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‘Why delay in uploading
turnout data, SC asks EC

Assodaumfm'neuxmﬂcaefmmmmsﬂmwasalsoanunusu_n_anplkem figures from
the initial voter turnout percentages released by the poll panel, creating doubts about authenticity

w (@) of the Conduet of Elec-
NEWDELHI - Call for clanty tion Rules, 1961 require the
he Supmne Court it g e ::er:iq;:g ac?:gi;:: otl?vgtr:.;.
Court to avoid delays i p&bﬂm of poll data

= ) i pon recorded in Form 17C (Part

= Direct the EC to immediately " £ 1) format.
upload on its website scanned [ : J The question from the
S : / Bench was based on an ap-
plication filed by NGO As-

sociation for Democratic
Reforms, represented by
advocates Prashant Bhush-
an, Neha Rathi and Cheryl
DrSouza, alleging inordi-

nate delay in the publica-

tion of voter turnout data
of the first two phases of
polling in the Lok Sabha
election.
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» PAGE 8

qumﬁmmemﬁalmmm
nout percentages released by the EC. The deve-
lopnlemlmtaisedahmbellsm the public’s
mindabmsuhemﬂmumyofchepomngdm

dﬂdingm threadbare. Mr. Bhushan coun-
theEV’Hmjnulsmentmdmtdeall
with the Form I7C point.

The court listed the case for May 24.

The petition said the'voter turnout data for the
first two phases of the Lok Sabha elections were
published by the EC on April 30, after 11 days of
the first phase of polling held on April 19 and four
days after thesecmdphase of polling held on

"mhmﬁnmdelwmuureleaseofﬁmlm
ter rurnout data, led with the unusually high
revision [of over 5%) in the EC press note of April
30 and the absence of disaggregated constituency
and polling station figures in absolute numbers,
has raised concerns and public suspicion regard-
ing the correctness of the data.., These apprehen-
sions must be addressed and put to rest,” the peti-
don has said.
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ng for the poll
NGO “Association
Reforms” has lev-

ea and, moreover, a

has dealt with the
also part of the

a-led bench had
ted the pleas for
pa ballots and also
ﬂ.o@m verification of
.ﬂs SC; which awm E.wma by
senior advocate Prashant
Bhushan that the plea be heard

e

.Ew mu
Senior

uomw
mnqooﬁm Swﬂuaon

with voter verifiable
Eu&ag

on electronic voting

Mr Bhushan opposed the sub-
mission, saying that the issue
relating to voter turnout data was
not part of the earlier petition.

Earlier in the day, the CJI asked
the counsel appearing for the EC
to take instructions and said it
will hear the matter at the end of.
the board.

The ADR had last week filed an
interim application in its 2019 PIL
seeking directions to the EC that
“scanned legible copies of Form
17C Part-I (Account of Votes
Recorded)” of all polling stations
be _Wmu_omnmn immediately after the
po
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New Delhi/ Kolkata,
Mﬁh 7: The Election
C sion on Friday

ot
Sabha candi-
it Gangopadh-

“improper,

Bengal,“w TMC clain‘l
that the comments

o, o
m L]

the 1P claiming that his
remarks hav ;
construed by the TMC.”

Gangopadhyay is the
urth g ini” th

ongoing Lok Sabha elec-
tions to have been served a
notice for undign

notlwu for- their remu‘ks
ag%inst ‘Ma ta Banerjee

Kar Ranaut
n&'ﬁﬁtgfl surje ala of th
wala of the

Congress was from

campaigning for 48 hours
for his remarks asainat
BJP's Hema Malini.

The poll panei acted on a
» {»Iaint by the Trina-
moo Congress against
‘Gangopadhyay for his re-
marks against Banerjee

while ad g a public
meeting held on May 15 in
Haldia.

The BJP has fielded Gan-
gopadhyay from T:
seat in West Bengal wh re

‘will be held on
25 e EC in ifs notice
noted that Gangopadhyay's

comment has been found

to be
cious, %ﬁgﬂty in

every sense of the term, in
bad taste:” ;
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EC’s revised turnouts for 4
phases upped votes by Llcr

TURNOUT msnwm,mm OFNI.I.I!IGAIID LATEST DATA (IN LAKH)

Turnout (%)

Deri

d number of votes based on

over the first four phases of
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.
That’s an average of over
28,000 votes per constituency
for the 379 that have finished
polling.

Howdowareachthiscon ¢

clusion? The EC has been put-
ting out data on turnout in
various stages in eaeh phase,
apart from what is available
‘real-time’ on its app. The lat-
estdata putouton polling day
in each phase has been for
somewhere between 10.30pm
and 11.30pm. The ‘final’ fig-
ures — which still do not in-
clude postal votes and which

been only very slightly differ-
ent from figures put out typi-

cally late evening on the day
after polling. However, they
‘vary considerably from the
‘data put out on polling night
‘in several states. Since theEC

has also put out numbers for
the electorate in each constit-
uency — though only after the
first two phases and a contro-
versy over the lack of anyab-
solute numbers — and since

-the turnout data is correct to

two decimal places, it is possi-

bletogetanapproximationof -

thevotescastby workingback
(see graphic).

