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Two Bills on simultaneous
elections rock Parliament

Opposition terms legislation an assault on basic strucmre of Constitution: Law Minister 5ays o

change to powers enjoyed by the States, agrees to send Bills to Joint Parliamentary Commitree

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

wo Bills seeking to
implement  simul-
taneous elections
1o the Lok Sabha and the
State Assemblies were in-
moduced in the Lok Sabha

on Tuesday bv Law Minis- -

ter Arjun Ram Meghwal af-
ter an intense debate dur-
ing which Opposition
members asserted that the
legislation were “anti-fed-
eral” and* went against the
basic smucrure of the
Constitution.

The Constitution (129th
Amendment) Bill was in-
troduced in the House by
Mr. Meghwal after a 50-mi-
nute debate, followed by a
division of votes as Opposi-
tion members insisted on
it. While 263 members vot-
ad in favour of introducing
the Bill, 198 opposed it.

Afjun Ram Meghwal introduces the two

Bills in the Lok Sabha

during the Winter Session of Parliament. ani

The Law Minister also
miroduced the Union Ter-
ritories Amendment Bill,
which seeks to align elec-
tions in the Union Territo-
ties of Puducherry, Delhi,
and Jammu and Kashmir
with the Lok Sabha elec-
tion.

Responding to the de-
bate, Mr. Meghwal said the

legislation did not tamper
with the powers enjoyed
by the States. He said that
principles such as judicial
review, federal character
of the Constitution, separa-
tdon of powers, secular
character, supremacy of
the Constitution. did not
change with these Bills.
“There will be no tam-

pering with the basic struc-
ture of the Constitution,”
Mr. Meghwal said, befora
agreeing to move a resolu-
tion to send the Bills to a
Joint Parliamentary
Committes.

Leading the Opposi-
don’s charge was Congress
member Manish Tewari,
who called the move an
“assault on the basic struc-
ture of the Constitution
and beyond the legislative
competence of this
House”. “How is it possible
under our constitutional
scheme that the tenures of
State legislatures can be
made subject to the tenure
of the national legisla-
ture... Under the consttu-
tonal scheme, the States
are separatz and equal
constituents,” he said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Bills on simultaneous
polls rock Parliament .

Home Minister Amit Shah informed the House
that when the two Bills were being approved by
the Union Cabinet, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had favoured refecring them to a Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee for wider deliberations at every
level.

“Detailed discussions can take place in the JPC.
The report of the JPC will be approved by the Cabi-
net. Then again, there will be a discussion on this
in the House,” he said.

The Opposition leaders argued that the consti-
tutional amendment would make the State legisla-
wires “subordinate” to Parliament and, therefore,
would undermine the mandate of the people of a
State.

“The State government is not subordinate to
the Central government or Parliament. The Bills
take away the autonomy of the State Assembly. It
is not an election reform but just the fulfilment of
one gentleman's desire and dream,” Trinamool
Congress MP Kalyan Banerjee said.

Making 4 powerful intervention, the Congress's
deputy leader of the House, Gaurav Gogoi, argued
that the Bills give “excessive powers” to tha Elec-
tion Commission, whose role and powers have
been circumscribed in the Constitution.

Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam leader T.R. Baalu
said, “The electors have the right to elect the go-
vernment for five years and this right cannot be
curtailed with simultaneous elections.”

Mr. Baalu, Mr. Gogoi, and Nationalist Congress
Party (Sharadchandra Pawar) member Supriya
Sule favoured referring the Bills t¢ a parliamen-
rary commitiee, if they could not be withdrawn.

Samajwadi Party member Dharmendra Yadav
said the move would take away the plurality and
diversity of the States, while All India Majlis-e-Itte-
hadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) leader Asaduddin
Owaisi claimed that the Bills would “finish off re-
gional parties”, “The Bills indirectly seek to intro-
duce Presidential form of democracy,” Mr. Owaisi
said.

