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Odisha records nearly 70% turnout
amid stray incidents of violence

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

The second phase of simul-
taneous Lok Sabha and As-
sembly elections in Odisha
ended with stray incidents
of violence being reported
on Monday.

The provisional voter
turnout in the polling for
five Lok Sabha constituen-
cies and 35 Assembly seg-
ments stood at 69.34% at
11.50 p.m.

- The Bargarh Lok Sabha

70.37% Sundargarh
67?4% and Aska 60.78%.

: Chief Electoral Officer
Nikunja Behari Dhal said,

-‘*Wecame:olmuwﬁ'om_

our webcasting camera,
that there were long
queues at different polling
booths. Voting was affect-
ed in Bhanjanagar and Da-
ringbadi areas due to hea-
vy rains and hailstorms.”

The first phase of elec-

tions in the State had seen

over 75% of voters exercis-
mmmmmm
Sabha and 28 Assembly
seatson May13.

This phase seqled the
fate of b Y lead-
ers, including Chief Minis-
ter Naveen Patnaik, former
Union Tribal Affairs Minis-
ter Jual Oram, former In-
dian hockey captain and

dﬂﬁnwﬁs\'otetsqueue up to cast their votes in the Lok Sabha election in Odisha on Monday. ani

former Union Minister Di-
lip Tirkey, and State Forest
and Environment Minister
Pradip Amat.

This time, Mr. Patnaik is
contesting two Assembly
seats — his traditional Hin-
jili seat in his home district
of Ganjam and Kantabanji
in Balangir district.

While polling was going
on in the Bargarh Lok Sab-
ha constituency, an autor-

ickshaw  driver  was
stabbed to death. The mur-
der took place near Sarsa-
ra village, barely 300
metres away from the poll-
ing booth.

Though family mem- |
bers claimed this was an
outcome of political rival- |
ry, the police said the real
intent of the murder would
be ascertained only after
investigation.
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Vlolence and altercatlon
between candidates mark
West Bengal Phase 5 polling

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Amid incidents of violence
and a charged political at-
mosphere, West Bengal re-
gistered a 76.05% turnout
in the fifth phase of the Lok
Sabha election.

Among the seven Lok
Sabha constituencies that
went to the polls on Mon-
day, Arambag registered
the highest polling at
79.5%.

Isolated incidents of vio-
lence were reported from
Barrackpore, Bongaon,
and Arambagh, and pas-
sions ran high when candi-
dates contesting for Oppo-
sition  parties  were
confronted by supporters
of the Trinamool Congress.

At Dhanekhali in Hoogh-
ly district, BJP candidate
Locket Chatterjee came
face to face with Trinamool
Congress MLA Asima Pa-
tra, and slogans were
raised by both sides.

While Trinamool sup-
porters led by Ms. Patra
raised slogans of Joy Ban-
gla, the BJP’s supporters

A voter shows her ink-marked
finger after casting her vote in
West Bengal on Monday. ANi

responded with “Jai Shri
Ram”.

“You are a thief,” Ms.
Chatterjee shouted at Ms.
Patra, who responded,
“You are a dacoit” At
Chandannagar in the
Hooghly Lok Sabha Consti-
tuency, women with slip-
pers in hand tried to accost
Ms. Chatterjee.

Tension in Barrackpore
Tension prevailed in Bar-
rackpore, where BJP candi-
date Arjun Singh faced
protests by Trinamool sup-
porters and was seen using

unparhamemary language
in public. At Manirampur
in Barrackpore, the police
and Central forces had to
use force to disperse a mob
that was targeting Mr.
Singh.

In the Uluberia Lok Sab-
ha constituency, Left-sup-
ported Congress candidate
Ajhar Mullick was seen
chasing Trinamool suppor-
ters from a polling booth.

Clashes broke out bet-
ween supporters of the Tri-
namool and the BJP in the
Khanakul area of the
Arambagh constituency as
both parties clashed over
stopping polling agents
from entering the booths.
In the Gayeshpur area of
the Bongaon constituency,
local BJP leader Subir Bis-
was was allegedly beaten
by Trinamool goons out-
side a booth. He was later
shifted to hospital.

