Simultaneous polis pian
gets Union Cabinet nod

Govt. to form implementation group to hold consultation; PM calls proposal an important step

towards making democracy ‘ participative, Congress terms it impractical, against Constitution

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

he Union Cabinet

on Wednesday ac-

cepted the recom-
mendations of a high-level
committee headed by
former President Ram
Nath Kovind which had
proposed  simultaneous
elections to the Lok Sabha
and Assemblies as the first
step, and municipal and
panchayat polls within 100
days of the general election
in the next phase.

“This is an important
step towards making our
democracy even more vi-
brant and participative,”
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, a strong votary of si-
multaneous polls, said in a
post on X.

Calling it a giant stride
towards electoral reforms,
Home Minister Amit Shah,
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Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw addressing a press conference on

‘Election:

simultaneous elections, in New Delhi on Wednesday. Minister of
State for Information and Broadcasting L. Murugan is at right. ani

in a post on X, said, “This
reflects Modi Ji’s iron will
to bolster our democracy
through clean and finan-
cially efficient elections
and accelerate economic
growth through more pro-
ductive allocation of re-
sources.”

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge, however,

dismissed the idea as “im-
practical”

“This is against the Con-
stitution, this is contrary to
democracy, this is against
federalism. The country
will never accept this,” he
said.

Announcing the Union
Cabinet’s approval to the
proposal of simultaneous

It will destroy
federalism,

says Opposition

NEW DELHI

Opposition parties criticised
the proposal for simultaneous
elections, claiming that it will
destroy federalism and is
“impractical”. They asked how
the government would deal
with situations when a ruling
party loses majority in a State
or at the Centre. » PAGE 10

elections at a media brief-
ing, Union Information
and Broadcasting Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said an
implementation  group
would be formed to take
forward the recommenda-
tions of the Kovind panel.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12
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Simultaneous polls plan
gets Union Cabinet nod

He said detailed discussions would be held on va-
rious fora across the country over the next few
months.

“Our government believes in creating a consen-
sus on items that affect our democracy, the nation
in the long run. And this is a subject that will
strengthen our democracy, Centre-State rela-
tions...,” Mr. Vaishnaw said.

Asked if the government had a specific timeline
such as the 2029 Lok Sabha election for its imple-
mentation, Mr. Vaishnaw said the implementation
would take place after completing the legal
processes. i

The report of the Kovind panel, which ran into
more than 18,000 pages, was submitted to Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu in March.

To synchronise the elections, the committee
has suggested that the President, through a notifi-
cation issued on the first sitting of the Lok Sabha
post the general election, set an ‘Appointed Date’.
This date would mark the beginning of the new
electoral cycle. The State Assemblies, which are
formed after the date and before the completion
of the Lok Sabha’s term, would conclude before
the subsequent general election. After this, elec-
tion to the Lok Sabha and all State Assemblies
would be held simultaneously.

The committee had factored scenarios such as
a hung House, or a no-confidence motion, and re-
commended amendments to Article 83 (duration
of Houses of Parliament) and Article 172 (duration
of State legislatures) of the Constitution.

It recommended a common electoral roll,
which would need coordination between the
Election Commission of India (ECI) and State Elec-
tion Commissions (SECs). The ECI is responsible
for the Lok Sabha and Assembly polls, while the
local body elections for municipalities and pan-
chayats are managed by the SECs. The proposed
changes regarding the single electoral roll and sin-
gle voter ID card would need ratification by at
least half of the States.
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J&K phase I poll peaceful:
records a 61.13% turnout

Peerzada Ashi

SRINAGAR

Voters turned out in good
numbers in the 24 Jammu
and Kashmir constituen-
cies that went to the polls
in the first phase of the As-
sembly election on Wed-
nesday, registering a poll-
ing percentage of 61.13%.

There was a clear in-
crease in turnout in all 16
seats in the militancy-af-
fected areas of the Kashmir
Valley, in comparison with
the last Assembly election
held a decade ago, with
many voters and candi-
dates expressing hope that
the democratic exercise
will bring change to the
region.

Kishtwar recorded the
highest turnout of 80.14%
and Pulwama the lowest at
46.65%, as per provisional
data at 11.50 p.m. “Peaceful
polling was observed in
J&K. There are no instanc-
es where we have to go for
repoll,” J&K’s Chief Electo-
ral Officer P.K. Pole said.

Wait ends: Women queue up at a polling station in Shopian,

south of Srinagar, on Wednesday. IMRAN NISSAR

Upbeat about the voter
turnout, Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Ku-
mar said all sections of so-
ciety had responded to the
call of democracy whole-
heartedly. “Long queues of
voters at the polling sta-
tions showcased to the en-
tire world, the deep trust
and confidence of the peo-
ple of J&K in the democrat-
ic exercise,” Mr. Kumar
said in New Delhi.

The eight seats of the
Chenab Valley in Doda,

Kishtwar and Ramban dis-
tricts recorded between
68% and 82% polling,
while the newly created
constituency of Padder-
Nagseni in Kishtwar regis-
tered a turnout of 80.67%.
The intensity of local
participation was evident
from the women who
swarmed the booths.
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J&K phase | election
Peaceful; 61.13y turnout
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61% turnout in first
phase of J&K elections

Jammu/Srinagar: The first of
three phases of J&K assembly
elections recorded a voter furn-
out of 60.8% (as of 11.20pm)
across 24 constituencies Wednes-
day, covering seven districts in
south Kashmir and Jammu divi-
sionon eitherside of the PirPan-
:gal range, report Sanjay Kha-
juria & Saleem Pandit.

