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Shun divisive speeches,
EC tells BJP, Congress

Oomnim&mwﬂmmpampresidenm;adsaarcmnpaignasmmﬁam&mnwcmpm
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Sreeparna Chakrabarty = g lations by Congress leader
NEW DELHI Key instructions Rahul l:'-am!hxLhe i mfiay Mr.
Th Electlon C haswritten to presidents ofthe pyp  Kharge on the same day,
]:“;”E’f':m “”‘M‘ }C";‘}‘ and the Cangress listing the steps o be taken while campaigriing Apﬁ"‘g"i‘; ﬁi‘:‘ wﬂ:dnﬂ;
Wednesday direct-  [INVINN - REEITNERN. day’s letters do not name
edtheBJPand itsstarcam- = g ECexpects @y Directsyouas eithier Mr. Modi, Mr. Gand-
paigners to refrain from .' the B, as " party president hi or Mr. Kharge. Issue of
any ' campaign methods the ruling party, to  to convey to star cam- notices to the party presi-
along “religious or commu- ""ﬁ""“’a‘r‘w mnﬂtﬂzm dents, instead of the lead- |
nal” lines and not make  Methodsto o et ers directly, was also un-
any "P"’d‘ﬁll‘m Stale ik composite  thatthe Constitution - |
society”, ke i L i serl\]rla:ion in Wedneada';rx?s-
The poll body also asked 3 letter, the EC noted that
the Congress leaders notto  mission asked them to is- The EC letter to Mr. Nad-  Mr, Nadda had made no ex-
make statements giving a  sueformal notesto thestar  da was issued taking note  plicit denial of speeches
“false” impression that campaigners to maintain  of the BJP president’s res-  made by its star campaign- |
“the Constitution of India _decorum in their utteranc ponse to the April 25 not- ers in the response and has
may be abolished” or “po- e It said the s0- ice to him on a complaint . also not confirmed if the
tentially divisive state-  cio-cultural milieu could made against Prime Minis-  commission’s directions in
ments” regarding the so- = not be made a casualty to  ter. Narendra Modi's  the matter had been
cio-economic composition  elections and that the utte- speech in Banswara, Rajas- brought to their notice. It
of the armed forces, rances of star campaigners  than, which, the Congress  termed Mr. Nadda’s de-
Inseparatelettersto BJP  followed patterns  and * had termed “communal”.  fence “untenable”,
president |P. Nadda and  created narratives which The EC had issued a si-
Congress president Malli-  could be milar notice on model conminuep on

karjun Kharge, the com-

damaging d
the model code peribc:im1

code of conduct (MCC) vio-

The poll body listed 12 more complaints made by
the Congress against BJP leaders since April 25.
'...mhudmlqmunﬁngforﬂ:nnﬁceu“pﬁj
25, in the minimum as a red flag for future con-
duct, BJP star campaigners are alleged to be con-
tinuously making, inter alia, statements alleged to
be violative of MCC".

It pointed out the extra responsibility on the
party in power in poll time even as it said that no
mlimimdgm:mmheﬁededtomeOppnsi-
tion either and rejected Mr. Kharge's defence too.

“The MCC has a specific prohibition against usa
ufannedﬁxmﬁrmmpa@ﬁngpm-poseg,"itnot-
ed, referring to complaints on the Congress cam-
Ppaign on the Agnipath scheme, and listed four
more complaints made by the BJP against the
main Opposition party from April 25 to May 13.

“The commission expects the Indian National

+Congress to fully align the campaign methods to

the practical aspects of the composite and sensi-
tive fabric of India,” it said.
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No legal mar

1date to

share voter turnout
with public, says EC

NEW DELHI '

The Election Commission
(EC) on Wednesday told
the Supreme Court that
there was no “legal man-
date” to provide the voter
turnout data to any person
other than electoral candi-
dates or their agents.

“There is no legal man-
date to provide Form 17C
[account of votes record-
ed] to any other person
other than the candidate
or his agent,” the EC said in
a 225-page affidavit.

