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EVM row: SC moves
former MLAS plea
to another Bench

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A petition filed by five-time
former MLA Karan Singh
Dalal seeking directions to
the Election Commission
(EC) to lay down a pelicy or
memorandum for check-
ing and verifying the origi-
nal burnt memory or mi-
crocontroller of electronic
voting machines (EVMs)
was shuttled to another
Bench, the third in a row;
in the Supreme Court, on
Friday.

A Bench led by Chief
Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna said the petition
would be heard by a Bench
headed by Justice Dipan-
kar Datta.

On December 13, a
Bench headed by Justice
Vikram Nath had bowed
out of hearing the case af-
ter opining that the Bench
headed by Chief Justice
Khanna ought to hear it.
The opinion was based on
the fact that Justice Khanna
(as he was then) had heard
and pronounced a judg-
ment on EVMs in April.

Mr. Dalal has argued

that the original burnt me-
mory/microcontroller of
the control unit, ballot un-
it, Voter Verified Paper Au-
dit Trail (VVPAT) and sym-
bol loading unit must not
be deleted.

The April 26 judgment
directed that the burnt me-
mory of microcontrollers
of the five per cent of EVMs
can be checked and veri-
fied by a team of engineers
of the EVM manufacturers
in case of any suspicion of
tampering.

“The exercise would be
initiated on a written re-
quest from candidates who
come second or third in
the victor’s tally,” the judg-
ment had said. The appli-
cation for verification
should be sent within se-
ven days of the declaration
of the election results.



New Bench
to hear EVM
plea: GJI

NEW DELSE: The Supreme
Court on Friday said the
plea seeking a policy for
verification of electron-
ie voting machines will
be heard by a Bench
headed by Justice
Dipankar Datta in
January next year.

A Bench comprising
Chief Justice of India
(CJI) Sanjiv Khanna and
Justice Sanjay Kumar

Supreme Court Bench
consisting of Justice

Singh, appearing for the
Election Commission of
India, sought dismissal of
the plea, saying that
similar petitions for same
reliefs wers rajected
sarlier.
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ONOE Blll BJP’s Chaudhary
appointed as Parl panel chief

MEW DELHI: BJP member PP Chaud-
hary was on Friday appointed
chairman of the mega joint commit-
tee of Parliament sef up fo examine
bills proposing simultaneous
elections to the Lok Sabha and state
assemblies.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla constituted
the 39-member committee and appointed
Chaudhary, a former Union minister of
state for law and justice, as its chairman.

Eariier, Union Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal had moved resolutions in
the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha to re-
fer the Constitution (128th Amendment)
Bill and the Union Territories Laws
(Amendment) Bill to a joint committee of
the two Houses.

The government decided to increase
the committee's sirength from 31 to 39 as
more political parties expressed desive to
be part of the exercise to examine the two
draft legislations that seek to fulfil the

saffron party’s long-cherished promise of
implementing simulfaneous elections
across the nation.

Former Union ministers Anurag
Thakur, Parshottam Rupala, Manish
Tewari and several first-term lawmakers,
including Privanka Gandhi Vadra, Ban-
suri Swaraj and Sambit Patra, are mem-
bers of the committee.

The panel has 27 members from the
Lok Sabha and 12 from the Rajya Sabha.

The two ‘one nation, one election’ bills,
including one requiring an amendment
in the Constitution, laying down the
mechanism to hold simultaneous elec-
tions, were introduced in the Lok Sabha
onTueedayaﬁeraﬁerydebate.

“The government agreed that the mat-
ter is very important and it relates to the
reformation of the election process of our
country, so we agreed to include most of
the prominent political parties,” Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
told reporters.
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