Voting proceeded peacefiilly
amid high security, according to
J&K’s chief electoral officer PK
Pole, and the final tarnout could
slightly increase once data from
remote areas and postal ballots
are included.

“Today’s voting percentageis

higher than previous elections
held in 2009, 2014, and 2024 (Lok
Sabha), and 2008 and 2014 (as-
sembly),” Pole said, expressing
satisfaction with the voter en-
gagement in 16 constituencies in
south Kashmir known for their
low turnout. “I am sure that in
the next two phases, the voting
percentage will be much higher
than today” he said in Jammu
city

Votingfor26seats willbeheld
in the second phase on Sept 25,
followed by 40 seats in the final
round on OctL i

» Highest in 25years, P9

J&K's highest polling
percentage in 25 years;

promP 1

":{ rotes will be counted
/ onOct8.

¥ In 2014, the total
trnout wasnearly 66%, but
tk assembly’s strength was
g'then, including four seats
fam Ladakh. This was the
hzhest polling percentage
i125 years despite calls by
Hrriyat leaders like Syed

A Shah Geelani and Mir-

wiz Umar Farooq toboycott
tkelections. :

'The 2024 assembly elec-
tins are the first in 10 years
a1l since the abrogation of
Aticle 370 in Aug 2019 and
th bifurcation of theregion
iro Union territories —
J& and Ladakh. Following
th 2023 delimitation exer-
cis, the assembly now has
9(eats, with 47 representa-
tivs from Kashmir and 43
fran Jammu.

The delimitation exer-

66% turnout

in204

FIRST PHASE: Voters show
their slips at a women-only
polling station in Kishtwar -
district on Wednesday

cise ensured that no constit-
uency straddles two dis-
tricts, allowing for clearer
district-wise figures this
time, Pole said. Voter turn-
out varied across districts.
In south Kashmir Kul-
gam district recorded 62.5%,
while Pulwama had the low-
est with46.7%. In the Jammu
division, districts like Kisht-
warsaw79.4%, the highestre-
corded intheregion.
Fullreport onwww.toi.in



£9% furnout as J-K votes with
ballots, not bullets in Phase 1

Overall turnout in incident-free polls highest in past 7 LS and assembly elections

SRINAGAR/JAMMU; About 59 per
cent of the electorate in
Jammu and Kashmir turned
out to vote on Wednesday,
giving a thumbs up to the
union territory’s first
assembly election since the
abrogation of Article 370 in
2019 with round one going off
without incident.

Chief Electoral Officer PK Pole
said this is the highest voter furn-
~ out in the past seven Lok Sabha
and assembly elections in Jammu
and Kashmir. The figures might
go up after the final reports are
received from the remote pockets
and postal ballots, he said.

Voting began at 7 am and pro-
ceeded steadily through the day.
Men and women, the young and
old, some too frail to walk and oth-
ers patiently waiting their turn,
queued up outside polling booths
across Kashmir Valley and Jam-
mu, Of the 90 seats, 24 voted in the
first phase - 16 in the Kashmir
Valley and eight in the Jammu re-
gion. Over 2.3 million voters were
eligible to cast the ballot to deter-
mine the fate of 219 candidafes,
including 90 Independents.

i

At 9 am, two hours after poil-
ing began, the turnout was 11.11
per cent. At 1 pm, it was 26.72 per
cent. At 3 pm, 50.65 per cent of the
voters had turned up. And by 5
pm, the number had inched up fo
58.19percent.

After the polling ended at 6 pm,
Chief Electoral Officer PK Pole
said tentatively the overall voter
twrnout was about 59 per cent -
the highest in the past seven Lok
Sabha and assembly elections.
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The elections fo the 30-member
assembly are the first since Arti-
cle 370 granting special status to
Jammu and Kashmir was abro-
gated in August 2019 and the state
was downgraded into the union
territories of Jammu and Kash-
mir, and Ladakh.

Security forces fanned out to
ensure that there was no frou-
ble. The day was largely without
incident except for reports of
clashes between political work-

‘One nation, one poll’
cleared by Cabinet

NEW DELHI: Moving ahead with
its “one nation, one election”
plan, the government on
Wednesday accepted a
high-level panel’s recommen-
dations for holding simultane-
ous polls for the Lok Sabha,
state assemblies and local
bodies in a phased manner
after a conntrywide consen-
sus-building exercise.

Asserting that several political
parties are already on board, the
government said even those par-
ties that are opposed o it may
now feel pressure from within to
change their stand due o the
widespread support on the issue
from the people of the counfry.
Annotmeing the Union Cabi-
net’s approval to the proposal,

_ Information and Broadcasting

Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said
an implementation group would
be formed to take forward therec-
ommendations of the panel head-
ed by former president Ram Nath
Kovind and detailed discussions
would be held on various fora
across the country over the next
few months.

Ram Nath Kovind presents
report to President Murmu
recommendations could be im-
plemented and whether a bill
would be brought in the upcom-
ing winter session of Parliament,
Vaishnaw evaded a direct reply
but pointed out that Union Home
Minister Amit Shah has said the
government would implement it
in its current tenure.

After the discussions are com-
pleted, implementation would
follow in steps and it would be the
government’s endeavour to build
a consensus over the next few
menths, he said.

Once the consultation process
is over, the government will draft
a bill, place it before the cabinet
and subsequently, take it to Par-
lament for simultaneous polls to
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ers in some areas of Bijbehara
and DH Pora. i

Prime Minister ~Narendra
Modi was among the several lead-
ers encouraging vofers to come
out in large numbers and take
part in the “festival of democra-
cy”. In a post on X, he particular-
1y targeted young and first-time
voters in his appeal.

The next phases are on Septem-
ber 25 and October 1, and count-
ing on October 8.
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