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184 polling
stations ready
for today’s
byelection

in Palakkad

The Hindu Bureau
PALAKKAD

Nearly 1.94 lakh voters are
expected to reach the poll-
ing stations in Palakkad on
Wednesday as the consti-
tuency goes to polls to
elect a member to replace
Shafi Parambil in the As-
sembly. The byelection in
Palakkad was necessitated
following Mr. Parambil’s
election to the Lok Sabha
from Vadakara.

Polling will begin at 7
a.m. and continue tll 6
p.m. As many as 184 poll-
ing stations have been ar-
ranged in the constituency
spread across Palakkad
municipality and the pan-
chayats of Mathur, Kannadi
and Pirayiri. There are
194,706 voters in Palakkad,
100,290 of them women.
As many as 2,306 voters
are above 80 years of age,
780 differently abled, and
four transgenders. Elec-
tion officials said that 2,445
were first-time voters and
229 expatriate voters.

Counting will take place
on Saturday.

As many as 736 poll offi-
cials were posted to man-
age the 184 polling booths.
There will be one all-wo-
men polling station and
nine model polling sta-
tions. “We will be ensuring
webcast of the polling from
all booths,” said Collector
S. Chithra.

There are 10 candidates
in the fray, including the
key contestants such as Ra-
hul Mamkootathil of the
UDF, P. Sarin of the LDF,
and C. Krishnakumar of
the BJP.



The

HMinde, CEagiign)

UD..Hn.WnVﬂ.wwG ,:,Mro.m{r

Maharashtra set to vote
today in a single phase

Polling will be held for 288 Assembly seats in the State, along with 38 remaining Jharkhand seats;

results will come out on Nov. 23; enforcement agencies report seizures worth over I1,000 crore

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Assembly elec-
- tions in 288 consti-
tuencies across

Maharashtra and for 38
seats in the final phase in
Jharkhand will be held on
Wednesday.

Votes will be counted on
November 23.

In Maharashtra, where
the Mahayuti alliance aims
to retain power, the BJP is
contesting 149 seats, the
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde-led Shiv Sena 81,
and Ajit Pawar’s Nationalist
Congress Party 59.

On the Opposition front,
the Congress has fielded
101 candidates, Uddhav
Thackeray’s Shiv Sena
(UBT) 95, and the Sharad
Pawar-led NCP (SP) 86. The
BSP is contesting 237 and
AIMIM 17 seats.

The people’s
choice

Assembly elections will be
held today for all seats in
Maharashtra, and 38
constituencies in the final
phase in Jharkhand. Bypolls
will also be held in 15
Assembly constituencies
across four States and a Lok
Sabha seat in Maharashtra

Assembly 288

Maharashtra
Lok Sabha 1
Jharkhand Assembly 38
o . 1y Uttarakhand | Assembly 1
Z ﬁ, .ﬂ!. e Kerala Assembly 2
0, ) e

Assembly 4

P

Poll prep: A polling official
in Mumbai arranges election
material on the eve of the
Maharashtra Assembly polls

Uttar Pradesh | Assembly 9

= 14 seats that were to hold polls on Nov.
13 were postponed due to requests

Source: ECI

In Jharkhand, where the
ruling Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha (JMM)-led coali-
tion is eyeing a repeat, the
BJP is contesting 32 seats
and the All Jharkhand Stu-
dents Union (AJSU) six
seats, whereas in the In-
dian National Develop-
mental, Inclusive. Alliance
bloc, the JMM has fielded
20 candidates, the Con-
gress 13, the Communist

Party of India (Marxist-Le-
ninist) four and the Rash-
triya Janata Dal (R]D) two
candidates.

The JMM and the CPI
(ML) will have a “friendly”
contest in the Dhanwar As-
sembly constituency, while
the Congress and the RJD
will have a “friendly” fight
in Chattarpur and Bish-
rampur constituencies.

On Monday, the Elec-

tion Commission said that
enforcement agencies had
seized cash, liquor, drugs,
freebies, and other induce-
ments amounting to over
1,000 crore as part of the
ongoing Assembly elec-
tions in Maharashtra,
Jharkhand and byelections
till now.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

Maharashtra set to vote
today in a single phase

According to EC, Maharashtra had 9.7 crore regis-
tered voters, including 5 crore men, 4.69 crore
women, and 6,101 transgender voters as on Oc-
tober 30. Among them, 6.41 lakh are Persons with
Disabilities (PwD), and 1.16 lakh are service voters
from the armed forces.

Given the expanded voters’ list, over one lakh
polling stations, up from 96,654 in 2019, have
been set up.