The poll body was res-
ponding to an application
filed by the Association for
Democratic Reforms
(ADR), represented by ad-
vocates Prashant Bhushan,
Neha Rathi and Cheryl
D’Souza, primaril_y seeking
to disclose authenticated
record of voter turnout by
uploading on the EC web-
site scanned legible copies
of Form 17C of all polli

. stations after each phase of

polling in the Lok Sabha
election in 2024.

The NGO had alleged an
inordinate delay in pu-

blishing voter turnout de-

tails followed by a sharp
spike in figures from the in-
itial voter turnout percen-
tages released by the EC.
The development, accord-
ing to the ADR, had rung
alarm bells about the auth-
enticity of the polling data

‘Discrepancy in
ECs real time

data, final figures’

NEW DELHI

Highlighting the overall
difference of 1.07 crore
between real time voter
turnout data and the final
figures released by the Election
Commission (EC), the Congress
on Wednesday claimed that
this difference translated into
28,000 voters in each Lok
Sabha constituency.

available in the public do-

main and raised suspicions

whether the electronic vot-

ing machines (EVMs) were
Gitchad

In the previous hearing
on May 17, the Supreme
Court had asked why the
EC could not upload voter
turnout details.

Howewr the EC coun-
tered in its affidavit that the
ADR was merely trying to

“create an entitlement in
the middle of the election
period”. |

It said the statutory

‘mandate required Form

17C to be shared only with
candidates and  their

 agents. However, it was the

EC’s voluntary and “non-
statutory” initiative to dis-
close the voter turnout

through voter turnout app,
website and various press
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Setting the bar

The ECI is too important an institution
to be left to its own devices

T he Election Commission of India (ECD

asking the BJP and the Congress to desist

from raising divisive issues in campaign-
ing in the general election is a case of better late
than never. The ECI has, in recent years, disap-
pointed the Indian electorate by its inability to be
effective, impartial and prompt in its role as the
watchdog of elections. This is partlya function of
the mechanism of the appointment of the ECI’s
members, which is entirely a partisan decision of
the executive. The ECI has now written to BJP
President J.P. Nadda to ask “star campaigners” of
the party to refrain from making statements
which “may divide the society”. Its letter follows
his response on May 13 to a notice issued to him
over a complaint against Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s speech in Banswara, Rajasthan — Mr.
Modi had referred to Muslims as “infiltrators”
and “people with more children.” The letter to
Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge asks him
to ensure that the party’s star campaigners desist
from making any statements which may cause
tensions between different castes and communi-
ties. These rebukes from the ECI to the parties
come a day after it censured the former Calcutta
High Court judge turned BJP candidate from
Tamluk, West Bengal, Abhijit Gangopadhyay, for
his remarks against Trinamool chief Mamata Ba-
nerjee. He was barred from campaigning for 24
hours.

Earlier, the ECI had acted against YSRCP chief,
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy, BRS chief K. Chandrash-
ekar Rao, Telangana Minister Konda Surekha, BJP
leaders Shobha Karandlaje and Dilip Ghosh, and
Congress leaders Supriya Shrinate and Randeep
Surjewala. Complaints against U.P. Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath and Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma, last week, for their alleged
violation of the model code of conduct (MCC) are
pending. Overall, these measures might give an
appearance of impartiality but that is not
enough. The ECI is assuming a false parity bet-
ween legitimate debates on policies that impact
various social groups differently and an incite-
ment of xenophobia for social polarisation. The
MCC cannot be a ruse to muffle political debates
and disagreements which are, and should be, at
the heart of campaigning. Misuse of power and
creation of disharmony fall in a different basket.
The integrity and the credibility of the ECI is cen-
tral to the legitimacy of elections. Reinforcing its
independence should be a priority for all stake-
holders in Indian democracy, particularly politi-
cal parties and the judiciary. The ECI is too im-
portant to be left to itself. :
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Destruction of EVM:

search on for YSRCP'S
Macherla legislator

Sambasiva Rao M.
GUNTUR

The Andhra Pradesh Police
had on May 20 registered a
criminal case against Pin-
nelli Ramakrishna Reddy,
the incumbent ruling YSR
Congress Party (YSRCP) le-
gislator from Macherla and
contestant from the same
Assembly constituency,
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO) Mu-
kesh Kumar Meena said on
Wednesday.

