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Four-tier security in place at
the city’s 3 counting centres

Personnel from the Central Armed bohce Force, the Greater Chennai Police and other units of the

TN, Police have been deployed to keep round-the-clock vigil. CCTV camera surveillance also on

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI ;

four-tier security

arrangement, with

the deployment of
personnel from the Central
Armed Police  Force
(CAPF), the Greater Chen-
nai Police (GCP) and other
units of the Tamil Nadu
Police, has been put in
place for round-the-clock
guarding of the three
counting centres following
the Lok Sabha election on
Friday in the city.

At the conclusion of
polling in the three Lok
Sabha constituencies of
Chennai — North, Central,
and South — on Friday, of

ficers of the Election Com-

mission (EC) sealed the
electronic voting machines
(EVMs) at the respective
booths. The machines
were then transported
amid tight security to the
counting centres: Queen
Mary’s College, Loyola Col-
lege, and Anna University.
There, they were stored in
strongrooms, and police

Taking stock: Greater Chennai Police Commissioner Sandeep Rai Rathore inspecting the security

arrangements at one of the counting centres in the city on Saturday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

personnel are now guard-
ing them round the clock.
Gep Commismoner_San-

arrange-
ment had been implemem
ed at the counting centres
under the supervision of
Additional Commission-
ers, Joint Commissioners,
and Deputy Commission-
ers of Police.
The CAPF persontiel are
responsible for the first
layer of security, while the

Tamil Nadu Special Police
personnel handle the se-
cond layer. Personnel of
the GCP Armed Reserve
form the third layer, and
the GCP personnel from
the law and order, crime,
traffic, and special units
form the fourth layer of
security.

The personnel have

been deployed on a rota-,

tional basis. Mr. Rathore,
accompanied by Joint
Commissioners and Depu-

ty Commissioners, made a
spot assessment at the
counting centres on Satur-
day and reviewed the se-
curity arrangements. All
the counting centres are al-
so under close circuit tele-
vision (CCTV) camera sur-
veillance.

The police said the ban-
dobust arrangements
would be in place for 45
days, until the completion
of counting on June 4,
2024.
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In turnout, Cauvery
delta seats have fared
better than others

| Polling in Karur, Mayiladuthurai, Perambalur, and Chidambaram has

i been higher than the State’s average in past four Lok Sabha elections

|
CHENNAI

he Lok Sabha con-
stituencies, falling
! under the Cauvery
delta region, have always
recorded higher turnout
than the State’s average
since the delimitation in
2008. ¥
Four Lok Sabha elec-
tions have taken place in
the last 16 years, including
Friday’s (April 19) polling.
On all the occasions — in
| 2009, 2014, 2019 and 2024
| — the wrnouts in Karur,
Mayiladuthurai, Peramba-
lur, and Chidambaram
were higher than the
| State’s overall average. Din-
d.lgul in the southern re-
gion, was another consti-
tuency that scored ahead
of the State’s average, all
the time :

This is one of the mthelf}
findings of a study of
voter turnout data, in one
third of the 39 constituen-
cies in total. In addition to
the five constituencies,
eight others ~ dlennai
‘\ South,  Sriperumbudur,
Vellore, Dharmapuri, Nilgi-
ris, Coimbatore, Madurai
and Tenkasi - were chosen
for the study. Chidamba-
ram, Nilgiris and Tenkasi
are the constituencies re-
served  for  Scheduled
Castes (SC).

Familiar faces

One of the factors that con-
tributed to their consistent
performance is the pre-
sence of well-known candi-
dates. For examples till
2019, AIADMK veteran M.
Thambi Duraj was fielded
in Karur. By defeating him
last time, S. Jothimani of
the Congress came to be
known as a giant killer. As
for Chidambaram, VCK

Poll point
An analysis of turnouts in 13 select LS constituencies {one-third)
in the fast four general elections, (Numbers are in %)

Chennai South

i e

SRR

\ Vellore 7163 |

7428 | N2 | 1342

Chidambaram (s¢) | 7718 |

ner | ms1 | »m

Dharmapurl 7275 | 8109 | 8233 | 8148
Niigiis(sc) . | 07 | ms2 | 13s | 08
Colmbatore 081 | &4 | 638 | es81
Karur 8143 | 8061 | 7952 | 7861
Maylladuthural | 7325 | 7595 | 7391 | 7006
Perambalur | B8 | & | 7% | 171
Madual | 7143 | 6163 | 6602 | 6l92
Dindigul [ 7558 | 7738 | 152a | 1089
Tenkasi (5¢) | 7014 | 7388 | 7137 | 6755

Note: Figures of the Stote's overall turnout have been given in the first

rowin hmckets below rheyeors

founder Thol. Thirumava-
lavan contested in all the
four elections. Barring
2009, when actor-turned-
politician D. Napoleon was
in the fray, Perambalur, in
the last three polls, had the
82-year-old patriarch of the
SRM Group of Institutions
and the JK founder T.R.
Paarivendhar as one of its
candidates.

On the contrary, the
performance of Chennai
South and Sriperumbudur
- both in the northern re-
gion of the State - was be-
low par, in addition to
Coimbatore. In fact, Chen-
nai South this time was at
the penuitimate spot in tur-
nout. Being essentially ur-

A "

Sourrs: Election Commission of India

ban (:onstitllencies, they
suffer from the problem of
ASD (Absent, Shifted and
Deceased) electors in the
rolls. Tenkasi is also a part
of the poor performers
group. Dharmapuri, an
economically-backward

area, recorded higher tur-
nout in three out of four
polls, while Vellore and the
Nilgiris belonged to the
“50:50" category. Only
once, Madurai witnessed
higher turnout than the
State’s average. This was in
2009 when M.K. Alagiri,
son of former Chief Minis-
ter M. Karunanidhi, was
the DMK nominee, and af-
ter being elected, he be-
came a Union Minister.
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‘Elaborate security measures
in place to guard EVMs at

R. Sivaraman
CHENNAI

Elaborate security arrange-
ments have been made at
43 counting centres in Ta-
mil Nadu for round-the-
clock monitoring and
guarding of electronic vot-
ing machines (EVMs).

All centres are under
the direct surveillance of
uniformed personnel from
the Central Armed Police
Force (CAPF), Tamil Nadu
Special Police (TSP),
Armed Reserve Police
(ARP), and the local police,
Director-General of Police
(DGP) and Head of Police
Force Shankar Jiwal told
The Hindu.

“A three-layer security
The first layer of security is
managed by the CAPF, of
which 15 companies [of

| personnel] have been pro-
| vided by the Election Com-

mission (EC). The second
layer of security is man-
aged by the TSP or the
ARP, The third circle, com-
prising the road, gate and
outer peripheries are man-
aged by the local police,”
Mr. Jiwal said.

