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EC receives 11
requests for
EVM memory
verification

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
of India has received 11 pe-
titions for memory verifi-
cation of electronic voting
machines (ballot unit, con-
trol unit and VVPAT) from
the recently concluded
Lok Sabha and Assembly
polls. This will mean
checking 5% of EVMs in ev-
ery Assembly segment of a
Lok Sabha constituency
listed in the petitions.

This is the first time that
such requests have been
received since the Su-
preme Court order of April
24 allowing verification on
the request of the runners-
up in any election.

While eight requests
were received for the Lok
Sabha election, including
three each from the BJP
and Congress, three re-
quests were for the As-
sembly polls, according to
a statement from the EC.

“The technical Standard
Operating Procedure en-
umerating the methodolo-
gy and steps for checking

and verification of burnt

memory/microcontroller
of EVM unmits will be is-
sued,” the EC said.
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Pleas for EVM
verificati

on 8 LS seats. .
in 6 states -

VINEETA PANDEY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

Post announcement of
election results, the Ele-
ction Commission (EC)
has received eight appli-
cations -for the LS and
three for state Assembly
polls for checking/veri-
fication of burnt memo-
ry/microcontroller  of
the EVMs. The requests
have come from second
and third-position candi-
dates. Of the eight appli-
cations, three are from
BJP candidates, . three
from the Congress and
one each from the
YSRCP and the DMDK.

The applications for
the eight parliamentary
constituencies involve
six states and 92 polling
stations, while for the
Assembly elections,
three applications are
from two states involv-
ing 26 polling stations by
the losing candidates.
More applications are
expected as the last date
for filing applications is
July19. -

Following the Supreme
Court order, the ECI had
on June. 1 issued a
detailed 'standard oper-
ating procedure for the
application process, pro-
tocols for units to be
checked, safeguards and

- controls for the conduct

of the checking/verifi-
cation process and re-
quired documentation.
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Trumpets, tears and
elections: why do voters mislead

Voters sometimes deceive pollsters due to social pressures or mistrust, _

which can result in inaccurate election predictions

Sobhana K. Nair

t the end of each election season,
A there is always a closing parade of

political experts and journalists
blowing their trumpets and waving their
“told you so” flags. Then there are those
who have to eat crow. Some have the privi-
lege to do so in private and some others,
like the well respected pollster, end up
weeping on national television.

Let’s set the trumpets and tears aside
for the moment to probe the very basic
question — why do voters mislead? It is
preposterous to assume that the voters
owe the truth to pollsters or journalists.
But more often than not, especially in the
rural parts of the country, the voters open
their hearts out, wearing their political
preferences on their sleeves. And we need
to be grateful for that. Many of us, wading
into the treacherous waters of election
predictions, have been victims of the “Bra-
dley Effect.” :

In 1982, Tom Bradley, an African-Amer-
ican long-time mayor of Los Angeles, ran
as the Democratic Party’s candidate for
Governor of California against Republican
candidate George Deukmejian, a white
man of Armenian descent. Most polls in
the final days before the election showed
Bradley with a significant lead. Stunning
the pollsters, Bradley lost the polls. A post-
poll investigation found that many white
voters who claimed they would vote for
Bradley actually voted for Deukmejian.
They told the surveyors the answer that
they felt would be deemed to be more pu-
blicly acceptable and in this case, racially
correct.

This election season, we saw our own
“Bradley Effect” thanks to the fact that the
media stands widely discredited. I have
forgotten the number of times I had to
field accusations that I was working on the
‘payroll of the ruling party during this elec-
tion season. The voters often assume the
Journalist or survey agency’s political po-
sitions align with that of the ruling regime.

One group of voters who particularly

confounded the surveyors and journalists
were the Dalits. Several post-poll analysis
have shown that Dalit voters, especially
the non-Jatav sections beholden to the
Bharatiya Janata Party in the last ten
years, shifted their loyalties. The BJP’s tal-
ly has been reduced to 55 seats (from 77 it
won in 2019) out of the total 131 seats re-
served for Scheduled Castes.