There was also a heated debate over Speaker
Om Birla allowing members of the Treasury
Benches - the Telugu Desam Party (TDP) and the
Shiv Sena (Shinde) - to speak on the Bills.

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju said
the Speaker had given a ruling to allow floor lead-
ers of all parties to speak on the introduction of
the Bills. “You alone do not represent Parliament,
every political party has a representation here,”
Mr. Rifiju said.

The TDP and the Shiv Sena, both BJP allies, ex-
tended “unwavering support” for the Bills.

Congress MPs Manickam Tagore and Shashi
Tharoor cited the division of votes to point out the
pelitical challenge for the government.

“My view is that this entire thing is a folly. In
any case, the votes today have detnonstrated that
the BIP does not have the two-thirds majority re-
quired to pass a constitutional amendment,” Mr.
Tharoor said.

While a simple majority is required to intro-
duce a Bill to ainend the Constitution, its passage
requires two-thirds majority. So, of the 461 MPs
present on Tuesday, the government would have
required more than 307 MPs voting in its favour.

“If there would have been a voting on these Bills
today, the Bills would not have passed...,” Mr. Ta-
gore added.

This is the first time that the electronic voting
system was used in the new Parliament.
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ONOE bill introduced amid
pushback from oppositit;n

5 PM wants wide consultation on poll reform
; L AGAINST FEDERALISM,

NEW DELHI, DEC. 17

Che government on Tue-

sday introduced the Const-
tution (129th Amendm-
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Introducing the two bills,
Jnion law minister Arjun
lam Meghwal asserted
hat the legislation will not
amper with the powers

ous elections, were introduced in
the Lok Sabha at the Winter session
of Parliament, in New Delhi,
Tuesday

Lok Sabha a “direct
assault on the very
foundation of our
democracy built

tem.” The BJP said
ONOE is needed for
political stability.
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enjoyed by states and it

will be sent to the Joint
Parliamentary Committee
(JPC) for detailed discus-
sion.

Mr Meghwal said the pro-
posed bills to simultane-
ously hold the Lok Sabha

and state Assemblies elec-
lt‘mns' did not attack the
‘basic structure doctrine,
as claimed by the
O.?position",

Principles such as judi-
cial review, the Faderal
character of the

Constitution, separation of
powers, secular character
and supremacy of the
Constitution have not been
changed,” Mr Meghwal
said, adding that the objec-
tions to the bills were polit-
ical in nature. 2 P4

ONOE Bill in Lok Sabha, to

go to Parliament p
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5 AIMIM  leader Asaduddin

Owaisi said.

Union homé minister Amit

Trinamul Congress mem-

Shah said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi favours refer-
ring the bills to a joint com-
mittee of Parliament

for

- ber Kalyan Banerjee said the
bills linked the tenure of
state Assemblies to that of
the Lok Sabha, thus under-
mining the mandate of the

wider deliberations at every
level. “Detailed discussions
can take place in the JPC. The
report of the JPC will be
approved by the Cabinet.
Then again, there will be a
discussion on this (bills) in
the House,” Mr Shah said.
The government introduced
the Constitution (128th
Amendment) Bill 2024 and
the Union Territories Laws
(Amendment) Bill 2024 even
as Opposition parties caused
an uproar in the Lok Sabha.
The Constitution (129th
Amendment) Bill 2024 was
introduced in the Lok Sabha
after a nearly 90-minute
debate, followed by a division
of votes. As many as 269
e amhane watad in favonr of

amending power of the
Parliament.

“Beyond the seventh sched-
\le of the Constitution is the
pasic structure doctrine,

_which spells out that there

are certain features of the
Constitution beyond the
amending power of the
House. The essential features
are federalism and the struc-
ture of our democracy.
Therefore, the bills moved by
the minister of law and jus-
tice are an absolute assault
on the basic structure of the

people.

“The state government is
not subordinate .to the
Central government or
Parliament. The bills take
away the autonomy of the
state Assembly. It is not an
election reform but just the
fulfilment of one gentleman's
desire and dream,” he said.