The entire premises is
also under round-the-clock
closed-circuit  television
(CCTV) camera surveil-
lance.

CCTV cameras would

focus on the seal of the

strongroom where the

‘EVMs are placed. The foot-
age would be streamed toa -

monitoring room at count-

counting centres, says DGP

Round-the-clock vigil: The cou

nting centres are under the direct

\

& ':"

surveillance of uniformed personnel from the CAPF, TSP, ARP, and
the local police, says DGP Shankar Jiwal. R. RAVINDRAN

ing centres, from where re-
presentatives of political
parties or candidates can
watch them.

“Senior officers are in-
stnﬁed to visit counting
centres often to supervise
the security arrangements.
About 50 personnel from
the CAPF, and an equal
number of TSP or ARP per-
sonnel, and the local pol-
ice will stand guard round-
the-clock at the centres un-
til the day of counting and
the EVMs are removed. On
the day of counting, more
personnel would be de-
ployed.” Mr. Jiwal said.

As per the EC guide-
lines, senior police officers
- 8Ps or City Police Com-
missioners - are supposed

to visit the counting
centres and oversee securi-
ty arrangements. Once a
day, an Assistant Superin-
tendent of Police/Deputy
Superintendent of Police
should go up to the outer
periphery and check the
arrangements.

Patrol duty

Besides the three-layer se-
curity system, the local
police would also be on pa-
trol duty outside the count-
ing centres. Flying squads
and static surveillance
teams will also be on
rounds. Border check
posts will be strengthened
since the neighbouring
Kerala will go to polls on
April 26.
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Many residents of the city irked as their
names go missing from the voters’list

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Several voters across the city
were left fuming as they could
not exercise their franchise as
their names were missing from
the voters’ list this time. As ma-
ny did not check the rolls ahead
of time since they had been con-
sistently voting for years, the de-
letion of their names came as a
rude shock.

Meherunissa, a resident of
Kannilal Street in Mylapore, said
she felt humiliated and utterly
dejected that she could not vote
this time. “I ran from pillar to
post and one booth to another,
and wasted my time only to find

out that I could not vote. The

funny part was, an official told
me that since 1 live in a rented
house, my name could have
been omitted. But in all these
years, not once has such a thing

T

happened,” she added.

Sardar Mohammed Shah,
another resident of the locality,
said while 15 members of his fa-

mily should have voted, only five

(did. “Everyone was upset that
they couldn't vote. We have
been living in the same address
for several years now, and this is
the first time we are witnessing
such a thing. How can the
names vanish from the list this
time?" he said.

Logannathan V. of Sholinga-
nallur said that in the last de-
cade, he had voted thrice and
never moved from his house,
and wondered on what basis the
authorities had removed his
name from the list.

Arun Seetharaman of Sholin-
ganallur said while he and his
wife could vote, his father’s
name was left out from the list.
Similar complaints were report-
ed from all three Parliamentary

constituencies in Chennai dis-
trict. Some residents, such as
Shakunthala Thiyagarajan, 55,
of Patel Road in Perambur said
names of all four members of
her family (including herself)
did not figure in the voters’ list
for the first time. Rajkumat, 54,
another resident of Perambur
alleged the same.

Parithi Elamsurithi, Council-
lor, ward 99, said many resi-
dents who had voted for the
Greater Chennai Corporation
Council election in areas such as
Purasawalkam were not able to
vote in the Lok Sabha election as
their names were deleted from
the voters’ list.

T-M.N. Deepak, founder, De-
cember 3 Movement, who could
not find his name on the list
said: “Whether accessible or not
I have come to vote for the past
15 years. But the basic inclusivity
itself is missing this time.”

4 IARA
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Dharmapuri-
records TN's
highest poll

percentage

CHENNAL

The Dharmapuri Lok Sab-
ha constituenc Frogistered
a voter turnout of 81.48%,
the highest in Tamil Nadu
in the 2024 general elec-
tion, according to data pro-
vided by the Election
Commission. :
Chennai Central, the
smallest constituency, re-
corded 53.91%, the lowest
in the State. Chennai South
polled 54.27%.
Re-poll has not been or-
dered in any constituency,

officials said. g A,
Electoral Officer pegged
T.Ns overall voting per-

Dharmapuri sees highest
voter turnout in State

At 7 p.m. on Friday, CEO Satyabrata Sahoo said
that the State had polled 72.9%.

He had, however, said that the most accurate
data would be available after midnight. By the
time all Assistant Returning Officers reported to
their Returning Officers and data were fed into
ENCORE, the figure came down to 69.46%. “The
data which we get till 7 p.m. are based on inputs
from the polling stations obtained at our office. All
the polling stations are not able to tell their data.
We expect a minor variation from this data which
[ have enclosed now,” he said.

Mr. Sahoo said that individual data entry for
polling stations took time. “We are following up
with districts. We hope to get it as soon as the Re-
turning Officers finish their data entry,” he added.

He said the data obtained by midnight were
those collected from each Assistant Returning Of-
ficer at the counting centre and it had been ascer-
tained that the data entry for each polling station
was going on. “Assembly constituency-wise data
will be obtained based on this,” he said. Later, he
said the voting percentage in the Thoothukudi
Lok Sabha constituency had gone up to 66.88 % (it
was 59. 96% earlier) because the figures could not
be updated last night. “In this, Thoothukudi dis-
trict alone could not enter by midnight. But now it
has entered its data for each polling station.”



‘The turnout in all three Lok Sabha constituencies of Chennai stood at 61
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The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAIL

urnout in the 18 As-
sembly segments
of the three Lok
Sabha - constituencies  in
Chennai district reduced
by 4% in this year’s Lok
Sabha election, when com-

THE HINDU
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City’s voter turnout dips by

4% in this year’s LS election

on Friday. 5 JOTH RAMALNGAM

60.58%, the highest among
the three. Chennai Central

recorded the Jowest with

53.91%, and Chennai South

different types of Systemat-
ic Voters' Education and
Electoral Participation ac-
tivities conducted in the ci-

0% Chetnal North
tral registered the lowest of 53.91%

ty” Mr. Radhakrishnan-
said. All the EVMs have
reached the counting
centres - Queen Mary's
College, Loyola College,
and Anna University. Sur-
veillance of the stron-
grooms has been intensi-
fied, and security has been
provided. The sealing of
the EVMs will be done in
the presence of observers
and candidates. Video sur-

ed to be disbanded soon.