To lump all Dalit voters together is an
oversimplification bordering on disres-
pect and a crime that we regularly indulge
in the name of political analysis. Being at
the bottom of the social pyramid, especial-
Iy more so in villages, where caste hierar-
chies remain more or less intact, the Dalit
voters usually remain reticent about their
choices. At Belwara Chauraha, in Gorakh-
pur, ahead of the Lok Sabha polls, I met '
Awdesh Paswan, a local contractor. He
and his friend had stopped by for a snack
at the tea stall. As I prodded & probed Mr.
Paswan and others sitting around, trying
to steer the conversation toward their pol-
itical preferences, several held forth on
dissecting the pros and cons of the two
main candidates in the fray. But Mr. Pas-
wan remained silent. His parting words to
me were, “Can’t speak here, madam, at
the chowk.” Instead, he chose to give me
his phone number, so that he could speak
his mind without fear of possible back-
lash. There are many like Mr. Paswan,
who don’t feel comfortable advertising
their political picks. And, more often than
not, the silent voters like him don’t get
counted, which leads to skewed predic-
tions.

Though not an excuse, neither journal-
ists nor survey agencies can afford to
spend more time with voters like Mr. Pas-
wan and be patient enough till they decide
to open up.

The reason journalists had a better run
than the pollsters in this season is because
unlike the pollsters, whose straitjacket res-
ponse forms run on data, we could spare a
thought for intangibles such as silence.
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EC receives applications for EVM
verification for 8 LS seats in 6 states

NEW DELHI: The Election Commission has received
eight applications from aggrieved candidates,
including those from the BJP and the Congress, for

¢ verification of tampering or modification in micro-con-
troller chips embedded in the EVMs post declaration of

Lok Sabha election results on June 4. Terming the
suspicion of manipulation of the electronic voting
machines “unfounded “, the Supreme Court had on

April 26 rejected the demand for
paper ballot system.
had opened a windo

reverting to the old
But at the same time, the top court
w for the aggrieved unsuccessful

candidates securing second and third places in the poll

results and allowed them to seek verificati
micro-controller chips embedded in
per assembly constituency,

on of
ive per cent EVMs
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I pleas received for checking burned microcontroller of EVMs

Bharti.Jain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Election
Commission has received a
total of 11 applications from
candidates defeated in the re-
cent Lok Sabha and assemb-
1y polls, seeking checking or
verification of burned mem-
ory/mierocontroller of elec-
tronic  voting machines
(EVMs) used in eight parlia-
mentary constituencies
(PCs) of six states and three
assembly constituencies
(ACs) across Andhra Pra-
desh and Odisha.

While four applications
— made in accordance with
the Supreme Court’s direc-
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= i | was sought not only for the
closely contested seats with thin
victory margins but also where
margins exceeded 2 lakh votes

tions dated April 26, 2024, al-
lowing candidates who fin-
ish second and third to seek
verification of microchips
embedded in upto 5% of
EVMs per AC on written re-
quest and payment of fee —
were filed by losing candi-
dates of the BJP, two came
from Congress candidates,
three from YSR Congress
Party candidates and one

each from BJD and DMDK
candidate.

Eight ' verification re-
quests relate to EVMs de-
ployed in 92 polling stations
across eight Lok Sabha con-
stituencies — Vizianagaram
in Andhra Pradesh, Kanker
in Chhattisgarh, Karnal and
Faridabad in Haryana, Ah-
mednagar in Maharashtra,
Velloreand Virudhunagarin

Tamil Nadu and Zahirabad
in Telangana. The other
threerequests seek checking
of EVM chipsacross26select
polling stations of Gajapath-
inagaram AC and Ongole AC
in Andhra Pradeshand Jhar-
suguda AC in Odisha..

The PCs with the most
polling-stations selected for
EVMcheckare Ahmednagar
PC (40); Virudhunagar PC
and Zahirabad PC (20 each);
Jharsuguda AC (13) and On-
gole AC(12).

Interestingly, the verifi-
cation was sought not only
for the closely contested

seats with thin victory mar- _

gins but also where margins

exceeded 2 lakh votes.

For instance, the margin
was 2.49 lakh in Vizianaga-
ram PC, 2.32 lakh in Karnal
PC from where Union minis-
ter Manohar Lal was elected;
173 lakh in Faridabad PC;
and2.16lakh in Vellore PC.In
Kanker PC, the narrow mar-
gin of 1,884 votes seems to
have prompted defeated Con-
gress candidate Biresh Tha-
kur to seek EVM chip verifi-
cation; as in Jharsuguda AC
where the BJD candidate Di-
pali Das lost to BJP rival by
1,333 votes; and Virudhuna-
gar PC where the Congress
opponent defeated DMDK
candidate by 4,379 votes.
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