that
their vote has been “counted as
recorded”.

A two-judge bench of the Su-
preme Court, comprising Jus-
tices Sanjiv Khanna and Di-
pankar Dutta, will pronounce
the judgment at around 10.30
am on Friday morning, accord-
ing to the Supreme Court’s up-
dated cause list,

The apex court had on
Wednesday reserved the ver-
dict on the pleas after hearing
extensively from the petition-
ers, election commission and
other concerned parties.

The apex court’s cause list
further indicated that there
will be two judgments in the
case — one by Justice Khanna
and the other by Justice Datta.

During the hearing on
Wednesday, an EC official ap-
prised the bench about how the
EVMs and VVPATSs work, along
with the detailed know-how of
the control unit panel and their
security features.

The EC made it clear before

ALSO IN TOP COURT

the apex court that the EVMs
cannot be tampered with under
any circumstance and that the
complete counting of the
VVPAT slips was not feasible.

The EC official also said that
the EVMs are standalone ma-
chines and they could not be
tampered with. “The VVPATs
also cannot be tampered wi
the official added.

A top court bench initially
had reserved judgment on the
petitions on April 18, after two
days of hearing. The court list-
ed the petitions again on April
24 to seek certain technical
clarifications from the election
commission, which the poll
panel subsequently did.

Advocate Prashant Bhushan,

appearing for one of the peti-
tioners, argued that the flash
memory of micro control units
of the EVMs can be repro-
grammed and tampered with.
The apex court sought clarifi-
cation on this to the EC official,
who explained that it was
wrong to say that the micro
control units can be
reprogrammed.

“We are not the controlling
authority of another constitu-
tional authority. We cannot
control the elections,” the top
court observed.

In one of its hearings on
the matter, the apex court
also observed that everything
could not be seen in a suspi-
cious manner.
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SC VERDICT TODAY
ON VERIGCATION OF
EVMs AND VUPATs

Hipk CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 25

The Supreme Court will pro-
nounce its verdict on Friday
on a batch of petitions seek-
ing complete cross-verifica-
tion of votes cast using elec-
tronic voting machines with
voter verified paper audit
trails. A bench of-Justices
Sanjeev Khanna and
Dipankar Datta will pro-
nounce judgment in the mat-
ter. On Wednesday, the apex
court had reserved its ver-
dict on a batch of pleas
seeking complete cross-veri-
fication of votes cast
throyih EVMs with VVPAT
after taking note of answers
to its queries from the
‘Election Commission. The
bench had sought answers
from an official of the poll
panel to five questions relat-
ed to the functioning of the
‘EVMs, including whether the
microcontrollers fitted in
them are reprogrammable.
Senior deputy election com-
missioner Nitesh Kumar
Vyas, who had earlier made
a presentation to the court
on the functioning of EVMs,
was summoned by the
bench to answer the queries.
The bench had said it needs
clarification on certain
aspects as there was some
confusion over the answers
given by the EC to “fre-
guently asked questions”

‘ about EVMs.
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