In the wake of multiple
complaints of names mis-
sing from théwoter list, the
Chennai District Election
Dffice will also check if vo-
ters' names have been de-
leted from the rolls, he
said.
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Turnout dips by at
least 2 percentage
points in 30 seats

N. Sai Charan
CHENNAI

Nearly 30 constituencies
récorded a dip of at least
two percentage points in
the turnout this general
election, compared to the
previous Lok Sabha elec-
tions in the State,
to data pro-

vided by the Election Com-
mission (EC) at 7.08 p.m.
on Saturday, the turmout in
the State stood at 69.46%.
Despite  several  pro-
grammes by the EC and
non-governmental organi-
sations to raise awareness
on voting, the polling per-
centage this time was rela-
tively low. The turnouts
stood at 72.47% in 2019,
73.74% in 2014, and 73.02%
in the 2009 general
elections.

An analysis of polling
percentages in 2019 and

| 2024 shows only a margi-

nal change of nearly one

| percentage point, either an

| increase or a decrease, in

seven Lok Sabha consti-
tuencies. There is a two
percentage point increase
in twrnout in Vellore,
where polling was held

. three months after the ori-
. ginal schedule in 2019 due
| to the alleged excess use of
| money.

High turnout

The Dharmapuri consti-
tuency, which topped the
polling percentage thls

third consecutive time in a
Lok Sabha election. Ho-
wever, nearly 30 consti-
tuencies recorded at leasta
two percentage-point re-
duction compared to 2019.
All constituencies in the
Cauvery delta and the
southern  districts  wit-
nessed lower turnouts in
respect of percentage
points. Thoothukudi re-
corded the maximum re-
duction of nearly 9.5 per-
centage points compared
to 2019. Other seats that
witnessed around five per-
centage-point reductions
include Sivaganga, Theni,
Nagapattinam (SC) and
Chennai Central.

Duplication woes

Former Chief Election '

Commissioner N. Gopalas-
wami said that duplication
of names in electoral rolls
could have played a signifi-
cant role in the reduction
of polling percentage. “Ef-
forts were made by the EC
in Tamil Nadu and Kerala
more than a decade ago to
the voter list using
conventional
methods. But now, the EC
has Aadhaar as a common
authentic source to verify
names on rolls, provided
that voters link their Aad-
haar with the voter ID.”

He further said that con-
ducting polls on Mondays
and Fridays in metropoli-
tan cities, and the scorch-
ing summer heat could

election, has have impacted the tur-
" turnout of over 80% for the nout.
' Voter reluctance

Top 5 Lok Sabha seats in Tamil Nadu in terms of reduction
in polling percentage points (Numbers are in %)

consitvency [EHRPHEIRTRY ‘o sonspon
Thoothukudi  |69.48 5936 = |9.82
Sivaganga - 69.9 63.94 |-5.96
Thenl 0 500 s o |698T ¢ 54
Nagapattinam (SC} | 76.93 7155 L|-538
Chennai Central | 58.94 e 501

Source: Election Commission of India
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- Complaint lodged against Vijay

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A social activist has lodged a com-
plaint against actor and Tamizha-
ga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) presi-
dent Vijay for causing
nuisance to the public when he
came to a polling booth in Neelan-
karai on Friday.
The social activist, RTI Selvam,

lodged an online complaint at the
| Greater Chennai Police Commis-

sioner’s office on Sarurdéy.

Crowd of supporters

The complainant alleged that Mr.
Vijay cast his vote at a government
school in Neelankarai on Friday.
When he arrived, a group of fans
and supporters gathered to wel-
come him. This, Mr. Selvam al-
leged, violated the poll code and
added that the actor was causing a
public nuisance by inconvenienc-
ing the voters at the booth.
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City const
turnout,

T. SUDHEESH | DC
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Poll officials and political
enthusiasts are not sur
that Chennai city,
wm’ﬁemiqg three, high
constituencies,
jorth, Central, and South,
recorded  poor  wvoter
turnout in the elections
held on Friday

The :
Commission’ of
~ (ECD had released a pro-
jected data showing
Chennai's voler turnout
as around 68.14 per cent
late Friday night.
However, on Saturday
after fresh compilation of
data, ECI said Chennai's
voter turnout had not
crossed 56.10 per cent this
time. This is at least 8 per
cent less from the 64 per
cent turnout in 2018 gener-

al elections.
Com to the last gen-
oral elections, despite an
ased number of vot-
ers enrolled in the voters
list. all three constituen-
cles recorded sluggish
turnout,
Chennal

A day after elections, District Electi

with  South

~ registering recorde
?;‘ﬁ%’ﬁ h:}er\.-olaant, Nﬁ:
O Cintral Chennat, 5381 Not

DECC
12 1 APR

CRPF along with Tamilnadu Police guarding the strong

rooms where EVMs
Chromepet, on Saturday.

per cent. :

In 2018, Central Chennai,

North Chennai and South

Chennai registered 58.75

per cent, 64.04 per centand

56,92 per cent voler
i

are kept safe, at MIT COlHEQB. in

—EK.Sanjay

6276, 64.90 and 45.77 per
cent voter turnout, and
South Chennai polled
49.08, 45.77 and 47.93 per
cent votes. |

During the last
Assembly elections,
around 2395 lakh resi-
dents in the district chose
to get out and vote while a
total of 40.57 lakh voters
are on the electoral rolls

and the constituencies.
m the Asseru%ly
= T.

= .
! "R.udhh?hhmﬂ Nagar

AN CIIRONIC
2074

LE

nai on election day

' (RK. Nagar) Assemh‘g
constitusncy in Nor
Chennai topped with the
highest 'tm'n‘hojuli of 66.57
per cent, while Egmore
ended up with the lowest,
55.29 per cent. In this elec-
tion also, R.K. Nagar

«d the table with 68.75
per cent voter turnout and
Thousand Lights regis-
tered the lowest turnout of
52.4 per cent. &

Chennai  Corporation
Commissioner and dis-
trict election officer J.
Radhakrishnan said the
initial number on_ voter
turnout was' rel
based on rough calcula-
tion. The compilation of
data noted in the diaries of
returning officers  will
reveal the real picture.
Returning officers would
receive signatures from
yoters in Form-17C, who
cast their votes. Based on
the number of signatures,
polling percentage is cal-
culated. The earlier data
was based on computer

projection of a
certain number  of
Form-17Cs  only, he
explained.
Radhakrishnan also

pointed out that of the
48.69 lakh voters in the

EVMs are kept at Loyola
- =N. Sampath

ituencies clock 56.10%
lower than in 2019 polls

mSluggish response from voters in Chen

¥

three constituencies, only
around 27 lakh people
exercised their franchise.

A detailed analysis will

pe done. There will not be
any significant change in
the percentage released on
Saturday and final official
data  will be made
available to the public
soon,” he said.

He also sald people in the
urban areas of Chennai
did not show much inter-
est in  voting. The
Corporation had carried
out election awareness
programmes and cam-
paigns. If we had not done
such awareness  pro-
grammes, even this
turnout would not have
been possible, he rea-
soned.