“The police had listed
the MLA as Al in the case
relating to damaging the
EVM and VVPAT machines
at Polling Station No. 202
in the Assembly consti-
tuency on May 13, when
polling was in progress,”
Mr. Meena told The Hindu.

“The police went to

'f ‘h : ! 3
Pinnelli Ramakrishna Reddy
Hyderabad on May 21 and
searched the house of the
accused, but he was not
there. The police are still
searching for the accused,”
the CEO said.

Mr. Ramakrishna Reddy
had allegedly absconded
from Macherla, and was re-
portedly staying in Hydera-
bad since then.
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EC has acted, but isn’t
it too little, too late?

he directive of the Election Commission of India to the BJP and the
Congress to desist from campaigning along caste, community, lan-

guage and religious lines during the ongoing Lok Sabha election

" reflects a delayed but welcome response on the part of the poll
body. This, coupled with its censure of Abhijit Gangopadhyay, the BJP
candidate for Tamluk Lok Sabha constituency in West Bengal, for his
“low-level personal attack” on chief minister Mamata Banerjee, comes as
g iirong reminder to political parties and candidates that they must

ehave

In its missive to the two key players, the BJP and the Congress, the EC
has rightly pointed out that India’s socio-cultural milieu cannot be made a
casualty to elections. In its directive that has come almost-a month after
complaints were registered with it, the EC rightly rejected BJP president
J.P. Nadda’s excuses and directed him and his party's star campaigners,
who include Prime Minister Narendra Modi, to cease campaigning on reli-
gious and communal lines. The BKP must stop campaign speeches that
may divide society, the poll body has demanded.

In a show of even-handedness, the EC also directed the Congress not to
politicise the defence forces and make potentially divisive statements
regarding the socio-economic demographics of the armed forces.

In its censure note to the utterances of Gangopadhyay who was untit
recently a judge of the Calcutta high court, the EC mentioned how they
“brought disrepute and damage to the state of West Bengal which has a dis-
tinguished tradition of respect for women” and that his comments are con-
demnable given the fact he was a holder of a constitutional position.

The EC’s directives indeed reflect universal condemnation of the ways in
which campaigning has been undertaken by the main players in the elec-
tion game. However, it must be said that they have come in very late in the
day. Hasn’t the EC been too slow to stand up to the powerful who have low-
ered the electoral discourse and vitiated the atmosphere of the 18th Lok
Sabha election? The fact that it took such a long time to restrain the Prime
Minister from making his usual hateful and divisive speeches has embold-
ened him to take the campaign further down that dangerous lane. The lat-
est example being his taunt that the stolen keys of the Ratna Bhandar of
the Puri temple may have gone to Tamil Nadu. :

It may be remembered that Mr Modi told his audience in Uttar Pradesh
that INDIA bloc leaders in the South speak ill of the people of UP. The
Representation of the People Act and the Indian Penal Code specifically
prohibit such utterances, but no institution thought it fit to remind the
Prime Minister until now. This despite the fact that there is a Supreme-
Court directive to all state police chiefs to suo motu register cases against
people who indulge in hate speech.

