The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Ameeting to discuss the re-
organisation of polling sta-
tions for the 16 Assembly
constituencies under
Chennai district was held
on Monday. In all, Chennai
district is expected to have
3,718 polling stations.

The Election Commis-
sion of India has set Janu-
t ary 1, 2025, as the qualify-
' ing date for the special
summary revision (SSR) of
voter list, done annually.

As part of this process,
preliminary tasks such as
restructuring areas falling
under polling stations,
creating new sections and
| relocating polling stations
| have been planned, ac-
cording to a press release.
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GCC officials discuss reorganisation
of polling stations in Chennai district

U,

GCC Commissioner J. Kumaragurubaran, left, with District Revenue
Officer (Elections) C. Suresh, chairing a meeting at the Ripon
Buildings on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

District Revenue Officer
(Elections) C. Suresh stated
that any alteration to sta-
tions, sections or ‘modifi-
cations’ (such as an in-
crease in households,
removal of encroach-
ments, or shiffing popula-
tion) may result in chang-
es. This means that the

polling stations designated
for the voters may differ
from their previous loca-
tions. This review is car-
ried out before sending the
SSR proposal, he said.
Based on field inspec-
tions taken up by the Elec-
toral Registration Officer
and other officials, three

new polling stations will be
created, 33 stations will
have partial changes, four
will be merged, and 78 re- -
located, the release stated.

Additionally, three poll-
ing stations will be
renamed.

The draft list for polling
stations was released on
August 29 and inputs from
political parties and indivi-
duals have been reviewed,
the release said. The re-
vised list is expected to be
published on October 29, it
added.

District Election Officer
and Greater Chennai Cor-
poration Commissioner ]J.
Kumaragurubaran chaired
the meeting at the Ripon
Buildings, in the presence
of representatives from re-
cognised political parties.
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Don't demoralise EC, probe
agencies, cautions Dhankhar

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Vice-President  Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Sunday cau-
tioned the judiciary, the ex-
ecutive, and the legislature
against “triggering points
of political inflammatory
debates or narrative that is
detrimental to the esta-
blished institutions”.

Speaking at an event in
Mumbai, he said these in-
stitutions had served the
nation well in challenging
and daunting environ-
ment.

The comments came
against the backdrop of ob-
servations made by the Su-
preme Court about the
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation in the Arvind Kejri-
wal case. The top court

said the CBI must be above
board and dispel the no-
tion of being a caged
parrot.

Robust institutions
“Our institutions - all
kinds of institutions, Elec-

tion Commission, investi-
gative agencies — they per-
form duty under trying
situations. An observation
can de-spirit them. It can
set a political debate afloat.
It can trigger a narrative.
We have to be extremely
cautious about all our insti-
tutions,” he said.

“They [the institutions]
are robust. They are work-
ing independently. There
are checks and balances.
They work under the rule
of law. In that situation, it
might work in a manner to

generate some sensation,
to become focal point of a
political debate or a narra-
tive. That I will appeal to
the concerned, is wholly
avoidable.”

He said all institutions
and organs of the state
worked with the underly-
ing goal of making the Con-
stitution successful.

“All organs of state —
Judiciary, legislature, exec-
utive — have only one goal.
That the intention underly-
ing the Constitution should
be successful. The com-
mon man should get all the
rights. India should flour-
ish. They need to work in
tandem and togetherness
to nurture and blossom de-
mocratic values and furth-
er constitutional ideals,”
Mr. Dhankhar said.
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With rallies & rafting, EC goes
all out to boost I&K turnout

BhartiJain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Election
Commission is banking on
the popular sentiment in
J&K — having witnessed the
enthusiastic partieipation
of electors in voter aware-
ness events and the busy poll
campaign of mainstream
partiesand separatistsalike,
with rallies extending late
into the evening — as well as
its own instructions against
unwarranted poll-eve deten-
tions and change in polling
booths, to clock improved
turnouts on polling day.

EC officials told TOI that
its innovative voter aware-
ness initiatives — through
activities like rafting, kite-
flying, paragliding, horseral-
lies, mehendi competition,
etc— have seen electors, par-
ticularly youths and women,
come forward in good num-
bers. “That all stakeholders
in J&K — mainstream politi-
cal parties, strong independ-
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officials during a campaign for
first-time voters in Srinagar in Aug

ent candidates, Jamaat-e-Is-
lamiand separatists—are in
the fray, with no boycott call
given, has enabled the people
to see the assembly pollsas a
democratic exercise in the
true sense. Candidates,
whether fielded by big par-
ties on independents, are
able to campaign without
fear or restrictions on their
movementas EC has ensured

security not only for contes-

tants but also party officials.
A free, fair and energetic poll

campaign makes us optimis-
tic of good turnouts on poll-
ing day” a senior EC func-
tionarytold TOL

In thelst phase of polling
in J&K on Wednesday, 219
candidates are in fray for 24
assembly seats. Of them, on-
ly9,0r4%, are women.

The EC isleavingno stone
unturned to ensure that vot-
ers are facilitated on polling
day. “EC has unambiguously
communicated to thelocal au-
thorities that no preventive
action or arrests be made in
the run-up to the polls unless
these involve personswith an-
tisocial or criminal back-
ground. Earlier, such ran-
dom, poll-eve arrests would
vitiate theatmosphereand in-
stilla sense of fear in the peo-
ple ahead of polling,” the
functionary told TOL

Another conscious ini-
tiative is the EC’s direction
against any change or club-
bing of polling stations in
the 2-3days before voting.
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Corpn head holds

all-party meet on
revision of poll rolls

CHENNAI: An all-party
meeting was held under
the leadership of Greater
Chennai Corporation
Commissioner J Ku-

" maragurnbaran at Ripon
building on Monday, to
discuss the revision of
electoral rolls for the 16
assembly mnshtuencies
in Chennal.

The Election Commission of
India has ordered a special
summary revision of the elec-
toral rolls with January 1 as
the qualifying date. The draft
electoral roll for 2025 will-be
publlshed on October 29,

- Pre-revision activities such
as creation of new polling sta-
tions, reorganisation of poll-
ing stations, their relocation
to other buildings, and re-
naming them have been in-
structed. A draft electoral roll
was released by the Electoral
Registration Officer (ERO) on
August 29 for the 16 Assembly

constituencies in Chennai.
Tha ranmacte have hean re-

ceived from pohtml parties
and individuals regarding the
reorganisation of polling sta-
tions. Based on their requests
and field inspections by the
ERO and Deputy Collector
(Elections), changes have
been proposed to the stations.
Out of the 3,719 polling sta-
tions, three new stations will
be created, 33 will be reorgan-
ised, and. somewﬂi bemerged.

As many as 78 stations
will have their l:ulldlng_s
changed, and three
stations will have their
names changed

As many as 78 stations will

" have their buildings changed,

and three stations will have
their names changed. These
changes are being made based
on the reports from the con-
cerned ERO.

After all these modifica-
tions, the total number of poll-
ing stations in Chennai dis-
triet will he 3.718.
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