Regarding the safe-keep-
ing of EVMs, ECI has
installed 156 CCTV cam-
eras for continuous sur-
veillance. No one will be
allowed to enter the stron-

m where the
machines are kept. The
strongrooms are being
monitored 24x7. Personnel
from CRPF will fort the
first layer of protection
and, in total, 4layer
protection ~ has  Dbeen
provided. 4
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67.45% pqll ng
recorded in ‘I’iruchv_

R. VALAYAPA‘I'HY 1 DG
TIRUCHYJ?’RIL ?

The 'l‘lmclﬂmpa]li Lok Sabha

.evd 67‘45 per cg:nt peace-
ful polling on Friday, according
to the Tiruchy collector and
returning officer of the con-
stituency.

After inspecting the counting
centre at a private college in
Tiruchy on Saturday, the co-
llector said the EVMs and rel-
ated machines were kept in se-
aled strong rooms. aaﬂthr
ee-tier, round-the-clock -
urity of para-m
and local police have beem arr-
anged at the counting centre.

He informed that 21 cases
have been registered for viola-
tion of rules and seized ¥5.8
crore in cash and gold and gift
articles worth 8.6 crore when
" the election code of conduct
was in force. The income-tax
authorities are investigating
the seizure, he added.
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No pub]ic crematorium, Yercaud
tribespeople boycottelection

OP ARULN | DC i
CHENNAL APRIL 20

The
Sengalathupadi village in
Yercaud, Salem district,
boycotted Friday's Lok
Sabha election in protest
against the failure of the
authorities to provide
land for a separate public
crematorium, a long-
standing demand of the
villagers. As a result, no
one, except a government
employee, cast their vote.

Sengalathupadi village
is located about 20 kilome-
ters from Yercaud. More
than 500 families live in
this village, which has 363
voters. During the 2021
-assembly election, the vil-
lagers staged a protest,
saying they would boycott
the elections if they did
not get a  public
crematorium. The govern-
ment officials visited the
village, held .talks, and

promised to fulfill their

demand after the elec-
tions. The villagers relent-

A}

tribespeople  of

The villagers said

_they will not give up

the struggle until the
demand is met, and
threatened to return
their Aadhaar card,
ration card, and voter
ID card.

ed, but the government
did not fulfill the promise,
they claimed.

Angeted over the inac-
tion, people of
Sengalathupadi submit-
ted a petition to the
Yercaud police inspector,
Yercaud tahsildar, and
Yercaud Panchayat Union

~commissioner a month

ago. "Then, the VAO and

- DRO came to the village,

held talks, and allotted a
place. However, a private
plantation owner has now
fenced off the land with
barbed wire. Therefore,
we decided to boycott the

Lok Sabha elections on -

April 19" they said. The
villagers hoisted black
flags atop their houses on

March 13 and staged a
protest by sitting on the \
road. \

The Yercaud pblice came -

to the spot and held talks
with the villagers. The vil-
lagers said they won't give
up the agitation until the
government officials con-
cerned visit the village in
person and fulfill the

demand.
Yercaud tahsildar
Ramesh Kumar conducted

negotiations with the vil-
lagers. The villagers said
they will not give up the
struggle until the demand
is met, and threatened to
return their Aadhaar
card, ration card, and
voter ID card. The tahsil-
dar assured that the fence
would be removed in a few
days and that the
private land would be
acquired by the govern-
ment in the next two
months.

However, on Friday they
boycotted the poll, except
for one government
employee,
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In Chennai, the EVMS of
Central Chennai con-
stituency are locked in the

strong room in Loyola -

College, those of North
Chennai in Queen Mary’s
College and that from
South Chennai in College
of Engineering, Guindy,
on Anna University prem-
ises. Each of the counting
centres had been fitted
with 40 to 60 CCTV cam-
eras with police personnel
Keeping a watch from the
control rooms.

All the major political

Saturday that
cent of the
polled at
with Chenna
centage of 5391

parties have deployed
their workers to keep a
watch over the s
rooms from designat
%uts in all the venues.
1@ party
ass

cl on shift basis and

special passes
by the authorities for
those taking up the job at
the counting centres.
Candidates, their repre-
sentatives and officials of
the election and police
departments are entitled
to 'visit the counting cen-
tros to ensure that the
strong rooms were safe

_votes were
he state level
ennai Central
the lowest

Dharmapuri_the highest
percentage of 81.48.

DECCAN CHRONICLE
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W‘
and

fhe district election offi-
cers as the reason for the
final percentage changing,
he said that he would get

the final figures and then-

issue a press release.

The electronic voting
machines (EVMs), howey-
or, were sealed and safely
transported fo the strong
rooms at the various
counting centres across
the state on Friday night
ftself and locked up amidst
heavy security. Under the
close watch of repre-
sentatives, officials Kept

the sealed EVMs in the
strong rooms that were

« also sealed with armed per-

sonnel of the Central
Armed Security Forces
posted outside. 3
backup securis
g’ were the Tamil Nads
pecial Police, Arme
Police and the police pé
sonnel from the local stds
tions, who have been po St
ed on shift basis, an exers
cise that would continus
till' the strong rooms age
opened on the counting
day on June 4, L1

and secure. On Saturday,

puth Chennai BJP candl-
dal Tamilisai
Soundararajan, visited the
Anna University premis-
es. When asked about the
low turn of voters - her
constituency polled just
54.27 % of votes - she told
media persons that one of
the reasons was that it was

a Friday

Whenever polling hap-
pened on a Friday or
Monday, the polling ‘ﬁ%r-
centage  would P
because many people
~would take a long weekend
and leave the city to go to

Lapse in tabulation, delay have EC revise

their native places or on
holiday. Sbe had earlier-
drawn the attention of
authorities to the issue,
she said.

The demands for re-elec-
tion in booths that wit-
nessed skirmishes over
missing names in the vot-
ers’ list and also where
people boycotted the polls
én masse over various
demands had been
reforred to the ECI that
will take a final call on
them, election department
source said. ;

Ms Soundararajan want-
ed a reelection at a booth

polling rate

in Austin Nagar in
Teynampet that fell under
her constituency as DME
men chased the BJP work-
ers out of the booth at
around 4.30 pm and cast
fake votes. But the DMK
had also filed a complaint
of BJP workers using
caste names against its
members.

DMK president M.K.
Stalin and ATADME gen-
eral secretary Edappadi K.
Palaniswami have called
upon their party workers
to keep a vigil over the
strong rooms in the count-
ing centres.
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~ EVMs stored in
" strong room at

- Thanjavur college

@. SRINIVASAN | DC
THANJAVUR, APRIL 20

After the voting process on
Friday, electronic  voting

machines (EVMs) were kept in |

" gafe rooms and sealed at
~ Kundavai Nachiyar
~ Government Arts College for
- Women counting centre here on
~ Saturday.

