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BJP leader hits
out at DMK

over CB-CID
interrogation

COIMBATORE

BJP Tamil Nadu treasurer
S.R. Sekhal' on Tuesday
said that his imen'ogation
by the CB-CID in connec-
tion with the seizure of
~ around ¥4 crore in Tamba-
ram last month showed the
“mala fide attitude” of the
DMK
A team of CB-CID offi-
cials interrogated Mr. Sek-
har at his residence in
Coimbatore on Tuesday in
connection with the sei-
zure of cash from suspect-
ed supporters of the BJP’s
Tirunelveli Lok Sabha can-
- didate, Nainar Nagenthi-
ran. “This is not party mo-
ney, and hence, we have
approached the court, ar-
guing that the BJP should
not be investigated for it.
Further, 1 sent a letter to
the CB-CID on Monday,
seeking 10 days' time for
the interrogation, as I have
party work till Jine 1. And
yet, they came to my house
this morning without any
notice,” he alleged.

“I answered their ques-
tigns. I do not want them
to think that I am running
away from the interroga-
tion,” he said. “The offi-
cials asked unrelated ques-
tions. It looks like they are
interrogating me because
of presstre from the DMK
| government,” he said.
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EC censures former judge-tum(;d:ﬁJl;_
candidate, bars campaign for 24 hours |

The Hindu Bureau

as a “low-level personal at- |
NEW DELHI/KOLKATA

tack™. |

The former judge said
The Election Commission

he had written to the poll

(EC) on Tuesday censured body requesting it to re-
former Calcutta High Court consider its decision, fail-
judge and BJP candidate ing which he would ap-
&om'i‘mnh:ka&stBen ‘ " proach the courts to quash
gal Abhijit Gangopadhyay Cas SV e . the notice.
for his remarks Al R The poll body had stat-
Chief Minister Mama ; .= A ed that it “painfully notes
Banerjee. : &g the fact that such abomina-

* Mr. Gangopadhyay has ’4 o = ble words have come from
been barred from cam- G TR : someone of Gangopad-
paigning for 24 hours be- P candidate Abhijit Gangopadhyay campaigning hyay’s educational and
ginning 5 p.m. on Tuesday.  for the Lok Sabha election in East Medinipur. Ani professional background

In its order, the poll bo- : and hence does not re-
dy also asked BJP president former Calcutta High Court  comment was found to be deserve any benefit
J.P. Nadda to issue an advi-  judge based on a com- “beyond dignity in every  of the doubt.”
sory on behalf of the party  plaint by the Trinamool sense of the term” and “in The EC asked him to re-
to all candidates and cam-  Congress for his remarks bad taste”, and prima facie main careful in his public
paigners to make sure that  against Ms. Banerjee while  violative of the provisions  utterances during  the
such a lapse does not recur addressing a public meet-  of the Model Code of Con- campaign.
during the campaign. ing in Haldia on May 15 duct and its advisory to

The EC had issued a In its notice, the EC had political 7 CONTINUED ON
show-cause notice to the said Mr. Gangopadhyay’s It described the remark  » pages i
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Bengal BJP candidate

“The Election Commission hasdeth::xed me
this order. I take this very seriously 3 Mr. Gango—d
padhyay told the media on Tuesday. “I will, under
no circumstances, accept the defamation this EC
! 2 :_m.assem d
m%erenlorm??m leaderms:mmdn' Adhikari said the EC
should issue an order against Ms. Banerjee first for
her alleged remarks against the women of San-
deshkhali, which he daipedprovoked Mr. Gango-
’s comments against the CM. B
“The same action should be taken by the Elec-
tion Commission against Mamata Banerjee_and_
her nephew (Abhishek Banerjee),” Mr. Adhikari 1

s’ the Trinamool Congress has not com-
mented on the EC’s order yet, it badearherpro’t-
ested vehemently against Mr. Gangopadhyay’s
comments. “Disrespecting women has become
part of Modi’s guarantee,” senior party leader
id.
mﬂ?m D:?:Sabha constituency in Purba
Medinipur district, where Mr. Gangopadhyay is in
the fray on a BJP ticket, gpestoﬂlepollsonmyzs
in the sixth phase of the ong_oing parl_iammtary
election. Mr. Gangopadhyay is contesting alg?:mst
Debangshu Bhattacharya of the Trinamoo ;al:_
gress, and Sayan Banerjee of the Communist
ty of India-Marxist (CPEM).