There were reports of |
violence from the Liluah |
area of Howrah, where the
BJP accused Trinamool
workers of booth jamming, |
leading to clashes between |
both groups. !
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voting slows to a crawl; many
leave wnhout castlng vote

&m&m 1ipande

MUMBAI

Despite an energetic cam-
paign for 13 Lok Sabha

seats in Maharashtra, the

Mumbai Metropolitan Re-
gion saw a low voter tur-
nout, plagued by com-
plaints of missing names,
inadequate facilities, and a
slow voting process.

Voters in several parts of
Mumbai reported waiting
in long lines for over an
hour because of the slow
voting pace. Many left
without casting their vote
owing to the lengthy wait,
compounded by the hu-
midity and scorching tem-
peratures. Maharashtra re-
corded an average polling
of 54.33% on Monday, low-
er than the 55.38% turnout
- in2019.

Of the 13 constituencies
spread across the Mumbai
region and north Maha-
rashtra, the highest tur-
nout was at Dindori in
Nashik district at 62.66%,
while the lowest was in Ka-
lyan in Thane district at
47.08% according to provi-

Wait on: Long'-queue outside a polling Station at Bandra East in
Mumbai on Monday. EMMANUAL YOGINI

sional data from the Elec-
tion Commission (EC).
“We came to the booth
at 12.30 p.m., and now it is
already 1.30 p.m. I don’t
understand how long we
need to wait. There is no
proper seating arrange-
ment, only three booths
and so many people wait-
ing,” said Sneha Kumar, a
first-time voter waiting to
cast her vote in Dharavi.
Congress leader Muzaf-
far Hussain alleged that
names of several voters
from Mira Road-Bhayandar
and Thane were missing
from the electoral rolls.
“Without verifying and

checking, the EC has delib-
erately deleted the names
of many voters from the
list,” he said.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Uddhav Thackeray and his
son Aaditya criticised the
poll body for the slow pace
of voting in Mumbai, alleg-
ing that EC officials were
delaying voting in areas
where his party tradition-
ally received more votes.

Maharashtra  Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis quickly respond-
ed to the complaints, and
urged the EC to address
the complaints of the slow
voting process in the city.
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ED alleges irregularities in
donations received by AAP

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Two documents of the En-
forcement Directorate (ED)
alleging irregularities in
the donations received by
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) during 2014-2022
from sources in several
countries surfaced on
Monday, days ahead of the
Lok Sabha election in Delhi
on May 25.

Reacting to the allega-
tions, senior AAP Leader
Atishi said that since it was
founded, the AAP had
functioned with full tran-
sparency and that every
rupee it received through
donations had been shown
to the Election Commis-
sion, the Income-Tax De-
partment, and every other
institution in the country.

Calling it a political con-
spiracy by the BJP, Ms. At-
ishi said: “The AAP has gi-
ven its reply to the CBI, ED,
MHA, and EC on this mat-
ter. Such false allegations
. brought up before the elec-
tion will not be believed by
the people of Delhi and
| Punjab who are going to
! vote.”

The papers comprise
purported details shared
by the agency with the Un-
ion Home Ministry on Oc-
tober 27, 2022, and on Au-
gust 4, 2023. They allege

AAP has given its reply
to the CBI, ED, MHA, and
EC. Such false allegations
brought up before the
polls will not be believed
by the people who are
going to vote

ATISHI
Senior AAP leader

. that the AAP received fo-

reign funds in violation of
the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act (FCRA),
the Representation of the
People Act, and the Indian
Penal Code. Political par-
ties are prohibited from
taking funds from any fo-
reign source defined under
the FCRA.

According to the docu-
ments, the AAP received
donations from those re-
siding in the United States,
Canada, Australia, New
Zealand, Norway, Germa-
ny, Switzerland, United
Kingdom, Hong Kong, Un-
ited Arab Emirates, Saudi
Arabia, and so on. It has
been alleged that real iden-
tities of many donors were
concealed and funds were
also directly deposited to
the party’s IDBI bank ac-
count. ;

The ED detected the al-

leged irregularities during
its probe into an interna-
tional cartel involved in the
smuggling of heroin from
Pakistan to India. The
agency had searched the
premises of then AAP MLA
from Bholath in Punjab,

- Sukhpal Singh Khaira, who
- was summoned as an ac-
cused to face trial, and his

associates. It seized docu-
ments purportedly con-
taining details of foreign
donations.