Backing the bills, TDP mem-
ber and Union minister
Chandra hel
Pemmasani  said, “One
nation, one election” will
reduce expenditure on polls
and enhance logistical effi-
ciency

Shiv Sena member Shrikant
Shinde hit out at the
ngosgiti‘on. s:'lying they were
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Delhi poll date soon? EC to
review preparations today

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 17

The Election
Commission of India
has called for a prepara-
tory meeting on
Wadnesday over next
‘yvear’s Delhi Assembly
elections. The dates for
_the much-anticipated
polls will be announced
ghorﬂy after this meet-

ing.

The AAP has already
taken the lead by
announcing the names
of candidates of all the
70 Assembly seats.
While the Congress,
which has not been able
to open its account in
the last two Assembly
polls, has released iis
first list of 21 candi-
dates, and the BJP,
which is trying to make

a4 comeback after 25
years, is yet to declare
any of its candidates.

AAP chief Arvind
Kejriwal has confirmed
that he will contest
from his New Delhi
seat in the upcoming
polls while chief minis-
ter Atishi will fight
from her Kaikaji con-

stituency. The AAP’s

list also includes 10
turncoats, seven from
the BJP and three from
Congress. The party
has even dropped 17 sit-
ting MLAs, replaced
three other legislators
with family members,
and swapped candi-
dates in two constituen-
cies.

In a swipe at the BJP,
Mr Kejriwal said on X,
“BJP is missing. They
have no CM face, no

team, no planning, and
no vision for Delhi.
They have only one slo-
gan, only one policy,
and only one mission
— ‘Remove Kejriwal’.
Ask them what they
did in five years, and
they vreply, ‘Cursed
Kejriwal a lot.””

Leaving no margin for
its INDIA block partner
AAP the Congress is.
expected to go whole
hog and has fielded
Sandeep Dikshit, son of
the late three-time
Delhi chief minister
Sheila Dikshit against
Mr Kejriwal. There are
indications that the BJP
may put forward
Parvesh Verma, son of
the late chief minister
Sahib Singh Verma, for
the race from the New
Delhi seat.
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Erode MLA
vacancy
notified

Times News NETWoRK

Chennai: The Tamil Nadu
assembly secretariat has
declared a vacancy follo-
wing the demise of Cong-
ress leader, Erode East
MLA and former Union mi-
nister E VK SElangovan.

The Election Commis-
sion issued a directive on
Friday to chief electoral of- -
ficersacrossthe country, se-
eking details of notified va-
cancies with respect to le-
gisiative assemblies and
Lok Sabha.

“Thechief electoral offi-
cers have been told to enter
the said vacancies in the
election planning portal,
along with election petition
status, if any; by Dec 20 wit-
hout fail. Sincethe vacancy
arose more than a year befo-
re the assembly election, it
is likely to hold a by-poll,”
said a source.

Incidentally, the state
did not see by-polls to four
seats after the demise of sit-
ting MLAs K P P Samy, S
Kathavarayan, J Anbazha-
gan, and R Doraikkannu, in
2020. .

Despite notification of
the vacancies, by-elections
were not held. The seats ul-
timately went to polls du-
ring the assembly election
held in 2021, along with 230
other constituencies.



Referred To JPC
For Scrutiny

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Centre on Tues-
day introduced in Lok Sabha
the Constitution (129th
Amendment) Bill and the
Union Territories Amend-
ment Bill, 2024, to change
laws for holding simultane-
ous elections of the Lok Sab-
ha and assemblies alongwith
UTs. However, there was a
massive uproar from the op-
position parties, underlining
the challenge Modi govt
would face to achieve its ob-
jective of synchronising
polls. !