»
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Vote for a change

Kashmiris have sought to use the ballot
box to seek change from the status quo

T he voter turnout in the Srinagar and Bara-

mulla constituencies in the Kashmir val-

ley — Anantnag-Rajouri is to vote on May
25 after the Election Commission of India post-
poned the election — is well below the national
average. While Srinagar registered only 38.5%,
preliminary figures from Baramulla indicate a
turnout of 59.1%. The national average for the
first four phases was 66.95% and 61.61% in the
fifth phase, according to early trends. Yet, these
numbers in the Valley are salubrious compared
to the past — 13% in Srinagar and 34.6% in Bara-
mulla in 2019. Baramulla registered its highest
turnout since 1984 (61.1% participation). In the
last six years, the elected Assembly was dis-
solved, the erstwhile State of Jammu and Kash-
mir bifurcated into two Union Territories, the
special status of the province abrogated by the
BJP-led Union government, and the Valley sub-
jected to months of Internet shutdowns. Scores
of politicians were also arrested. Kashmir still re-
mains India’s most securitised region with recur-
ring militant violence. While local body elections
have been held since then, the general election is
the first major poll with significant contestation
mvolving the Valley’s mainstream polity.

Should the increase in turnout be read as a sig-
nificant reduction in the alienation of the Kash-
miri people? The answer is not unambiguous. A
substantive section of the voters who turned out
have sought a change in the status quo. The lim-
itations on political activity in the Valley since
2018 have constrained citizens who have had it-
tle recourse to airing their grievances due to the
absence of legislative representation in the As-
sembly. Thus, livelihood concerns have not been
sufficiently addressed, and the greater electoral
participation now reflects the need for represen-
tation of the electorate’s voices. Union Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah has stated that the higher poll-
ing in these two constituencies is the “greatest
testament to rightness” of abrogating the special
status that was enshrined in Article 370 — a state-
ment devoid of reason. A truer reflection of the
support for the abrogation would have been a fa-
vourable mandate for parties endorsing the
move, but the BJP did not even field candidatesin
the Valley. It is clear that it saw the writing on the
wall in terms of how it was perceived in the re-
gion. Mr. Shah and the BJP should not misinter-
pret the reasons for the increase in voter partici-
pation. The voices in the Valley have given way to
some using the ballot box as a medium to get the

_ region out of its political morass. The Indian state
must listen and make amends.
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EC censures West
Bengal BJP candidate

“The Election Commission has defamed me with
this order. I take this very seriously,” Mr. Gango-
padhyay told the media on Tuesday. “I will, under
no circumstances, accept the defamation this EC
order has caused me,” he asserted.

Senior BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari said the EC
should issue an order against Ms. Banerjee first for
her alleged remarks against the women of San-
deshkhali, which he claimed provoked Mr. Gango-
padhyay’s comments against the CM.

“The same action should be taken by the Elec-
tion Commission against Mamata Banerjee and
her nephew (Abhishek Banerjee),” Mr. Adhikari
said.

Although the Trinamool Congress has not com-
mented on the EC’s order yet, it had earlier prot-
ested vehemently against Mr. Gangopadhyay’s
comments. “Disrespecting women has become
part of Modi’s guarantee,” senior party leader
Santanu Sen had said.

The Tamluk Lok Sabha constituency in Purba
Medinipur district, where Mr. Gangopadhyay is in
the fray on a BJP ticket, goes to the polls on May 25
in the sixth phase of the ongoing parliamentary
election. Mr. Gangopadhyay is contesting against
Debangshu Bhattacharya of the Trinamool Con-
gress, and Sayan Banerjee of the Communist Par-
ty of India-Marxist (CPI-M).
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EC to deploy 99 compames of
central forces ahead of WB polls

- tions, 2, 678{ar01md17%)have

> NEWS Nzrwoax
T oF been marked ‘critical’. There

Kolkata: The Election Com-
mission is plannmgto deploy
919 companies of central
forces and 29,448 state pohce-
men for phase 6 polling in
Bengalon Saturday.

This will the highest num-

ber of forcestobedeployedin

a phase so far in these elec-
tions, sourcessaid. Ameeting
on deployment of security
forces washeld on Tuesday.
On May 25, polling will be
held in Tamluk, Contai, Gha-
tal, Jhargram, Midnapore,
Purulia, Bankura and Bish-
nupur Lok Sabha seats.
Among the 15,619 polling sta-

will be special forces allot-
ment in Jhargram and ad-
joining districts in view of
Maoists’ presence. « Jhargram
will have 133 companies of
cena'al forms and there wﬂl

“HIGHEST 50 FAR

be elght'central forces per
booth. Purulia will have 137
companies of central forces
and 5,464 state policemen.

However, maximum de-
ploymentwillbemadeinEast
Midnapore, where 237 compa-
nies will be posted along with
Ti4 state policemen.
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g.NewBﬁhﬁTli’eaﬁh'phaseof
: Lok SAbha elections for 49 seats
§.011Mdndaxseeardedaezz%
. ng to data
avallaﬂaatloaopmonTues
3 day)whichm@ﬂse,margmal
: ly when the final data is re-
: leased by Election Commis-
i sion. In 2019, pallmﬁinthm

: U'I&Maharash&a,@djahaand
: J&K recorded higher turnout,
¢ while Ladakh and West Bengal
: registered the maximum drop.
! The overall turnout for 2019
: does not include the delimited
: seat of Baramulla, which saw
i 591% polling compared to
i 34.6% five yearsago.

