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Logistical challenges loom as govt
pushes for ‘one nation, one election’

Bharti.Jain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Apart from the
challenge of getting the num-
bers to push through consti-
tutional amendments for ‘one
nation one electior’, the govt
also has to tackle several lo-
gistical issues, including reg-
ularisation of electoral rolls
for panchayat polls.

While the electoral rolls
for assembly and Lok Sabha
polls are streamlined and a
rigorous processisadoptedin
preparing them, the process
for local body polls need to be
streamlined, senior govt offi-
cials said, days after the
Union cabinet accepted the
recommendations of the
committee led by former
President Ram Nath Kovind

on holding si-
multaneous
elections.

From elec-
toral rolls to
electronicvot-
: ing machines
and movement of personnel,
the logistical requirements
are enOrmous, sources sai

As per the Election Com-
mission’s inputs sent to the
Law Commission of India in
March 2023 —whichit had re-
iterated in its letter dated Jan
19, 2024, to the Kovind com-
mittee — the number of poll-
ing stations across the coun-
trywouldhaveto beincreased
to around 13.6 1akh in 2029, re-
quiring the deployment of a
total 53.8 lakh ballot units
(BUs), 38.7 lakh control units

(CUs)and 41.6lakh voter-veri-
fiable paper audit trail
(VVPATS).

The EC stated that while
30.8 lakh BUs, 22.1 lakh CUs
and 23.8 1akh would be availa-
ble for synchronised polls in
the 2029 general election cy-
cle, 3.6lakh BUs and 1.25 lakh
CUs would have completed
their life and wouldneed tobe
phased out. Given the disrup-
tions in the supply chain for
semiconductors, the poll pan-
¢l had highlighted this as a
concern. The EC had alsopro-
jected a major rise in man-
power requirement in the
event of simultaneous polls,
saying that more polling per-
sonnel including the presid-
ing officer will be needed at
each polling station.
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