Notably, however, the regulators can only do so much in a democracy. It
is incumbent upon those in public life to present themselves in such a man-
ner that the citizens continue to trust the institutions that they represent.
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to late l’résldent KR,
has raised

i ek 1
! a m
Chennai on day, he
recalled his ences
under ident
N uring the
reminisc

m&rmﬂd‘lw a wnmring

cdmmluig\rg autonomy
is increasingly perceived

appendage.
~ subsequent

A 3T

DECCAN

to becumprcmisnd by gov- _‘

ernmental interference. A

committee, incl

Prime Minister, the Chief

Justice of India, and the

Leader of the Oppositton.

aiming to safeguard the

Comminston from becom-
a governmental

However, a
‘legislation
under the Modi govern-
ment has been eriticised
for undermin this

ed directive, centralising con-

trol over the ECT's appoint-
ments back into the hands
of the executive,” he

said.

Mr Sahu also raised con-
cern about the core opera-
tions of the ECL He high-

ted the crucial nature

g?htrans:»a:em:y in elec-
toral processes, citing
ongoing issues such as
undisclosed voting figures
and the controversial
bond scheme,  which
are percei as
violations of the basic

structure of the
Constitution. 2
Reflecting on India’s rich

democratic legacy, Mr
Sahu invoked the ethos of

Sukumar Sen. the ﬁrsl
Election Commlssloner
who not oversaw
[ndiasimr.inle tions but
also helped set a global
standard for democratic
processes in Sudan. The
stark contrast between the
Commission's founding
e donenty Wil miores
ents
a significant erosion in its
functional integrity
Moreover, Sahu
touched on the broader
impucatlom of

decl

and polltlml amuumahﬂti’
ty in India. He recalled
Mahatma Gandhi'
emphasis on the si
cance of voting and
ing leaders who emboriy
the spirit of unity across
diverse religious and cul-
tural spectrums. Today,

‘ethos.
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the political dtscourse,
unfortunately, seems to
diverge from this inclusive
vision, as evidenced by
recent divisive statements
and policies.

As India continues to
frapp]e with these chal-
e

nges, Mr Sahu called to faith and

restore the ECT's credibili-
ty and ensure that it
remains a true servant of
the people, not the govern-
ment. He | said “the
strength of a. democracy

lies not just in its mstnu
tions, but in the unwaver-
ing commitment of its
people to safeguard the
constitutional values that
bind and build the nation

together”.
Mr Sahu further under-
scored the historical

po
Gandhi's principles in
shaping India's. electoral
He  recalled
Gandhiji's teachings dur-
ing the electoral cam-
paigns in the early 20th
century in Chennai, where
he implored citizens to
consider the moral charac-

ter and inclusivity of their

leaders.

While talking about peo-
ple’s reluctance to cast
their votes, Mr Sahu said
101 years ago in Chennai

KRN’ alde flags erosion of trust in Election Commission

Gandhiiji asked the peaple
to vote for candidates who
supported the unity of all
communities—Hindus,
Muslims, Christians,
Sikhs, and others—reflect-
ing his vision of an India
that belonged to every
Sahu
reiterated that these prin-
ciples should be central to
the current electoral

processes, leaders
and. the public alike to
embrace Gandhiji's vision
of a harmonious and
inclusive India. This, Mr
Sahu argued, is essential
for the
credibility and effective-
ness of the ECI as a
guardian of democratic

ues,

He empl ed that the
.ethos of the ECI should
reflect the principles of
pluralism and diversity

and advocated for an elec-
tnral pmocus that r.ha.mp:

integril’y nghllghf.ing the

importance of each vote,
Mr Sahu stressed that the
electorate's trust is para-
smount and that safeguard-
ing this trust requires a
vigilant, autonomous
Election Commission that
acts without fear or
favour.
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Desist from divisive campaign,
poll panel directs BJP, Congress

& ECI missive comes a month after its notice to parties’ chiefs
& ' YO THE CONGRESS

VINEETA PANDEY | DC
NEW DELHI, MAY 22

With the Lok Sabha elec-

tion campaign getting

shriller and the speeches
getting bitter, the Election
Commission told the presi-
dents of the BJP and the
Congress to mind the lan-
guage and the content of
speeches of their star cam-
paigners. In a letter sent
on Wednesday to the presi-
dents of both parties, the
EC has asked the BJP and
the Congress to desist
from campaigning along
caste, community, lan-
guage and religious lines,
asserting that India's
socio-cultural milien can-
not be made a casualty to
elections.