~ The EVMs containing ballot
< units, control units (
= ATs were brought from the
~six Assembly segments, i.e,
. Thanjavur, ~ Orathanadu,
~ Mannargudi, Tiruvaiyaru,

DECCAN CHRONICLE

|

- Pattukottai and Peravurani, |

and kept safe in the presence of
Kehikito Sema, poll observer
(general), and Thanjavur
Collector and returning officer
Deepak Jacob.A total of 264
COTV cameras have been fitted
in the centre.Twenty-five
Central armed reserve police
are on guard round-the-clock.
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ECI, major parties keep eagle eye on.
strong rooms holding sealed EVMs -

dia (ECD) deployed a four- :

: layer security around these :

= cenfresacross thestate. ;
Chennai, the EVMs :

are kept at three centres, @
which will become counting :
centresonJune 4. For Chen-
nai North constituency, the |,
EVMs are kept in strong !
rooms in Queen Mary's Col- :
lege, for Chennai Central :
constituency, the EVMs are
kept at strong rooms in :
Loyola. College and for @
Chennai South constituen- :
ey the EVMsarekeptat An- |
na university CCTV cam- @
eras have been placed inall :
the 39 sirong rooms in the
state, and they are moni- @
tored round the clock. :
While the Central :
Armed Police Force (CAPF) |
will form the first layer of :
security, the Tamil Nadu !
Special Police (TSP} will be :
on guard inthesecond layer, :
A i while the Greater Chennal :
ctionaries who are in- engage professional securi-  Police P) Armed Re- :
volved in monitoring, Three  ty agencies to join their serve (AR) will hold the :
persons from the party will  cadres and functionaries, third layer of security The :
be deployed on a shift basis  especially for nighivigil, for GCP law and order, erime, :
to monitor the EVMs round  theentire duration. traffie, and special units :
the P Earlier on Saturday, the will be incharge of the i
Some districtsecretaries ~ Election Commission of In- fourth layer. :




ECI goof-u

Deduction Was
“Done Using

sample Data |

Julie.Mariappan
@timesgroup.com.
Chennai: The state election
department goofed up in its
rush to update the provision-
al polling percentage on Fri-
day evening.

. Insiderssaythe hugemis-
match between the polling
figures first putoutby thede.
partment at 7pm and the re-
vised figures it put out post
midnight was a result of er-
roneous extrapolation based
on sample data from the poll-

THE T1MES OFINDLIA
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ingstations.

“The data we got till 7pm
was based on the inputs from
officers obtained at our of
fice through a mobile app. Of
the 63,000 booths, some may
have given data, and some
would have been busyattend-
ingtovoters. It wasonly sam-
ple data as the actual data
came only when the assist-
ant returning officers sub-

mlhedttﬁ!slmed forms after
polling ended,” chief electo-
ral officer Satyabrata Sahoo
told TOL

The presiding officers of
each polling station were
told to update voter turnout
data through a mobile appli-
cation called
PMS_GELS2024 that comes
with Election Commission
of India logo. The officers
must make entries a day be-
fore polling as well asduring
mock polls on the day of poll-
ing. The updates on polling
should be entered every two
hours in the app. This, apart
from manual feed to zonal of-
ficers and policemen every
two hours.

But it was not mandatory
for presiding officers to up-
date the polling percentage

on this app. Somany of them
didnot update regularly The
department projected the
polling based on the sample
data. Sahoo said it was not
authoritative but to give an
idea of how the polling was

proceeding.

80, Chennai South was re-
ported to have recorded
57.04% voter turnout at 5pm
on Friday, but the figure shot
upby 10.78 percentage points
at Jpm. The final figure post-
e by Election Commission
five hours later was 54.27%.
Similarly Chennai North re-
corded 59.16% at 5pm before
it rose by 10.1 percentage
points at 7pm. Finally, theEC
put turnout at 60.13% a little
past midnight. And the state-
wide figure at 69.46%. But,
wait. This is not final. The

p: Poll officials jumped

he gun and messed up numbers

count, is still on booth-wise
and wduld be known by Sun-
day

Electlon officials said the
ECI's Encore mobile app,
which is different from the
PMS_GELS2024 app that
polling officers were told to
send data to through the day,
only takes note of the
“signed"” Form17C - Account
of Votes Recorded by the pre-
siding officers at the end of
polling. This form considers
the number of voters as en
tered in the register for vot
ers (Form 17A), number of
voters deciding not to record
votes under Rule 49-0, and
number of voters not al-
lowed to vote under Rule 48M
for violating secrecy It was
this more accurate tally that
was released past midnight
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Lowest voter turnout in city

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennal

ACCORDING to rough esti-
mates on asgsembly-wise voter
turnout, eight assembly seg-
ments in the city including
Anna Nagar, Thiyagarayana-
gar and Mylapore have put up
a poor show. :

Villivakkam, Anna Nagar,
Saidapet, Thivagarayanagar,
Mylapore, Harbour, Thousand
Lights and Virugambakkam
registered the least number of
votes. Thousand Lights had the
least turnout at 52.4%, while
the remaining seven constitu-
encies registered around 53%
turnout. _

Dr Radhakrishnan Nagar un-
der Chennai North parliamen-
tary constituency registered
the highest turnout with
$6.75%. In Chennai Central,
Egmore recorded the highest
turnout with 56.9% and in
Chennai South it was Sholinga-
nallur with 55.33%. !

Saidapet, considered a DMK
bastion, also saw a low turnout
of 53.25%, the least in Chennai
South. Former chief minister
M Karunanidhi won twice from
here in 1967 and 1971 assembly
elections. It is now Health Min-
ister Ma Subramanian’s turf,
having won in 2016 and 2021.
While it largely remains a DMK
stronghold, it has swung to-
wards the ATADMK in five of
the 13 assembly elections since
1971. According to official
sources, the final numbers will
be officially released by Satur-
day midnight.

Officials said that although
the numbers were low, this
could not have been achieved
without 47 different SVEEP ac-
tivities undertaken.

District election officer J
Radhakrishnan said that a de-
tailed analysis was being car-
ried out 10 look at possible fac-
tors that could have contributed

in Thousand Lights at 52.4%

EVMs kept at the strong room in Anna University Is being continuously monitored

with the help of CCTV @meras | asuwin prasTh

TAMILISA] ALLEGES BOOTH CAPTURING BY DMK

Chennal : Tamilisai Soundararajan, BJP candidate for Chennai South
parliamentary constituency, an Saturday sought a repoll in booth no. 13

in division 122 in Austin Nagar (Teynampet). She alleged that DMK

I»r

sympathisers had polled bogus votes with the help of rowdy elements
since mormning on polling day and they also tried to capture booths 14,
15 and 16 in St Francis Xavier Girls School, Alwarpet. She has submitted
a petition to this effect to the returning officer of Chennai South
Constituency (Zone-13). In the representation, she alleged that BJP's
booth-level agent was attacked by DMK men. Talking to reporters,

Tamilisai said low voter turnout in many constituencies was a common
concern that has to be addressed by the Election Commission. She also
recalled her request to the ECI not to fix Mondays and Fridays as polling

days since people treat these days as ex

to low tyrnout.
Folltgﬁng the completion of
the Lok Sabha elections in the

state on Friday, the electronic
voting machines (EVMs) from
the polling booths in Chennai
Central constituency were
brought to the strong room at
Loyola College.

