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Party representatives flag
anomalies in electoral rolls

The need for removal of duplicate entries and names of dead people from the electoral rolls and

correcting mismatch between the voters’ photos and names were among the issues highlighted

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he need for the re-
T moval of duplicate
entries and names
of dead people from the
electoral rolls and correct-
ing the mismatch between
the voters’ photos and
names were among the
major issues flagged by re-
presentatives of recog-
nised political parties at a
meeting organised by the
Election Commission of In-
dia (EC) on Thursday.
Representatives of nine
parties attended the meet-
ing chaired by Chief Electo-
ral Officer Satyabrata Sa-
hoo m Chennai.

Names deleted: DMK

DMK representative R.S.
Bharathi said his party had
flagged various issues, but
they had not been re-
solved. He said the entries
did not match with the
rolls that officials at the
polling booths had during
the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tion. The names of many
voters of a religion were
deleted from the rolls, and
the DMK flagged the issue,

Chief Electoral Officer Satyabrata Sahoo chairing the meeting with
representatives of parties on Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

he said. While many of the
dead were still part of the
rolls, many of those alive
could not find their names,
he added. BJP functionary
Karu. Nagarajan said that
while the name of the hus-
band was present on the
rolls, his wife’s name was
absent and in some cases,
the parents were part. of
the rolls, but their children
were not. “We asked how a
person residing at the
same address for long
could go missing from the
rolls.”

His party also ques-
tioned how polling percen-

tage could be arrived at
when about 20% of the vo-

ters on the rolls shifted out *

of an area.

AIADMK leader and
former Minister D. Jayaku-
mar said his party had
flagged several issues at
such meetings organised
by the Election Commis-
sion, but they were yet to
be resolved. The mismatch
between the photos._ and
names of the voters was
among the issues highlight-
ed, he said. “Many per-
sons, dead for 10 or 15
years; remain on the rolls,”

Mr. Jayakumar said, point-

ing out that death certfi-
cates could be sourced
from the department con-
cerned and the rolls could
be cleaned up.

Communist Party of In-
dia functionary G.R. Ravin-
dranath said the Election
Commission should distri-
bute forms for inclusion of
names in the rolls to stu-
dents who were about to
attain the age of 18. “We in-
sisted that the forms be is-
sued to them in colleges.
The details of the camps
should be advertised
through the media” he
said. Aam Aadmi Party
functionary Stella Mary in-
sisted that the names of the
dead and the duplicate en-
tries be taken off the rolls.
Representatives of the
Congress, the CPI(M), and
the DMDK also took part at
the meeting. The EC will
release integrated draft
rolls on October 29. Claims
and objections can be filed
between October 29 and
November 28. Special cam-
paigns are being planned
for November 16 and 17
and 23 and 24. The final
rolls will be published on
January 6, 2025.
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Parties unite to demand
error-free electoral rolls

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: National and state-re-
cognised political parties on
Thursday accused the Election
Commission of committing errors
in the photo electoral rolls. They
urged the commission to produce
error-free rolls during its special
summary revision being underta-
ken from Oct 29 to Nov 28. Thefinal
electoral rolls would be published
onJan6, 2025.

DMK organisation secretary R
S Bharathi criticised the commis-
sion for not addressing discrepan-
cies pointed out by DMK in the
past, including issues in general

TNCC legal wing chairman K
Chandramohan alleged similar
discrepancies, sayingnames of in-
dividuals were missing from the
list at polling stations, despite bo-
oth slips and electors’ photo identi-
ty cards being issued by the com-
mission.

BJP vice-president Karu Naga-
rajan said a quarter of the electo-
ral rolls includes names of those
who have either moved away or
passed away. CPI's G R Ravindra-
nath suggested that the commis-
sion provide applications in ad-
vance to students, who turned 17
yearsold.

Chief electoral officer Satya-

elections. He said

Muslim community FINAL ELECTORAL
ROLLS ON JAN 6

members were unfa-

brata Sahoo explai-
ned at length to par-
ty representatives
about various activi-

irly removed from
the electoral roll, particularly in
Kadayanallur and Tambaram
constituencies. “There was a diffe-
rence between the roll handed to
parties in the preceding months
and the roll used by the election of-
ficer on the polling day,” Bharathi
said.

Former ATADMEK minister D
Jayakumar expressed concerns
about a possible conspiracy aimed
at removing their supporters’ na-
mes from the electoral rolls, cal
ling for a probe. “The revenue de-
partmentcan getdeathcertificates
in every local body and remove the
names. At least10% of voters from
thelistcan beremoved,” he said.

ties and schedules for the summa-
ryrevision. Hesaid thatbooth level
agents from the parties canlist the
dead and shifted electors and pre-
sentthisinformationtoboothlevel
officers in prescribed formats. Ac-
cording to instructions from the
commission, recognised parties
can appoint booth-level agents for
each polling station to assist offi-
cers in identifying corrections du-
ring the summary revision and on
special campaigndays.

Representatives from DMK, Al-
ADMEK, Congress, BJF, CPI, CPM,
DMDEK, BSP, Aam Aadmi, and NPP
participated in the meetingheld at
the secretariat.
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