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DMK, PMK candidates file
nominations for byelection.

to Vikravandi Assembly seat

The Hindu Bureau
VILLUPURAM

The candidates of the DMK
and the PMK filed their
nominations for the Vikra-
vandi  byelection on
Wednesday. ‘

DMK candidate Anniyur
‘Siva filed his papers with
Returning Officer M. Chan-
drasekhar at the Vikravan-
di taluk office. He was ac-

companied by Minister for

Higher Education K. Pon-
mudy, Members of Parlia-
mert S. Jagathrakshakan
and D. Ravikumar, and the
~ district secretary of the
party’s Villupuram South
unit, Gowtham Sigamani.

Addressing the media,
Mr. Ponmudy said he was
confident that his party’s
nominee will win by a mar-
gin of over one lakh votes.
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
had executed several wel-
fare measures for women,
and they would vote for
the DMK, he said.
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Ent_irlng’ the fl:ay: DMK ca idate Anniyur S ling his nomination

with the Returning Officer in Vikravandi on Wednesday. S.5. KUMAR

In the 2021 Assembly
election, the DMK’s N. Pu-
gazhenthi won by a margin
of 9,000 votes against the
AIADMK nominee. The
ATADMK, the PMK and the
BJP were then part of a sin-
gle alliance. With the
ATADMK not contesting
the byelection and the
PMK contesting it with the
support of the BJP, the
margin of victory would be
higher this time, he said.

PMK nominee C. Anbu-
mani also filed his nomina-

tion with the Returning Of
ficer. He was accompanied
by PMK president Anbu-
mani Ramadoss and party
veteran G.K. Mani. He said
the DMK was relying only
on “money power”, while
the PMK was relying on the
people’s strength. “The

DMK will not succeed in

buying votes by deploying
as many as 10 Ministers
who are camping in the
constituency. The PMK will
emerge victorious in the
byelection,” he said.
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- DMK, PMK candidates file papers for bypoll

Times News NETWORK

Villupuram: DMK and PMK
candidates filed their nomina-
tion papers on Wednesday for
Vikravandi bypoll. DMK candi-
date Anniyur Sivafiled his nomi-

nation paper in.the presence of

higher education minister K
Ponmudy and other party func-
tionaries in the morning while
PMK candidate C Anbumani fil-
ed his nomination paper in the
presence of party president An-

bumani Ramadoss in the after-
noon.

Siva is the secretary of DMK
agricultural labourer’s wing.
Anbumani is PMK's vice-presi-
dent. Naam Tamilar Katchi
(NTE) has fielded homoeopathy

‘doctor Abinaya Ponnivalavan,
28. The main opposition party

ATADMK decided to boycott the
bypoll. - A

The seat fell vacant after
DMK MLA N Pugazhenthi, 69,
died in April this yearafterapro-

longed illness. The Vikravandi
assembly segment, which was
formed after the delimitation ex-
ercise in 2011, faced three assemb-
1y polls and one bypoll. DMK won
twice and ATADMEK and CPM (in
alliance with ATADMK) once in
thelastfourpollsinthisagrarian
constituenecy.

Nomination for the bypoll
commenced on June 14, Lastdate
for filing nomination is on June
21. Polling is on July 10. The re-
sults will be declared on July13.
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With AIADMK and DMDK boycotting, this DMK- PMK battle i zs as much a precursor to

the 2026 assembly polls as a matter of prestige

Vikravandi: Smal

Julie.Mariappan@timesgroup.com
e decision of AIADMK and DMDK.
to boycott the Vikravandi bypell on
July 10 has made it a direct fight
between DMK candidate Anniyur

Siva and PMK’s C Anbumani.

The result makes little difference to DME
in the 234-seat assembly, where it has 132 mem-
bers, but it can ill-afford to let NDA member
PMK walk away with the seat. While the DME,
which won the seat last two times, looks to
continue its winning streak, PMK and NDA
think a win here would help catalyse an op-
position consolidation for 2026.