The EC also directed the
Congress not to politicise
the armed forces and make
potentially divisive state-
ments about the socio-eco-

nomic composition of the
forces while it asked the
BJP to stop campaign
speeches that may divide
society.

The EC asked the presi-
dents of the two national
parties to issue formal not-
es to their star campaign-
ers to correct their dis-
course, exercise care and
maintain decorum and not
to make statements pro-
hibited under the Model
Code of Conduct.

The EC order to the par-

ties comes almost a month
after it had issued notices
to the party presidents giv-
ing them time to respond.

BJP president J.P. Nadda

was sent a notice on alle-
gation that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi gave a
divisive speech . in
Rajasthan’s Banswara.
The EC had then asked Mr
Nadda to direct his party's
star campalgners to desist
from campaigning on reli-
gious and communal lines.
On Wednesday, the EC

rejected the BJP’s explana-

" tion to its notice and asked

the BJP to stop campaign
speeches that may divide
society.

To Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, the
EC had sought his reply to
allegations against Rahul
Gandhi on his remarks
about Agniveer and that
the Constitution will be
changed by the BJP. The
EC has also rejected his
defence and asked the
Congress not to politicise
the defence forces and
make potentially divisive
statements regarding the
socio-economic composi-
tion of the armed forces. It
also asked the Congress to
ensure that its star cam-
paigners and candidates
do not make statements
which give a false impres-
sion that the Constitution
may be abolished or sold.
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.mg!nmmkibtmmtanmmhat “added that e ppositioncouldnotbe

it i ances of the concerned star campaigners communal, religious or caste lines. It
Statmsmatmdjasmﬂwultmﬂml follow patterns and create narratives —askedhim totellthe party'sstar campaign- -
lieu was an enduring preserve and could which can be damaging beyond the model  ers not to give a false impression that the
nothemadenmsuattynfa]ecﬁom.ﬁ:cm code period,” it noted. Constitution may beabolished or changed.
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No legal mandate to make votes
polwbooﬂlwsepublic: ECtoSC

CouldLead ToConfusion st Wil Ao nclude ol Ballot Counts'
107cr spike in votes, mostly
where BJP is weak: Cong

Tintes News Nerwosx bring out the fl-

: difference

weak, calling the trend as into an increase of 28,000 in

“strange goingson”. each LSseat. Thisis huge.”
Pawan *The discrepancy s maxi-

Khera said the difference of n:uml.nm‘sman’hex

1.07 crure yotes is unpreceden- pected to lose seats hsuvﬂgz

tod, “Votersare worried about  What Ishappening?" he

postal  the strange goings on in the Theowmhimhasbemmis-

Election ion through

. the four phases of voting leaseof finalvoter data, butEC
be First, tho EC takes 101 days o _has rubbished i

ess._canse chios in the elec-  ready inmotion,” theaffidavit
tion machinery which is al- said.
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A total of nine EVMs
were destroyed on polling
day,outof whlchsevenmses

'uals involved in other EVM

destruction cases have also
been identified. Cases have
been filed against them, and

+.some have already been ar-




SU(HITHA KALYAN MOHANTY

THE Election Commission of
India on Wednesday told the Su-
preme Court that uploading
Form 17C (record of votes
polled) on its website could lead
to mischief, since the images
could be morphed, creating
“widespread discomfort and
mistrust”. It added that nolegal
right can be claimed towards
publishing the final authenti-
cated data of voter furnout in all
polling stations.

A three-judge bench of the
court led hy Chief Justice of In-
dia D Y Chandrachud had on
May 17 asked the poll pan-
el tofile its affidavitona
plea by the Association
for Democratic Reforms
(ADR) seeking direc-
tions to upload the poll-

. ingstation-wise voter
turnout dataon the ECI web-
sité within 48 hours of polling
for each phase of the ongoing
Lok Sabha polls.