In the run-up to the Maharashtra election, the
enforcement agencies seized cash and goods
worth ¥252.42 crore since the Model Code of Con-
duct (MCC) came into effect on October 15. Be-
sides, 2,469 complaints of MCC violations were re-
ceived via C-Vigil app, with a 99.31% resolution
rate, officials said.

The election campaign was marked by heated
exchanges on a range of issues, with leaders such
as Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge, and Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra addressing rallies across
Maharashtra. The BJP’s campaign slogans, such as
“batenge toh katenge” (divided we perish) and “ek
hain toh safe hai” (united we are safe), drew sharp
criticism from Opposition parties, which accused
the BJP of fomenting communal polarisation.

In Jharkhand, of the 38 seats going to polls in
the second and final phase, 27 are general catego-
ry seats, three are reserved for Scheduled Castes
and eight for Scheduled Tribes. About 1.23 crore
voters are listed in the electoral rolls for this
phase. The first phase held on November 13 co-
vered 43 constituencies.
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Voting to Maharashtra, J’khand
Assemblies conclude today

DC CORRESPONDENTS
WITH AGENCY INPUTS
MUMBAI/DELHI, NOV. 19

Voting for all the 288 -

seats in the Maharashtra
Assembly and 38 seats in
Jharkhand will take place
on Wednesday. While the
polling will be held in a
single phase in
Maharashtra, Jharkhand
has a two-phase voting
with the first phase for 43
seats had taken place on
November 13. Byelections
to nine Assembly seats in
Uttar Pradesh will also be
held on Wednesday.

While the ruling BJP-led
Mahayuti alliance is
vying to retain power in
Maharahstra, the
Congress-led Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) combine is
hoping for a strong come-
back.

Polling will begin in all
the 288 assembly seats at 7
am and end at 6 pm, an
election official said. The
votes will be counted on
November 23.

The election campaign
saw prominent leaders
including Narendra Modi,
Amit Shah, Rahul
Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, .and many Union
ministers crisscrossing
the state to garner votes
for. their candidates.

The Mahayuti, compris-
ing the BJP, Shiv Sena led
by Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde, ~and the
Nationalist Congress

BIP national general secretary Vinod
the media in Mumbai after he was accused of distribut-

awde speaks with

ing cash ahead of the Maharashtra Assembly electmngn

on Tuesday.

Party led by deputy chief
minister Ajit Pawar, is
. banking on its popular

schemes like Majhi Ladki

Bahin for women helping

it retain power.

- The BJP’s use of slogans
like “batenge toh
katenge” and “ek hai toh
safe hai” prompted the
opposition parties to
accuse the Mahayuti of
polarising voters along
religious lines.

The MVA, comprising
the Congress, Shiv Sena
(UBT) and NCP

(Sharadchandra Pawar),
-slammed Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Ad:ltyanath’ use of
“batenge toh katenge”
and PM Modi’s “ek hai toh
safe hai” slogans.

Not all the BJP allies
supported these slogans.
Ajit Pawar, distanced
himself from them.
Deputy chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis
attempted to clarify the
meaning of the slogans,
leading to confusion with-
in the ruling alliance.

BJP GEN SECRETARY

 TAWDE ACCUSED OF
- DISTRIBUTING CASH

DC CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, NOV. 19

A lhajdr political drama
unfolded in Vasai town of

* Maharashtra on Tuesday

after hundreds of supporters
of Bahujan Vikas Aghadi

~ (BVA) gheraoed BJP general

secretary Vinod Tawde in a
hotel for nearly four hours
accusing him of distributing
cash a day before the voting.
Mr. Tawde refuted the allega-
tion and claimed he was
ambushed by BVA support-

“ers as part of a planned con-

spiracy. The election com-.

-mission has started investi-

gatiens into the allegations.
Interestingly, the BVA
accusations came on a day a
BVA candidate contesting
from the Dahanu Assembly
seat, Suresh Padvi, joined the

-BJP and announced his with-

drawal from the election the
day before the voting.

A viral video of the incident
shows BVA workers storm-
ing the Vivanta Hotel in
Palghar during a meeting
between Mr Tawde and Rajan
Naik, the BJP candidate from
the Nalasopara Assembly
seat. The BVA workers
alleged that Mr Tawde was
caught red-handed with Rs 5
crore in cash.
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LDF ad triggers row on eve of Palakkad assembly bypoll

GILVESTER ASSARY | DC
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, NOV 19

On the eve of a critical asse-
mbly by-election, the Palak-
kad district administration
has sought a report from the
Information and Public
Relations Department
(1&PRD) to determine if the
media certification and mon-
itosing committee approved

the controversial advertis-
ement by the ruling LDF
which was featured in some

published in two newspa:
nn_.v Siraj, the official mout-
P!

backed by the EK faction of
Samastha. The advertisem-

ents primarily targeted San-

Varier, a former BJP

In response to the develop-
ment, Sandeep Varier stated

- munal
- votes. However, he expressed

that all the CPM might
have published the advertise-
ment, it was the BJP that fu-

- nded it He accused the LDF

of attem 1o creaie com-

ivisions to garner
confidence that Palakkad's

voters would nd appro-
priately to the LDFs ques-
tionable tactics.