The 9%-minute debate saw
the opposition parties claim
that the ‘one nation, one elec-
tion’ (ONOE) plan was against
the spirit of federalism, ex-
ceeded the legislative compe-
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Govt tables ONOE bills in LS;
oppn says nos. won't

BillsSet TOBe 50 BJP MPs ABSENT DESPITE WHIP _

constitutionat amendment. *

tence of Parliament and was
partof aconspiracy tobringin
dictatorship by stealth.

Govt defended the effort
saying it is now 41 years
since Election Commission
recommended the clubbing
of polls and said the two
bills would be referred to a
joint committee of Parlia-
ment for scrutiny.

Total votes A ‘! MPs.forintroduchon' n | Against '
461 o ofbil 2630 | 196 % |
> Introduction of bill requires would have needed 307 votes)
simple majority of those » Electronic voting used for
present and voting. On Tuesday, | the first time in LS in new
the required number was 231 Parliament House. After this,
and govt comfortably MPs voted by paper slips

> To amend Constitution, > BIP plans to seek

2/3rds majority of members from 20 of its MPs who viere
present and voting required. absent during voting despite
In full LS, govt would need 362. party issuing a whip asking all
(Oppn pointed out on Tues, govt | members to be present

; : off
2 ~INEVOIES today have_’demﬁumtedthat BiPdoes | Do
) riot have the twosthirds majority required (o pass d nE
s ”ﬁﬁﬁWi e

A vote on whether the
bill should be introduced saw
the ruling side prevail witha
969-198 score despite the glar-
ing absence of 20 members,
including ministers, from
BJP who did not malke it de-
spite a whip mandating their
presenee.

‘Cong wants 50%
cap off to give
Muskims quota’

Jopeist cu
| tionof Mcdigovi’sopposition
to the demand by Congress and

“They (Congress)
do mnot want any welfare of

the limit of 50% ...
onceagainlmywitha]lrespon—
sibilitymthishousemataslong
25 BJP has evenone ME we will
not allow reservation on the ba-
sis of religion.” Shah was reply-
ingtothetwo-daydebate nRSto
mark 75 years of the Constifu-
tion. He also said BJP would
bring UCC in every state
through demoeratic processes.
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‘Move Aligns LS, Assembly Poll Cycle

New Delhi: Ahead of thegovt
tabling the ‘one nation, one
clection’ billsinthe Lok Sabha
on Tuesday, the law ministry
said the idea of simulianeous
polls proposes aligning the
elaction cycles of the Lok Sab-
ha and state assemblies, but
voting may continueto be held
in muliiple phases, not neces-
sarily on the same day across
the country. “Voters o cast
their ballots for both tiers of
govt (Parliament and assem-
blies) on the same day in their
constituencies, though voting
could still occur in phases
across the country;” the minis-
trysaid in an explainer.

For the first 15 years, from
1951-52 to 1967, simultaneous
elections were held for the Lok
Sabha and assemblies, it said
and added that this cycle of
synchronised elections was
disrupted in 1968 and 1969 due
to the premature dissolution
of somestate assemblies.

Some states such as Tripu-
ra and Nagaland due to their
formation were not aligned
with the Lok Sabha polls, yet
someotherswere prematurely
dissolved by the Cenire
through President’s Rule un-
der Article 356. The first to go
was the Left govt in Kerala in
1959. The non-Congress govis
in Punjab, Haryana, UP and
Bihar were similarly dis-
solved, and President’s Rule
imposed in 1968. BJP has ac-
cused Congress of misusing
Article 356 at least 50 times to
dissolve elected govts instates.

“ThefourthLokSabhawas
also dissolved prematurely in
1970, with fresh elections held

The Tixay
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ynchronised election plan has
public & political support: Govt

SHOW OF HANDS: Lok Sabha MPs give voice vote on the ‘One Nation
One Election’ Bill during the winter session of Parfiament on Tuesday

s, Voting Ca

o

in1971. Unlike thefirst,second,
and third Lok Sabhas, which
completed their full five-year
terms, the fifth Lok Sabha's
term was extended until 1977
under Article 352 because of
the declaration of the Emer-
gency,” the ministry said.

