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' he three Parliamen-
: tary constituencies
in Chennai regis-

| tered an overall turnout of
| 55.94% in the Lok Sabha

Election 2024, according
| to data released by the

Election Commission (EC)
| on Sunday.

A total of 27.24 lakh of
| the 48.69 lakh registered
voters in the city exercised
| their franchise on April 19.
| Chennai Central Lok Sabha
constituency recorded the
| lowest turnout of 53.96%
| in the State.
| The constituency has an
| electorate of 13,50,161, of
which 7,28,614 voted on
Friday.
| In terms of voter tur-
| nout in the three consti:
| tuencies, the  highest
| (60.11%) was recorded in
Chennai North. A total of
#,99,367 votes were polled
in Chennai North, whose
[ total electorate is
| 14,96,224, Chennai South
| registered a turnout of
i 54.17%, with 10,96,026
| casting their vote, out of
the 20,23,133 registered
| volers,

Among the 18 Assembly
segments, Thousand
Lights reported the lowest
turnout of 52.16%; of the
2,35,308 registered voters,
1,22,743 cast their vote.

Rich-poor divide

Ezhilan Naganathan, DMK
MLA of Thousand Lights,
said the rich-poor divide
| was high in his constituen-
| ¢y and poor voters in 34
| low-income  settlements
| voted in large numbers
while many voters in apart-
ment complexes failed to

THE HINDU
'2 2 APR 7074

City’s three Parliamentary
constituencies record overall
polling percentage of 55.94

A total of 27.24 lakh of the 48.69 lakh registered voters in the city exercised their franchise on
\pril 19, Among the 18 Assembly segments, Thousand Lights had the lowest turnout with 5216%

£y

Faring better: R.K. Nagar in Chennai North registered the highest

Assembly segments in the city. B JOTHI RAMALINGAM

QO

vote, “One of the reasons is
that the traditional voters
of AIADMK did not show
interest as it had given the
seat to a coalition partner
[DMDK],” he said.

R.K. Nagar in Chennai
North registered the high-
est voter turnout of
66.81%, with 1,62,387 votes
polled, out of the total
2,43,068 registered voters.

The number of men vo-
ters (13,74,083) is marginal-
ly higher than the number
of women voters
(13,49,545) in the three Par-
liamentary constituencies.
Of the total 1,462 electors
categorised as ‘Others’ on
the rolls across the three
constituencies, only 379
cast their vote, wh'ch
amounts to 25,92%.

The city's total voter tur-
nout in the 2019 Lok Sabha
election was 60,16%. Of

The reasons will be
analysed. Without the
SVEEP campaign, the
number of votes polled
could have beenlower
J. RADHAKRISHNAN

District Election Officer and GUC
Commissloner

that, Chennai North polled
64.10%, South polled 58%,
and Central 58.72%, ac
cording to the data of the
Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion. The percentage has
dipped in all three consti-
tuencies this year.

At the EC’s ‘Conference
on Low Voter Turnout’ in
New Delhi on April 5, the
officials of the Chennai Dis-
trict Election Office high-

lighted the proposals for

voter turnout of 66 81% among the

SVEEP (Systematic Voters'
Education and Electoral
Participation)  activities
and said that with these ac-
tivities, the turnout would
increase by 10% this elec-
tion. An analysis of pre-

vious elections found float: |

ing population, frequent
transfers and travelling,

and GCC Commissioner J.
Radhakrishnan said: “The
reasons will be analysed.
Without the SVEEP cam-

paign, the number of votes |
polled could have been
lower. [n the long run, offi- |

cials expect a possible in-
crease in the level of
awareness among citizens
on the importance of vot-

ing.”
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Voter turnout marginally better
among women than men in LS poll

' (:9 85% of women electors and 69.38% of men electors exercised their franchise on Friday; women voters were ahead by 0.27 percentage points;

: bouring seats
\[nn: than 75% of women electors voted in 9 constituencies and relatively fewer women voted in 3 Chennai constituencies and neigh I

N. Sai Charan
| CHENNAL

n Tamil Nadu, women
l voters surpassed men
voters by a thin mar-
gin of 0.27 percentage
points in exercising their
franchise in the 2024 Lok
Sabha election, the polling
for which was held on Fri-
day, according to the re-
vised turnout data released
by the Election Commis-
sion of India on Sunday.
The total turnout now
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In the ‘others'
category, the highest
percentage of voters
was reglstered in
Karur (62.22)

Chennal South, where the
incumbent  Thamizhachl
Thangapandian of the
DMK faced off against ).
Jayavardhan, a former
AIADMK MP, and Tamillsai
Soundararajan of the BJP,
the difference between
men and women voters
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vote at nine seats - Dhar-
mapuri, Kallakurichi, Ka-
rur, Perambalur, Chidam-
baram (SC), Namakkal,
Salem, Villupuram (5C)
and Arani. However, wo-
men who voted were rela-
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milarly in Sivaganga, wo-
men volers were 8.11 per-
centage points more than
men volers.

