¥ ‘ '."\ w

JDesad-.

GOvt. amends rule
to restrict access
to polling footage

New changes

The Centre has amended Conduct of Election Rules to rastrict

aThe Election Commission | = The move comes

: mentions | afterarecent

loes, | diraction to the EC
| bythe Punjab and

rder { Haryana High Court
Y, | toshareall docu-

| ments related to

‘| Haryana Assembly

Elections, including &%

| CCTV footage:

public access to a section of poli documents

Sreeparna Chakrabarty

NEW DELHI

The Centre has amended
- prevent misuse of CCTV

the Conduct of Election
Rules to restrict public ac-
cess to a section of poll
brought into effect through
a notification issued by the
Ministry of Law and Justice
on Friday following a re-
commendation by the
Election Commission.

Rule 93(2)(a) of the 1961
Conduct of Election Rules
had earlier stated that “all
other papers relating to the
election shall be open to
public inspection”. After
the amendment, it reads,
“all other papers as speci-
fied in these rules relating

to the election shall be

~ open to public inspection.”

While officials said the
rule has been amended 1o

footage of polling stations,

RTI activists have termed it

a setback to transparency.
The move follows a re-

 cent direction to the EC by

the Punjab and Haryana
High Court to share all doc-
Assembly polls, including
treating CCTV footage also
as permissible under Rule
93(2), to a petitioner
named Mahmoud Pracha.
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Rule changed to restrict
access to polling footage

According to a senior EC official, “The rule men-
tioned election papers. The election papers and
documents do not specifically refer to electronic
records. In order to remove this ambiguity and

- considering the serious issue of violation of secre-

cy of vote and potential misuse of CCTV footage of
insjde of the pelling station using artificial intelli-
gence by a single person, the rule has been
amended.”

He said, “Sharing of CCTV footage may have se-

' rious repercussions, especially in sensitive regions

like Jammu and Kashmir, naxal-affected regions,
etc., where secrecy is important. Lives of voters
may also be at risk. All election papers and docu-
ments are otherwise available for public

£l inspection.”

“Candidates in any case have access to all docu-

_ ments, papers and records. Even Mr. Pracha was

entitled for all the documents and records from
his Constituency when he contested as a candi-
date in Lok Sabha Elections 2024, the official
said, adding that nothing has been amended in
the rules in this regard.

‘Setback for transparency’

However, RTI activists have said it was a setback to
transparency. “Huge setback for transparency!
Modi government amends Rule 93(2) of Conduct
of Elections Rules to restrict people’s right to ac-
cess election related records after High Court or-
ders disclosure! Applications we filed in May 2024
under Rule 93(2) for copies of Form 17C are still
pending,” transparency activist Anjali Bharadwaj
said.
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Change in election
conduct rules erodes
integrity, says Cong. .

The Law Ministry had changed Rule 93(2)(a) of the 1961 Conduct of
Election Ruiles; move of the EC will be challenged legally, says Congress

The Hindu Bureau o e The EC, instead

e Fis o of complying
i < 8 with the verdict, rushes
nfrd:y“gs’;}f ] ' toamend the law to
change in rules re- curtail the list of what

garding the conduct of

can be shared. Why is EC

elections is “a vindication —” ~+ afraid of transparency?
of our assertions regafdjng ~ JAIRAM RAMESH
the rapidly eroding integri- - Congress communication chief
ty of the electoral process
managed by the Election : ;
Commission of India (EC)”.  Rule 93(2)(a) of the 1961 dia in recent times, this is
Congress communica- Conduct of Election Rules it. Sunlight is the best disin-
tion chief Jairam Ramesh, under the Representation fectant, and information
inapostonX,taggedame-  ofthe People Act,1951. Ear-  will restore faith in the pro-
dia report that claimed lier, the said rule stated cess —areasoning the Pun-
that the Union Law Minis-  that “all other papersrelat- jab and Haryana High
try, in consultation with  ing to the election shall be = Court agreed with when it
the EC, effected a change  open to publicinspection”.  directed the EC to share in-
in the rules after the Pun- However, it has now been formation that it is legally
jab and Haryana High changed to read: “all other required to do so with the
Court asked the EC to sup-  papersasspecifiedinthese  public,” said Mr. Ramesh.
ply all information includ-  rules relating to the elec- “Yet the EC, instead of
ing video and CCTV foot- tionshall be opento public complying with the judg-
age permaining to a. inspection”. ment, rushes to amend the
particular beoth in the re- “If there was ever avin- law to curtail the list of
cent Haryana Assembly dication of our assertions what can be shared. Whyis
polls to the petitioner. regarding the rapidly erod-  the EC so afraid of transpa-
On Friday, the Law Mi-  ing integrity of the electo- rency? This move of the EC
nistry, through a Gazette ral process managedbythe will be challenged legally
notification, had changed  Election Commission of In-  right away,” he added.
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Govt tweaks poll
rule, bars e-docus
from public view

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 21

The Central govern-
ment has amended an
election rule to pre-
vent public inspection
of certain electronic
documents such as
CCTV camera and
webcasting footage as
well as video record-
ings of candidates, to

prevent their misuse. -

Union law ministry
has amended “Rule 93”
of the “Conduct of

- Election Rules, 19617,
to restrict the type of

“papers” or docu-
ments open to public
inspection. The

Election Commission
(EC) has done this on
the basis of the recom-
mendation. According
to Rule 93, all “papers”
related to elections
shall be open-to public
inspection.

The amendment
inserts “as specified in
these rules” after
“papers”.