Since then, only a few Lok
Sabha terms have lasted the
full five years, such as the
eighth, 10th, 14th and 15th. Oth-
ers, including the sixth, sev-
enth, ninth, 1ith, 12th and 13th,
were dissolved early.

Thrice, the Lok Sabha was
dissolved prematurely within
one and half years: the ninth
Lok Sabha was dissolved with-
in one year and three months
on March 13, 1991; again the
11th Lok Sabha was dissolved
within one year and six
months on Dec 41997; the 12th
Lok Sabha had the shortest pe-
riod of one year and a month
and was dissolved on Apr 26,
1999. The next Lok Sabha was
also dissolved prematurely on
Feb 6, 2004, eight months
ahead of schedule.

By proposing to align these
elections, the high-level com-
mittee on simultaneous elec-
tions led by former President

Ram Nath Kovind has led the
groundwork for a fransforma-
tive shift in India’s electoral
process, the ministry said.

“The proposed phased ap-
proach to implementing si-
multaneous elections, along
with constitutional amend-
ments, could pavethe way fora
more efficient and stable elec-
toralenvironment in India,” it
said. The govt claims that the
proposed simultaneous elec-
tions have widespread public
and political support as it
streamlines democratic proc-
esses and bolsters the efficien-
cy of governance.

The Kovind panel received
over 21,500 responses, with
80% in favour of simultaneous
elections. People from most of
states and UTs supported syn-
chronisation of elections, in-
cluding those fromopposition-
governed states such as Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka and
West Bengal. Of the 47 politi-
cal parties whichsenttheirre-
sponses, 32 supported simulta-
neous polls while 15 raised
their concerns about potential
anti-democratic effects and
marginalisation of regional
parties.

n Be In Phases’

Despite having
e-voting option,
few MPs take
ballot route

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: The voting proc-
ess for introduction of the
Constitution (129th Amend-
ment) Bill and the Union Ter-
ritories Amendment Bill, 2024
wasn't all smooth sailing.
Though the new Lok Sabha
has provision for electronic
voting, some members insist-
ed on exercising their fran-
chise through ballot paper.

The Speaker explained
how the electronic voting sys-
tem workad in the new House
and said that if someone has
any confusion about the re-
sults of the vote cast through
the machine they can opt for
the ballot paper.

Those in favour of the bill
had to press the green button
on the automatic vote record-
ing system installed on each
seat, thoseagainsthadtopress
the red button and members
wanting to abstain from vot-
ing had the choice to press the
yellow button.

However, due to the confu-
sion, voting had to be carried
out twice and even then, some
of the MPs chose to opt for vot-
ing through the ballot papers.
Total 269 members voted in fa-
vour of the Bills while 198 oth-
ers opposed it and, thus, the
bills were accepted for intro-
duction in the Lower House.



‘Move Aligns LS,

Times News Network

New Delhi: Ahead of the govt
tabling the ‘one nation, one
election’ bills inthe Lok Sabha
on Tuesday, the law ministry
said the idea of simultaneous
polls proposes aligning the
election cycles of the Lok Sab-
ha and state assemblies, but
voting may continue to be held
in multiple phases, not neces-
sarily on the same day across
the country “Voters to cast
their baliots for both tiers of
govt (Parliament and assem-
blies) on the same day in their
constituencies, though voting
could still occur in phases
across the country;” the minis-
irysaidin anexplainer

For the first 15 years, from
195152 to 1967, simultaneous
elections were held for the Lok
Sabha and assemblies, it said
and added that this cycle of
synchronised elections was
disrupted in 1968 and 1969 due
to the premature dissolution
of somestate assemblies.