Others category 3
In the ‘others’ category,

less in the three centage points between equal percentage of wo- Chennai Central, Sripe- and women voters was the highest percentage of
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Male voters in the city out-
numbered  their female
counterparts with a slen-
der margin in the Lok
Sabha elections held on
Friday. The final con-
stituency-wise data
released by Election
Commission of India (ECDH
on Sunday shows that at
least 14,74 lakh male voters
exercised their franchise,
while 1349 female voters
utilised their democratic
rights in the city As many
a8 3749 trans people also cast
their votes

In South Chennai, 544 lakh
women and 5,53 lakh men
voted, A total of 4.47 lakh
women and 4.51 lakh men
voters turned up in North
Chennal polling booths.,
Central Chennal, which
recorded a poor polling,
witnessed 4.57 lakh women
and 3.70 lakh men voter
turnout,

In North Chennal, the
Thiruvottiyur  assembly
segment, which recorded
6285 percent (otal polling,
registered  the ighest
women voter turnout of
86,474 and 87 468 men

Dr. Radhakrishnan Nagar
assembly constituency,
which Is the top segment in
terms of voter turnout in
the city with 66.81 percent,
recorded  the highest
women  turnout (82.847)
than men (79500). A total of
84,763 women and 06,6672
men cast thelr votes in
Perambur  constituency
Kolathur recorded 78,052
women turnoul and 8002
men. In Thiru VL Ka
Nagar, 60,291 women and
61,341 men utilised their
democratic > right,
Royapuram assem

ment registered the ﬂiﬁan
turnout of women in North
Chennal with 64,567 and
06,200 men.,

In South Chennal with
5417 percent voler turnout,

Sholinganallur (5634 per-
cent) witnessed highest
women polling with 182
lakh E:mw 1.86 lakh men
turned up to vote. T ZEq:
53.56 percent) had the
est women turnout with
61501 and 62085 men. In
Saldapet (5336 percent),
71326 women and 72371
men voted., Virugambakk.
am (54 percent) recorded
74980 women and 76,276
man votes. A total of 84,212
women and B4.2868 men
voted in Velachery (5534
ot )
n Cesitral Chennal, Harb-
our comstituency (54.18) re-
corded lowest [emale and
male voter turnouwt of
43,589 and 49,419 respective-
ly The highest women
turnout was recorded in
Anna Nagar (5390 pereent)
with 73373 while 74,673
méen voted there
The women and men voting
patterns in other con-
stituencies are: Villiakkam
(total 5386  percent)-

Male voters surpass women
marginally in Chennai

polling

women: 63,951 : meri;
65,60M. FEgmaore 1. O peree-
nty women: 53,419 and men
SH5AM. Chepauk ( 54,12 por-
cent) -women: 62,277 and
men. 64,260 Thousand
Lights (52.16 percent) - wo-
men: 61,430 and men: 61,2681,
The Chennai district had
polled at least 2724 lakh
votes oul of total 48 60 lakh
in the electoral roll.

Dr Hadhakrishnan Nagar
nssembly constitusney
topped  In  the highest
turnout list with 66 57 per
cent In the last Assembly
elections as well . The voter
turnout in lnst Assembly
olections goes as: Egmors -
06,29 percent, Perambur
6265, Kolathur40 52, Thirn
Vi Ka Nugar 061, Iy
apuram 6231, Harbour -
o0, C si.::r 41, Thou-
sand Lights 584, Anna
Nagar -57.02, S.,.:E::—E
kkam- 54 23, Saida wit [ 14,
T. Nagar 86,42, Mylapore
.89 und Velachery 646
and Villlvakkam 5552,



But They
Outnumbered
Men In Polling

Across State

Omjasvin MD & Yazhiniyan| rnn

Chennai: Women outnum-
bered men in polling in Ta-
mil Nadu, In Chennai and
suburbs, however, fewer
women voted compared to
men despite being in the ma-
jority.

In Tamil Nadu on Friday,
of 6.23 crore voters, 4.34
crore voted, taking the over-
all polling to 69.72%. Of the
total voters, 2.21 crore were
women and 2,12 crore men.

Among the transgender
community, of the 8,467 vot-
ers, only 2,716 voted, a mere
32.07%.