The room was sealed in the
presence of the district elec-
tion officer and corporation
commissionerJ Radhakrishnan
and general election observer
D Suresh, Chennai Central re-
turning officer and regional
deputy commissioner KJ
Praveen Kumar and represent-
atives of political parties. Rad-

tended holidays.

hakrishnan also inspected the
efforts taken to monitor the
strong room with CCTV cam-
eras and precautionary meas-
ures by the police and fire
departments.

Speaking to the press, Rad-
hakrishnan thanked the voters
for the peaceful and successful
conduct of Lok Sabha elections
on Friday. He also expressed
gratitude to more than 40,000
poll workers including employ-
ees of Chennai corporation,
the revenue department, cen-
tral and state police, and other
departments and volunteers
who worked for the elections
day and night.
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ECI blamed for laxity as posts show
‘voters’ filming while casting vote

P THIRUSELVAM @ Perambalin

THE election commission has come un-
‘der flak after social media has posts ga-
lore purportedly showing voters from the
state illegally filming themselves while
exercising their franchise at polling
beoths during the general election on Fri-
day. According to ECI guidelines, voters
aren't allowed to carry mobile phones
within a 100-metre radius of a poll-
ing booth. Any violation would
invite action under Section 128
(2) of the Representation of the
People Act, 1951, !

‘Social media platforms, howev-
er, now have posts doing the rounds
purportedly showing voters revealing
whom they cast their vote for on Friday.

One such Facebook post shared on Sat-
urday shows a man recording himself
while casting vote by pressing the EVM at
apolling station purportedly under Erode

constituency.

. Another post shared on the same me-
dium on Saturday shows a person point-
ing to the DMK’s ‘rising sun' symbol on
the EVM. The person then makes an of-
fensive gesture with the hand and presses
the button against the PMK'’s poll symbol.

_ Another a§munt posted a similar video

the sameé day showing one casting vote
purportedly for an AMMK candidate.
On such posts, V Muthu Kuma-
ran, an advocate, said, “The use of
electronic gadgets, including mo-
bile phones and wristwatches, is
prohibited inside polling booths. It
is an offence to photograph or
record any voting process. Voting is
confidential. Taking videos of such confi-
dential acts and posting it on social media
would lead to many practical problems.
This should be prevented in the upcoming
elections. Such videos posted on social
media should also be deleted.
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Rural D'puri is -
TN's brl‘ght spot,
retains top slot

JEVIN sniu nsnuw !
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cal consciousness and the
district administration gives
the credit to its voter awareness
drives, the dynamism of poli-
tics at the grgssm«ts level
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YOUNG VOTERS LIST JOBS, EDU
& SOCIAL JUSTICE AS PRIORITY

SUBASHINI VIJAYAKUMAR
4 S GURUYANMIKANATHAN
@ Chennal

N electoral politics, young
voters hold a distinct sway
as they are considered to be
tha nation s future. Aware
the demographic’s influ-

enoe. political parties often
attempt to pro; ves
as ‘youth-cen
appeal to ﬁmn.'l‘hls Lak Sab-
ha election, gp.m from con-
versing with young voters on

sters aged between 18.25
(through controlled circula-

tion of a guestionnaire) to

better understand the demo-
graphic’s priorities while ex-
ercising their franchise,

While all the respondents
were under 25 years, 51.3% of
them were first-time voters.
The survey was taken ahead
of the polls and over B0% of
them expressed their inten-
tion to vote.

A number of them said
they will vote for the candi-
date contesting in their con-
stituency, who includes issues
such as job creation, social
and economic justice on their
priority list. Notably, a major-
ity of young voters highlight-
ed that they do not let reli-
gious sentiments influence
their voting decisions, and in-
stead go for a more issue-fo-
cused approach to politics.

According to the survey re-
sults, 40% of the respondents
said they prioritise candi-
dates in their constituency,
32.8% said they will consider
the candidates’ party affilia-
tions and 26.9% of them said
they would simply vote for
the prime ministerial
candidate.

“[ feel that it is better to
have governments that are at
least in alliance with each
other at the centre and state
levels. However, it seems such

‘a setting would be difficult

given the current situation.
So, I considerthe merit of the
mdidms in our constitu-

ney and their past perform.
nmes as well,” said S Pree-
thi, a ﬁ?gutlign’; VS‘;::r ata
nallur on Friday,

‘While young voters are
said to be susceptible to
numerous influences, in-
cluding their social cir-
cles, TNIE's survey shows
that mainstream media
has the most impact on
their decision-making
process. About 48% re-

c' in order to

aﬂdmw&ﬂﬁnlthﬂﬂ
munbﬂuﬂaheadolﬂnahctbnwmr

spondents expressed that
mainstream media, including
television and newspapers,
has played a major role in
shaping their voting deci-
sions. 31.9% pointed to social
media platforms and 11.8%
figured their parents and oth-
ar family members to be ma-
Jjor influences.

Nearly three-fourths of the
respondents stated job crea-
tion, combating corruption
and national security to be
significant factors that shape
their voting decisions, A ma-
jority of 54.4% of respond-
ents asserted that religious
matters hold little importance
when casting their votes, with

20.2% considering them to be
somewhat important and
25.4% stating them to be a
very significant factor:

Survey respondents also
took a progressive stance re-
garding social justice and the
protection of rights of reli-
glous and other mimorities,
such as the LGBTQIA+ com-
munity; 4% of them asserted
that such issues are of great
importance. Moreover, a
whopping 81.6% of all re-
spondents stated that address-
ing economic inequality is
also a erucial factor deter-
mining their vote.

When TNIE spoke to voters
on election day, a large
number of them mentioned
the importance of improving
the quality of education, “1
followed a few campalgns re-
cently that promised freebies,
better quality of education,

women'’s safety and social
justice, among others. My
pick from the lot will be edu-
cation, as it is our primary
weapon in tackling social in-
equalities. It is essential to
upgrade our teaching meth-
ods and also the government
school infrastructure,” said
Akansha Senthil (22) from

) Medavakkam, a BTech stu-

dent who travelled from Ben-
galuru to south Chennai to
cast her vote.
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Unsure why projection was
done, says election official

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

IT can be noted that while these
variations were noted in the
data released by the office of
CEO, the periodic data released
throughout Friday by return-
ing officers of constituencies
in their respective districts
ended up being closer to the fig-
ures released at 12am since
their data was based on figures
aggregated from all polling sta-
tions and not just samples.
Sources said that CEO’s of-
fice was releasing figures based
on data yeported to them direct-
1y by the Presiding Officers
(POs) of a sample of around
13,00 ogblling stations from the
‘total of 68,321 polling stations
across the state. Fo
This mechanism was work-
ing parallel with the standard
reporting procedure of POs of
each polling station reporting
hourly data based on the regis-
ter of voters (Form 17A) tp
their zonal officers, who in turn

report to assistant returning

officers (AROs). The AROs
port the numbers to ROs, wh
feed them to the En

portal.