DMK attributes AIADMK’s decision to a
“secret pact with BJP”; insiders say general
secretary Edappadi K Palaniswami doesn’t
want any more damage to his party’s image
. before the 2026 assembly election.

PMK, known for its strong criticism of

In the recent Lok Sabha elections, the

_ ATADMK alliance came third in 10 con-
stituencies and forfeit-

ed deposits in nine

doaway with the %
it has decided to contest anikravandi.a. 3

party contested alone in mls. constituencies includ-
PMK seemstoh ing Chennai South and
afmrtheparty’sstarmntmtantSuw- Cm.mhamm.DMKrecurdeda
miya Anbumani lost by 21,300 votes 6.5% drop in vote share since I
in the PMK stronghold of Dharma- 2019, partly because it con-  win
puri Lok Sabha constituency. PMK tested only 21 seats this time T
struggling to recover from compared to 24 last time. The

party considers a victory im-

has
the losses it suffered in the recent
- perative to keep up its tempo

polls and regain its foothold in the 4

northern region. PMK spokes- before the next assembly elec-

man K Balu said PMK con- tion when actor Vijay’s Tami-

sidered the “prevailing cir- laga Vettri Kazhagam makes
cumstances”, including its electoral entry -

losing Dharmapuri Lok DMK has formed an election committee
Sabha seat by a narrow ot‘e@tmjmslnrsbeadedbyﬁmnermmmar
margin, for participating KPunmudyandWSJagatmkshakm “We
in the bypoll. will wint of three

years and our fnrm.[dahle alliance that re-
mains intact. AIADMK is indirectly backing
NDA for its future bargain,” says DMK

PMK is pinning its
hope on AIADMK voters
besides its traditional

vote bank. “When AJ- % spokesman R S Bharathi.
ADME abstains, will its In the Lok Sabha elections, DMK
voters let DMK win?" says auyvcxmnmsvmmmevm

vandiassembly segment; AIADME

got 65,365 and PMK 32,198. This

~ time, DMK faces increassd

~ scrutiny from vanniyars due

to unfulfilled promises such

ag caste census, internal quo-

~ ta and a proposed memorial

for those killed in quota pro-

tests in the past. DMK is con-

cerned whether AIADMK's
absence would benefit PME.

ing its region of influence
more than ever, since its
total vote share has dipped
by more than 1% since2019
despite the party contesting
more seats in.the northern =
districts.

For AIADMK contesting

€ Anburzni

v

PMK's support hadpmved beneﬂ.clalﬁor
ATADMEK when Palaniswami's govt was strug-

 gling to keep itself afloat in 2019. ATADMK

got the essential nine seats in the bypoll for
22 seats, including three ~dominated

vanniyar-
* seats in the north. The local caste dynamics

and potential disturbances in the northern
belt up to Salem in the west in the 2025 election
may have prompted AIADMK to take the gam-

blsofboynutﬁngﬂ:ebyelecﬁon

in Vikravant

AIADM'K is puiting on a
brave face. “This (boycott) will
niot hinder our chances of re-
cording a massive victory in
2026. Except for OPS, TTV, Sasi
group, and BJP, any party is
free to align with us in 2026,"

the party maintains that politi-
~ calrealignment is imminent.
This is not the first time
ATADMEK is boycotting bypolls. In 2009, when
DMK was in power, Jayalalithaa chose to boy-
cott bypolls in the five constituencies of Bur-
gur, Srivaikuntam, llayangudi, Thondamu-
thur and Cumbum. She expressed concerns
about fair play in the electoral process. Simi-
larly, in 2012, DMK led by M Karunanidhi
boycotted the Pudukkottai bypoll, expressing
doubts over Election Commission’s ability to

ally vote for ATADMK are likely to choose
PMK this time, NTK may find its catch among
non-vanniyars. Actor Vijay has decided to
remain neutral The Vikravandi bypoll result
wouldn’t change the configuration of the as-
sembly much, but it would be a precursor to
possible political dynamics ahead of the next

assembly election.
Email your feedback with name and
address to southpole.toi
@timesgroup.com
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