Though women voters
were high across the state, it
was the opposite in Chennai
north, Chennai south, Chen-
nal central, Kancheepuram,
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Women voters lag behind |
men in Chennai, suburbs

GENDER GAP IN VOTING

 Constituency T Do

North Chennal 451,334 447,884

Central Chennal 3,70,660 357819

South Chennal 552,089 543,842

Sriperambudur 7.30,030 TRCE i s
Kancheepuram 6,31966 621533 | Total female voters Tumoutt of femase
Tiruvallur 723,795 LTI e ———— o
Krishnagiri 587,007 SHI3A12 Total male voters Turnout of male voter:
Dharmapuri 6,23,846 6,14,248 ! “2.12¢r
Salem 6,55,596 6,40,780

Tiruvallur, Sriperumbudur,
Krishnagiri, Salem and
Dharmapuri. In Chennai
south, 63.2% ‘'women voted
against 55% men. In Chen-
nal central, 52.4% women
voted against 55.5% men. In
Chennai north, 58.5% wom-
en voted against 61.7% wom-
en.
Mylapore MLA D Velu
sald relocation drive of
working class population
could be a reason. “We de-
molishedfiveslum board set-
tlements in Mylapore and
people were moved to the
outskirts. Many of these vot-

ers did not change their vot-
erIDsand may not havecome
back to the city to vote.”
Thousand Lights MLA N
Iizhilan said a finer demo-
graphic study was required
but added, “Working class
sectlons are direct benefici-
aries of govt schemes like
free-bus, ¥1,000 per month for

women and Pudhumai Pen,

Thittam.”

Women voted in large
numbers in southern and
Cauvery delta districts, In
Karur, Dindigul, Trichy, Pe-
rambalur, Cuddalore, Chi-
dambaram, Nagapattinam,

Mayiladuthurai, Thanjavur,
Sivaganga, Madurai, Thenli,
Virudhunagar, Ramanath-
apuram, Tuticorin, Tirunel-
veli, Tenkasl and Kanyaku-
mari, Women voters were
high.

The Kongu belt, barring
Salem, registered higher
women turnout than men. In
Salem, 6.55lakh men polled
whereas only 6.40lakh wom-
en polled. In Krishnagiri and
Dharmapuri, despite being
rural constituencies, there
was less turnout of women
because men outnumber
women here,



T MURUGANANDHAM @ Chennal

THE polling percentage in
Tamil Nadu for the Lok Sabha
elections stands at 69.72%,
Chiel Electoral Officer Satya-
brata Sahoo said on Sunday.
Since the postal voles are yet to
be included, there may be a
very minimal variation in deci-
mal points,

Of the total 6.23 crore voters
in Tamil Nadu, 4.35 crore have
exercised thelir franchise. Al-
though women voters outnum-
bered men, in terms of turnout
it was more or less proportion-
al compared to the number of
registered voters, with the dif-
ference only marginal, Of the
3.17 crore female voters, 2.22
crore (69.85%) cast their vote;
while out of 3.06 crore male vot-
ers, 2.13 crore (69.58%) exer-
cised their franchise, The data
shows, out of the total regis-
tered voters, 95.6 lakh women
and 93 lakh men have not cast
their vote.

According to the data, Dhar-
mapuri constituency polled the
highest with 81.2% turnoutand
the Chennai Central constitu-
ency polled the lowest at 53.96%.
There are 23 Lok Sabha constit-
uenecies which polled 70% and
above, while 14 constituencies
polled between 60-70%. Only
two constituencies polled be-
low 60% (Chennai South and
Chennai Central).

When asked about the possi-
ble reasons for Tamil Nadu's
inability to break its own voter
turnout of 76.56% in the 1967
Lok Sabha elections, veteran

Journalist Tharasu Shyam said,
“The Election Commission is
providing ample opportunities
for el ~ible people to enrol
" mse vesas voters, Somehow,
Lo zed e percentage of voters
fail to 1varn up for polling. It
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Poll absenteeism proportionateinmen, women

Turnout for the Lok Sabha elections stands at 69.72%; experts blame it on voter apathy, lack of faith in politicians

-

People queue up to vote at a polling booth at Kolathur on Friday | exeaess

could be due to apathy on the
part of the voters, the lack of
belief in politicians as a whole,
lack of awareness about the im-
pact of the vote, etc.”

Shyam said one of the ways
to set this right is by making
voting mandatory for all citi-
zens, as many countries have
done it. One striking trend is
that voter apathy is more prev-
alent in urban and semi-urban
areas.

“One could see this in the vot-
ing pattern, In Lok Sabha con-
stituencies which constitute
both rural and urban Assembly
segments, the voter turnout is
fairly good in rural areas while

it is not so in the Assembly seg-
ment located in urban areas,”
he pointed out.