The agency alleged that
the scrutiny of the seized
documents revealed re-
ceipt of foreign donations
totalling to $1,19,000. In
his statement, Mr. Khaira
allegedly disclosed that the
money was collected via
overseas fund-raising cam-
paign in the U.S. organised
by the AAP in April-May
2015. ;

The ED summoned an
AAP functionary who sub-
mitted the related docu-
ments. As alleged, the
agency found that 155 per-
sons residing abroad had
donated ¥1.02 crore on 404
occasions using 55 pass-
port numbers; 71 had used
21 mobile numbers for
making total donations of
about ¥99.90 lakh on 256
occasions; and 75 donors
have used 15 credit cards
for donating over %19.92
lakh on 148 occasions.
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'SC refuses
‘woman’s plea
for postal ballot

v

Justice Bela M. Trivedi,
heading a Supreme Court
Vacation Bench, orally
remarked “everybody would
like to sit at home and cast
their votes” while dismissing a
78-year-old woman'’s plea to
exercise her constitutional
right by postal ballot.

The Bench on Monday

dismissed the plea by Sarla
Srivastav who said she was
suffering from severe
osteoarthritis in both knees
and had been bedridden for
the past three months. She
had wanted to vote by postal
ballot for elections in Bilaspur
in Chhattisgarh which went to
the polls on May 7.

Her petition was an appeal
against the Chhattisgarh High
Court’s refusal to give her
permission to vote through
postal ballot in an order on
May 6. The court had said it
was too late to do anything.

The Twes 65 TMia

Cal HC slams
C for inacti

V -on
AT

of poll conduct, Calcutta high
court said on Monday while
hearing Trinamool Con-
gress’s petition against BJP’s

allegedly offensive poll ads,
reports SubrataChattoraj.

" “Restraining the saffron

al that violates the model
code, Justice Sabyasachi
Bhattacharya held astring of
“advertisements issued by BJP
on May 4, 5, 10 and 12 in sec-
tions of the mediaas “deroga-
tory” and “slanderous”. He
said such ads must be barred
in the interest of free, fair and
untainted elections.
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In Mumbai, several film
stars, including Amitabh
Bachchan, Shah Rukh Khan,
Aamir Khan and Akshay
Kumar, were among those

who came out to vote and also
people to come out of

D’f
including

; iy y
bigwigs from the in um
houses of Tatas, Ambanis electors to come o

amlnh'lu, joined fellow citi-

JKnown' as 'Babuin”, could

cent, while Maharashtra

on had the lowest at 49.04-per

violence

numbers and exercise their

zens in the nnanclal capital. franchise to choose their Lok
Some, like finance industry Sabha rep resentatives.

veteran Parekh, also  InUttar Prad&sh where vot-
spoke about & ing took place for 14 con-
like the long wait times fa stituencies, defence minister
by people at booths, pointing Rajnath Singh (Lucknow),
out that the delay in swelter- minister for women and child
ing heat may dissuade voters development Smriti Irani
from stepping out of their }or Amethi), minister of state
housing and urban affairs

. Kishor

(Mohan}alami) minister of

jer affairs

leader
i was in the fray.from
i, represented by
1 former pa
onia Gandhi ea:

th- from Lucknow

nd is pitted against sitting
mel Party (SP) MLA
[ Lucknow  Central

; Ms}}n”lﬁl;a.bcast his
vote at a g booth in
iy Khand here and also

appealed to the people to vote.

leaden appealed to [rani, who is seeking a re
ut in large election from Amethi.

S~

Jammu and Kashmir had
54.67 per cent, Jharkhand
vecorded 63 per -cent,
Ladakh 167.15" per ‘cent,
Odisha 60.72 per cent'and
Uttar Pradesh 57.79 per
cent. = P4
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dal‘leaders respon-
sflbfé’ﬁxd censuring them for
violation of model code of
conduct (MCC), details avail-
able on its website show that
in two cases involving high-
profile leaders, the poll panel
acted or passed orders the
sima day, although it had re-

| complaints on differ-
entdates.

