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SC to pass directions in

EVM-VVPAT case today

The Supreme Court is scheduled on Wednesday
to pass directions on petitions seeking 100%
cross verification of vote count in electronic
voting machines (EVMs) with Voter Verifiable
Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) paper slips. A Bench
headed by Justice Sanjiv Khanna had reserved
the case for judgment on April 18. The
petitioners, including the Association for
Democratic Reforms, had argued that 97 crore
registered voters in the country had aright to a
more transparent electoral system, with or
without EVMs. The Election Commission had
countered that EVMs were “perfect”.
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“‘Grant a paid
holiday to staff
from States
~going to polls’

l The Hindu Burean

CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has requested com-
mercial  establishments
and shops to grant a paid
holiday to all their staff,
f who are registered voters
in Andhra Pradesh, Kerala
and Karnataka on days that
these States are going to
the polls. For complaints,
employees can contact the
State-level control room:
D. Vimalanathan, Joint
‘Commissioner of Labour,
- State-level  coordinator
| (9445398801, 044-
24335107) or Assistant
Commissioners of Labour
(Enforcement) M. Venkata-
chalapathy, (7010275131,
044-24330354), Subhash
Chandran (8220613777,

044-24322749) and Sivaku-
| mar (9043555123, 044-
24322750).

' In Chennai, the district-

'~ level control room can be
contacted at: Deputy In-
spectors of Labour C. Vi-
jayalakshmi (9840829835,
044-24330354), E. Ekam-
baram (9790930846, 044-
24330354) and R. Vedha-
nayaki (9884264814, 044-
24330354),
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- Turnout in 8 LS seats without BJP
nominees exceeds State’s average

Of these seats, Dharmapuri finished at the top with a turnout of 81.2%, Kallakurichi followed with 79.21% and Salem with
78.16%. PMK's Sowmiya Anbumani, AIADMKs R. Kumaraguru and DMK's TM. Selvaganapathi were in the fray in these seats
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EPS says PM’s remarks on
Muslims ‘unacceptable’;
Jawahirullah writes to EC

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

" AIADMK general Secretary

Edappadi K. Palaniswami
on Tuesday came out
against Prime Minister Na-

| rendra  Modi's recent
speech in Rajasthan con-
cerning Muslims.

Pointing out that Mr.
Modi had spoken in a “con-
troversial manner,” Mr. Pa-
laniswami said that ex-
pressing such a
controversial opinion
would not augur well for
the country’s sovereignty.

It would be in the inter-
ests of the nation and com-

. munal harmony that politi-

cal leaders  avoided
articulating objectionable
views that would other-
wise cause apprehension
among Muslims. It was

| “unacceptable” to make a

comment that would of-
fend the sentiments of the
community, he said.

Plea to EC

- Meanwhile, Manithaneya

- Makkal Katchi president
| M.H. Jawahirullah has writ-
. ten to the Chief Election

Commissioner, Rajiv Ku-
mar, seeking disqualifica-
tion of Mr. Modi and a ban
on his campaign in respect
of the speech.

Ina letter to the Election
Commission (EC), Prof. Ja-
wahirullah quoted Mr. Mo-
di as saying, “The Congress
manifesto says they will
calculate the gold with
mothers and sisters, get in-
formation about it, and dis-
tribute that property. They
will distribute it to whom?
Manmohan Singh’s govern-
ment had said Muslims
have the first right on the
country’s assets, It will be
distributed among those
who have more children. It
will be distributed to the
infiltrators. Should your

[t will be in the
interest of the
nation that leaders
avoid articulating
objectionable views that

| will otherwise cause

apprehension among
Muslims

EDAPPADI K. PALANISWAMI
AIADMK general secretary

hard-earned money go to
the infiltrators? Do you ap-
prove of this?...”

According to Prof. Jawa-
hirullah, “the vicious and
insidious speech” calling
Indian Muslims infiltrators,
by accusing the Congress
of planning to distribute
wealth to Indian Muslims,
and referring to Indian
Muslims as “those with
more children” amounted
to egregious violation of
the Constitution, the Re-
presentation of People’s
Act, 1951, and the Model
Code of Conduct.

He further said that the
“silence of the EC [on the
issue] is deafening” and ac-
cused it of being complicit
with the BJP.
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_ New Delhi: The Supreme
Court is expected to give its
~ directions to the Election
Commission of India on
Wednesday on the petitions
seeking 100 per cent verifi-
cation of the votes recorded
~_in the electronic voting
machines (EVMs) with the
Voter Verifiable Paper Audit
Trail (VVPAT) slips. A bench
~ comprising Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and Dipankar Datta
~__ had reserved judgment on
the petitions on April 18. The
bench had extensive interac-
tion the ECI on the working
of the EVMs and VVPATs.
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34 crore seizure: Nainar’s

relative and staff appear
before Tambaram police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

THREE persons including the
staff and relative of Tirunel-
veli BJP candidate Nainar Na-
gendran appeared before the
Tambaram police in connec-
tion with the Z3.98 crore seizure
from the Nellai Express train
few days ago.

The police had last
Sunday issued sum-
mons to Nainar Nagen-
dran for inquiry this
week, but the politician
had sought more time to
appear before the police.

The summons was issued
after the seizure of ¥3.98 crore
from three passengers of the
train, one of whom is said to be
a staff at Nagendran’s hotel in
Chennai. The summons was
also issued to Nainar’s relative,
Murugan and assistants —
Asai Thambi and Jaishankar.

On Tuesday, Murugan, Asai
Thambi and Jaishankar ap-

Caught from train

Three passengers of the Chennai-
Tirunelveli Nellai Superfast
Express were caught on April 6
by a team of officials comprising
the election commission’s flying
squad and Tambaram police

peared before the Tambaram

police and they were ques-
tioned for nearly an hour,
police said. They said
the trio claimed inno-
cence about the money
seized from the train.

Three passengers of
the Chennai-Tirunelveli

Nellai Superfast Express -
Satish and S Naveen of Agaram
in Chennai and S Perumal of
Srivaikundam of Thoothukudi
- were caught on April 6 by a
team of officials comprising
election commission’s flying
squad and Tambaram police
following a tip-off about cash
being carried in two-tier AC
coach of the train.
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EXPRESS READ]

‘Grant leave for other
state staff for polls’

Chennai: The labour department
has issued directions to private
firms to grant leave to their

employees from neighbouring

states on the polling day to
enable them to cast their votes.
According to a statement by
Labour commissioner (in-charge)
A Sundaravalli, private firms such
as IT companies, commercial
establishments, transport
companies and public sector units
which are operating in TN are
requested to grant leave for the
employees, who belong to Kerala,
Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka
on the polling day under the
People Representative Act-1951,
section 135(B). The employees

. can raise their grievance over non

availing of holidays by dialling the
state control room number; 044-
24335107, 044- 24330354 and
044- 24322749 or the numbers of
the district control room: 044-
24330354, 044-24330354 and :
044-24330354. ' ENS
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