Varier, a former star spok-

esperson of BJP. anmounced
his intention lo pursue legal
action against the advertise-

ments. He refuted the claim
that the advertisement was
religiously motivated, stat-

thut some of ing that permissions were

ﬁw_:-. Jepic bt d for all advertise-
sﬁaawnn. Bgs in four newspa-
Minister M B Rajesh came e attributed the cont-

out with an explanation fol-
lowing the controversy over
the LDF advertisement that
included Sandeep Varier's
anti-Muslim posts and state-

Ecﬂ.a. to a minor technical
jssuc and challenged those
levelling the allegations to
lodge n complaint and assu-
red them that their position

would be clarified. Rajesh
also criticized Congress lead-
ers, such as Shafl Parambil,
for their unwilling mua 1o
refuse the support

After Varier decided 3..&:
the Congress, the CPM inten-
sified its criticism of him.
Previously, some CPM lead-
ers had spoken publicly and
hailed him as a crystal-clear
person who had the potential

to become a good cadre.

Senior CPM leaders, incl-
uding Chief Minister Pina-
rayi , denounced Var-
fer's visit to the residence of
Muslim League leader Pana-
kkad Sadiq Ali Thangal Vija-
yan went so far as to label
Thangul as sympathetic to
Jamaal-e-Islami, which elici-
ted a strong protest from
League leaders.
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‘Delimitation exercise
in NE states can't be
deferred indefinitely’

Dhananjay.Mahapatra

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Tuesday told Union govt
that it cannot indefinitely de-
fer the delimitation exercise
for redrawing boundaries of
parliamentary and assembly
constituencies in north-east-
ern (NE) states of Arunachal
Pradesh, Manipur and Naga-
land in violation of the man-
dateofArtmIeB20ftheCon—
stitution. Article 82
mandates carrying
outadehnntatmnex-
ercise after conduct
of eachcensus.
However, Parlia-
ment had amended
the Article in 2001 to
defer the readjustment of al-
location of seats in the Lok
Sabha to states till after the
census of 2081 It provided
thatthedelimitation exercise
of assembly constituencies
would be based on the 2001
census. A PILfiled in 2022 had
alleged that no delimitation
exercise has been conducted
forthestates of Assam, Mani-

pur, Nagaland and Aruna-
chal Pradesh since 1971. The
delimitation exercise for As-
sam was carriedoutinthere-
centpast, butnotfor the other
three NE states.

The bench asked, “Can
you defer the delimitation ex-
ercise indefinitely in breach
of the mandate of the consti-
tutional provision? We can
understand the situation in
Manipur. What about Aruna-
chal Pradesh and Naga-
land?” Appearing for
the centre, additional
solicitor general
(ASG) K M Nataraj
told a bench of Chief
Justice Sanjiv Khan-
% naand Justice Sanjay

Kumar that the law
and order situation in Mani-
pur as well as strong opposi-
tionfrom severaltribésabout
the sudden suspicious in-
crease in population in Aru-
nachal Pradesh and Naga-
land for thedelimitation exer-
cise is under consideration.
The bench asked Union govt
to submmit its response by the
second weekof Jan.
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 ECl receives 6.85 lakh
applications in spl camps

Chennai: Election Commission of India
(ECI) on Monday said that 6,685,513 applica-
tions were received in the special camps
conducted for inclusion, deletion, linking
of Aadhaar with EPIC, modification, and
transposition of entries, on Nov 16 and 17.
Themajority of the applications (4.42 lakh)
were related to new registration of general
votersabovetheageof 18. Thenextround of
special camps will be held on Nov 23 and 24
atdesignated centres. an

Dy -Nexd
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Bypolls in 15 seats in
four states today

LUCKNOW,/CHANDIGARH: Bypolis in 15
assembly seats spread across Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab, Kerala and
Uttarakhand will be held on Wednes-
day. Votes will be counted on
November 23. The results of the
bypolls, however, will not have any
direct impact on the respective
legislative assemblies. In Uttar
Pradesh, polling will be held in nine
seats. Ninety candidates are in the
fray in these seats with the maximum
of 14 in Ghaziabad. Bypolis will also be
held in four assembly seats — Gidder-
baha, Dera Baba Nanak, Chabbewal
(SC) and Barnala — in Punjab. Polling
will also be heid for Palakkad seat in
Kerala and Kedarnath in Uttarakhand.
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