The first case pertains to
complaints against Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge, party leader Rahul
Gandhi and PM Narendra
Modi. Details from the docu-
ments available on EC’s web-
siteshow thaton April19, BJP

had filed a complaint against

Rahul and Kharge, alleging
“gross violation” of electoral

IMES 3

1 MAY 2026

laws, MCC and criminal laws.
It cited speeches by these two
leaderstoargueitscase,

A week later, Congress fil-
ed a complaint against Modi
alleging violation of MCC,
electoraland criminal laws, It
gave details of PM's poll
speeches in the complaint. On
April 21 and 23, CPI and CPI
(ML) filed complaints against
Modi with the poll body.

On April 25, the poll panel

simultaneously sent notices

to both Congress president
Khar-ge and BJP chief J P
Nadda, asking them to re-

INDIA

] spond by April 29. Both par-
- tiessubmitted their response,
§ ECis yet to take any decision
~ even as only two phases of

Lok Sabha elections will re- |

‘main after Monday’s pomng

The second case involves
Andhra Pradesh CM and YSR
Congress president ¥ § Ja- :
ganmohan Reddy and TDP :
chief N Chandrababu Naidu,

EC records show Reddy fil- :
ed a complaint against Naidu !
with the Andhra Pradesh :
chief election officer on April
1 mentioning objectionable
portions of his speeches and :
the CEO issued a show cause :
notice to the TDP leader on
April 8. Naidu replied to the
notice and did not deny the
words and statements made

. against Reddy. Even after the

notice, the CEO received com-
plamts of theleader violating
the MCC,




In smallest of phases, 60.3%
turnout against 62.5% in 2019

Rae Bareli, Amethi
See Higher Polling
Than Last Time

pipak Dash@timesgroup.com
Nesv Delhi: The fifth phase of
the ongoing Lok Sabha elec-
©  tions saw §0.3% voter turnout
3 t_alu.dsaxn),oompﬂmlmﬁzﬁ".
in 2019, with West Bengal regis-
i tering the highest polling of
i 747% and Maharashira wit-
nessingtheleastat54.3%

Theoverall turnout for 2019
does not include the delimited
seataf Baramulia.

Six UP seats including Rae
Bareli and Amethi recorded
higher polling than 2019. In
terms of tarnout perce: s
Baramulla in JEK saw !

Phota: K K Chaid

(80.1in2019) |

HIGHEST TURNOUTS (%)
W Bengal (7 seats) |

Ladakh )
69.6

(TL1in2019)

14.7

after

Mrashtraqsn |  Bihar®
|
543 | y
(857In2019) | (572in2019)

B Details Of All States [ P13 &

| AllsixLS: inthe city  scurce: Bection Commission's turmoet 200.

tpdated as of 11.450m

iy India’s financial capital
ranged between47.7% in Mum-
bai South and 52% in Mum-
bai North. according todataon
the EC’s turnout app. In Maha-
rashtra, where 13 seats went to
the polls, Bhiwandi, Kalyan

tieslike Mumbai, Thane, Nash
ik and Lucknow continued the
trend of urban apathy as no-
ticed in last general election in
2019."

With this phase, which saw
voting in 49 seats across

polling . this time (against and Thane registered higher states and two Union territo-
24.5% five years ago) — higher voting. ries, polling has been complet:

than what any of the six con-
stituencies in Mumbai regis-

Inastatement, ECtoonoted

ed in428seats.

the trend: “Parliamentary con-
ituencies invarious urbanci-

tered on Monday The furnout » Continued on P 16

»FromP1

4 ccording o EC's voter
. \A turnout app at 11.45pm.
L Amethi and Rae Bareli,
from where Union minister
Smriti Irani and Cangress’s
Rahul Gandhi are contesting,
saw higher polling. The other
four seats in Uttar Pradesh —
Barabanki; Fatehpur; Kaiser-
yanj and Rampur — also saw
higher voting this time com-
pared to2019.