: In terms of the overall per-
: centage, West Bengal regis-
; tered the highest turnout of
i 785%, but lower than the last °
: general election when voting
! was 80.1%. Bihar reported the
: lowest voting, where five seats
:  went to polls on Monday. Voting
washigherinm,parnamentary
: constituencies. Eight seats in




EC bars Gangopadhyay from

campal _ ,_

Censures HimFor

‘“Low-level Personal
Attack’ On Mamata

Dipak Dash, Debashis Konar -
&mﬂmmmlmu

© statement was a “directaffront to
meslamsofminlndiaand

- when a man was killed & 2
‘others suffered gunshot

wounds in a clash between
RJD & BJP workers in Saran
» Congress chief M Kharge
announces that INDIA bloc

| will select its PM candidate

afterpol! results | P 14

» Facing backlash for his
Puri gaffe, BIP candidate
Sambit Patra to observe a
»}dgtntumlvu s

party accountable, saying “this is
deemed as a grave failure to en-
force one of the basic conducts in,

the election campaign, even after

cleardirections from the commis- »
sion”. EC referred to its order of
April 1 and a copy sent to the BJP
president instructing - political |
parties and candidates to “refrain |

ing for 24 hours

| death in political violence

mtyofmmen :
The former judge responded
to the EC notice on Monday.
After going through his re-

. sponse, EC, mltsfourpageortler

said it was “convinced that Gan-
gopadhyay has made a low-level
attack and thus violated provi-
sions of model code of conduct”.
Observing that Gangopadhyay
committed “violation fo a worse
degree”, the poll body said women
have commanded highest respect *
in Indian society, It said the Con-
stitution and all institutions have
constantly pursued the ideas and
ideals of ensuring the rights and
dignity of womenonallfrontsand
further empowering them.

- Thepoll panel said Gangopad-
hyay’s statement was “outrightly
condemnable when used in re-
spect of any woman, not to speak
of a senior political leader and
holder of a constitutional posi-
. tion, whohe has targeted”. It add-
\ ed that he had “brought damage

from any deeds/action/ufteranc- | and disrepute to the state of West
es that may be construed asheing | Bengal that has a distinguished
repugnant to the honour and dig- | tradition of respect for women”.
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Low voter turnout not
good for democracy

s the elections to the 18th Lok Sabha covers its major portions
with voters in 428 of the 543 constituencies exercising their fran-
=) chise by the fifth of seven phases, the low turnout of voters
remains a concern for all, as reflected by the note of the Election
Commission of India. While the first four phases saw a collective 66.95 per
_cent voting, the figure for the fifth was substantially lower at 60.4 per cent.
The EC had earlier called upon voters in the fifth phase, which covered
the big cities of Mumbai and Lucknow, to shed their “urban apathy”. Its
exhortation does appear to have reverberated with the electorate, who in
their large numbers chose to skip the éxercise and either remain indoors
or go off on a tour, thanks to the extended weekend facilitated by the vot-
ing on a Monday. As per EC, Maharashtra recorded its lowest polling at
54.33 per cent; Uttar Pradesh also has a lower 57.79 per cent of voters press-
ing the button on the electronic voting machine. On the higher side, West
Bengal had a voting of 76.05 per cent. : ) s

It does not augur well for democracy, which is still a work in progress in
this country, to have almost half of its electorate say no to one of its key ele-
ments — the election. Pundits will come up with a number of reasons for

. the voter apathy, which may vary from the perception that the outcome
has already been decided and that their votes do not count or will not make
a difference to an understanding that that their lives are not going to
change, whatever the results. The “urban apathy” that the EC is worried
about has a lot to do with such thought processes which would be tough to
change in the short term. ; )

A refreshing change is seen in rural areas across the nation where polit-
ical processes are reflected in the day-to-day lives of the people. The people
there believe that they are responsible for the democratic Constitution of
the country and hence have a stake in the running of the nation. They
believe political parties are answerable to them and the vote is the tool to
send the message across. They need not be told aboyt shedding their apa-
thy; they know that they cannot afford to be apathetic or indifferent to
what is happening around them: They are the political force that has
struck at the right time in our history and sent the self-righteous, self-serv-
ing politician for refresher courses in democratic governance. India as a
nation owes them its gratitude for the safekeeping of its democracy.

The higher turnout in militancy-torn Baramulla is refreshing. At 58.17
per cent — the highest in three decades — more than half of the voters of
the constituency have come out and spoken about their choice to represent
them in the Lok Sabha. The people of the state have often been vilified for
their disinterest in the democratic process but the fact remains that given
a chance they would never let it go. It is for the government now to build
on the trust and help the state return to the national mainstream.
Elections to the state Assembly will be a fitting start to the process.
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