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After a decade-long wait, J&K
votes today in Assembly election

3,276 polling stations set up for 23.27 lakh voters in 24

are in the fray; security tightened as polling will be hel

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

ulti-tier security
arrangements are
in place in Jammu

& Kashmir for the first
phase of the much-awaited
Assembly election in 24
constituencies in seven dis-
tricts of the Kashmir and
Jammu divisions on Wed-
nesday.

When the previous elec-
tion was held 10 years ago,
J&K was a State, but in Au-
gust 2019, the Union go-
vernment downgraded it
to a Union Territory and

! ended its special constitu-
tional status under Article
370.

An official said hun-
dreds of additional troops
had been mobilised for se-
curity cover to 3,276 poll-
ing stations. Voting will be

constituencies in seven districts for first phase; 219 candidates

d in militancy-affected Doda and Kishtwar in the Chenab Valley
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Foot soldiers: Polling officers carry polling material, including EVMs, to a bus that will take th
district of south Kashmir on Tuesday. IMRAN NISSAR

held from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Doda and Kishtwar in
the Chenab Valley, which
witnessed heightened mili-
tancy this year and fre-
quent gun battles, are
among the districts going
to the polls in this phase.
Officials said the Army and
the J&K Police had stepped
up area domination in the
upper reaches of the two
districts, which have six

seats, early this month.
The Chenab Valley is
among the regions recast
by the J&K Delimitation
Commission, carving out
two additional Assembly
constituencies, The BJP
aims to win a majority of
seats here as the voter de-
mography after delimita-
tion favours one communi-
ty. The new constituencies

of Doda West and Padder-
Nagseni have a majority of
Hindus. Inderwal is the on-
ly Muslim-majority consti-
tuency in Kishtwar district
after two Hindu belts of
Mulchiter and Kuntawara
of Inderwal were adjusted
in Kishtwar, a Hindu-ma-
jority constituency now.

A general alert has been
sounded in the Union Ter-

ritory, especially the cities
of Jammu and Srinagar. Ad-
ditional checkpoints have
been set up. Cameras and
drones assist security forc-
es in volatile pockets.

An official said 219 can-
didates are in the fray in
the first phase which has
over 23.27 lakh voters —
11.76 lakh men and 11.51
lakh women. “Youth voters

are a significant demo-
graphic, with 5.66 lakh
eligible voters between the
ages of 18 and 29, including
1,23,960 lakh voters aged
18 or 19. Among these first-
timers, 10,261 are men and
9,329 women,” an official
said. The polling stations —
302 urban and 2,974 rural
— have webcasting facili-
ties, they added.
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Stage set for J&K elections
after a decade, Ph-1 today

B Multi-tier security put in place M 219 candidates in fray
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According to the latest

electoral rolls, 23,327,580
lakh voters, eligible to
vote in the first phase,
include 11,76,462  lakh
males, 11,51,058 lakh
females and 60 third gen-
ders :

The last Assembly elec-
- tions in J&K were held in

2014. The erstwhile state-

was brought under the
governor's rule following
the collapse of the coali-
tion government of the
regional - People’s
Democratic Party (PDP)
and the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) in June 2018.
The following year. the
Centre abrogated Article
370 of the Constitution
which envisaged special
status to J&K for over
seven decades. .

Tha mnave was nnhald hy

eir respective polling stations on the eve of first phase of the
mbly election in Kishtwar on Tuesday.

Jammu and Kashmir Asse

December last year The
five-judge  Constitution
Bench of the top court
ruled that J&K's special
status had been a “tempo-
rary provision” and that
removing it was constitu-
tiomallv valid

those who are throwing
their hat in the ring are
former separatists and

their embrace of electoral

politics is being seen by
some analysts as an
acknowledgement of the
failura of the nolicv of

ous separatist groups pur-’

'sued since the ottbreak of

militancy in 1989. -

Some of the former sepa-
ratists who are in the fray
are openly asserting that
guns and violence have
onlv broueht miserv to the
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Article 370, statehood restoration

J&K poll issues now, not freedom

| Battle for 24 seats
in first round of

J&K polls today
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POLL MODE: Schoolgirls listening to Abdul Rashid Sheikh, leader of the
Awami lttehad Party, during a rally in Kupwara district on September 17

son and ex-CM Omar Abdul-
lahisinthefray Theotherseat
is Budgam. As “Azadi’ and
autonomy slogansfade, J&K’s
two major regional parties,
Faroogq’s NC and Mehbooba
Mufti’s PDE have focused
their campaigns largely on
taunting adversaries as cov-
ert allies of “BJP” or as those
“sponsored by BJP/RSS”., .