While blaming voter apathy,
Shyam said we should also
blame the apathy of political
parties In this regard. “They
should involve themselves in
enrolling voters in a full-fledged
manner because they have the
wherewithal at the grassroots
level to do it.”

Senior journalist T Sigamani
is of the view that voter apathy
is the primary reason for poor
polling percentages. “Voter
turnout coming down is not a
good sign for democracy be-
cause, in a way, it indicates that
a section of the people are los-
ing their faith in democracy.
Political leaders made whirl-
wind campaigns for the Lok
Sabha elections. As such, we
can't say there is no awareness
about the elections and the im-
portance of voting. It is the
sheer apathy of the voters. Po-
litical parties and ECI should
work together to ensure maxi-
mum voter turnout.”
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Highest polling of 81.20 pc witnessed in D'puri

w000%. The Nilgrls 1008%, Pollachi H”) Sccks rcp“” in

CHENNAL The Blection Commisslon (EC)
on Sunday revised the final yotor
tarnout of Tamil Nadu and sald the stalo
recorded i voter turnout of (9,73 per
cent In the April 10 Lak Sabha polls,

The KO has rovised the voler turnout 0
.72 per cent, from the oarller 6040 por
cent. According 1o the data released by the
Secretariat of the Electlon Commisalon,
Dharmapurd, the Vanniyar-dominant con:
stituoncy where the presence of PMK prosi-
dent Anbumani Ramadosa’s wifo Soumlya
sploed up the three front contest, witnessed
th highest polling at #8120 per cont, Anath:
er  Yanniyar-dominant constituency
Wallakurich) witnessed 7021 per cant poll
ing. Tha other constituenclis which fall un-
der Vanniyar and Kengu-belt 1o witnessed
tha highest polling percentage above 70%,
Karur, which falls under the Kongu belt
and o native of stato BJP president K An-
namalal witnessed 7870 por comt polling.
Salem, native of ALADME strongman Fdap-
padl K Palaniswam| witnessed the 79,10 por
cent polling. Namakkal, n Kongu land, wit
nessod T8 21 per cent polling
While Perambalur witnessed 7143 per
cont, Chidamboram witnessed 1037 por
cemt, Villuptiram recorded 1052 per cont,
Arant witnessed 16,76 por cent palling,
“Kanehoaptirim 7168 por cent, Arakkon:
arnt 1419 per cont, Vellore 7183 per camt, Kr:
ishnagled 70560 per cmt, Tiravannamalal
7424 per cont, Brode 1054 per cent, Tirupur
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12.00-per-cent
-69.46-per-cent”
69.72 per cent

CHENNAL I I Tinally final, O s 117
Altar drawing flak over tho
."."'""“ dMffaronce In the data on
Famil Nadu Lok Salilin polls
vollng percontage rolonsed nl 7
pm on Felduy wnd 12,16 wm on Sl
irday, tha Blection Commission of
Tuddtn on Sunday royvised Hha
numbera yot agaln, hut this tme
hy it mora 0,24 porcontaga polnty,

As per tho data reloased by the poll
panel, th vater tuenout on o day of
polling for the Lok Sabhn oloction on
Friday §s 60,12 por cont, marglnall
higher than the 69,46 per cont (hat ft
had annovnced a day earllor

Of the 89 conntittonoles in ‘Tamll
Nadu, Dharmapurl, the  Vannl
yardominated constituaney  whera
I'MIC prestdent  Anbumnnl Rama
doss's wifo Soumlyn spleed up (he
threa cornarod contest, witnossed the
highest polling of 81.20 per conl.

» Mora on 1%

10A1%, Dindigul 71.14%, Cuddalore 7200%,

Mayiladuthural  10.00%, Naogapattinam K()Vili, (;hcnlmi q 'Ell’H over

L4%, Virudhunagar 1022%," 4 datn ro

Josed by ho K roa Hawver, cltes, In-— e MISSINgG ¢n masse

clmilngt'hnmmlnndr'nlmlmnrnwhurnllw
popuilatian and [teracy 18 high, wilnessed
mintmum polling Going by the data, Chen:
nnl, Colmbatore, Madural, Tiruchy and
Tirnolyall witnessed polling balow 70 per
cont. Chennal Conteal and Channal South
{0k Sabha conatituenclos, whora (ho pres.
anco of former unlon minlster Dayanldhi
Maran and former  Governor Tamilisal
doundararajan splced up tho threefront
contoal, wilne Thie Javeest polllng at i3.60
per cont and atfA.17 par conl, rospectivoly,

Moanwhile, Chennal North Lok Habha
conatituency witnessad (0,11 por cant,

Colmbatore, whara IMP heavywelght K
Annamalal Is contealing withossed (4.0
por cent polling.

