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EC offers multiple choices
to candidates to re-check
voting in recently held polls

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Candidates who have ap-
plied for a re-check of the
voting process in the re-
cently concluded Lok Sab-
ha and Assembly elections
can choose from a number
of options given by the
Election Commission (EC),
including picking electron-
ic voting machines (EVM)
from any polling station in
an Assembly segment and
opting for a mock poll and
mock voter verifiable pap-
er audit trail (VVPAT) slip
count. .

The commission re-
leased the technical stan-
dard operating procedures
(SOP) on Tuesday.

Eleven candidates have
applied for EVM and
VVPAT memory verifica-
tion. The requests essen-

This is the first time the
re-evaluation will take place.

tially mean re-matching of
votes polled in 5% of EVMs
in each of these
constituencies.

This is the first time that
this re-evaluation will take
place following the Su-
preme Court order of April
24 allowing the verification
on the request of the run-
ners-up in any election.

The SOP released by the
commission were for EVM
burnt memory checking

and verification and <had
been sent to the Chief Elec-
toral Officers of all States,
the poll body said in a
. statement. It said the pro-
cedure allowed candidates
to make selections from
multiple choices.
“The ‘randomness’ and

- ‘enormity’ of test vectors

and expanded choice-
based approach instead of
controlled environment
C&V process of burnt me-
mory eliminates possibility
or apprehension of any
bias or hidden functionali-
ty in the firmware, by
showing intended out-
come(s) under parameters
selected by the candidate
and at every stage of C&V
process,” the Commission
said. :

The complete C&V pro-
cess will be held under
CCTV monitoring.
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By-polls: an indication of a new anti-incumbency
The recent bypoll outcomes show clear vote share drops for the BIP to the benefit of the INDIA bloc parties

results from Bihar's Rupauli bypoll | gress increased its vote share in

| DATA POINT |

indicate. Ct ing as an inde- | five out of the seven il seats it i i
f pendent candidate, Rajput ‘bahu- | wmmﬂdidolthnom[npzr- A bIngﬂ‘fOl: the 'NDIA bIOC -
Praseniit Bose i ball’ (strongman) Shaniar Singh | tessuchasthe AAP, DMKandRJD. ~ Thecharsareb: the Election C: of tndia
| defeatedboth therulingfanataDal | The BP's NDA partners, teo,
onstituents of the Opposi- | (United) and the Rashiriya Janata | did not fare well - the Janata Dal
C tion INDIA bloc have won Dal candidates in Rupauli. | (United) witnessed a decline in
10 out of the 13 Assembly In some States, such as Tamil | vote share in Bihar's Rupauli

|
i
across seven States, |

While cne can term the 20-
| point swing in favour of the Trina-
mool i the four bypoll seats in
West Bangal as sbnormal and ex-
cessive, the direction of changa in
the popular mood after the Lok
Sabha results is unmistakable. Ov-

B biy S
| decline in the B[P/NDAs vote
| shares from the Lok Sabha polls
| held less than two months ago, as
towinonly two seats —aneeachin | well as improvements for the IN-
Madhya m&&m i DIA parties (Table 1). while the BJP and NDA have fost

candi-

Bharatiya

b

The BJP had polled an average of

3

ﬁumo{rﬂemhuwd
13 Assembly segments in the
Lok Sabha election; this has fallen
1o below 35% in the bypolls. With
the of

capture” and “rigging” by
the ruling party in the State, the
Trinamool. Citing their wins in the
two sears in Madhya Pradesh and
Himachal Pradesh a5 gains, BJP
has sought to underplay tha bypoll
resuls as outcomes of local fac-
tors, which neither have any na-

*  donalcause, nor effect.

A clear overall trend
bypoll cutcomes are of-

and 3.1 percentage points, respec:
tively, compared to the Lok Sabha
polls.

average 20 percentage point de-
cline in the BJP's vote shara in the
three bypoll seats in Himachal Pra-

desh or Jalandhar West (Scheduled
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NAINAR APPEARS BEFORE CB-CID s

R Ramesh Shankar
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CASH SEIZURE: BIP's Nainar Nagendran appeared before the CB-CID on Tuesday for an inquiry n
connection with the £3.98 crore seizure case. Along with Nagemfran, summons were sent to TN BJP :
. general secretary (organisation), Kesava Vinayagam; state president of BJP industry cell, Goyardhan,

i and Nagendran's assistant, Manikandan. Vinayagam appeared before the CB-CID for an inquiry on June 4
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_wo asks candidates to choose EVMs for testing

DC CORRESPONDENT
WITH AGENCY 'INPUTS
NEW DELHI, JULY 16

The Election Commission
on Tuesday issued stan-
dard operating procedure
(SOP) with regard to chec-
king of electronic voting
machines (EVMs) for tam-
pering after the recently
concluded Lok Sabha and
Assembly election results.