Some states such as Tripu-
ra and Nagaland due to their
formation were not aligned
with the Lok Sabha polls, yet
someotherswereprematurely
dissolved by the Centre
through President’s Rule un-
der Article 356. The first to go
was the Left govt in Kerala in
1859. The non-Congress govts
in Punjab, Haryana, UP and
Bihar were similarly dis-
solved, and President’s Rule
imposed in 1968. BJP has ac-
cused Congress of misusing
Article 356 at least 50 times to
dissolveelected govis instates.

“Thefourth Lok Sabha was
also dissolved prematurely in
1970, with fresh elections held

The Timaey
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Synchronised election plan has
public & political support; Govt

SHOW OF HANDS: Lok Sabha MPs give voice vote on the ‘One
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Nation

One Election’ Bill during the winter session of Parliament on Tuesday

in1971. Unlike the first, second,
and third Lok Sabhas, which
completed their full five-year
terms, the fifth Lok Sabha's
term was extended until 1977
under Article 352 because of
the declaration of the Emer-
gency,” the ministry said.

Since then, only a few Lok
Sabha terms have lasted the
full five years, such as the
eighth, 10th, 14th and 15th. Oth-
ers, including the sixth, sev-
enth, ninth, 11th, 12th and 13th,
were dissolved early.

Thrice, the Lok Sabha was
dissolved prematurely within
one and half years: the ninth
Lok Sabha was dissolved with-
in one year and three months
on March 13, 1991; again the
11th Lok Sabha was dissolved
within one year and six
months on Dec 41997; the 19th
Lok Sabha had the shortest pe-
riod of one year and a month
and was dissolved on Apr 26,
1999. The next Lok Sabha was
also dissolved prematurely on
Feb 6;- 2004, eight months
ahead of schedule.

By proposingtoalign these
elections, the high-level com-
mittee on simultaneous elec-
tions led by former President

Ram Nath Kovind has led the
groundwork for a fransforma-
tive shift in India’s electoral
process, the ministry said.

“The proposed phased ap-
proach to implementing si-
multaneous elections, along
with constitutional amend-
ments, could pavethe way fora
maore efficient and stable elec-
toral environment in India,” it
said. The govt claims that the
proposed simultaneous elec-
tions have widespread public
and political support as it
streamlines democratic proc-
esses and bolsters the efficien-
cy of governance.

The Kovind panel received
over 21,500 responses, with
80% infavour of simultaneous
elections. People from most of
states and UTs supported syn-
chronisation of elections, in-
cluding thosefrom opposition-
governed states such as Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka and
West Bengal. Of the 47 politi-
cal parties which sent their re-
sponses, 32supported simulta-
neous polls while 15 raised
their concerns abont potential
anti-democratic effscts and
marginalisation of regional
parties.

Assembly Poll Cycles, Voting Can Be In Phases’

Despite having
e-voting option,
few MPs take
ballot route

TiMes News NETWORK

New Delhi: The voting proc-
ess for introduction of the
Constitution (129th Amend-
ment) Bill and the Union Ter-
ritories Amendment Bill, 2024
wasn't all smooth sailing.
Though the new Lok Sabha
has provision for electronic
voting, some members insist-
ed on exercising their fran-
chise through ballot paper.

The Speaker explained
how the electronic voting sys-
tem worked in the new House
and said that if someone has
any confusion about the re-
sults of the vote cast through
the machine they can opt for
the ballot paper.

Those in favour of the bill
had to press the green button
on the automatic vote record-
ing system installed on each
seat, thoseagainsthadtopress
the red button and members
wanting to abstain from vot-
ing had the choice to press the
yellow buiton.