‘The court had wanted to know
the difficulty in putting up the
Form 17C images on the ECI's
website and schaduki the next
hearing for Friday, May 24.

“In any electoral contest, the
margin of victory may be very
close. In such cases, disclosure
of Form 17C in public domain

E NEW INDIAN EXTRESS
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Form 17C sharing open to mischief: EC

Images of boath-wise record of votes polled could be morphed, leading to mistrust and chaos, poll body tells SC

ELECTION COMMISSION
TICKS OFF NADDA, KHARGE

Mo scanner, no Nat
connection to upload

There are no scanners for i
Fotm 17C at polling stations. |
Further, no internet facility is |
allowed 50 as to remove |
doubts on connectivity with
EVMs. If uploading s to be

done centrally by ARO of RO,

it will violate the extant legal |
design of keeping Form I7Cin |
the strong room, the ECI said .
]

may cause confusion in the

minds of the voters with regard

to the total votes polled as the

latter figure would include

the number of votes

polled as per Form 17C

as well as the votes re-

ceived through postal

ballots, However, such

difference may not be

easily understood by the

voters and may be used by

persons with motivated inter-

ests to cast aspersion on the

whole electoral process.., cause
chaos in the election

which is already inmotion,” the

affidavit said.

It warned that the disclosure
of Form 17C is amenable to mis-
chief and could vitiate the en-
tire electoral space. “At the mo-
ment, the original Form 17C is
only available in the Strong

Room and a copy only with the
polling agents whose signatures
it bears, Therefore, there is a
one-to-one relationship between
each Form 17C and its posses-
sor,” the ECI said.

Indiscriminate disclosure of
the form through public posting
on the website increases the pos-
sibility of the images being
morphed, creating widespread
public discomfort and mistrust,
it reasoned.

“There is a consistent
malafide campaign/design/ef-
forts to keep on raising suspi-
cionand doubt in every possible
manner and by misleading as-
sertions and basel allega-

tions regarding the conduct of
elections by the Election Com-
mission of India,” it submitted.
The ECI went on to question
the motive of the petitioners.
“The petitioners are not ap-
proaching the courts with clean
hands,” the affidavit argued.
Over the last few weeks, Op-
position parties, including the
Congress, CPI(M) and Trina.
mool Congress have written to
the ECI over the delay in release
of final voter turnout and to
publish the total number of vot-
ers in each constituency. The
Congress questioned the hig dif-
ference between the real time
voter turnout data and the final
figures released by the ECL

= them following charges of violatiog

MUKESH RANJAN 5 e e

WITH just two phases of the Lok Sabha polls
left, the Election Commission of India on
Wadnesday issued advisories to BJP national
president J P Nadda and Congress chief Mal-
likarjun Kharge and admonished their star
campaigners, saying their utterances “follow
patterns and create narratives, which can be
damaging beyond the MCC period”

In separate letters to them, the ECI said,
“Technical loopholes or extreme interpreta-
tions of other palitical parties’ utterances can-
not discharge star campaigners from the core
responsibility of their own cantent, which
ought to be corrective to the ongoing discourse
and not further plummeting the quality of cam-
paign discourse.”

The ECI was responding to the res
Nadda and Kharge to its earli

of :m Mod
el Code of Conduct by Pri I\.uvmu ]
Modi and Congress Rahu
Both-Nadda and Kharge stoutly de nd(-d their
respective party’s campaigning method and
their star campaigners. But the ECI found the
utterances by the star campaigners “not tena-
ble™. It directed Nadda to convey to the BJP’s
star campaigners not to make sches along
religious or communal lines. It also directed
parties to desist from making potentially divi
sive statements regarding the socio-economic
composition of defence forces