While district officials
knowledged that the
room for variations in the
system as these numbers
are orally relayed, the
margin of error cjuld not
have been as highason &
Friday due to sample- ghs
based projections.

“ was alerted by
political parties at
5.30pm that there were
two sets of data (CEO

and ROs) that were being re-
leased and both were at odds
with each other. By 7pm, we
had started to receive calls from
reporters and others asking us
how we managed to sharply in-
crease the turnout. We knew
that there had been a mistake,”
said an election official.
“When a sample projection is
made, there could be a huge dif-
ference in the actual turnout of
voters because different polling
stations in the same constitu-
ency don’'t always register simi-
Jar numbers,” said another of-
ficial. For instance, in Chennai
North seat, Jutkapuram (Peri-
amet) recorded nearly 71%
turnout while Elephant Gate
had merely around 40%.
“When an extrapolation is

‘done, these factors should all be

taken into account. However,
there was no need for an ex-
trapolation since returning of-
ficers were promptly recording
the data in the Encore portal.
We are not certain as to why the
ection was done when we

ntacted, the
@mowledged that

3 projection was
did not di-

tion on why it was
done or the number
and criteriaof the poll-
ing stations that were
chosen as samples.
(With inputs by
T Muruganandham @
Chennat)
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TIME TRAVEL: Lok Sabba election in 1967 happened against the backdrop of the Sati-Hindi agitations of 1955, in which the DMK was at the forefront | expass keckves

57yrs on, '67 polling record still unbeaten

Current LS election saw BJP leaving no stone unturned; Modi visited TN at least 10 times

T MURUGANANDHAM & Chens

WITH the final polling percent-
age of Lok Sabha elections in TN
is expected to be just above 70%,
the state has failed once again to
break its ovwn polling percentage
created during 1967 Lok Sabha
elections (T6.56%).

The t poll percentage in
the 1967 elections was significant
sinee it took place in a historical
moment when the DMK snatched
power from the Congress party.
The elections happened in the
backdropof the anti-Hindiagita-
tions of 1965, in which the DMK
was at the forefront.

* Since then, Dravidian majors

5 Pondy booths log

DEBJANI DUTTA &Puducherry
AMIDST the sweltering heat,
five polling booths in the union
territory witnessed exceptional
voter turnout, surpassing 83%,
on Friday ' ;

The overall voter turnout in
the emmltuang{‘soaréd to an
impressive 78.91%, sh ing
the electorate’s enthusiastic
participation in the democratic
process. !

Moreover, all five reserved
assembly segments in Puduch-

erry parliamentary constitu- 111
i}

eney demonstrated substantial
voter participation, with turn-
out figures exceeding 80%.
Thirubuvanai registered
83.89%, Ossudu 82.65%, Em-
balam 85.34%, Nettapakkam
#5.38%, and Nedungadu in Ka-
raikal recorded 80.33%
turnout.

Reflecting on the electoral

have been maintaining bipolar
politics in the state without giv-
ing room forany national party
The Congress has been on a pig-
gyback ride on either the -

After 1967, the voter turnout
crossed 70% in 1984, 2009, 2014
and 2019, Bhe voter turnout was
lowest (below 60%) in 1998 and
1999, when the country faced gen-
eral elections in quick succes-
sion due to unstable coalition

ts.

In the current election, the
BJP left no stone unturned to
gain a strong foothold in Tamil
Nadu. Prime Minister
Maodi visited Tamil Nadu

over

i} NUMBERS

.‘ 9‘

10 times and did a vociferous
campaign, including roadshows,
for BJE A large gamut of union
ministers were also on the cam-
paign. Despite this, the voter
tprnout saw a dip. Further, the
provisional polling percentage
indicates that 35 constituencies
polled lesser votes than in the
2019 Lok Sabha elections while
four constituencies - Kallaku-
richi, S8alem, Coimbatore and
Vellore polled higher votes than
in the previous LS elections.

But, as far as the Assembly
elections are concerned, the
highest was 78.12% in the 2011
elections, when the DMK faced
huge anti-incumbency

93% pollin

landscape, the previous assem-
bly elections witnessed four out
of five seats going to AINRC-
BJP candidates, with one seat
won by an independent candi-
date P Angalan. Notably, after
securing the victory independ-
ently, Angalan later aligned

with BJP in the parliamentary
elections.

The percentage of women

+ yoters was higher (78.78%) as

compared to men (78.33%).

Young voters' participation

was encouraging, said CEO P
Jawahar.




DT Next
2 1APR 20724

Data shows only half of city voters
exercised franchise in LS election

As per EC'’s revised turnout detq:ls 56.10 pc seems to e average polli ing in 3 seats

= RK Nagar tops turnout,
Thousand I.lghts Ieast

mmmmsmmmm
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W*Ammmfturmtdam
released by the Election Commission
of India (ECI) has revealed that only
umwun‘luftlnmtuwanpnlled

re earlier by the Commission
Mﬁ%ﬁdﬂ.ﬂmuﬂttﬂmoﬂ.
Asperdremﬂmddaﬂ,huwwnsﬂm
cles in Chennai recorded an average voter

turnout of 56.10 per cent. Among the 39
t o11: in the state,

g

North Chennai recorded the lowest voter
tumout with 53.91 per cent, 54.27 and 6013

tage of voters turned to poll-

. ing bo mmummmmm

nmbﬂ'tivotm turned out during the
- 2019 LS polls. \

‘In 2019, Central Chennai, North Chen-
nai, and South Chennai registered 58.75
per cent, 64.04 per cent and 56.92 per cent.

Central Chennai murded §9.71, 80.98,

and 49.06 per cent in 2014, 2009, and 2004
respectively.  North recorded
52.76, 64.90, and 45,77 per ceht during those
elections. South Chennai recorded 49.06,
45.77, and 47,93 per cent in 2014, 2009, and

- 2004 respectively.

Speaking to reporters after inspecting
the strongroom in one of the counting
centres, Greater Chennai Corporation
Commissioner and District Election Of
ficer J Radhakrishnan said that the varia-
tion in voters’ turnout was due to comput-
er projections.