While Tiruchy recorded 07.61 per cant
polling, Madural witnossed 7204 por conl,
“Mrunalvoll witnessed M.10 por canl,
Kannlyakumarl 0544 par cont, Tenkasl
@166 por cont, Theathu udi 00 00 por cont,
Ramanathapuram 68,10 per conl, Thonl
0,84 por cont, Blvagangn .20 por cenl,
Thanjavur 60,27 por cont, Sriperumbudur
60,25 por cont, "Tlruvallur Gi).60 por cont,”
i G data sald, Notahly, of the 6,23,33,025
olectors, 4,060,716 voters had oxoreled
thetr franchise In thelr reapoctive polling
atitlong noross the staté,

CHENMAT BJP atito unit on Bunday demanded the
Ploetion Commisston to conduet a rapolling
whare (ho volora wore removed en maase it the
last moment,

According to tho BJP atato spokesperson ANY Prasad,
the rullig DMK has miaused the government
machinary to remove the votes of Novth Indlans and
cartain communities from the voter lst In all 5 Lok
gabha conatltuenelea of Tamil Nadu through
favourable afficials,

"apeclally In Colmbatora, The Nilglrts, Pollachi,
Channal Soulh, Tirupur, Chennal North, Chennal
Contral Lok Sabha constituenclos, over several lakh
voloa haye beon eliminated where the [W1” has
chance to win, This 1s highly condemnable, The
Bloetton Commisalon authoritles ahould take
atringont aotlon agalnat (he officials who were
responaible for the antdemocratlo act,” rasad sald
1 statoment, “Tt 18 (o state government employes
and the District Collectors, who actually under the
control of the state government had conducted the
olection work complutely such na proparstion of
olectoral roll, verification, publieation of final voter
Jist andd polling. Tha DMIK haa aleo threataned that
(hey will tiaka care of the offlelala who behaye falily
oftor rllll." h added, Purthar, the 11 spokeaper son
urged the KC to eonduct repolling n those conalltuen
oles where 1o volers names wirs remaved on massa,
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Assns miffed as railway maw_ou\omm miss date with vote

CHENNAL The Election
Commission of India in the
recent Lok Sabha elections
declined to allow the
vmployees of the Railways
1o cast thelr vote by postal
ballot as the Madras High
Court pointed out that the
Jeadline, for government
empioyees engaged in
essential services 1o apply
for postal ballots, has
passed.

The rallway associations |n
the Southern Railway tells that
the right to vote Is one of the
basic rights of any citizen and

denial of the rights has hap

pened as they could not cast
their voles,

“The work of employees like
loco pilots, Assistant loco pi-

lots, Guards, AC mechanies Is
Q. Without waiting for any representation or litigation,

Election Commission of India should ensure 100 per cent voting of all
states and central government employees as first step

— V Balachandran, Central organising secretary, All Indla Loco Running Staff Assoclation

such that once they go for work
they could return after 72
hours or a minimum of 48
hours. Many such employces

ware unable to vote, as postal
vole facility was not mado
available to the erhployees of
Southern Rallway in Tamil
Nadu reglon. A petition was
filed In the High Court and

ployees Sangh.

This s not the first time the
issue [s belng debated where
the section of railway employ-
ees could not vote in the elec-
tlon. The associations request

Rallway dld not address the is-
sue properly,” sald V Gopal Kr-
ishnan, workling general secre-
tary, Southern Rallway Em-

the EC to provide the postal
ballot facility at least for the
next elections,

“"Due to employment, many

other employees are also work-
ing away from their constituen-
cies, And during the election
time railways operate special
trains so they are supposed to
work. It Is difficult for them to
travel for one day by paying the
travel expenses. IU's a matter to
be taken into consideration
when Government of India com-
pels or insist on hundred per
cent voting. [t should be ensured
on its part that thelr state and
central government employees
most particularly, for the staff
those nature is on line duties
where 24+7 services are main-
tained. Without walting for any

representation or litigeilon,
Election Commision of India
zhould ensure 100 per cent wot-
ing of all states and contral gov-
emment employees as firm
step,” said V PBalschandran
Central organising secrstury,
All India Loco Running Staff As
soclation.

When contacted, a senior of.
ficial attached to the Southern
Rallway mentioned (hat except
running staff all other had haol
iday on the election day so
that they could cast thelr vote,
And. most of the employees in
the rallways casted their vote.
he added.
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