Experts: No EVM
can be hacked into
or tampered with

Hemali.Chhapia
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The Indian EVM

machine, M3(model3), usedin

the recent Lok Sabha election
inwhichmore than#0million
Dpeople cast their vote are com-
plex machines but ta-mper-
proof, say engineers and do-
main experts. Likening an
EVM machine to a simple cal-
culator that cannot behacked,
Rajat Moona, director, g
Gandhinagar and a mem

of the techni-

therefore like to steer clear of
it, but technically speaking,
“no EVM ecan be hacked infto
or tampered with.”
~ American billionaire Elon .
Musk who said electronic vot-
ing machines — like any de-
vice — can be compromisad,
has once again sparked the de-
bate that, experts say, surfaces
every few years thoughno one
isreallyable to prove that Ingi-
an EVMs can be tampered.
The machines, said experts,
are strictly one-time -
mable only, do not interact
with other systems and are ex-
ciusively meant for voting.
The M3 version usedin the
recently held polls are 3
smarter version than their

UBT MLC hooked
for entering
counting centre

Mumbai: Sena (UBT) MLC
Vilas Potnisand his armed
police guard were hooked
Sunday for having entered the
Lok Sabha election counting
centre for Mumbai
North-West seat at Nesco
ground, Goregaon East
withoutauthorisation on June
4.FIR came days after
Mangesh Pandilkar, arelative
of Mahayuti MP from Mumbai
North-West Ravindra Waikar
and representative of
independentcandidate Lata
Shinde, was booked for
unauthorised use ofa
cellphoneat counting centre.
Some reports had wrongly
claimed that the cellphone
wasused to generate OTPs to
access the EVMs there. The
returning officerand police
clarified that EVMs donot
require OTPs. —Nitasha
Natu&Claralewis

predecessor; with several
functions thatare automated,
including a first-level check,
like computers carry out be-
foretheybootup. Thesemach-
ines are not connacted to the

- internet nor do they have an

RF to respond to Bluetooth;
they arenoteven connected to
& power sockst. “We are al-
ready exploring all the new
technology that can be bro-
ught in for M4 machines,” sa-
idamember of expert panel,
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