"SUOTI08[R BYqES HO

“610% 243} UT MO[ SeM JnouIng

a3} ateym ‘suotje)s Suryod 717

e agejusotad SUrjoA 8y} 8sea1dur
0} Sem 1 puryaq espl oy,

-1 Aep U0 BWIYS WO

o peSgeq sem UoRIpadxa sy,
‘STUOT}e00] JUSISIIP I8 S12)0A JO
Spuesnouy} 0} Jusur.iedap WOTos[8
8ye3s U3 4q paredaxd spied uon

“EJTAUL, PANGLYSIP OSTe (TYSY

J18pLI-00 STY PUE [e] j9adsep
*KoRID0WAP JO ATATISO]
a3 ut aedronred pue jno

aw0) 0} afdoad s)eATIOUI 03 S}I0HR
Je0a8 speur £a1]) JEU)} pIES vﬁ.

SIap1I 31} pole[nieIsuo) STen

“ezey] Ul YLISURY [I1} WYy yim - -

poe[o&d oym 1Ids UT SN0 Teao]
a1} Aq paurof os[e a1eM A8y,

'sABp 9ATNOBSUOD

U0 8013 132 PUBSNOU} ST

8A0qE FUIPLI pUe 13qqI3] ﬂsoh_.._ ageEa a1qeaojom 15948y
Surss010s5110 SUTUSAS ABPUOIN  SPIIoM aYj 0} E&o osTe e,

uo SuesSmyse], payoeal Loy, ' *gZe3] pue Opwng ‘0ad-SU0yI9Y

"PTes 19 pansst  ‘00j3Ue M) -TIeYOIEY ‘Iedeueaeyq

E&Eﬁg (gepos) yrumey  ‘Lmop ‘mdurey ‘epURNIEN

Kepsan] uo ous1p mds pue Aeye]
Jo Buebiysey uj (aj) |med Joaidser [eyorRIlH J0j U0d| 5,03

‘Soanyy, “equrys Aq Surssed

131dS Jo urel1s) ysno} a ut siep
USASS Ul Un{ 09 PR[o42 onp 2y,

TININ [OTYSY 3STT049-00

* ST Aq peruediliodoe sem

j9aadsep ‘Suruase Aepuoy Uo aje|

SueSryse], e papnouod ‘TpUen

woiy zeydeasojoyd reuorssajoid e

PUE 3ST[249 PIAE U ‘[ed jseadser

* . UOJJ UOTIOS[H 8}E}S, A}

£q uonrpadxa ayy Jey} pres 3Ie9

1[S83UEJA[ 130IQ) [BI0J0RTH JBTUD i

‘Aepsanf, uo pres s[eryjo

~ “9orysip pids pue neye w
1pooq Surod 3say31y S, pHIOM
a1} ‘SueSIYSE], payoes sI9)0A
Suonue ssaUBIEME 9)LAID

0} E[WYS UIoJJ Jusur.iedap
U0T}I93[8 Ysapelq [BYoeuiiy
oy} Aq yy0.pesdeny

&y -  monIpadxa SUIoAd ¥ :VIMIHS

17004 NmmEuE mﬁto% ﬁm:cmsé 8%@& sjjod
Jo ssauaipmp Sunpald 10f uonipadxa sutdd)

Eo® ‘o TOTeQ IRV RT



DT Next
? 3 MAY 2024

.Avold cmnal

Neaﬂyamonthaftaritlsaued
mmBJPmsaientJP
on opposi charge that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
gavbadivismapeechin
's Banswara, the poll

* star campaigners to desist from
eampaigning on religious and

It also asked theBJPto stop
campaign speeches that may
divide society.

Along with Nadda, the EC had
issued a similar notice to
Congress president Kharge
asking him to respond to the
complaints filed by the BJP
against him and the main
opposiﬁon party’s senior leader

their remarks.

'l'he Election Commission
also rejected his defence and
asked the Congress not to
politicise defence forces and
make potentially divisive
statements regarding socio-eco-
nomic composition of the
armed forces.

* It also asked the Congress to

ensure that its star campaigners

and candidates do not make

statements which give false
impression that the Constitution
may be abolished or sold.
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