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EC approves Ajay Kumar
Singh as new Jharkhand DGP

The Election Commission of India on Monday
approved the appointment of Ajay Kumar Singh
as the Jharkhand Director-General of Police
(DGP). Mr. Singh, a 1989-batch officer of the
Indian Police Service, is the senior-most officer in
the cadre. He was selected from the panel of
three IPS officers sent by the State government
after the EC had ordered immediate removal of
Acting DGP-Anurag Gupta on October 19, sources
said.
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Bid to include bogus
volers: Sena-UBT

Mumbai: After the Congress,
. the Uddhav Thackeray-led
- Shiv Sena has alleged tam-
pering with the voters’ list
ahead of the Maharashtra
Assembly polls. While the
Congress raised objection
over the deletion of names’
from the electoral rolls, the
Shiv Sena(UBT) on Monday
claimed there were attempts
to include bogus names in
- the voters’ lists across 150
Assembly constituencies
which the BJP was planning
to contest. “The BJP has
scrutinised the voting pat-
terns in the past and identi-
~ fied some 10,000 voters’
names for deletion. The
party is replacing those
* names with bogus ones,”
said an editorial of Saamana,
the Shiv Sena(UBT) mouth-
piece. “The BJP workers are
using Aadhaar card numbers
of people who reside in
Madhya Pradesh or Chhattis-
garh to include their names
in Maharashtra,” it said.
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MVA allies likely to finalise
seats for Maha polls today

CEC reviews candidates for J'khand, Maha elections

DC CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs.
NEW DELHI, OCT. 21

The Congress’ Central
Election Committee (CEC)
convened meeting on
Monday in New Delhi to
finalise candidates for the
upcoming Maharashtra
Assembly polls. The Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) con-
stituents would meet on
Tuesday in Mumbai
where the final seat-shar-
ing deal for the
Maharashira Assémbly
polls would be sealed.
AICC in-charge of state
Ramesh Chennithala said
that after the seat-sharing
deal is sealed at an MVA
meeting scheduled at 3 pm
on Tuesday in Mumbai,
another CEC meeting will
be held on October-25.
Speaking after the meet-
ing, Maharashtra
Congress chief Nana
Patole said, “Today, we
discussed 63 seats. There
will be a screening com-
mittee = meeting on
October 25, and on the
same day the CEC meet
will be held and every-

- democracy,”

. CEC ALSO reviewed
the party’s list of candi-
dates for the upcoming
Jharkhand Assembly
elections

thing will be finalised.
Tomorrow, - Balasaheb

Thorat will meet Sharad

Pawar and Uddhav
Thackeray” :
Mr Patole said the issue

of the alleged removal of
people’s names from elec-
toral rolls in various parts
of the state was discussed
during the CEC meeting,
and it was decided that

"the party will file police

complaints where such

: ﬁ-levances have come to

ght. He said the Election
Commission should take
cognisance of this.

“Tt was discussed as to
how the-BJP is throttling
Mr Patole
told reporters after the
CEC meeting. :

The meeting, held at the
All-India Congress
Committee (AICC) head-
quarters, was attended by
party president

Mallikarjun Kharge, for-

mer Congress chiefs
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi, Congress general
secretary K.C. Venugopal,
Maharashtra Congress’
president Nana Patole and
AICC in-charge of state
Chennithala. .

Insiders said that out of
the 63 discussed, the CEC
has cleared 52 seats. The
first list of candidates is
expected to be released by
October 23, with the
Congress likely to contest
around 110 seats as part of
the Maharashtra Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) alliance.

Last week, the
Congress’screening com-
mittee had ' shortlisted
names for 62 seats in
Maharashtra for CEC con-
sideration. At  today’s

. meeting, the discussion

centred around 63 seats.
The CEC also reviewed

the party’s candidate list
for the upcoming
Jharkhand Assembly

polls, where the Congress
is contesting 29 seats.
Sources indicate that 18
seats have been finalised,
with another meeting
expected later this week.
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