Law ministry and EC

officials  separately
explained that a case
in court “triggered™
the amendment. -
While  documents
such as nomination
forms, appoinfment of
election agents, results
and election account
statements are men-
tioned in the “Conduct
of Election Rules”,
electronic documents
such as CCTV camera
footage, web casting
footage and video
recording of candi-
dates during the Model
Code of Conduct
period are not covered.
“There have been
instances where such
electronic records
have been sought, cit-
ing the rules. The
amendment ensures
that only papers men-
_tioned in the rules are
available for public
inspection, and any
other document that
has no reference in the
rules is not allowed for
public inspection,” an
EC functionary said.
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Candldates will
not get poll booth
CCTV footage: EC

Tines News NETWoRK

New Delhi: Election Commis-
sion hasbrought changesinan
glectoral rule to specify that
CCTV footage of poll booths
willnot comeunder thecatego-
ry of ‘documents’ to be made
available to contestants and
the general public. Before the
amendment, the provision un-
der Section 93(2) of the Con-
duct of Election Rules said,
“allotherpapersrelatingiothe
election shall be open to public
mspectmn with court per-

Thechange; . trigge-
-redaﬁerPumaband

high court recently dmacted'

EC to provide copies of requi-
red documents related to the
Haryanaassembiyelecuonsto
advocate Mehmood Pracha.
He had filed a petition seeking
the videography, CCTV came-
rafootageand copies of Forms

17-C Partsand D related to the
conduct of elections.

The existing rules do not
contain any specific mention
or obligation on part of EC to
provide any videographic re-
cord or CCTV footage to the
public. Thedetailed rules have
a list of records or documents

CURBING PUBLIC
SCRUTINY OF E-RECORDS

which canhemadeavaﬂableto
the general pubhe, after direc-
tionsfroma cempetent court,
Congress was guick to
latch on tothe changes and ac-
cused the Miodlgovt and EC of
hurting transparency and ero-
dingtheintegrity of theelecto-
ral process, but EC said it was
done to protect the pnvacy of
voters andforthe:rsafetx

b'l‘oavoidmisdﬂef P13

CCTV footage restricted to avoid mischief. EC *

>»FromP1

riday’s amendment has

added a Iine where Sec-

tion 93, in sub-section (2),
in clause (a), after the word
‘papers’, the words ‘as speci-
fied in these rules’ shall be in-
cation, EC has made it clear
that ‘papers’ would not in-
clude any documents or elec-
tronic records which have not

besn specified in therules.
Congress spokesperson
Jairam Ramesh, whileshar-
ing the gazette notification
on hissocial mediaaccount,
said his party would chal-
lenge this amendment in
courts ‘right away’. He said,
“If there was ever a vindica-
tion of our assertions re-
garding the rapidly eroding
integrity of the electoral
process managed by the EC

inrecent times, thisisit.”
EC sources, however, jus-
tified the changes and said
restriction of makingavaila-
ble CCTV footage to anyone
was to avoid mischief and for
thesafety concernsof voters.
Allelection papers and docu-
ments are otherwise availa-
ble for public inspection.
Candidates in any case have
access to all documents, pa-
persand records. 2
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Poll rule tweaked
to restrict public
view of e-records

MNEW DELHI: The government
has tweaked an election rule
to prevent public inspection
of certain electronic
documents such as CCTV
cameras and webcasting
footage as well as video
recordings of candidates to

prevent their misuse.

Based on the recommendation
of the Election Commission
(EC), the Umon law ministry on
Friday amended Rule 93(2)(a) of
-the Conduct of Election Rules,
1961, to restmtthetype of “pa-
pers ardﬁcumenhmpenmwb—
lic inspection.

AcmrdmgwRuleﬂa all "pa—
pers” shall be open fo inspee-
~ tion. The amendment inserts

odare:mtwvered.
“CCTV coverage and web-

A &smrgafpoﬂmg stations are
- not carried out under Conduct

of Election Rules but are the re-

: _‘ mﬂt@stepstambymmcm,

the Model ode of Conduct per- :
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Amendment to
poll rules on
inspection; Cong
to move court

NEW DELHI: The Congress on
Saturday hit out at the Election
Commission for tweaking an
election rule to prevent public
inspection of certain electronic
documenis such as CCTV
camera and webeasting footage,
asking why the poll panel was
afraid of transparaney,

Cengress general secretary in-
charge communications Jairam
Ramesh said the party would legal-
Iy challenze amendment.

“If thers was sver a vindication
of our assertions regarding the rap-
idly eroding integrity of the elector-
al process managed by the Election
Commission of India (ECD) in re-
cent times, this is it,” Ramesh said
imapostonX.

The government has tweaked an
election rule to prevent public in-
spection of certain elecfronic docu-
ments such as CCTV camera and
webcasting footage as well as video
recordings of candidates to prevent
their misuse. ;

Based on the recommendation of
the poll Danel, the Union law minis-
try has amended Rule 93 of the Con-
duct of Election Rules, 1%, fo re-
strict the type of “papers” or docu-
ments open to public inspection,
According to Rule 93, all “papers”
related to elections shall be open to
public inspection. :

The amendment inserts “as spec-
ified in these rules” aftar “papers”.
Ramesh said sunlight was the best
disinfectant and information would
restore faith in the process - a rea-
soning Punjab and Haryana High
Court agreed with when it directad
the ECI to share ail information it
was legally required fo with the
public.

“Yet, the ECI, instead of comply-
ing with the judgment, rushes to
amend the law to curtail the list of
what can be shared,” he saig.

“Why is the ECI so afraid of
{ransparency?” the Congress gen-
eral secretary asked. Transparency
and openness are key in exrosing
and eliminating corruption and un-
ethical practices and information
restores confidence in the process,
Ramesh noted.
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