In Ganderbal, Farooq ac-
cused Awami Ittehad Party
(AIP), led by Baramulla MP
Sheikh Abdul Rasheed alias
Engineer Rasheed, of having
adjustments with Independ-
ents backed by the banned Ja-
maat-e-Islami (Jel). “They are
their (BJP's) products. Tellme
why he (Rashid) was released

a few days before elections,
But people are aware of such
tactics,” Farooq said.

Rasheed was recently re-
leased for campaigning on in-
terim bail from Delhi’s Tihar
jail where he has been lodged
inaterrorfunding case. Rash-
eed had defeated Omar in the
Baramulla seat in this sum-
mer’s LS elections. “Rasheed
has been sent to divide Mus-
lims,” Farooq said, repeatedly
questioning the timing of his
release.

According to the NC chief,
those who once spoke about
ushering in “Nizam-e-Musta-
fa (Islamic Rule)” are now
hand in glove with BJP.

Fullveporton www:toi.in
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Srinagar/Jammu; The
mood was sombre but the air

was thick with anticipation
as authorities shifted to high
gear to ensure trouble-free
voting and a high turnout
during Wednesday’s  first
phase of the three-part as-

sembly elections in J&K — .

thefirstinadecade.
Loudspeakers have been
switched off and campaign
vehicles, having logged hun-
dreds of miles, were garaged
during the 48-hour silent pe-
riod that began Monday. On
Tuesday, the only signs of
polls were party flags, post-
ers and security personnel
stationed at sensitive loca-
tions across J&K’s 24 constit-
uencies — 16 in south Kash-

mirandeightin Jammudivi- '

sion spread over seven dis-
trictsoneithersideof the Pir
Panjalrange.

These elections are ex-
pected to set the stage for a
political showdown as estab-
lished politicians, new faces
and rebel candidates vie for
influence in J&K’s 90-mem-
ber assembly. More than 23
lakh voters are eligible to
vote in this phase, where 219
candidates, including 90 in-
dependents, are in the fray.

Allies NC and Congress
are contesting against each
other in Banihal, Bhader-
wah, and Doda under what
they term a “friendly con-
test”. Rebel NC candidate
PyareLal Sharmaisrunning
as an independent in Inder-
wal, while BJPrebels Rakesh
Goswami and Suraj Singh
Parihar are contesting in
Ramban and Padder-Nagse-
ni, respectively.

A total of 14,000 polling
staff will oversee the process
at 3,276 polling stations, en-
suring smooth conduct of
the polls.
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J&K phase 1 polls
today, 7 districts
to vote in 10 yrs

SRINAGAR/JAMMU: Seven
districts of Jammu and
Kashmir, located on
either side of the Pir
Panjal mountain range,
will vote for the first
time in an assembly
election in 10 years as
the stage is set for phase
1 polling in the union
territory on Wednesday.

Over 23 lakh voters will
decide the fate of 219
candidates, including 90
independents, who are
running for 24 assembly
segments -? eight in three
districts of Jammu region
and 16 in four districts of
Kashmir valley.
According to the poll
body, a total of 23,27,580
electors are eligible to vote
in phase 1, comprising
11,76,462 male, 11,51,058
female, and 60 third-gender
electors. “As many as 1.23
1akh youths between the
age 18 to 19 years, along
with 28,309 Persons with

Disabilities (PwDs) and
15,774 elderly voters above

. the age of 85 are also

eligible to exercise their
franchise in phase one,” an
official said, adding, a total
of 14,000 polling staff will
oversee the process at 3,276
polling stations, ensuring
smooth conduct of the
polls. “There are 302 urban
polling stations and 2,974
rural polling stations. Four
election staff, including the
Presiding Officer, will be
stationed in each polling
station. In total, more than
14,000 polling staff will be
deployed on duty for the
1st phase election,” he said.
“As the first phase of
voting will take place on
September 18, J&K police
have made elaborate
security arrangements for
the assembly polls so that
the maximum number of
people can exercise their
right to vote,” said
Inspector General of Police
Kashmir Zone VK Birdi.
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