“Presiding officers would receive signa-
tures from the voters in Form-17C, who
polled their voters. Basad on the number of
signatures, the polling percentage is calcu-
lated. Earlier data was based on computer
projectign of a certain number of Form-
i'ﬁ‘.'am!ly he explained.

He added that out of 48.69 lakh voters in
the three constituencies, only around 27
lakh votes were polled,

“A detailed analysis will be done to

g N NUMBERS

53.76%

lection
Commisslun of India
revealed that out of
the 18 Assembly
segments in the three
parliamentary constitu-
encies in Chennai, only
three Assembly
segments registered
more than 60 per cent
turnont on Friday.

As per the data, the RK
Nagar assembly segment
in the North Chennai LS
constituency registered
66,75 per cent turnout
which is the highest in
the city. Tiruvottiyur and
Perambur — both in
North Chennai — regis-
tered 62.71 and 60.68 per
cent turnout.

On the other hand,
Thousand Lights in
Central Chennai recorded
52.4 per cent turnout,
which is the lowest among
the 18 Assembly segments.
Harbour, which is also in
Central Chennai, recorded
53.18 per cent turnout.

District Electoral
Officer J Radhakrishnan

| said that the reason for

the low turnout will be
analysed, “Voters in
multi-storeyed buildings
might have avoided
voting as well as high
temperature could have
caused low turnout,” he
opined.

find out the reason for low-
er turnout for better under-
standing. RK Nagar Assem-
bly segment registered 80,75
per out, which is the high-
est, and Thousand Lights
registered 524 per cent
turnout, which is the low-
est, “ he said.

Explaining the security
arrangements at the count-

ing centres, Radhakrishnan
said that strongrooms and
storerooms are being moni-
tored 24/7.

“Personnel from CRPF
will form the first layer of
protection and in total
4layer protection‘has been
provided. No one could not
enter the strongroom.” he
assured.
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laring gap in revised poll
percentage triggers debate

O's office showed a dﬂemnce of 9to 13 pc

In Chennaz, 2 sets of data from the

the State’s 3 Lok Sobh
constituencies in the first
phsae of the ménl elections
- by nearly

debate office
TauﬂNadnC&tefﬂqchml
Officer shared two sets of
data, within a gap of five
hours - between the late

Tl
¥ smmus
Tamilisai loy. o

elled ws"“ma‘“[“l m“mem Btk a College strongroom are mdu a lsumuem

dreds of voters’ names were re-
moved from the voter list to
thwart their winning possibili-
- ties. Tamilisai also charged that
DMK functionaries attempted
booth capturing in one of the
polling stations in Chennai
South and demanded repolling.

‘CEO Sahoo, who ruled out re-
polling, said: “Data entry for
each polling station is now on.

"

The respective ROs are doing il‘-
expect a minor variation

We
from the data on polling percent-
age (69.46%)."

Going by the estimated data,
four constituencies witnessed a

marginal increase in voting,
mnm&mmwbmﬂx

centage points. Villumm(

.ﬁalamoonsﬂmendesa]snwil

nessed a marginal rise between |
0.27 to 1.91%. The polarisation

-on caste lines and the tough fight

between the fronts led by DMK,
AIADME and BJP are attributed
to the trend. Dharmapuri, the

_ Vanniyar-dominant constituen-
this election, a rise of 2.1 per-

¢y where the presence of PMK
leader Anbumani's wife Sowmi-

Coimbatore, Ka!lakurichi 1 !'5 apha‘lup the three-front con-

AN L i
Variations more in
Chennai seats

# CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

In the capital city, the polling percentage differed by 8 to
13 percentage points between the two data. The 7 pm an-
nouncement on polling day said Chennai Central record-
ed 67.35%, which was revised to 53.91% later. That is a
reduction of more than 13 percentage points. In the Chen-
nai South Lok Sabha censtituency, the polling percentage
came dawn to 54.27% from 67.82%, while the polling per-
centage was revised to 60.13% from 69.26% in the Chennai
North gonstituency,

Sahoo said the data shared from 9 am and the periodi-
cal update of the polling percentage on the polling day
was based on “sample data from some polling stations”,
He pointed out that the polling percentage revised from
59.96% to 63.88% after the RO updated the data on Satur-
day and said the overall state percentage of polling is like-
Iy to go up by a few decimal points from 69.46%.

test, witnessed the highest poll-
ingat 81.48%.

However, there was a decline
in voting percentages ranging
between 13 percentage points
and 0.17 percentage points. The
glaring difference in polling
percentage was much more pro-
nounced in the case of some con-
stituencies, especially the ones
in Chennai.  » Continued on P4
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CHENNAI: City Police
Commissioner Sandeep
Rai Rathore on Sajurday
supervised the security
arrangements at the
three counting centres
where Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs) from
three parliamentary
constituencies in
Chennai have been kept.
A four-tier security will
be in place until the
counting day, police said.

After the voting concluded
for the 2024 parliamentary
elections, EVMs from poll-
ing booths in three parlia-
mentary  constituencies,
Chennai (North, Central and
South) were safely transport-
ed with armed security and
{aken to the strong rooms in

the counting centres - Queen
Mary’s college, Loyola Col-
lege and Anna University,
police said.

On the directions of
Commissioner of Police,
Sandeep Rai Rathore, four
layers of strong police secu-
rity arrangements have
been made at the counting
centres, which will be su-
pervised by Additional
Commissioners of Police,
Joint Commissioners and
Deputy Commissioners.

The first layer of security
will be personnel from the
CAPF (Central Armed Po-
lice\Forces) followed by the
TSP’ (Tamil Nadu Special
Police) unit personnel
Greater Chennai Police's
AR (Armed Reserve) per-
sonnel will provide the

third layer of

whiiethafm:rﬁxiayerwﬂl

be from various wings of
aawandorder,crime

about 190 companies of
CAPF had arrived in Chen-
nai for poll duty, of which
15 companies stayed back
until counting day.

Further, the sirong
rooms will be under CCTV
coverage 24/7 and author-
ised agents of political par-
ties can come and check
about the secugity arrange-
ments at any time.

On Saturday Commis-
sioner Rathore inspected
the security arrangements
in place at all three count-
ing centres




DT Next
2 1APR 207

Group of tr ns pose after voting in Choolaimedu -
Women power, missing
youth to be crucial in TN

-lcmnum_m : liwh'msedmthecampaim

management said that they re-
mhmmda ceived highly favourable feed-
palpable political wave in back from the womenfolk ow-
favour of any alliance in ing to the schemes and it could
MMMSM:?&! be the contributor to their vie-

~ not single out which factor or
scheme and its influence

- {ribute to the DMK-led INDIA

the point. But, it seems largely in
Dﬂxhsklm whorwere ac- ﬁtmn‘ufﬂn[NDlAhloc."

among the women could con- -
" bloc’s performance at this
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