Such ecalculation back-
ward shows that the implied

the EC app cautions are “ap-
prommatan'ends" wereput

1, 32.2 lakh for phase 2, 22.1
1akh for phase 3 and 33.9 'lakh
forphase4, totaﬂinguptn}_m
crore.

The biggest vanaﬁons
were in Andhra Pradmh, 42
percentage points in turnout
and 17.2 lakh in derived vote
numbers, Maharashtra (2.4
percentage points and 16.7
lakh), Kerala (4.1 percentage
points and 11.4 lakh) and As-
sam (4.2 percentage points
and 10.3 lakh). In Assam’s

'case,thattransla:testoanav-

eragedifferenceof over73,000
per constituency. For Andhra
Pradesh, the average is 69,000
and for Kerala 57,000. Karna-
taka at 51,000 and Maharash-
traat 48,000 havealso seensig-
nificantdifferences. The vari-
ation in the Hindi heartland
states was on the lower side.
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Explain rise in voting % figures
days after polling, SC tells EC

Hears ADR's Plea,
Gives Poll Body Till
May 24 To Reply

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Friday sought Electlon
Commission’s response to
the apphcahon by an NGO,
Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR), expressing
apprehension about possible
replacement of electronic
voting machines citing the
big increase in final voting
peﬁx;tage figures days after

A bench of Chief Justice
of India D Y Chandrachud
and Justices J B Pardiwala
and Manoj Misra ordered EC
to file its response to ADR's
application by May 24, when
it will be heard by a vacation
bench during  the court’s
summer break, which com-
mences on Monday. ADR has
sought a direction to EC to

publish voting data within 48

hoursof closeof polling.
On April 26, SC had dis-

missed ADR’s plea forreturn

to ballot papers and its suspi-
cionof EVMs.

With the court taking up
the same NGO’s plea again
doubting the fairness of the
electoral process, EC's coun-
sel, senior advocate Manin-
der Singh, emphasised that
senior officials of the poll
panel had answered every
doubtexpressed by the NGO's
counsel Prashant Bhushan

. and a bench of Justices San-

jiv Khanna and Dipankar

Datta, aﬁer several interac-
txonsmfhECOfﬁchs hadon
April 26 dismissed the ‘back
toballot’plea and rejected the
doubts against EVMSs saying

- they were trustworthy.

- “Just because Bhushan
feels like bringing anything
through an application, that
too in a petition pending
since 2019, the court should
notentertain it. These are at-
tempts to impede the election
process, four phases of which
have been completed smooth-
ly,” Singh said.

PIncrease by 6%, P 16
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Supreme Court dismiss’es PIL alleging

violation of voter secrecy

N_F_w DELHI: The SCon Friday dismissed a PIL alleging
violation of voter secrecy in the existing electoral system,
say[r_ig there is no merit in the petition. A bench of Justices
Sanjiv Khanp_a and Dipankar Datta dismissed the petition and
told the petitioner’s counsel that he had not read the April 26
verdict of the apex court, which rejected the allegation of
manipulation of the Electronic Voting Machines. The counsel
for petitioner Agpostos Theos asserted a polling officer can
see the VVPAT slips and the data stored in the polling device.
From the VVPAT slips and data in EVMs, the (presiding)
office[' can |c[ent|fy which voter cast his vote for which
party,” he said. The bench said had he seen the April 26
verdict he would not have made this submission. “There isno
way a presiding officer can know which voter cast his vote
for whlg:b_party. Go through the verdict. We find no merit in
the petition. Dismissed,” the bench said.

veur, Darel: )2 o590,

EC notice to ex-judge of
HC for remarks on Didi |

NEW DELHI: The Election Commis-
sion on Friday issued a show-
cause notice to former high court
judge and BJP Lok Sabha
candidate Abhijit Gangopadhyay
for his “improper, injudicious and
undignified” remarks against
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee. S

Gangopadhyay is the fourth politician
in the ongoing Lok Sabha elections to
have been served a notice for undigni-
fied remarks against women.

BJP's Dilip Ghosh and Congress’s
Supriya Shrinate were censured by
the EC after being served notices for
their remarks against Mamata Baner-
jee and Kangana Ranaut res pectively.

Randeep Surjewala of the Congress
was barred from campaigning for 48
hours for+his remarks against BJP’s
Hema Malini.

The Election Commission acted on
a complaint by the Trinamool Con-

gress against Gangopadhyay for his
remarks against Banerjee while ad-
dressing a public meeting held on May
15 in Haldia.

The BJP has fielded Gangopadhyay
from Tamluk seat in West Bengal
where voting will be held on May 25.

The Election Commission in its no-
tice noted that Gangopadhyay’s com-
ment has been found to be “improper,
injudicious, beyond dignity in every
sense of term, in bad taste” and prima
facie violative of the provisions of the
Model Code of Conduct and its adviso-
ry to political parties.

The EC has sought a response by 5
PM of May 20. ;

The notice reminded the former
Calcutta High Court judge about its
recent advisory which said that politi-
cal parties and candidates should re-
frain from any deeds or action or ut-
terances that may be construed as be-
ing repugnant to the honour and dig-
nity of women.
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