Similarly Hajipur « from
where LJE hirag Paswanis
trying his e ectoral luck re-
corded more voting than in
Jehanabad in Bihar also
recorded higher polling this
vear. Hazaribagh in Jharkha-
awaminordip invotingat
. compared to 649% in
st election. All constituen-
cies in Odisha and West Ben-
gal saw a decline in polling.
| parilamentary
s where voling wo
alyan saw the lowest
turnout at 47.1%, followed by
Mumbai South (47.8%)
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AP violence: Chief secy
submits report to ECI

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

THE Chief Secretary KS Jawa-
har Reddy on Monday submit-
ted the preliminary report of
the Special Investigation Team
(SIT) that probed the incidents
of violence reported on the day
of polling (May 13) and the af-
termath in the districts of Pal-
nadu, Tirupati and Sri Sathya
Sai to the Election Commission
of India (ECI).

During its two-day investiga-
tion, the 13-member SIT found
that many of these offences
were ‘extremely serious in na-
ture because a multitude of

miscreants brazenly participat-
ed in the offences as two groups,
pelting stones in: minately,

which potentially could lead to
serious injury or even death’.
The SIT also identified many
lapses in the investigation and
gave clear instructions to inves-
tigation officers to submit a
compliance report at the
earliest. :

In the 150-page report, SIT
head Vineet Brijlal mentioned
that a total of 1,370 people were
named as accused in 33 cases
registered in the three districts
in connection with poll related
violence. The SIT sub-teams
thoroughly reviewed the cases
filed and the investigation done
so far by visiting the scene of
offences, interacting with in-
vestigation officers and ag-
grieved parties and verifying
-physical evidence collected.

T
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A first-time voter with grandma at a polling booth in Aska, Odisha | sHAMIM QURESHY

7 b

60% turnoutin
5t"phase of polls

Baramulla polling at 59%, an all-time record
PREETHA NAIR @NewDehi

THE fifth phase of the Lok Sabha polls on Monday registered a
60.48% voter turnout at 11 pm, slowing closing in on the 61.82%
tally for the same seats in 2019. With 49 seats across eight states
and Union Territories voting, the fifth phase had the fewest seats
in the seven-phase elections, which began on April 19. This phase
wrapped up Lok Sabha polls in Maharashtra and Ladakh.

According to the Election Commission, Baramulla in J&K re-
corded a voter turnout of 59%. It is the highest-ever polling per-
centage in the constituency since 1984. Baramulla had witnessed
a fierce three-cornered fight between National Conference Vice
President Omar Abdullah, People’s Conference President Sajad
Gani Lone and jailed head of the Awami Ittehad Party (AIP)

Sheikh Abdul Rashid alias Engineer Rashid. In 1984,
Baramulla had recorded a turnout of 58.90%.
Ladakh, too, registered a record voter turnout of
oecoos  68.47% till 8 pm. This is the first major electoral
battle in the region after it was carved out of J&K
and granted Union territory status in 2019.

Of the 49 seats in the fifth phase, the BJP.had

pocketed 32 in the 2019 Lok Sabha elections.

The most watched would be the 14 seats in Uttar Pradesh, seven
in West Bengal, and 18 in Maharashtra. All eyes are on UP’s Rae
Bareli and Amethi, where Congress leader Rahul Gandhi and his
family loyalist K L Sharma are in the fray. Rahul was fielded in
Rae Bareli after his mother Sonia Gandhi moved to the Rajya
Sabha. In Amethi, Sharma is facing off against incumbent BJP
MP Smriti Irani. The fifth phase is crucial for the Congress as the
BJP had won 13 of the 14 seats going to polls barring Rae Bareli,

In Maharashtra, 10 seats out of 13 witnessed a pitched battle
between the two factions of the Shiv Sena. Voting in five seats in
Bihar, three in Jharkhand and five in Odisha were also held, West
Bengal recorded a turnout of 73.14%. Key candidates include Piy-
ush Goyal, Bharati Pawar, Rajnath Singh, and Chirag Paswan.
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VIOLENCE MARS

HIGH TURNOUT IN
BENGAL 5TH PHASE

Clashes between Trinamool and BJP workers reported in parts of Barrackpore, Aramabagh and Hooghly. In Barrackpore,
BIP candidate Arjun Singh claimed Central forces were misguided by police. In Arambagh, clashes broke out between
TMC and BJP over polling agents. Two live crude bombs were also recovered from the area by security personnel

SULAGNA SENGUPTA @Kolkata

STRAY incidents of violence were reported in
Phase-V polls for seven parliamentary constitu-
encies in West Bengal, where the Election Com-
mission reported a voter turnout of 73% till 5 pm
on Monday. Clashes between Trinamool Con-
gress and BJP workers were reported in parts of
Barrackpore, Aramabagh and Hooghly.

