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No substance
in complaints
against EVMs:
Trinamool MP

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Trinamool Congress MP
Abhishek Banerjee on
Monday dismissed con-
cern about the tampering
of electronic voting ma-
chines (EVMs), close on
the heels of similar re-
marks by National Confe-
rence leader and J&K Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah,
increasing the Congress’s
isolation within the INDIA.

After the recent As-
sembly elections in Maha-
rashtra, Jharkhand, and
Haryana, the Congress had
raised questions about the
working of the EVMs. The
Congress Working Com-
mittee, on November 29,
passed a resolution saying
that the integrity of the en-
tire electoral process was
“being severely compre-
mised”, and announced a
“national” movement to
raise public concern on the
issue.

Without naming the
Congress, Mr. Banerjee,
while speaking to pressper-
sons outside Parliament,
said, “Those who are rais-
ing questions about the
EVMs, should hold a de-
monstration on its discre-
pancies to the Election
Commission... I don’t think
there is anything substan-
tial in these allegations.” At
the same time, he added
that if “someone” felt that
EVMs could be manipulat-
ed, then they should pre-
sent evidence to back such
a claim.
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After Omar, now TMC snubs
Cong for EVM hacking claim

Cong Attacks Omar’s ‘Change In Approach’ Towards INDIA After Win

Akhilesh.Singh
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Close on the heels
of National Conference leader
and J&K CM Omar Abdullah
questioning Congressforitsin-
consistentstance on EVMs, an-
other INDIA bloc partner, Tri-
namool Congress (TMC), has
disengaged itself from the
leading opposition party’s
carping against the voting ma-
chines.

“People who raise ques-
tions on EVMs should go and
show a demo to the Election
Commission (EC). If work is
done properly at the time of
EVM randomisation and peo-
ple at the booth verify during
mockpollsand counting, thenI
don’t think there is any sub-
stanceto theseallegations,” in-
fluential TMIC MP and party
national general secretary
AbhishekBanerjeetold report-
ers here, in what marked a
strong endorsement of the

QUTCRY: Opposition protest against EVMs at Maharashira assemb!y
session on Monday

EC’s claim about the voting
machinesbeingrigging proof.
TMC has been consistently
winningelections against pow-
erful opponents: BJPand once-
dominant Left. The divergence
of the INDIA bloc partners
with Congress’s stand is the
second big instance of disso-
nance in the coalition.

“When you get hundred-
plus MPs using the same
EVMSs and you celebrate that
assortof avictory for your par-
ty, you can’t then afew months
later turn around and say ... we
don’t like these EVMSs because
now the election results aren’t
going the way we would like
themto,” he had said.
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Congress MP Manickam
Tagore asked the J&K CM why
has he changed his approach
towards INDIA bloc parmers
after coming to power. Parties
suchas SP,NCP (SP), ShivSena
(UBT) have spoken against
EVMs while Congress is fo-
cused ontheEC.

“Please check your facts,
CM Abdullah. Congress Work-
ing Committee resolution
clearly addresses the EC only.
Why this approach to our part-
ners after becoming CM?” he
asked.

Maharashtra CM Deven-
dra Fadnavis said, “Whenever
Congress loses elections, in-
stead of introspecting, it
blames someone else. Unless it
introspects, it will not win elec-
tions ... When they form govis
in Karnataka and Jharkhand,
there is no problem with
EVMs, but when they lose
Maharashtra, they blame
EVMSs,” hesaid.

Statements not enough, prove
fault lines: Abhishek on EVMs

NEW DELHI: Those raising
questions on Electronic
Voting Machines should
give a demonstration of
any “discrepancies” to
the Election Commis-
sion, Trinamool
Congress (TMC) leader
Abhishek Banerjee sa:d
on Monday.

Banerjee’s remarks come
after Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah, another leader of
the INDIA bloc, dismissed
the Congress’ strong objec-
tions to EVMs, saying the

party raises questions
about their reliability only
when it loses.

Asked about leaders
from different INDIA bloc
parties supporting Mama-
ta Baner_;ee on the leader-
ship issue, the TMC na-
tional general secretary
told reporters that the alli-

ance members will sit and
discuss it. “This is my per-
sonal opinion that those
who are raising questions
on the EVMSs should show
a demo of its discrepancies
to the EC. They should

show any video (as evi-

@ If someone feels
EVMs can he

manipulated, visit EC
and show a demo proving
that there is some
malware fo hack EVMs_
- Aihishek Banerjee

dence) to the EC,” he said.
The TMC leader said
once there is proper moni-
toring during various stag-
es of the polling process by
booth workers and others,
there is “nothing substan-
tial” in these allegations.
“T have been conducting

elections on-ground for a
long time. H someone
works well during EVM
randomisation and the
booth workers check
EVMs during mock polls
or review the form 17C,
which is used to check bal-
lot units or conirol units,
during the counting of
votes, [ don’t think there is
anything substantial in
these allegations [of EVM
manipulation],” he said,
adding, “Even after that, if
someone feels that the
EVMs can be manipulated,
their delegation should
visit the EC and show a
demo or evidence proving
that there is some malware
or technology fo hack
EVMs. If they are unable to
do that, a movement or An-
dolan should be organised
over the issue. Only mak-
ing 2-3 statements does not
mean anything,” he said.
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