However, due to the confu-
sion, voting had to be carried
out twice and even then, some
of the MPs chose to opt for vot-
ing through the ballot papers.
Total 269 members voted in fa-
vour of the Bills while 198 oth-
ers opposed it and, thus, the
bills were accepted for intro-
duction in the Lower House.
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Oppn dubs ONOE dictatorial; govt says won'’t take away states’ powers

After 269 ayes, 198 nays, Bill on

Om Birla conducts
sroceedings in the Lok Sabha during
the Winter session of Parliament

ONE ELECTION
SEVERAL VOICES

» BJP allies TDP and Shiv Sena

extended “unwavering support” to the
election reform measure, saying it would
reduce expenditure

» DMK's Baalu and NCP (SP)'s

Supriya Sule favoured referring the Bills
to a parliamentary committee, if they
could not be withdrawn

» AIMIM's Asaduddin Owaisi said the
Bill aims at maximising political

gain and convenience; it will finish
off regional parties

AR

MEW DELH]: Two Bills to
kick start the enforcement
of simultanecus elections
—a move that the opposi-
tion has been decrying as
dictatorial, one that could
dilute the powers of
states, and the central
government has been
projecting as a cost-cutting
exercise, were introduced
in the Lok Sabha on
Tuesday.

The Constitution (129th
Amendment) Bill was intro-
duced by Law Minister Ar-
jun Ram Meghwal after a
nearly 90-minute fiery de-
bate, followed by a division
of votes. As many as 269
members voted in favour of

one poll iniro

the Bill and 198 against it.
Meghwal also infroduced
The Union  Territories
Amendment Bill, which
seeks to align elections in the
Union territories of Pudu-
cherry, Delhi, and Jammu
and Kashmir with the Lok
Sabha polls. He said the pro-
posed bills did not attack the
“basic structure doctrine, as
claimed by the opposition”.
Principles such as judicial

‘review, federal character of

the Constitution, separation
of powers, secular character,
supremacy of the Constitu-
tion had not changed, Megh-
wal said, adding that the ob-
jections to the Bill were polit-
ical in nature.

Earlier, Trinamool Con-

tuced

gress member Kalyan Baner-
jee said the bills linked the
tenure of state assemblies to
that of the Lok Sabha, thus
undermining the mandate of
the people.

“The state government is
not subordinate to the central
government or Parliament.
The bills take away the au-
tonomy of the state assembly.
It is not an election reform
but just the fulfilment of one
gentleman’s desire  and
dream,” he said.

DMK member TR Baalu
said, “The electors have the
right to elect the government
for five vears and this right
cannot be curtailed with si-
multaneous elections.”

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said PM Narendra
Modi had favoured referring
the bills to a joint committse
of Parliament for wider delib-
srations at every level.

“Detailed discussions can
take place in the JPC. The re-
port of the JPC will be ap-
proved by the Cabinet. Then
again, there will be a discus-
sion on this (bills) in the
House,” Shah said.

Meghwal said he would
move a resolution referring
the Bills to a joint committee
of Parliament.

Yearly polls make people averse to booths’

KOLKATA: Once the ‘One nation one
poll’ proposal by the Centre
becomes functional, it will
galvanise the election process and
will also help in the economic
growth of the country, former
President Ram Nath Kovind said
here on Tuesday.

Speaking at a programme of a tribal or-
ganisation here, Kovind said voters are
tired of meeting candidates of political
parties seeking votes every year and
probably do not want to face them so
frequently.

“Once the proposal becomes fully

functional in 2029-2030, or say at a later
date, as it might take 5-10 years to have
simultaneous polls, voters won't have
to head to polling stations every year
for one poll or another. This will also
lead to economic growth as the GDP
growth of the country will rise by 1.5
per cent from 7.23 per cent at presen 25
the former president said.

“Think about that if 1.5 points are

Kovind chaired the high
jevel pane! on simulianeous
elections that was constitutad
by the Centre in 2023

added to the existing GDP it won’t take
long to reach the 10 per cent (GDP) fig-
ure. Then our country will be among
the top 3-4 economic superpowers in
the world,” he said.

Kovind claimed that the ‘one nation
one poll’ will galvanise the election
process. “If candidates have to ask for
votes from people every year, they will
have to reply why this development
promise has not been implemented.
Yearly elections make people averse to
going to booths at times,” he said.

He said the 18,000-page report of the
committee is in public domain and will
streamline economic governance.
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