In Barrackpore, BJP candidate Arjun Singh
claimed that Central forces were misguided by
the state police. He alleged intimidation of vot-
ers by TMC workers. In Khanakul area of Ara-
mbagh constituency, clashes broke out between
supporters of TMC and BJP over polling agents.
Two live crude bombs were also recovered from
the area by security personnel.

TMC candidate Mitali Bag alleged BJP sup-
porters unleashed a reign of terror and intimi-
dated voters. BJP candidate Arup Kanti Digar,
however, dismissed the allegations and blamed
the TMC for violence. Reports of violence were
also received from parts of the Howrah constitu-
ency. In the Liluah area of the constituency, the

BJP accused TMC workers of booth jamming,
leading to clashes.

In Bongaon constituency’s Gayeshpur area,
local BJP leader Subir Biswas was allegedly
beaten up by TMC supporters outside a booth.
He was later shifted to a hospital. In the Kalyani
area of the same constituency, Union Minister
and BJP candidate Shantanu Thakur caught a
person using the identity card of his rival TMC
candidate Biswajit Das inside a polling booth. As
many as 88 candidates are in the fray in the fifth
phase, with the highest number of 15 nominees
in Bongaon, where Union Minister Shantanu
Thakur is contesting against TMC’s Biswajit
Das. The EC designated over 57% of the polling
stations as sensitive and deployed over 60,000
personnel of Central forces in addition to around
30,000 state policemen.

The number of security forces deployed for
this phase surpasses any of the earlier four
rounds of elections in the state. Meanwhile, CM
Mamata Banerjee’s youngest brother Swapan
Banerjee could not cast his vote after his name
was not found in the voters’ list.
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2,105 STATIC
SURVEILLANCE TEAMS,
881 VIDEO SURVEILLANCE
TEAMS AND 502 VIDEO
VIEWING TEAMS KEPT
SURVEILLANCE ROUND
THE CLOCK TODEAL WITH
ANY FORM OF

INDUCEMENT OF
STRICTLY AND SW
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NEW n:un: Uver ssper
cent voter tumollt was
reeordad on Mpﬂday in '
es in six
states and two Union
territories in the fifth
phase of Lok Sabha
elections, with Baramul—
la in Jammu and
Kashmir recording its
highest-ever voting
percentas@ :

There were sporaﬂlc inci-
dents of violence in West
Bengal, begides EVM glitch-
es at some booths in the
state and neighbouring Odi-

sha and complaints of slow

voting in Maharashtra.
West Bengal recorded
the highest polling per-
centage at 73.14, while Ma-
harashtra recorded the
lowest at 53.51 per cent,
with six Lok Sabha con-
stituencies of Mumbai wit-
nessing voting between 46
per cent to around 54 per
cent per cent. Thane re-

Next
2 | MAY 20

corded a tumout of 49 81
per cent, according to the
EC’s voter turnout app.

The EC had on Sunday
flagged urban voter apathy
in Mumbai, Thane and Luc-
know and had urged people
to come out and vote.

Jammu and Kashmir’s
Baramulla Lok Sabha con-
stituency, which was once
militancy-infested, recorded
its highest-ever voter turn-
out on Monday at 59 per
cent, J-K Chief Electoral Of-
ficer PK Pole said. The pre-
vious highest voter turnout
in the Baramulla Lok Sabha
constituency was witnessed
in 1984 at 58.90 per cent.

Among other states, Bi-
har recorded 53.78 per cent
turnout, Jharkhand 63.06
per cent, Odisha 62.23 per
cent, Uttar Pradesh 57.79 per
cent and Ladakh 68.47 per
cent. The figures, the EC
said, were “approximate
trend” as data was still be-
irfg collated.
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