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FIRST MEET OF
JPCONONE
NATION, ONE
POLL ON JAN. 8

New Delhi, Dec. 23:
The first meeting of the
39-member parliamen-
tary panel on ‘one
nation, one election’ is
set to be held on January
8, setting the tone for
nationwide = delibera-
tions on the key poll
reform measure of the
BJP-led NDA govern-
ment. 3 f

Parliamentary sources
said the first meeting of
the Joint Committee on
bills for simultaneous
elections to the Lok
Sabha and state
Assemblies, chaired by
BJP member PP
Chaudhary, is likely to
be an introductory one,
with officials briefing
the panel on the two bills
to implement a long-
cherished election prom-
ise of the BJP.
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ATADMK leadership tussle
intensifies before the EC

Times News Network

Chennai: ATADMEK general secretary
Edappadi K Palaniswami and for-
mer chief minister O Panneersel-
vam on Monday asserted their leader-
ship before the election commission.
“There is only one ATADMK. Edappa-
di-led ATADMK is the only AIADMK
and there isno other (ATADMK),” for-
mer minister C Ve Shanmugam said,
representing the ATADMEK before the
commission in New Delhi. The elec-
tion commission proceedings fol-
lowed a Madras high court order di-
recting the commission to decide on
two leaves symbol case within four
weeks. The court’s order was in re-
sponse to a petition filed by S Surya
Moorthi concerning the allocation of
the party’s two leaves symbol. The
commission scheduled hearings for
all involved parties on Dec 23 and 24,
askingfor written responses by Dec19.
Shanmugam argued that Surya Moor-
thihad no locus standi to question the
party’s internal affairs. He pointed
out Moorthi’s 2021 election run
against the two leaves symbol as evi-
dence of hisnon-membership.
Panneerselvam, represenied by

counsel Rajalakshmi
Prakash, maintained
he remains the
ATADMEK coordinator.
Heargued that hisfive-
year term, after his
election in Dec 2021, ex-
tends until Dec 2026.
“OPS said heisstill the
coordinator of
ATADME. Whatever
may be the conditions
imposed, he is capable
L of contesting the elec-
tion for the top post. That is why he
wasremoved,” Rajalakshmisaid. Pan-
neerselvam accused the Palaniswami
group of manipulating party bylaws
to favour Palaniswami’s appointment
as ATADMK general secretary.

The commission has also sent no-
tices to six more individuals, includ-
ing former ATADME MP P Raveend-
hranath, former MP K C Palanisamy,
and former ATADMEK Karnataka sec-
retary V Pugazhendi, to appear for a
personal hearing on Tuesday The
commission has given the parties the
opportunity iomake claimsand objec-
tions on Dec 30 and thereafter the re-
sponsesonJanis.
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