The EC has received
eight applications from
aggrieved candidates,

including those from the
BJP and the Congress, for
verification of tampering
or modification in micro-
controller chips embedded
in the EVMs post declara-
tion of the Lok Sabha elec-
tion results on Juné 4.
These candidates, who
have applied for Supreme
Court-directed checking of
EVMs, have been given
various choices by the EC,
including picking
machines from any polling
station in an Assembly

{ ] ._.:m EC | _..mm received eight applications from
aggrieved candidates, including those from the BJP
and the Congress, for verification of tampering or
modification in microcontroller chips embedded in
the EVMs post declaration of the rox Sabha m_mQ_o:

results on June 4.

segment and ouﬂdm for a
mock poll and mock
VVPAT slip count.
According to SOP, the
candidates who came num-
ber two and'three have
been given a vast number
of random tests to choose
from. The EC said that by

going beyond the con-
trolled environment check
and verification process of
burnt memory, it elimi-
nates the possibility or
apprehension of any bias
or hidden functionality in
the firmware.

“The best way to create

cﬁmﬁ sets of random test
vectors is to provide full
choices to the stakeholder

participants in creating

the test vectors by choos-

" ing test configurations and

inputs. Randomness and
enormousness of test elim-
inate any possibility or
apprehension of any bias
or hidden functionality in
the firmware by showing
intending outcomes’ under
all circumstances. Hence,
the poll panel has decided
to provide a full-time suite

of choices to the stakehold-
ers in the creation of test-
ups and the conduct of
tests,” the EC said.

The EC said the eligible
candidates can give choic-
es of polling stations or
serial numbers of
machines from within the
Assembly segment or con-
stituency, subject to a
maximum of five per cent
EVMs used in that seg-
ment or seat to undergo a
check and verification
process.
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Gash seizure case: BJP’s Nainar

grilled for hours by 8 GiD u_a____a

CHENNAL: BJP wmm.,_m_mﬁou
Nainar Nagendran on
Tuesday appeared hefore
the CB-CID headquarters in
the city for an inquiry into
the seizure of Rs 3.99 crore
cash from three persons
travelling in the Neilai
Express in April this year.

After hours of inguiry, the
BJP legislator who met the
media persons said, “I told
them (investigators) that I
have no connection with the
cash seized from the trio on
the Nellai Express train. I was
busy in my Ssmzﬁ:m:%.
campaigning.”

The case was initially with
the Tambaram city police and
eventually, it was transferred
to the CB-CID. It is to be noted
that this was the first time

zmmm.&.m: appeared for in-
quiry in connection with the’

cash seizure, The Tambaram

Police Had issued a summon
to the BJP legislator, but he
had then sought more time.
Based on a tip-off about
cash being carried in the two-
tier AC coach of the Chen-
nai-Tirunelveli Nellai Super-
fast Express, the Election
Commission’s flying squad

along with the Tambaram Po-

lice nabbed the trio- S Sathish
and S Naveen of Agaram in
Chennai and S Perumal of
Srivaikundam of Thoothuku-
di district on April 6.

According to the police,
one among the three arrested,
S Sathish (33), was the manag-
er of Hotel Blue Diamond in
Purasawalkam owned by Nai-
nar Nagendran.

BIP _S_m_m_oq Nainar Nagendran arrives for an inquiry at the nw-n_c
lieadquarters in Chennai on Tuesday

Photo: Justin George
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EC open fo v
any choice on
checking EVM

NEW DELHI: Aggrieved
candidates, who have
applied for Supreme
Court-directed checlding
of EVMs for tampering
post Lok Sabha and
assembly results, have
‘been given various
choices by the Election
Commission, including
picking machines from
any polling station and -
opting for a mock poll
and mock VVPAT count.

According to standard
operating procedure, the
candidates who came
number two and three
have been given a vast
number of random tests {o
choose from. :

The Election Commis-
sion said that by going
beyond controlled

burnt memory eliminates
the possibility or
apprehension of any bias -
or hidden functionality in
the firmware. The Election
Commission has received
eight applications from
agerieved candidates.
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